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74 75the three-headed monster

,Q�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�FRQQHFWHG�SUREOHPV�RI�SRYHUW\��LQ-
HTXDOLW\�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHVWUXFWLRQ�

Large sections of people are unemployed. They survive on little food, they 
live in poor housing, they have little or no education, and they suffer end-
less health problems. Young people take to drugs and alcohol and engage 
in crime. This is poverty.

At the same time a tiny minority grow richer and richer receiving more in-
come and owning more wealth than they need.
7KLV�LV�LQHTXDOLW\�

We observe around us the growing problem of pollution from the mines 
and factories. We look down our streets and see endless piles of rubbish. 
2XU�ODQG¿OOV�DUH�RYHU�ÀRZLQJ��:H�UHDG�DERXW�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�DQG�FOLPDWH�
change, we hear about parts of our continent suffering from drought and 
RWKHU�SDUWV�VXIIHULQJ�WKH�ULVN�RI�ÀRRGLQJ��$OO�WKLV�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�LV�FDXVHG�E\�
a rapid climate change. 

7KHVH�SUREOHPV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DUH�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�DOO�FRP-
munities in the world not only our little village or township. The entire world 
is  at risk.

These problems are the three heads of the same monster. This monster is 
our economic system, the way decisions are made and the way goods are 
produced and distributed.

,I�ZH�ZLVK�WR�EULQJ�DERXW�WUXH�DQG�ODVWLQJ�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RXU�FRP-
munity it is important that we understand how this system produces poverty, 
LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�
develop a plan to change this system.

the economic sYstem

An economic system is the way people produce the basics they need. 
These include food, clothing, and shelter.
People do not produce as individuals. They create a system of production
together as a community. 

,PSRUWDQW�HOHPHQWV�WKDW�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�WR�PDNH�XS�DQ�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHP�DUH�

PRoDucTion 

3URGXFWLRQ�LQYROYHV�
5DZ�PDWHULDO��3HRSOH�JHW�WKLV�IURP�WKH�QDWXUDO�ZRUOG��WKH�VRLO��SODQW�OLIH�����������
animal life and water. 
Tools and Technology (Methods of production) which people invent.
/DERXU��7KLV�LV�WKH�WLPH��HQHUJ\�DQG�VNLOO�RI�SHRSOH��

DiSTRibuTion 

People develop a system of deciding what to produce, how to produce 
and how to distribute what they produce, determining who gets what.

SocieTy anD goveRnmenT 

To make this system work without disruption, people develop common 
SUDFWLFHV��UXOHV�DQG�VWUXFWXUHG�UHODWLRQVKLSV��,Q�WKLV�ZD\�D�VRFLDO�FXOWXUH�
and political system emerges.
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how the economY changes 
The economy should be about all people in society producing their basic 
QHHGV��%XW�WRGD\�WKH�HFRQRP\�LV�DERXW�SURGXFLQJ�SUR¿WV�IRU�D�PLQRULW\��+RZ�
did this happen?

,I�ZH�ORRN�DW�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHPV�RYHU�WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�ZH�REVHUYH�FKDQJ-
es in power among people.  Power is access and control over land and tools 
of production as well as, information, knowledge and skill. 

Those who have more power (land, tools and technology, information and 
skills)  use their power to get more wealth and more power 

This tension over who controls production and therefore wealth is an impor-
tant part of change in the system.

�� Five thousand years ago people produced their basic needs by hunting 
animals, digging roots and gathering fruit. They lived in caves and used 
DQLPDO�VNLQV� IRU�SURWHFWLRQ� IURP�WKH�ZHDWKHU�� �7KH\�VKDUHG�HTXDOO\� LQ�
their little community what they hunted and gathered. They kept mov-
LQJ�LQ�VHDUFK�RI�DQLPDOV��SODQWV�DQG�ZDWHU��7KH�OHYHO�RI�FRQÀLFW�LQ�WKHVH�
FRPPXQLWLHV�ZDV�ORZ�DV�WKHUH�ZDV�UHODWLYHO\�HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�UHVRXUFHV�
among all people.

�� Two to three thousand years ago, as people developed their knowl-
edge, tools and technology, they domesticated animals and grew their 
own food for use. They settled in villages near rivers, and built houses 
from stone, grass and trees. They made rules to live by and developed 
D�IRUP�RI�VLPSOH�JRYHUQPHQW��,Q�JHQHUDO�DOO�SHRSOH�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG�
and water and therefore could produce for their basic needs and for 
H[FKDQJH�ZLWK�RWKHUV��+RZHYHU�DQ� LQHTXDOLW\�EHJDQ� WR�HPHUJH��0HQ�
claimed more control in the family and community over women because 
WKH\� ZHUH� WKH� GHIHQGHUV� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� DJDLQVW� H[WHUQDO� WKUHDWV��
A system of powerful rulers, largely male, emerged making the same 
FODLP�IRU�SRZHU����6PDOO�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�EHJDQ�WR�JHW�PRUH�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�
SURGXFHG�DQG�PDGH�XS�D�ZHDOWK�FODVV���+RZHYHU�WKH�LQHTXDOLW\�ZDV�QRW�
DV�ODUJH�DV�ZH�H[SHULHQFH�LW�WRGD\�

�� $ERXW�����\HDUV�DJR�GUDPDWLF�FKDQJHV� LQ� WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
V\VWHP�OHG�WR�RXU�V\VWHP�WRGD\��6PDOO�JURXSV�RI�SHRSOH�WRRN�RZQHUVKLS�
of the land and the entire system of production. Often this was done by 
violent means. Those who lost their land were forced to sell their labour 
in the mines, farms and factories set up by the new class of owners. 
Goods were distributed through a system of buying and selling. The 
RZQHUV�H[SORLWHG� WKH� ODERXUHUV�SD\LQJ� WKHP�YHU\� OLWWOH� IRU� WKHLU� ODERXU�
or in the case of slaves, nothing at all. This change took place within 
communities but also across continents. Europe and England led by 
JOREDO� FRUSRUDWLRQV� �VXFK�DV� WKH�'XWFK�(DVW� ,QGLD�&RPSDQ\�DQG� WKH�
(QJOLVK�(DVW�,QGLD�&RPSDQ\��YLROHQWO\��FRORQL]HG�ODUJH�SDUWV�RI�$VLD�DQG�
the whole of the America’s and Africa. They used the power of natural 
resources and slave labour to build their corporations and economies 
and maintain global power.
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ineQualitY among PeoPle
,QHTXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHP�KDV�JURZQ�WR�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�
�� ����RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�SRSXODWLRQ�FRQVXPH�������RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�SURGXFHG�
�� ����RI�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�SRSXODWLRQ�FRPSHWH�IRU�������RI�ZKDW�LV�SURGXFHG
�� ����RI�WKH�ZRUOGV�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYH�RQ�MXVW������RI�ZKDW�LV�SURGXFHG�

Governments no longer protect the community as a whole; they are heavily 
LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�YHU\�ULFK�LQ�VRFLHW\��0RVW�JRYHUQPHQW�OHDGHUV�WKHPVHOYHV�
become part of the rich.

There is enough wealth in the world. The problem is that the wealth is in the 
hands of a tiny minority.

uneQual Power between PeoPle and our natural 
enVironment 
,Q�SUH�LQGXVWULDO�VRFLHWLHV�SHRSOH�KDG�JUHDWHU�UHVSHFW��VRPHWLPHV�IHDU��IRU�
the land, forests, rivers, the oceans plants and animals. People did not see 
themselves as superior to animals, plants and nature.

As people developed their knowledge tools and technology they began to 
see themselves as more superior to animal and plant life and treated natural 
OLIH�DV�REMHFWV� IRU�XVH��+RZHYHU� WKH�VL]H�RI� WKH�HDUWK¶V�KXPDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�
was small and the tools people used were not powerful enough to destroy 
natural life.

,Q�WKH�ODVW�����\HDUV��DV�SRSXODWLRQV�JUHZ�ODUJHU�DQG�DV�WRROV�ZHUH�PDGH��
more powerful, production increasingly led to the destruction of nature. For 
a long time people reasoned that there was no need to fear the loss of natu-
ral life because nature was large enough to reproduce itself. They reasoned 
WKDW�D�WUHH�FKRSSHG�GRZQ�ZRXOG�UHQHZ�LWVHOI��WKDW�DQLPDOV�DQG�¿VK�ZRXOG�
reproduce themselves and fresh air would replace polluted air. 

However this theory is proving to be incorrect. We now see plant and animal 
species disappearing permanently. We see the destruction of forests lead-
LQJ�WR�WKH�GHFOLQH�LQ�WKH�SURGXFWLRQ�RI�R[\JHQ�

All this results from ruthless production by mines and industries - with no 
consideration for people and the environment.  
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�� DiSPoSaL

7KLV�V\VWHP�RI�UXWKOHVV�SURGXFWLRQ�GULYHQ�E\�SUR¿W�FUHDWHV�PRUH�ZDVWH�WKDQ�
can be safely disposed of. Recycling cannot solve the problem.
/DQG¿OO�VLWHV�DUH�DOZD\V� ORFDWHG�QHDU�SRRU�FRPPXQLWHV�DQG� WKLV� OHDGV� WR�
KHDOWK�SUREOHPV�IRU�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��:RUNHUV�LQ�ODQG¿OO�VLWHV�VXIIHU�IURP�LQ-
jury and health problems.
Wealthier countries today move their waste for disposal to poorer countries 
because governments have weaker regulation and local business need the 
money from these contracts.

the effects of mining and industrY
�� 'HVWUXFWLRQ�RI� WKH�R]RQH� OD\HU�ZKLFK�SURWHFWV�XV�IURP�WKH�UD\V�RI� WKH�

sun, warming the atmosphere and causing ice caps to melt and water 
levels to rise taking up land and lower levels. 

�� 'HVWUXFWLRQ�RI�IRUHVWV�WKDW�WDNH�XS�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH�DQG�SURGXFH�R[\JHQ��
producing more harmful gases and releasing them into the air 

�� Destruction of water supplies and polluting both surface water supplies 
and underground water

�� Destruction of fertile soil, with once arable land turning into deserts 
�� Destruction of plant and animal life

�

ACTIVITY 

Production is destruction

�� exTRacTion 

&RUSRUDWLRQV�DUH�PLQLQJ��¿VKLQJ�DQG�FXWWLQJ�GRZQ�IRUHVWV�LQ�VXFK�TXDQWLHV�
and speed that the forests, water and soil are unable to renew itself. This 
KDV�OHG�WR�H[WLQFWLRQ�RI�PDQ\�VSHFLHFHV�RI�DQLPDO�DQG�SODQW�OLIH���5XWKOLHVV�
SURGXFWLRQ�IRU�SUR¿W�LV�FUHDWLQJ�PDVVLYH�SROOLXWLRQ�RI�WKH�DLU�ZDWHU�DQG�VRLO�

This leads to serious health problems in the community especially among 
ZRUNHUV�LQ�WKH�H[WUDFWLYH�LQGXVWULHV��PLQHV��DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�OLYLQJ�DURXQG�
the these industries.

�� PRoDucTion

Manufacturing industries produce more goods then needed by the earths 
population They overuse natural resources, water and energy. They use 
ODUJH�TXDQWLWLHV�RI�FKHPLFDO�FRPSRXQGV��ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�PDVVLYH�SROOXWLRQ��
create health problems for workers and the mainly poor communities who 
live around the industries.  

�� DiSTRibuTion

The huge amounts of goods made in different parts of the world need in-
FUHDVHG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�FHQWUDOL]HG�VKRSSLQJ�FHQW-
ers (malls). People need transport to get to these centers. The increased 
transport needs results in greater consumption of energy (petrol) and in-
creased emission of green house gasses. This system of distribution also 
uses packaging which cannot be taken back by the soil. This results in 
large amounts of waste.

5HDG�WKH�1RWHV�DERYH�DQG�GLVFXVV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�

����:KDW�DUH�WKH�NH\�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�HFRQRP\�SULRU�WR�
colonialism and the economy today?

��,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V�DUH�SHRSOH�EHWWHU�RII�WRGD\"

��,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V�DUH�SHRSOH�ZRUVH�RII�WRGD\"

����,I�\RX�ZHUH�JLYHQ�WKH�SRZHU�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�FXUUHQW�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHP��ZKDW�
ZRXOG�\RX�GR�WR�VROYH�WKH���SUREOHPV�RI�SRYHUW\��HFRQRP\�DQG�HQYLURQPHQ-
tal destruction

 understanding our economY

See the video :
http://www.storyofstuff.org/
movies-all/story-of-stuff/


