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Introduction
The Bench Marks Foundation is proud to 
present the 5th edition of Action Voices 
which is a review of the work Bench Marks 
VXSSRUW�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�YRLFH�DQG�DFWLRQ��

The writings in this volume support the 
ӾQGLQJV�RI�WKH�PDQ\�UHVHDUFK�UHSRUWV�GRQH�
by Bench Marks Foundation especially in 
0LQLQJ�DUHDV�
&RUSRUDWLRQV�SXUVXH�SURӾWV�ZLWK�OLWWOH�
regard to the impact they have on 
WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�OLIH���
Communities living around platinum, coal 
and heavy industry plants are forced to 
cope with polluted air and contaminated 
ZDWHU��

While government is appointed to be 
the guardians of the environment and 
protectors of the people, they are found 
ODFNLQJ�LQ�FRPPLWPHQW�WLPH�DQG�DJDLQ��7KH�
communities see government as soft on 
corporations because senior politicians and 
JRYHUQPHQW�RԀFLDOV�VHHN�EXVLQHVV�GHDOV�RU�
MREV�LQ�WKHVH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�

Twenty years after the establishment of 
democracy communities feel that they have 
RQO\�PDUJLQDOO\�EHQHӾWHG�IURP�WKH�FKDQJH��
There is a growing anger at community 
level at the pace of change or the lack of 
change and that communities have to deal 
ZLWK�DOO�WKH�H[WHUQDO�LPSDFWV�RI�PLQLQJ���

7KLV�PRRG�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�KDV�LQӿXHQFHG�
the Bench Marks theme going into 2015, 
“Enough is Enough, Change Now!”

Organising at a community level is no 
HDV\�WDVN���%LJ�DQG�SRZHUIXO�FRUSRUDWLRQV�
DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�RԀFLDOV�RQO\�SD\�OLS�
service in their intention to consult with 
FRPPXQLWLHV�RQ�FKDQJHV�WKDW�DӽHFW�
WKHP��/RFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DUH�YHU\�SRRUO\�
resourced and lack the capacity to engage 

organisations and institutions that show 
WKHP�OLWWOH�UHVSHFW��,W�LV�IRU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�
that Bench Marks in its support for 
communities has been searching for new 
and innovative ways to build the power of 
ORFDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV���

We have explored innovative ways to give 
support for the personal development and 
LQGLYLGXDO�VNLOOLQJ�RI�DFWLYLVWV��:H�ZRUNHG�
with organisations to develop capability 
WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�HӽHFWLYHO\�ZLWK�WKHLU�ORFDO�
community through newsletters and the 
ODUJHU�ZRUOG�YLD�VRFLDO�PHGLD��7KLV�\HDU�ZH�
began to explore the use of radio podcasts 
so organisations could reach a wider 
DXGLHQFH��

After 5 years of work, our coordinators and 
facilitators feel that that the time is ripe 
for a radical review of our strategies and 
exploration of new approaches in how we 
VXSSRUW�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�DFWLRQ��7KH\�KDYH�
called for the Monitoring school to move 
out of the “classroom” and recreate itself in 
GLUHFW�FRPPXQLW\�DFWLRQ��

The community monitors school in 2015 
is taking the challenge “Change Now “ 
E\�ӾQGLQJ�ZD\V�WR�GLUHFWO\�HQJDJH�ZLWK�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�PRVW�DӽHFWHG�DQG�WR�VHH�
how they can hold duty bearers more 
DFFRXQWDEOH��

Bishop Jo Seoka  -  Chairperson                                                                 
John Capel - Executive Director
                                                                       
Bench Marks Foundation                                                
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Ekhuruleni/EEO

THE Ekhuruleni monitors school is a collaboration between the Bench Marks 
)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�(NKXUXOHQL�(QYLURQPHQWDO�2UJDQLVDWLRQ��((2���,W�LV�
EDVHG�LQ�.ZD�7KHPD��(NKXUXOHQL�RQ�WKH�(DVW�5DQG�RI�*DXWHQJ�3URYLQFH��7KH�
organisation emerged as a formation in the community monitors school in 
������

((2�IRFXVHV�RQ�JHQHUDO�HQYLURQPHQWDO�DQG�VRFLDO�FRPPXQLW\�SUREOHPV��,W�LV�
actively monitoring the many abandoned mines on the East Rand as well as 
SUREOHPV�UHODWLQJ�WR�KRXVLQJ��WKH�GLVDEOHG�DQG�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ��

__________________________________________________________________________

The unreliability of Metro Rail in 
the East Rand (Gauteng) 
Lebogang Makua

Metro rail is the public transport system 
that most communities use in their daily 
FRPPXWLQJ���:RUNHUV�DQG�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�
really depend on its availability and 
SXQFWXDOLW\�PRVWO\�XVH�WKH�V\VWHP��0HWUR�
UDLO�RӽHUV�WZR�W\SHV�RI�WUDLQV��QDPHO\��´DOO�
VWDWLRQVµ�DQG�´PHWUR�SOXV�H[SUHVVµ��7KH�
WZR�GLӽHU�LQ�IDUHV�DQG�WKH�WLPH�RI�WUDYHO�

The “all stations” train would travel 
longer as it stops at all the stations in 
Johannesburg, while the express train 
would be quicker and a bit more expensive 
WKDQ�WKH�RWKHU�RQH��7KH�H[SUHVV�WUDLQ�RQO\�
VWRSV�DW�FHUWDLQ�VWDWLRQV��

This is how the system is supposed to 
operate, unfortunately that is not how it 
ZRUNV�LQ�WKH�(DVW�5DQG��(NXUKXOHQL��

Metro rail has become so unreliable that 
many people have lost their trust in the 
V\VWHP��3XEOLF�URDGV�DUH�OHVV�FRQJHVWHG�
because most drivers use trains instead of 
GULYLQJ�EHWZHHQ�KRPH��ZRUN�DQG�VFKRRO��

The problem that the commuters encounter 
daily with the system is that the trains are 
KDUGO\�RQ�WLPH�LI�QRW�DYDLODEOH�DW�DOO��0RVW�
trains are not up to standard and encounter 
PHFKDQLFDO�SUREOHPV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��0DQ\�
times, commuters have found themselves 
stranded in the middle of nowhere due to 
mechanical failure and as a result some are 
ODWH�IRU�ZRUN�RU�VFKRRO��7KH�VDG�SDUW�RI�LW�
is that commuters buy monthly tickets for 
train fare but still the trains would not run 
DV�H[SHFWHG��6XUHO\�PHWUR�UDLO�FDQ�VHH�LQ�
their computer systems how many people 
XVH�WKHLU�VHUYLFHV�RQ�D�PRQWKO\�EDVLV�

At some instances workers are served with 
ZULWWHQ�QRWLFHV�IRU�ODWH�FRPLQJ��6RPH�KDYH�
been dismissed because of the unreliability 
RI�0HWUR�5DLO��

It is not certain what the root cause of this 
SUREOHP�LV��6RPH�VD\�WKDW�WKH�WUDLQ�VLJQDOV�
are of poor quality hence there are a lot 

RI�GHOD\V��7KLV�KDV�FRVW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�WKHLU�
MREV�DQG�0HWUR�5DLO�LV�YHU\�UHOXFWDQW�WR�Ӿ[�
WKH�SUREOHP��0HWUR�UDLO�RQO\�SURPLVHV�QHZ�
trains with high-class signals by the end of 
�����

In the meantime commuters can only hope 
that the system gets better until the new 
WUDLQV�DUH�LQWURGXFHG�
__________________________________________

Urban struggle for a basic need
Mandla Jwili

Tembisa is a large township situated to 
the north of Kempton Park in Ekurhuleni, 
*DXWHQJ�3URYLQFH��,W�KDV�D�WRWDO�SRSXODWLRQ�
RI����������RI�ZKLFK��������DUH�EODFN�
$IULFDQV�

Ekurhuleni Metropolitan is said to have the 
cleanest water in the whole of Gauteng, 
EXW�,�ZRQGHU�LI�WKH�HӽRUW�DQG�DOO�WKH�PRQH\�
spent on making sure that the water is as 
healthy as it can be, is the cause of such 
a small supply of water or is it the high 
SRSXODWLRQ�RI�LQKDELWDQWV��5HVLGHQWV�DUH�
facing  shortage of water supply week in 
DQG�ZHHN�RXW��5HVLGHQWV�JR�IRU�D�IXOO�GD\�
of not having a drop of water coming from 
WKHLU�KRXVHKROG�WDSV��,W�GRHVQ·W�HQG�RQ�RQH�
day, this happens twice or three times in a 
ZHHN��PRUH�HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�6DWXUGD\V��7KLV�
DV�D�UHVXOW�PDNHV�LW�GLԀFXOW�IRU�UHVLGHQWV�WR�
do what needs to be done with the water in 
RUGHU�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�WKHLU�GDLO\�URXWLQH�

Water is an essential human need, not 
only for drinking and cooking but also for 
EDWKLQJ��ODXQGU\�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�WRLOHW��
One can just imagine the result of these 
EDVLFV�WDVN�QRW�EHLQJ�GRQH��:KDW�GR�ZH�
say about the hygiene of the residents? 
Residents are forced to store water in 20 
OLWUH�EXFNHWV��)LOOLQJ�D����OLWHU�EXFNHW�WDNHV�
DV�ORQJ�DV���PLQV��7KDW�LV�KRZ�OLWWOH�ZDWHU�
LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�V\VWHP�

Now I ask myself, has the municipality ever 
been in communication with the residents 
of these communities, to let them know 
why there is a shortage and what is the 
URRW�FDXVH�RI�LW"��,�NQRZ�WKLV�LV�QRW�VR��
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5HVLGHQWV�DUH�DV�LQ�WKH�GDUN�DV�,�DP�

Community participation is not being 
practised by the local government and 
frankly the community has grown to accept 
not being consulted in any decision making 
that will threaten or imbalance their 
OLYHOLKRRG�

The new waste removal system will escalate 
the unemployment rate by:
By Sabatini Motloung

Ekurhuleni is one of the six regions 
in Gauteng, situated in the east of the 
Gauteng Province, the population of more 
WKDQ���������SHRSOH��,W�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�
marked as an Aerotropolis Area because of 
WKH�25�7DPER�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$LUSRUW��

 Many initiatives have been taken to build 
WKH�HFRQRP\�RI�WKLV�UHJLRQ��+RZHYHU�ZKLOH�
many of these initiatives will be good and 
productive for business and economic 
SXUSRVHV�LW�KDV�LWV�VLGH�HӽHFW�IRU�WKH�
SHRSOH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�0XQLFLSDOLW\��

The most concerning issue is the new 
waste removal system that is introduced 
LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�
has pursued the “push on wheels rubbish 
bins” in the locations, I agree that it will 
make things easier for the workers and the 
streets will be cleaner than before but were 
the jobs of the other workers considered 
LQ�WKH�SURFHVV"�1R��WKH\�ZHUH�QRW��7KH�
new system will require fewer workers to 
RSHUDWH��

These services will also require residents 
PRVW�RI�ZKRP�DUH�XQHPSOR\HG�WR�SD\�IHHV��
7KLV�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�FRQVLGHUHG��
More than 200 people are left jobless 
because of this new system and more 
municipal workers are still going to lose 
WKHLU�MREV��7KLV�ZLOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�
already alarming high unemployment rate 
in South Africa, which is the cause for the 
escalation of crime and substance abuse 
FDVHV��
“The rich will get richer and the poor will 
be poorer” this statement proves itself as 
the technologies advances, as development 

WDNHV�SODFH�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\GD\��:LOO�WKH�
sorrow of the breadwinners end? In this 
UHJDUG��,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�VR�

Corruption in Housing Allocation
Sandile Nombeni

In 2012 October on the 20th the 
FRPPXQLW\�RI�.ZD7KHPD�([W����DQG�����
were told that families there would be 
UHORFDWHG�WR�.ZD7KHPD�([W���DQG�VL[�
months eviction letters were issued to 
them saying they should evacuate the area 
ZLWKLQ�WZR�GD\V��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�GHFLGHG�
to call for legal assistance, which helped 
them to stop the evictions, and called the 
municipality to attend a court proceeding 
where they found out that the municipal 
HYLFWLRQV�ZHUH�LOOHJDO�

On the 9th of April 2014 the second court 
proceeding took place at the KwaThema 
PDJLVWUDWH·V�FRXUW���,Q�WKLV�FRXUW�FDVH�
0U�(GGLH�1NRPRWVH��D�PXQLFLSDO�RԀFLDO�
was found  guilty on the account of not 
following proper procedures for evicting 
SHRSOH���

It is clear that the majority of the citizens 
of South African still face the challenge 
of housing corruption due to the greed of 
PXQLFLSDO�RԀFLDOV�DQG�FRXQFLORUV�ZKR�VHOO�
KRXVHV��2QH�RI�WKH�YLFWLPV�RI�HYLFWLRQV��
Nozizwe Mpangane, said” I was given all 
my papers for the house and was told I now 
RZQ�P\�KRXVH�DQG�,�VKRXOG�PRYH�LQ��/DWHU�,�
was approached by the Red Ants employed 
by the council to move people, saying I 

should I move out forcing me to go back 
KRPH�ZLWK�P\�FKLOGUHQ��

Sadly two days after the proceeding an 
old neighbour of Nozizwe, by the name 
RI�-RVHSKLQH�0RVKLEH�GLHG��,�ӾUVW�PHW�KHU�
when I interviewed her while investigating 
WKLV�VWRU\��6KH�GLHG�RI�D�KHDUW�DWWDFN�
FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�VWUHVV�VKH�IDFHG�LQ�KHU�OLIH��
It is sad that the service delivery issues are 
FDXVLQJ�WKH�ORVV�RI�IDPLO\·V�PHPEHUV�LQ�
PDQ\�ZD\V�
__________________________________________

��WUHHV���2[\JHQ�ӾQJHUSULQWV
Sibusiso Buthelezi 

Small changes are the small blocks for 
bigger change that can be seen in the long 
UXQ��

The damage to the atmosphere/ozone has 
already been done and we can continue to 
let the damage expand or we can slow it 
down with the little action we can take and 
perhaps even create some form of reversal 
UHDFWLRQ��
 
Planting trees in our own backyards has 
become a routine we have lost to time and 
HYHU\GD\�H[SHFWDWLRQV��,W�LV�WLPH�DOO�6RXWK�
Africans become aware that a simple thing 
OLNH�SODQWLQJ���WUHHV�LQ�RQHV·�OLIHWLPH�KDV�D�
lasting impact on this country not only for 
the generation living now but for the future 
JHQHUDWLRQV�WR�FRPH��,I�´FDUERQ�IRRWSULQWVµ�
is the measurement of the energy one 
XVHV�WKHQ�ZK\�GRQ·W�ZH�DV�(NXUKXOHQL�
Environmental Organisation encourage 
people to plant trees and to create 
VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�FDOO�R[\JHQ�ӾQJHUSULQWV���
 
7KH�6RXWK�$IULFDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�VLWV�DW�������
PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH��,I�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�SODQWV�DW�
least 3 trees throughout their lifetime, we 
would have planted at least 152,94 million 
trees by the time the next generation is 
born, if we can achieve this, we would 
have created a greener nation and a better 
IXWXUH�IRU�DOO��

Scramble for water
By Siphesihle Phiri

Angelo is an informal settlement in 
%RNVEXUJ��%RNVEXUJ�LV�VLWXDWHG�LQ�
(NXUKXOHQL�
”The water is dirty but we have no other 
choice but to use it “said the residents of 
$QJHOR��)RU�WKH�ODVW�VHYHQ�PRQWKV�WDSV�LQ�
$QJHOR�KDYH�EHHQ�GU\�
Resident in Angelo, Gauteng have been 
forced to fetch water from a mud hole 
to survive while they wait for their water 
VXSSO\�WR�EH�UHVWRUHG��
“ My cousin and I have been fetching 
water from this big hole since last year 
1RYHPEHUµ�0LNDWHNR�&KDXNH������VDLG��´�
You can see for yourself, the water is dirty 
EXW�ZH�KDYH�QR�FKRLFH�EXW�WR�GULQN�LWµ���6KH�
said it was also dangerous to fetch water 
from the hole because it is in the bush “ as 
we might get raped or killed on the way” 
Mitateko said “we are appealing to the 
Municipality to provide water tanks for us” 
A construction company dug the hole when 
they built the railway to Johannesburg years 
DJR��5HVLGHQWV�XVH�ZDWHU�IRU�GULQNLQJ��
FRRNLQJ��EDWKLQJ��DQG�ODXQGU\�
In conclusion Mitaketo said the problem 
has been reported to the Municipality 
EXW�QR�DFWLRQ�ZDV�WDNHQ��(NXUKXOHQL�
Municipality spokesperson Themba Mkhize 
said “the water shortage problem at Angelo 
is a result of the electrical transformer 
EHLQJ�VWROHQ�E\�FULPLQDOV��+H�VDLG�WKH\�DUH�
working to solve the seven months old 
problem: “ we appeal to the residents to 
UHSRUW�WKH�WKLHYHV�WR�WKH�SROLFH�µ

__________________________________________

Sadful relocations in Langaville 
extansion 8 
Vuyelwa Cindi

0RUH�WKDQ�����UHVLGHQWV�RI�/DQJDYLOOH�ZHUH�
relocated in order for the Municipality to 
provide every member of the community 
with sanitation services and improve the 
LQIRUPDO�VHWWOHPHQWV��

On 17 May 2014 the relocation notices 
were issued to inform community members 

6
7



that on the 18th May 2014 they will be 
PRYHG�WR�QHZ�VWDQGV��0RVW�RI�WKH�UHVLGHQWV�
were happy to be moved because  they had 
no privacy and that the relocations showed 
them that the Municipality would now 
LPSURYH�WKHLU�OLYLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�

However as the relocations took place, 
some of the residents were unhappy 
because the Red Ants who helped to 
rebuild their shacks broke some of their 
furniture and other shacks were built 
ZLWKRXW�UHLQVWDOOLQJ�ZLQGRZV��

One of the community members 
complained that she was moved while 
the stand belonged to her and she is 
QRZ�OLYLQJ�LQ�D�VWDQG�ZLWKRXW�ZDWHU��0U�
Shibamo who is disabled and lives alone is 
now struggling to do some house chores 
as the new area has no taps outside and 
EXFNHW�WRLOHWV���+H�LV�QRZ�JRLQJ�WR�ERWKHU�
QHLJKERXUV�WR�DVVLVW�KLP�WR�XVH�WKH�WRLOHW��
It is now a dissatifaction to relocate the 
residents as they have so many complaints 
about the area and since they had to pay 
SHRSOH�WR�Ӿ[�WKHLU�QHZ�EXLOW�VKDFNV�
__________________________________________

Traditional healers/Sangomas 
by Vuyelwa Cindi 

My name is Vuyelwa Cindi, a resident of 
/DQJDYLOOH�ORFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�)DU�(DVW�5DQG�
of Ekurhuleni with a population of about 
15 000 people living in Reconstruction 
and Development Plan houses herein also 
UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�5'3�KRXVHV��0RVW�RI�WKH�
residents are unemployed and some of 
the jobless people make a living as street 
YHQGRUV��

Medical doctors check their patient and 
give them diagnosis before prescribing 
PHGLFDO�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�WKHLU�SRVVLEOH�FXUH���

Traditional healing is a gift that is known 
WR�EH�JLYHQ�E\�DQFHVWRUV��:KHQ�WKH�FDOOLQJ�
is realised, the called person is taken to 
an initiation school for a period of 6 to 12 
months (depending on how fast the student 
FRPSOLHV�ZLWK�WKH�WHDFKLQJV���

In the area that I live in, traditional healing 
is taken as a career and children as young 
DV����\HDUV�JHW�LQLWLDWHG��0\�FRQFHUQ�LV��
how can parents allow their children at 
such a young and tender age to go through 
this process when they are supposed to be 
groomed in their foundational studies? Is 
pleasing the ancestors worth their children 
missing out on their studies?

Since I live nearby a family of traditional 
healers, I have realised that people who 
go there for healing actually worsen their 
conditions because they are given herbs 
to clean their system by puking as well as 
OD[DWLYH�KHUEV��,Q�WKH�WUXH�VHQVH�RI�UHDOLW\��
the people that I see are weak because they 
DUH�VKRUW�RI�QXWULWLRQ��:KHQ�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�
one of the patients who also went to be 
healed, I found out that they believe that 
they must have faith in whatever is given to 
WKHP�VR�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�UHFHLYH�WKHLU�KHDOLQJ��

,·P�QRW�DJDLQVW�WUDGLWLRQDO�KHDOHUV��,�MXVW�
saw a concern that needs to be followed 
XQWLO�VXԀFLHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�SURYLGHG����

Air Pollution In Reedville

Reedville is a small township situated 
near Springs around it there are two large 
IDFWRULHV�SURGXFLQJ�GLӽHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�
SURGXFWV��7KH�QDPHV�RI�WKH�IDFWRULHV�DUH�
(UJR�DQG�:HVWHUQ�3ODWLQXP��(UJR�SURGXFHV�
gold and Western Platinum produces 
XQSULQWHG�FRLQV�IRU�WKH�6$5%��

7KH�5HHGYLOOH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�ODUJHO\�DӽHFWHG�
by a large amount of gases emitted 
E\�WKHVH�WZR�IDFWRULHV��7KH�HPLVVLRQV�
are causing a negative impact on the 
HQYLURQPHQW�DURXQG�5HHGYLOOH��$W�QLJKW�
between 00h00 and 03h00 there is a very 
EDG�RGRXU�FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�GUDLQV��7KH�
vegetation tends to lose its original colour 
DQG�VRPH�GR�QRW�HYHQ�JURZ�DW�DOO��
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Mpumalanga /SAGRC, MYACC

The Mpumalanga community monitors is a collaboration of the Bench Marks Foundation 
and the South African Green Revolution Council (SAGRC) and the Mpumalanga Youth 
$JDLQVW�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH��0<$&&���3DUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�FRPH�IURP�PDQ\�VPDOOHU�
organisations across the Mpumalanga Province: Emalahleni, Middleburg, Carolina, 
:RQGHUIRQWHLQ��2JLHV��.ULHO��6HFRQGD��'HOPDV�DQG�+HQGULQD��$OO�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DUH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�PRQLWRULQJ�RI�WKH�GHVWUXFWLYH�LPSDFWV�RI�FRDO�PLQLQJ�LQ�WKH�SURYLQFH�

Who is to Blame?
Lindiwe Maelane

MNS is an informal settlement situated in 
(PDODKOHQL���WKH�&LW\�RI�&RDO��7KH�SHRSOH�LQ�
WKLV�DUHD�OLYHG�WKHUH�VLQFH�WKH�����·V�DQG�
were moved from one place to the other 
GXH�WR�PLQLQJ�LQ�WKLV�DUHD��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�
of MNS are struggling to get clean water, 
proper housing, electricity and proper 
WDUUHG�URDGV���

There is a coal mine just a few metres from 
the community and trucks are passing by 
HYHU\�PLQXWH�FROOHFWLQJ�FRDO�IURP�WKH�PLQH��
The road on which they pass is a gravel 
URDG�DQG�GXVW�LV�HYHU\ZKHUH��7KLV�LV�D�EODFN�
FRDO�GXVW��

The mine is using a lot of water whilst our 
FRPPXQLW\�VWUXJJOHV�WR�JHW�FOHDQ�ZDWHU��
The water we use is dirty and rusty and 
RIWHQ�ZH�VSHQG�PDQ\�GD\V�ZLWKRXW�ZDWHU��
To drink, cook and wash we are forced to 
collect the contaminated water from the 
mine which the mine dumps after cleaning 
WKH�FRDOµ�VDLG�D�UHVLGHQW��

7KH�SUREOHP�VWDUWHG�LQ�������7KH�SROOXWLRQ�
from the mine causes diarrhoea, skin rash, 
DVWKPD�DQG�RWKHU�GLVHDVHV�

There are no danger signs or no-
WUHVSDVVLQJ�VLJQV�DW�WKH�PLQLQJ�SUHPLVHV��
3HRSOH�MXVW�JR�LQ�DQG�RXW�DV�WKH\�OLNH��
Even children go to the open pit to collect 
FRDO�VODWH�IRU�EXUQLQJ�SXUSRVHV��7KH�
safety of the people is not even taken 
into cognisance by the mining company 
because the premises are not fenced as 
UHTXLUHG�

The municipality is shifting the blame 
to the mines and the mines blame the 
municipality and as to who is to be blamed 
WKHUH�LV�QR�FOHDU�LQGLFDWLRQ�
 

   

Water Crises in Carolina 
Lorraine Kakaza

Carolina is a place where farmers and 
the community are supposed to enjoy 
producing organic plants and feeding their 
animals non contaminated grazing but that 
LV�RQO\�D�GUHDP��

The problem of water pollution started 
in 2012 when the community of Carolina 
got tired and started to complain to the 
PXQLFLSDOLW\��7KH�PDWWHU�HQGHG�XS�LQ�KLJK�
court and the court gave an instruction to 
the municipality to provide the people with 
FOHDQ�ZDWHU�

The water is so polluted that when people 
GULQN�LW�WKH\�JHW�VLFN��(YHQ�DQLPDOV�DQG�
SODQWV�GLH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZDWHU��3HRSOH�SD\�
monthly for water but they struggle to get 
FOHDQ�KHDOWK\�ZDWHU��6RPH�UHVLGHQWV�DUH�
DEOH�EX\�ERWWOHG�ZDWHU��7KRVH�ZKR�FDQ·W�
MXVW�GULQN�GLUW\�ZDWHU��7KH�ORFDO�PRVTXH�
PDQDJHG�WR�PDNH�D�ERUHKROH��0DQ\�
UHVLGHQWV�JHW�ZDWHU�IURP�WKLV�ERUHKROH��%XW�
IRU�VRPH�WKLV�LV�WRR�IDU�IRU�WKHP��

The municipality changed some water 
SLSHV��7KH\�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�SLSHV�ZHUH�ROG�
DQG�IXOO�RI�UXVW�DQG�WKDW·V�ZK\�WKH�ZDWHU�
ZDV�GLUW\��%XW�QRWKLQJ�FKDQJHG�

Some of the community members who 
WU\�WR�FRQIURQW�WKH�PXQLFLSDO�RԀFLDOV�DUH�
scared to share the information of what is 
UHDOO\�KDSSHQLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GRQ·W�ZDQW�
WR�SXW�WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�GDQJHU���7KH�FDVH�DW�WKH�
KLJK�FRXUW�LV�VWLOO�RQ�JRLQJ����
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The Mall that Brings Sickness
Susan Moraba
 
The mall at Vosman Circle in Emalahleni 
was built and opened without being 
ӾQLVKHG�SURSHUO\���:KDW�LV�DPD]LQJ�LV�WKDW�
sewage from three pumps in the malls 
toilets are running through the wetland just 
QHDU�LW��

0DQ\�GLӽHUHQW�SHRSOH�XVHG�WKH�ZHWODQG�
stream for religious rituals , baptism of 
church members by the ZCC church and 
WKH�ULWXDOV�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�KHDOHUV���$IWHU�
the mall was built they no longer use the 
stream because sewerage water is running 
WKURXJK�LW�DQG�SROOXWLQJ�WKH�ZDWHU��7KH�
wetland is being contaminated by the 
sewerage water and smells too, it is full 
of dirt, like plastics, bottles, disposable 
QDSSLHV�HWF��
 
The water was used for drinking when 
WKHUH�LV�QR�ZDWHU���7RGD\�WKH�ZDWHU�LV�
no longer used and children are using 
the stream to play because they used to 
VZLP�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�FOHDQ��7KH�
wetlands need to be protected from such 
contaminations and taken care of before 
LW·V�WRR�ODWH�

 

$FLG�PLQH�GUDLQDJH�DӽHFWV�
agriculture in Mpumalanga
Susan Moraba
 
Farming preserves land productivity, 
environmental quality and maintains 
GHVLUDEOH�OHYHO�RI�ELRORJLFDO�VWDELOLW\��
)DUPLQJ�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�VXVWDLQ�OLIH�
However the Mpumalanga province is 
facing a major problem in agriculture from 
acid mine drainage (AMD) that comes as a 
ZDVWH�SURGXFW�IURP�FRDOPLQHV��$FLG�PLQH�
GUDLQDJH�DӽHFWV�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�WKH�
DJULFXOWXUDO�VHFWRU��

AMD is a threat to people, plants and 
animals since it contains mostly soluble 
chemicals that removes soil nutrient, which 
LQ�WXUQ��DӽHFWV�RXU�SULPDU\�SURGXFH��$0'�
is a compilation of toxic waste in liquid 
form that gets released as a waste product 
mostly from coal mines and other fossil 
IXHO�EXUQLQJ�LQGXVWULHV��

,Q�WKH�0SXPDODQJD�SURYLQFH�LW�DӽHFWV�
agriculture because there is a lot of coal 
mining activities in the Highveld part of the 
3URYLQFH��2SHQ�FDVW�FRDO�PLQLQJ�UHPRYHV�
YDOXDEOH�WRSVRLO��GHVWUR\LQJ�LWV�IHUWLOLW\��
Once the coal has been washed with 
clean fresh underground water AMD gets 
released which turns to acidify the soil to 
the point that nothing grows and the rivers 
JHWV�FRQWDPLQDWHG��

Coal has been mined in Witbank and 
Middleburg for decades but “what are the 
signs of AMD in our rivers, are they visible? 
The signs of AMD are visible immediately 
RQFH�WKH�FKHPLFDOV�DUH�UHOHDVHG��6HYHQW\�
HLJKW�SHUFHQW�RI�$0'·V�JRHV�WR�RXU�
domestic rivers and cover them with a 
VXOSKXULF�FUXVW�DQG�UHG�ZDWHU��

Abandoned coalmines are a major factor 
LQ�$0'�SURGXFWLRQ��:KHQ�D�FRDOPLQH�LV�
abandoned the pumping of water ceases, 
ZDWHU�ӿRRGV�WKH�PLQH�DQG�RXW�ӿRZ�WKH�DFLG�
WR�QHDUE\�VWUHDPV��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�DӽHFWV�WKH�
JURZLQJ�RI�FURSV���

With its long-term impacts on biodiversity, 
AMD is lowering the output of agricultural 

SURGXFWV�OLNH�PDL]H�DQG�VR\D�EHDQV��7KLV�
leads to increases in food prices, which is a 
GLUHFW�FDXVH�RI�SRYHUW\�DQG�PDOQXWULWLRQ��

*RYHUQPHQW�PXVW�DFW�DJDLQVW�WKLV�HӽHFW�RI�
mining on our environment and community 
life 

__________________________________________

Sinkholes– A  burning hell
Thsepo Masilela
 
Coronation and Vosman in Emalahleni 
KDV�PDQ\�DEDQGRQHG�PLQHV��,Q�ZLQWHU�WKH�
PLQHV�DUH�RQ�ӾUH�DQG�\RX�FDQ�VHH�VPRNH�
FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�WKHP��2YHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�QRZ�
people who live in Coronation close to 
WKH�PLQH�OLYH�LQ�GDQJHU�RI�JHWWLQJ�EXUQW��
In the rainy season they risk falling into 
VLQNKROHV��ZKLFK�RSHQ�XS��
There is a very large community living 
DURXQG�WKH�DEDQGRQHG�PLQHV��7KH�
PXQLFLSDO�LV�EXLOGLQJ�5'3�KRXVHV�FORVH�E\��
3HRSOH�DUH�DOVR�EXLOGLQJ�VKDFNV�WKHUH��0DQ\�
residents go to the abandoned mines to 
GLJ�FRDO�IRU�KHDWLQJ��7KHVH�PLQHV�DUH�QRW�
IHQFHG�Rӽ�
 
The residents of Coronation live very close 
to the abandoned mines unlike those who 
love in Vosman who are separated from 
WKH�PLQHV�E\�D�VWUHDP�DQG�ZHWODQG��$�
resident I spoke to, asked, “ When are these 
abandoned mines going to be looked after 
because there are no fences and signs that 
LQGLFDWH�WKHUH�LV�GDQJHU��$UH�ZH�VXSSRVHG�
to burn before we are moved to a proper 
land? “
7KH�DEDQGRQHG�PLQH�LV�D�VDG�VWRU\�WR�WHOO��
__________________________________________

Is our education system failing us 
or are we failing it?
Sicelo Mathunjwa
 
Today our youth even the young children 
from primary school no longer understand 
WKH�VWDQGDUGV�RI�EHLQJ�D�FKLOG��WKH\�YLRODWH�
their rights and disrespect their parents 
DQG�WHDFKHUV�DW�VFKRRO��7KH\�GULQN�DOFRKRO�
and smoke in front of their teachers and 

SDUHQWV�KDYH�QRWKLQJ�WR�VD\�DERXW�WKDW��
Some parents allow their kids to drink 
indoors and give them lots of pocket 
PRQH\�IRU�VFKRRO�
A dropout from primary school, when 
asked why he left school, said  “School 
is boring more especially when you have 
friends who are not at school, You feel like 
you are missing out and the things they do 
when you are not around is interesting and 
WHPSWLQJ��:KHQ�WKH\�JLYH�XV�KRPHZRUN�
its like they are punishing us and another 
thing is that people get employment 
ZLWKRXW�PDWULF�VR�ZK\�FDQ·W�,�´��

Peer pressure is playing a big role in our 
OLYHV�DQG�ZH�EHWWHU�ZDWFK�RXW�

When it comes to June 16, they wear 
school uniforms when they know they are 
JRLQJ�WR�GULQN�DQG�LQ�1RYHPEHU�DIWHU�ӾQDO�
examinations they celebrate by drinking 
WRR��:KHUH�LV�RXU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQ�JRLQJ"�
Many scholars are dropouts at primary 
OHYHO��6RPH�DW�KLJK�VFKRRO�OHYHO��DOO�WKH\�
do is bask in the sun and some females 
are pregnant, using drugs and others are 
EHKLQG�EDUV�
$V�WKH�\RXWK�RI�0SXPDODQJD�SOHDVH�OHW·V�
love ourselves and start thinking of the 
IXWXUH��:H�DUH�WKH�IXWXUH��OHWV�JR�WR�VFKRRO�
DQG�EH�SURXG�
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Kidney failure is largely caused by 
toxins in water
Sboniso Dlamini
 
7KH�KXPDQ�ERG\�LV�D�V\VWHP��,QVLGH�HDFK�
V\VWHP�ZH�ӾQG�RUJDQV��IRU�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKH�
H[FUHWRU\�V\VWHP�ZH�ӾQG�DQ�RUJDQ�FDOOHG�
kidney, two remarkable bean shaped 
RUJDQV�WKH�VL]H�RI�D�ӾVW�WKDW�PDQXIDFWXUHV�
important chemical for the body and retain 
VXEVWDQFH�ZH�QHHG�IRU�RXU�KHDOWK��,W�DOVR�
eliminates toxic waste from the body via 
XULQH���:K\�GR�NLGQH\V�IDLO"

The kidney might be damaged and start 
to fail for a number of reasons but mostly, 
NLGQH\V�IDLO�GXH�WR�WR[LQV�LQ�ZDWHU��7KLV�
is the reason I had to write this article! 
Knowing that the water we have here in 
:LWEDQN��0SXPDODQJD�3URYLQFH��LV�LPSXUH��
it follows that it may be the cause of kidney 
IDLOXUHV��

The water contains impurities from 
LQGXVWULHV�DQG�IURP�SHRSOH��7KH�OHYHO�RI�
these impurities is so high that it can lead 
to cause serious health problems like 
NLGQH\�IDLOXUH��

These impurities are microbial pathogens 
(diseases that produce micro organism 
which includes bacteria, viruses and 
SDUDVLWHV���6HFRQG�LPSXULWLHV�DUH�
organisms, which includes Thrihomathane 
(THMs), which are formed in water where 
chlorine in water combines with naturally 
RFFXUULQJ�PDWWHU��7KLUG��LPSXULWLHV�LQFOXGH�
pesticides including herbicides, insecticides 

DQG�IXQJLFLGHV��/DVWO\�ZH�DUH�KDYLQJ�
the volatile organic chemicals (VOCs), 
which includes solvents and adhesive like 
EHQ]HQH��JOXH�DQG�IXHO��7KH�92&V�DUH�WKH�
major cause of kidney failure because they 
contain compounds like benzene, which 
cause deterioration of the kidneys till they 
DUH�SHUPDQHQWO\�GDPDJHG��

Once the kidney gets damaged, special 
machines are used to remove toxins from 
WKH�EORRG�RU�WKH�DӽHFWHG�SDWLHQW�PD\�JR�
IRU�D�NLGQH\�WUDQVSODQW�

What I believe can be the solution is not 
a kidney transplant or some dialysis 
but adopting all the wetlands and all 
underground water sources that are not 
yet intoxicated by acid mine drainage 
and also set procedures and put in place 
monitoring systems for better water 
FRQVHUYDWLRQ��/DVWO\�ZKLOVW�WKLV�SURFHVV�
is being implemented, people must do 
monthly kidney checkups in nearest clinics 
DQG�KRVSLWDOV�

__________________________________________

We live in frustration
Lucky Maisanye

A society where people are not informed 
LV�KDUG�WR�RUJDQLVH��$�ORW�LV�WDNLQJ�SODFH�
EHIRUH�RXU�H\HV�ZLWKRXW�XV�DFWLQJ��:H�OLYH�
in an environment, which is highly polluted, 
and we are neighbours of open cast coal 
PLQHV��9LEUDWLRQV�IURP�PLQH�EODVWLQJ�DQG�
LQKDOLQJ�RI�GXVW�LV�RXU�GDLO\�H[SHULHQFH��

We live above soil, which is rich in coal, 
and we export electricity to the southern 
African region yet we do not have access to 
HOHFWULFLW\������LQ�����GD\V�D�\HDU��,W�LV�D�
EODVSKHP\��

2XU�WRZQ�KDV�GLӽHUHQW�PLQHUDO�UHVRXUFHV�
underneath like coal, chrome, vanadium 
HWF��DQG�FRDO�ӾUHG�SRZHU�VWDWLRQV��ZKLFK�
should create employment opportunities, 
EXW�ZH�ӾQG�KLJK�UDWHV�RI�XQHPSOR\PHQW�
amongst young people who live in 
IUXVWUDWLRQ��

Many people move into our town for 
HPSOR\PHQW��WKH\�DUH�YHU\�SRRU��7KH�
overcrowding makes it almost impossible 
for the local municipality to deliver services 
IRU�DOO��,OOHJDO�GXPSLQJ�LQFUHDVHV�GDLO\��
waste water leakages forms streams and 
LOOHJDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�RI�HOHFWULFLW\�JHWV�ZRUVH��

It is a blasphemy for those who were 
born and bred in this town, as they 
are unemployable for most permanent 
positions in many industries because 
PDQ\�IDLO�PHGLFDO�ӾWQHVV�WHVWV�WR�ZRUN�LQ�
WKH�PLQHV�RU�LQGXVWULHV��7KH�VDPH�PLQHV�
and industries cause this by emitting their 
toxic gases into our lungs and refusing to 
employ us or compensate us for damaging 
RXU�HQYLURQPHQW���7KH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�RXU�
country says “Everyone has the right to an 
environment that is not harmful to their 
KHDOWK�RU�ZHOO�EHLQJ�µ��7R�DFKLHYH�WKLV�EDVLF�
KXPDQ�EDVLF�ULJKW��PRUH�FROOHFWLYH�HӽRUW�LV�
QHHGHG�
 

Catastrophe: Living in Hell
Thabo Ncube

Mining always leaves its footprints in both 
the sand of time and on the lives of the 
SHRSOH��$�UHVLGHQW�RI�9RVPDQ�VDLG�´0LQLQJ�
started in 1896 and with it began the reign 
RI�ODQG�JUDEELQJ�DQG�SROOXWLRQ��)URP�WKH�
����·V�HQYLURQPHQWDO�SUREOHPV�EHJDQ�WR�
JURZ��,W�ZDV�QRW�D�VXUSULVH�WKDW�WKH�ORFDOV�
EHJDQ�WR�VXӽHU�IURP�KHDGDFKHV��GL]]LQHVV��
NLGQH\�IDLOXUHV�DQG�RWKHU�GLVHDVHVµ��,Q�WKH�
����·V�PDQ\�PLQHV�ZHUH�DEDQGRQHG��)LUHV�
VWDUWHG�WR�EXUQ�XQGHUJURXQG��7KLV�LV�ZK\�
this place is class “Hell” 

,·YH�EHHQ�WROG�RI�VLQNKROHV�DQG�XQVWDEOH�
JURXQGV��

It was early in the morning on the eighteen 
RI�0D\������ZKHQ�,�WRRN�P\�ӾUVW�YLVLW�
WR�WKH�ROG�ӾQH�FRDO�PRXQWDLQ�VLWXDWHG�DW�
(PDODKOHQL�:LWEDQN�1NDQJDOD�UHJLRQ��2Q�
my arrival I was greeted by dirty running 
ZDWHU��$�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHU�ZKR�
lived in the area from 1980 told me that 
WKH�UXQQLQJ�ZDWHU�ZDV�WKHUH�IRU����\HDUV��
When I passed by I saw cracks on the 
JURXQG��:DONLQJ�LQ�WKLV�ӾHOG�UHTXLUHG�
H[WUHPH�FDXWLRQ��,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKLFK�VSRW�
to walk in and which could be considered 
as a safe ground because the cracks 
FRQWLQXHG�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��,�VRRQ�UHDOLVHG�
ZKHUH�,�ZDV��,�VDZ�KHDW�ZDYHV�VLPPHULQJ�
IURP�KROHV�DKHDG�RI�PH��,�EHJDQ�WR�VPHOO�
VXOSKXU�DV�,�PRYH�QHDUHU��,�ZDV�ZDONLQJ�LQ�
WKH�FDYHV�RI�ӾUH��,�VDZ�VLQNKROHV�VFDWWHUHG�
LQ�WKH�ӾHOG��DQ\�SODFH�FRXOG�FUDFN�XS�
DQ\WLPH�DQG�,�FRXOG�ORVH�P\�OLIH�

Mr Maseko  who lived in Extension 7, told 
PH�WKDW�WKH�ӾUH�VWDUWHG�LQ�WKH�PLQHV�LQ�WKH�
HDUO\�����·V�DQG�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�FORVHG�LQ�
WKH�����·V�EXW�EXUQLQJ�QHYHU�VWRSV��WKH�
ӾUHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�EXUQ�XQGHUQHDWK�RXU�IHHW��

When I visited Vosman police station on my 
arrival Captain Maloka welcomed me with 
warm hands and referred me to constable 
Giyane who said a young man reported to 
WKH�RԀFHU�RQ���QG�-DQXDU\������WKDW�D�
friend disappeared and was never found, 
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7KH�RԀFHU�DOOXGHG�WKDW�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�
where missing persons are reported, the 
criminals take advantage in using these 
EXUQLQJ�KROHV�WR�KLGH�HYLGHQFH��

Remember on my arrival to my visit I was 
JUHHWHG�E\�GLUW\�ZDWHU��\HV�LW·V�WUXH�WKH�
ZDWHU�LV�GLUW\��,�VDZ�ZRUPV�LQ�WKHP��*LYHQ���
a community member said “The water is 
harmful to our health and our children 
used to swim in the water and the water 
FRQWDLQV�$FLG�0LQH�'UDLQDJH�IURP�PLQHV�µ�
,W·V�WUXH�,�VDZ�WKH�ZDWHU�P\VHOI�

Due to my own understanding the water 
SOD\V�D�ELJ�UROH�LQ�(]LQDPEHQL�ZKHUH�ӾUH�
EXUQV�XQGHUJURXQG��7KH�ZDWHU�NHHSV�
WKH�JURXQG�ZHW�VR�WKDW�WKH�EXUQLQJ�ӾUH�
XQGHUQHDWK�ZRQ·W�FURVV�WR�DӽHFW�SHRSOH�
RI�(]LQDPEHQL��(QRXJK�LV�HQRXJK�ZLWK�
abandoned mines polluted and poisonous 
ZDWHU��

We can talk to the newspapers or media 
WR�KHOS�XV�UDLVH�RXU�YRLFHV�WR�EH�KHDUG��
As in Nigeria where the ground has 
been rehabilitated, our government can 
rehabilitate our grounds in Witbank 
(PDODKOHQL��7KHUH�LV�DQ�����FKDQFH�\RX�
will end up with liver problems caused 
by drinking the tap water we use in our 
houses here in Emalahleni and diseases 
VXFK�DV�VLQXVHV��DVWKPD��DQG�WXEHUFXORVLV�

How dare you…?
Bernard Sibande

How dare you… you left me in the cold 
when you found gold,
You discovered my coal and left me with a 
big hole,
You bumped into my platinum and you 
never gave me some,
Where are my diamonds?
I thought you were a darling,
How dare you…?
<RX�IRXQG�ZDUPWK�ZKHQ�,�VXӽHUHG�WKURXJK�
global warming
My seasons are altered…
6DFULӾFHG�LQ�WKH�DOWDUV�RI�WKH�$QJOR��
alternatively America
I am crippled by climate change whilst you 
promise corporate responsibility,
:KHUH·V�\RXU�FRRSHUDWLRQ"
How dare you…?
I want to be Frank but fracking!!! You must 
be joking…
You sweet talk me with science… some 
nonsense nuclear energy,
Russia wait, I have my own suns, river and 
wind,
,·P�VWURQJ�HQRXJK�
How dare you…?
You took my assegai made me an assassin,
In all my nine provinces no gal, 
Where is your sense of humour?
You built me Santa for our honeymoon, are 
you nuts?
Where are my bees?
How dare you…??? How dare you…???
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Rustenburg/BuaMC

The Rustenburg Community Monitors school in collaboration with Bua Mining Commu-
nities, a network of communities located in the platinum mining areas around the city of 
5XVWHQEXUJ���%XD�0LQLQJ�&RPPXQLWLHV�LV�D�QHZ�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�ZKLFK�XQLWHV�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�
UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�GHVWUXFWLYH�LPSDFWV�RI�WKH�PDQ\�SODWLQXP�PLQHV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�

8QSXULӾHG�:DWHU�IRU�&RPPXQLW\�
Consumption
Mpho Makgene (Chaneng) 

Water is life, a precious scarce resource 
WKDW�QHHGV�QRW�WR�EH�ZDVWHG�RU�SROOXWHG��
2XU�ULJKW�WR�DFFHVV�WR�VXԀFLHQW�ZDWHU�
is protected in section 27(1)(b) of the 
FRQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�WKH�5HSXEOLF�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD��
According to national regulations, everyone 
has the right to a minimum basic clean 
ZDWHU�VXSSO\�
Since the beginning of 2014 the community 
of Chaneng has been experiencing dirty 
or no water supply without any notice 
RU�ZDUQLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��7KLV�LV�
a violation of the right to clean water by 
WKH�5R\DO�%DIRNHQJ�ZDWHU�DӽDLUV�DQG�WKH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�:DWHU��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�
VXӽHUV��HVSHFLDOO\�ZRPHQ�DV�WKH\�DUH�RIWHQ�
KRPH�DQG�VWUXJJOH�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�IDPLO\·V�
QHHGV�ZKHQ�ZDWHU�LV�GLUW\�RU�FXW�Rӽ�IRU�D�
GD\��

A primary school girl said that “the 
principal told us to go home as there was 
no water and the school feeding scheme 
SURJUDPPH�FRXOGQ·W�FRRN�DQG�ZH�GLGQ·W�
have water to drink” and she also added 
WKDW�´,�ORYH�JRLQJ�WR�VFKRROµ��$QG�GXULQJ�
these water crises, school lessons are 
interrupted and children are told to go 
KRPH�DV�HDUO\�DV���D�P��

A middle aged woman told me that she 
ZRNH�XS�DW���R·�FORFN�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�WR�
do laundry and the water was dirty, She 
tried four buckets of 20 liters hoping that 
VKH�ZLOO�ӾQG�FOHDQ�ZDWHU�DIWHU�WKDW�EXW�LW�
was still dirty, she waited for an hour still 
WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�FKDQJH�DQG�VKH�GLGQ·W�KDYH�
a choice but to use that dirty water as 
there was too much laundry and the family 
needed clean clothes even if it stained her 
ZKLWH�FORWKHV��

Most community members said that the 
ZDWHU�KDG�PXG��DQG�WKH\�KDG�VXӽHUHG�IURP�
diarrhea but never consulted doctors but 
believe it could be caused by the muddy 
ZDWHU��:LWK�DQJHU�DQ�HOGHUO\�UHVLGHQW�VDLG�
“if we were informed about the situation 
we could have stored clean water in tanks 

�EXFNHWV�IRU�RXU�KHDOWK�VDNHµ��%XW�QRZ�
they are using it for food preparations 
and drinking and it could be hazardous 
to their lives but they have no choice as 
WKH\�DUH�KXQJU\�DQG�WKLUVW\��7KH\�LQGLFDWHG�
WKDW�WKH\�GRQ·W�NQRZ�ZKR�LV�UHVSRQVLEOH��
Communities have the right to fair 
WUHDWPHQW��LW�LV�LOOHJDO�WR�FXW�Rӽ�RU�VXSSO\�
GLUW\�WDS�ZDWHU�ZLWKRXW�QRWLFH��,W·V�WLPH�
everyone acted responsibility in preserving 
WKHVH�SUHFLRXV�UHVRXUFH��
__________________________________________

“Yonke Indawo Umzabalazo Uya si 
Vumela” 
Tshepang Molale 

During the apartheid era “Yonke Indawo 
Umzabalazo Uya si Vumela” was one of the 
struggle chants sung by our forefathers 
and parents during demonstrations against 
WKH�RSSUHVVLRQ�WKH\�ZHUH�IDFLQJ�����\HDUV�
in democracy the chant has not lost its 
VWUXJJOH�YLEH��

The community of Chaneng is situated 
north of Rustenburg, one of the Royal 
%DIRNHQJ�1DWLRQ·V����YLOODJHV�XQGHU�
OHDGHUVKLS�RI�.JRVL�/HUXR�0RORWOHJL��
,W�DOVR�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�5XVWHQEXUJ�/RFDO�
PXQLFLSDOLW\�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�ZDUG����7KLV�
community is surrounded by several 
PLQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�ZHOO�NQRZQ�FRPSDQLHV��
The youth and elders of the community 
have been chanting this chant in defence of 
their land, environment and human rights 
ZKLOH�GHPDQGLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW��

The community has turned into a  protest 
hotspot since 2009 when one of the  RB 
Plats mine shaft called Styldrift started 
operating in Chaneng without community 
FRQVXOWDWLRQ��7KH�\RXWK�RI�&KDQHQJ�
expressed their frustration by protesting 
DQG�VRPH�\RXWK�JRW�DUUHVWHG���
Consistent with their struggle the Chaneng 
youth with the support of Kgotla (Tribal 
Council) applied for the march against 
WKH�6WO\GULIW�SURMHFW�LQ�������7KLV�FDPH�
WR�VXUSULVH�5RVRQG�DQG�*HRVHUYH�LQӾOO�
drillings and scared them for 3 working 
GD\V��7KLV�FRPPXQLW\�JDLQHG�PRPHQWXP�
daily and disturbed the Styldrift project 
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SURGXFWLRQ�VHYHUHO\����7KHVH�SURWHVW�
EURXJKW�0U�3DXO�6HEHJR�WKH�0(&�RI�/RFDO�
*RYHUQPHQW�DQG�7UDGLWLRQDO�$ӽDLUV�RQ�
&KDQHQJ�VRLO�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��

In 2012 there was another protest 
addressing unemployment as Stlydrift shaft 
ZDV�KLULQJ�DQG�QRW�JLYLQJ�%DFKDQD�ӾUVW�
SULRULW\���

That was not the end, in 2013 the youth 
of Chaneng protested against the illegal 
LQӾOO�GULOOLQJV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�YLOODJH�ZLWKRXW�
consultation and 6 youth were arrested by 
PLQH�SROLFH�DQG�KDQGHG�RYHU�WR�6$36��7KH\�
slept one night behind bars and their case 
ZDV�ZLWKGUDZQ�ZLWK�FRQGLWLRQV��7KHVH�GLG�
not stop the protest, youth accompanied 
the village chief Mr Seotshoane to the 
GULOOLQJV�WR�WHOO�WKHP�WR�VWRS��

7KLV�XQUHVW�VWLOO�FRQWLQXHG��2Q�KXPDQ�
rights day 2013 the youth went on a 
SHDFHIXO�PDUFK��7KH�6$36�UHJDUGHG�
WKLV�DV�SXEOLF�YLROHQFH��7KH\�FDPH�DQG�
released tear gas and shot rubber bullets 
at protesters who were exercising their 
ULJKW�WR�WR�SURWHVW��6L[�\RXQJ�IHPDOHV�
were arrested and detained for seven days 
ZLWKRXW�WUDLO�DQG�PHGLFDO�DWWHQWLRQ��2QH�
of the detainees was injured by a rubber 
EXOOHW��7KHLU�FDVH�KDG�EHHQ�SRVWSRQHG�
VHYHUDO�WLPHV�IURP������7KH\�ZHUH�DGYLVHG�
by the legal aid lawyer to go on trial and 
plead guilty which might have lead to the 
PDJLVWUDWH�ӾQLQJ�WKHP�RU�VHQWHQFLQJ�WKHP�
��PRQWKV��%XW�WKH\�UHIXVHG�WR�GR�WKLV��
:LWK�WKH�DVVLVWDQFH�RI�WKH�/HJDO�5HVRXUFH�
Centre their case was withdrawn on the 
30th October 2014, as the state was unable 
to respond to some of the questions and 
PDWHULDOV�UHTXHVWHG�E\�WKH�/5&�WHDP��
The detention and charges was one tactic 
used by our government to demoralize 
young people and stop them participating 
LQ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�
 
1RW�\HW�XKXUX��

The Big Steel Monster put to a 
Stop.
Collen Raphata 

The railway passing by Rasimone village to 
%RVKRHN�6PHOWHUV�FURVVHV�WKH�5����URDG��
This railway has existed for decades owned 
E\�D�ZHOO�NQRZQ�FRPSDQ\�FDOOHG�6SRRUQHW��
The railway is used by mining companies 
DURXQG�WKH�DUHD�WR�WUDQVSRUW�PLQHUDOV��7KLV�
UDLOZD\�KDV�FODLPHG�SHRSOH·V�OLYHV��OLYHVWRFN�
DQG�KRXVHV���

In 2010 there was a huge accident that 
claimed lives and left others with injuries 
while in a taxi from Rustenburg Central 
%XVLQHVV�'LVWULFW��7KH�WD[L�ZDV�UXQ�RYHU�E\�
D�WUDLQ��2Q�WKH��WK�RI�2FWREHU������WKHUH�
was an accident between a train and taxi, 
which left nine people injured amongst 
ZKRP��ZDV�DQ���PRQWKV�ROG�EDE\��

This was not the end, on the 6th of 
October 2013 another accident left a family 
homeless when a car got hit by a train 
DQG�UDQ�WKURXJK�WZR�VKDFNV��,W�ZDV�IRXQG�
that there was a little boy sleeping in one 
RI�WKH�WZR�VKDFNV��)RUWXQDWHO\�KH�ZDV�QRW�
NLOOHG�DQG�RQO\�VXӽHUHG�LQMXULHV��VDLG�WKH�
H\HZLWQHVV��2Q�WKH�VDPH�\HDU�D�WUDLQ�NLOOHG�
IRXU�FRZV�DQG�WR�GDWH�WKH�RZQHUV�KDYHQ·W�
EHHQ�FRPSHQVDWHG�

I talked to one of the workers of the railway 
Mr Themba Zulu during the construction 
and he told me that the company has 
decided to make an automatic boom gate 
ZLWK�WUDԀF�OLJKWV�WR�VORZ�GRZQ�WUDԀF�DQG�

to allow the train to pass through without 
FDXVLQJ�DQ\�DFFLGHQWV��7KLV�ERRP�JDWH�
was constructed in 2013 December, and 
VLQFH�WKHQ�WKHUH�KDVQ·W�EHHQ�DQ\�DFFLGHQWV��
The same initiative is needed in Rasimone 
as this railway passes there and most 
DFFLGHQWV�RFFXU�WKHUH�

Impacts of the Platinum Belt Strike 
Surprise Ntlathi  

No income, poverty, car repossessions, 
house eviction were the most common 
challenges faced by the community of 
Marikana during the platinum belt strike 
which started in January this year and 
ODVWHG�XQWLO�-XQH��'XULQJ�WKLV�SHULRG�WKH�
community was living in starvation, as they 
KDG�QR�LQFRPH��/RQPLQ��$QJOR�DQG�,PSDOD�
platinum workers were all participating in 
WKLV�VWULNH��

The community depended on NGOs, 
donors and churches to hand them basic 
IRRG�DQG�HVVHQWLDOV���7KH\�UHFHLYHG�IRRG�
parcels from Gift of the Givers, a charity 
RUJDQLVDWLRQ��RQ�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV��6HYHUDO�
churches donated food, clothes and baby 
IRRG�DQG�GLDSHUV��7KLV�FDXVHG�D�VWLU��DV�WKH�
receivers of the parcels would queue for 
KRXUV�DQG�ӾJKW�RYHU�TXHXH�SRVLWLRQV�DQG�
IRRG�SDUFHOV��

“It is very strange and painful to see our 
parents being pushed by youth in long 
queues just for a bag of maize meal so 
WKDW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�VOHHS�ZLWK�IXOO�WXPPLHV��

The one way to put an end to poverty 
and this strike, is for the management 
of all the mines to reach an agreement 
with the workers and the AMCU union” 
VDLG�0DULNDQD�UHVLGHQW�ZKR�LV�D�/RQPLQ�
employee and requested to remain 
DQRQ\PRXV��DV�KH�IHDUHG�EHLQJ�ӾUHG�DIWHU�
WKH�VWULNH��

'XH�WR�QR�LQFRPH��VFKRRO�FKLOGUHQ�VXӽHUHG�
as they were kicked out of school as their 
parents were unable to pay school fees 
DQG�WUDQVSRUW�IDUHV��7KHUH�ZHUH�WLPHV�
when some families would sleep without 
IRRG��DQG�FKLOGUHQ�VXӽHUHG�PRUH��DV�WKH\�
were unable to participate in class or even 
DWWHQG��´0\�VRQ·V�SULPDU\�VFKRRO�IHHV�
are R520 and R350 transport per month, 
GXULQJ�WKH�ӾYH�PRQWKV�VWULNH�P\�KXVEDQG�
and I were unable to pay for his fees this 
lead to the headmaster suspending him 
IURP�VFKRRO��:H�KDG�WR�JHW�D�ORDQ��ZH�DUH�
now in debt” said Mrs Mokoena, who is an 
HPSOR\HH�RI�/RQPLQ�DQG�KHU�KXVEDQG�DQ�
HPSOR\HH�RI�$QJOR�$PHULFDQ�SODWLQXP��
Regardless that the strike ended few 
months ago the community is still 
recovering, as they have to pay back loans 
WKH\�WRRN�IURP�EDQNV�DQG�ORDQ�VKDUNV��
And those who had their cars repossessed 
KDG�WR�VWDUW�IURP�VFUDWFK��+RSHIXOO\�LQ�
IXWXUH�KLVWRU\�ZRQ·W�UHSHDW�LWVHOI��DV�WKH�
community of Marikana has experienced 
WKLV�LQ������
__________________________________________

Unemployment in Marikana
Takatso Tontsi 

Unemployment is a phenomenon where 
SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�FDQQRW�ӾQG�D�
MRE��7KH�XQHPSOR\PHQW�UDWH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
HDVHG�WR�������LQ�WKH�IRXUWK�TXDUWHU�RI�
������IURP�������LQ�WKH��UG�TXDUWHU�DV�
reported on the 11th February 2014 by 
6WDWLVWLFV�6RXWK�$IULFD��,W·V�DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�
RI������
Unemployment in Marikana is still growing 
as more learners matriculate, graduate 
DQG�GURS�RXW�IURP�GLӽHUHQW�HGXFDWLRQ�
LQVWLWXWLRQV��0RUH�SHRSOH�FRPH�WR�0DULNDQD�
ORRNLQJ�IRU�HPSOR\PHQW�LQ�PLQHV�
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I spoke to Steven Masika on the 19 
0D\��+H�VDLG�WKDW�KH�KDV�DOZD\V�OLYHG�LQ�
Marikana, “I matriculated here, and went 
to the University of Johannesburg to study 
PHWDOOXUJ\��EXW�,�DP�VWLOO�QRW�HPSOR\HG��
And I did a relevant course for working at a 
PLQHµ��7KHUH�DUH�QRW�HQRXJK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
like internships, programmes, and other 
means to give people skills and experience 
to work at mines, so getting a job, as a 
graduate in mines around our community 
LV�UHDOO\�KDUG�

People depend on mines to hire them, 
HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��%DQNV�
FRPH�KHUH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�DOUHDG\�SODFHG��2QO\�
shops like Jet, ShopRite, and others employ 
locals, and there is no real career at those 
VKRSV�

“I stopped working at the mine so I can 
get my money and buy a taxi, so that I 
FDQ�PDNH�EHWWHU�PRQH\��1RZ�P\�WD[L�LV�
QRW�ZRUNLQJ��LW·V�D�SUREOHP�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�
WKH�OLQH�WR�ZRUN�OLNH�RWKHUV��PDQ\�RWKHUV�
DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�OLNH�,�DP��,�ZDQW�WR�MRE�
hunt again,” says a 65 years old Jabula 
0DVLOR��,�VSRNH�WR�KLP�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�
�����DW��������7KLV�XVXDOO\�KDSSHQV�WKDW�
people leave their jobs to see if other 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�OLNH�EXVLQHVV�ZRQ·W�ZRUN��
6RPH�GR��VRPH�GRQ·W��VR�WKH\�EHFRPH�
XQHPSOR\HG�

I also spoke to Micheal Micheal on the 20 
RI�0D\������DW��������+H�VDLG�WKDW�KH�RQO\�
came here to look for a job at the mines 
and has been struggling for long, and 
WKH�VWULNH�LV�DOVR�D�SUREOHP��´,�FDPH�IURP�
Free-Sate to look for a job here, at a mine 
QRZKHUH�HOVH��,W·V�EHHQ���PRQWKV�QRZ�µ

We also see strikes going on and mines 
ӾULQJ�ZRUNHUV��6DPDQFRU�ӾUHG�����ZRUNHUV�
EHFDXVH�RI�D�ZLOGFDW�VWULNH��7KH�JURZWK�RI�
XQHPSOR\PHQW�LQ�0DULNDQD�LV�SDUW�RI�XV�

Community lives in the dark due to 
poor service delivery. 
Buti Botopela (Ikemeleng)

The community of Ikemeleng has lived in 
the dark and empty promises for years, 
with no service delivery on basic human 
QHHGV�VXFK�DV�HOHFWULFLW\��7KH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�
SURMHFW�VWDUWHG�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�������7KH\�
have installed the main power lines across 
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�VWLOO�KDYHQ·W�FRPSOHWHG�
WR�GDWH��7KH�5XVWHQEXUJ�/RFDO�0XQLFLSDOLW\�
said that there is no budget to continue 
ZLWK�WKH�ZRUN�

The community faces high levels of crime 
and there are many rapes due to living 
LQ�WKH�GDUN��5HVLGHQWV�H[SHULHQFH�KRXVH�
break-ins, robberies and get mugged on 
regular basis due to the darkness, which 
allows criminals to perform their illegal 
DFWLYLWLHV��$�IHPDOH�UHVLGHQW�ZKR�KDV�
experienced the disadvantage of living in 
the dark shared what had happened to 
KHU��´,�ZDV�RQ�P\�ZD\�IURP�ZRUN�DURXQG�
18:30 pm in winter and two guys came 
running behind me, and told me to give 
WKHP�P\�EDJ��:KHQ�,�UHIXVHG�WKH\�WRRN�
out knifes and told me to shut up, at that 
point I thought I was getting raped so I 
gave away the bag which had my wallet 
with my identity document and work access 
FDUGµ��7KLV�UHVLGHQW�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�YLFWLP�RI�
FULPLQDO�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�,NHPHOHQJ��

When the installation project started last 
year the community had hoped that they 
will say good bye to living in the dark but 
all they have is power boxes in their houses 
ZKLFK�DUH�QRW�ZRUNLQJ��7KH\�VWLOO�GHSHQG�
on candles, burning fossil fuels to cook and 
mbaula as heaters in winter seasons which 
are dangerous, harmful to human health 
DQG�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ���
Ikemeleng youth has organized a meeting 
to address the challenges faced by the 
community and at the end of the meeting , 
a memorandum was written to the director 
of infrastructure development but still 
KDYHQ·W�UHFHLYHG�D�UHVSRQVH��,W�KDV�EHHQ�
TXLHW�DQG�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LV�VWLOO�WKH�VDPH��
We urged the municipality to set up 
another way to deliver good quality 

services and to involve the community 
in any future community developments 
SURMHFWV��:H�ZLOO�DZDLW�D�UHVSRQVH�EHIRUH�
a follow up memorandum of demands 
on other  burning issues is sent,  or any  
DFWLRQ�LV�WDNHQ��
__________________________________________

“siya hlala lana”
Steven Ramokhula

“Siya hlala lana” is an nguni phrase 
PHDQLQJ�´ZH�DUH�VWD\LQJ�KHUHµ��3HRSOH�ZKR�
are occupying the stands illegally, often 
XVH�WKH�SKUDVH�

Ikemeleng is a mining community in 
Kroondal seven kilometres outside of 
5XVWHQEXUJ�&�%�'��)LYH�PLQLQJ�KRXVHV�
namely Anglo American Platinum, Aquarius 
3ODWLQXP��/DQ[HVV�3ODWLQXP��6DPDQFRU�DQG�
*OHQFRUH�;VWUDWD�VXUURXQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

The challenge of living in a mining 
community is that everyone easily takes 
WKH��ODZ�LQWR�WKHLU�RZQ�KDQGV��,W�LV�HYHU\�
SHUVRQ·V�ZLVK�WR�RZQ�D�VWDQG�LQ�,NHPHOHQJ�
DV�LW�LV�YHU\�FORVH�WR�DOO�WKH�ӾYH�PLQLQJ�
houses that are within the vicinity of 
,NHPHOHQJ��6WDQGV�DUH�VROG�LOOHJDOO\�WR�
individuals while others are occupied 
ZLWKRXW�SHUPLVVLRQ��7KRVH�VWDQGV�WKDW�DUH�
sold are sold by committee members of 
,NHPHOHQJ�
 
´,�KDYH�SDLG�5���������WR�EX\�D�VWDQG�KHUH�
DQG�QRZ�,·P�EHHQ�WROG�WKH�ODQG�LV�UHVHUYHG�
for development” said Mohale Nhlapo 
ZKR�KDV�ERXJKW�D�VWDQG�WKH�ZURQJ�ZD\��,�
cannot pay money to anyone since it`s my 
democratic right to have a place I can call 
KRPH��´<HV�,�NQRZ�,�GLG�QRW�IROORZ�WKH�ULJKW�
SURFHGXUHV��,�GLG�LW�EHFDXVH�,�DP�GHVSHUDWH�
and I want to make a living by building 
rooms for tenants who are mine workers 
in the surrounding mines” these are the 
ZRUGV�RI�0[ROLVHQL�1JZDNR�

This illegal occupation of stands has 
caused division within the community as 
the legal residents now believe the illegal 
residents are delaying the developments 
that have to take place within the 

FRPPXQLW\��0LQLQJ�KRXVHV�DQG�WKH�
municipality is now making excuses to 
develop the community based on illegal 
RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�VWDQGV��7KLV�LV�WHDULQJ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�DSDUW�

Crime is increasing, corruption is hitting 
PRXQWDLQWRS��0RQH\�LV�UXOLQJ�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\��´(YHU\RQH�ZDQWV�WR�RZQ�D�
stand in Ikemeleng because it is close to 
every mine which is within the vicinity if 
Ikemeleng” said one of the community 
OHDGHUV�
The community is now calling up-on the 
Rustenburg local municipality to resolve 
the issue before it worsen as people 
continue to occupy stands illegally and the 
QXPEHU�LV�PXOWLSO\LQJ�GDLO\��
__________________________________________

Civil servants are not working 
professionally. 
Khumo Ntodi (Mafenya)

Nurses and doctors in public hospitals/
clinics 24 hours are supposed to assist 
SDWLHQWV�RQ�GDLO\�EDVLV��,W�LV�WKHLU�SURIHVVLRQ�
to save lives, but that is not happening in 
our public health sector facilities, instead, 
patients lose their lives at the hand of the 
PHGLFDO�RԀFLDOV��
 
Patients are being neglected and harassed 
by nurses who are impatient because 
they want to get their jobs done quickly 
UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�SDWLHQWV·�IHHOLQJV��7KLV�LV�
a disgrace indeed, why choose a career that 
requires working with people and applying 
the “bathopele principles” on daily basis, 
but still be harsh and treat them as if they 
DUH�LQKXPDQ��3DWLHQWV�PXVW�EH�WUHDWHG�ZLWK�
respect regardless of their age, gender 
and race and should not be left to wait for 
VHUYLFH�ORQJHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�VHHP�ӾW�WR�ZDLW�
RU�VWDQG���

This is a true story which occurred in 
Soweto, Baragwanath one of the most 
funded public hospital in South Africa, and 
the victim of maltreatment is a resident 
of Mafenya but residing in Gauteng due 
WR�HPSOR\PHQW��2Q�WKH���WK�RI�0D\�WKLV�
year during the birth of what would have 
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been her bundle of joy, but sadly she 
was attended on a later stage, when the 
QXUVHV�ӾQDOO\�FDPH�WR�FKHFN�KHU�WKH\�IRXQG�
that her baby had already passed on as a 
UHVXOW�RI�VXӽRFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�DPQLRWLF�VDF�
�SODFHQWD���7KH�QXUVHV�WROG�WKH�ODG\�WKDW�
she had to wait longer as doctors were 
not present in the hospital, and there was 
nothing they could do to help without 
WKH�GRFWRU·V�RUGHUV��,PDJLQH�WKH�SDLQ�DQG�
burning sensation of a baby inside you and 
KDYLQJ�WR�ZDLW��

This happens and the government is quiet 
and no action is taken against the nurses 
responsible for the loss of a baby, which 
could have potentially caused the death 
RI�WKH�PRWKHU�DV�ZHOO��´,�KDG�WR�WKUHDWHQ�
the nurses that I will take the matter to 
the next level to get my niece help, and 
demanded that the doctors must come 
and operate the baby out, otherwise the 
hospital would have been responsible for 
two deaths” said the aunt of the young 
ODG\��´:H�DUH�GHHSO\�KXUW�DV�WKH��'LWOKDOH��
family because we had trust in the doctors 
but they failed to do their work and we 
will never forget this tragic incident that 
happened to us as the family” said the 
DXQW��

A similar incident once occurred in 
Chaneng clinic, which serves the four 
MACHARORA community villages, the nurse 
had left the placenta inside a woman after 
ELUWK�DQG�VKH�SDVVHG�DZD\�IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��
This clearly states that the public health 
sector should have well trained and 
TXDOLӾHG�QXUVHV�DQG�GRFWRUV�RQ�GXW\�
24hours a day, well equipped facilities and 
smooth supply of medication to avoid any 
IXUWKHU�ORVV�RI�OLYHV��

Unemployment in Photsaneng 
village. 
Tshepo Motswadi (Photsaneng) 

Photsaneng village is located next to 
7XUӽRQWHLQ�VKDIW�ZKHUH�WKHUH�XVHG�WR�EH�
FRPPXQLW\�IDUPV��&RPPXQLW\�GHYHORSPHQW�
has been a concerning issue by far, as it 
is important to have sports facility and 
FRPPXQLW\�KDOO�WR�KRVW�HYHQWV��:KHQ�D�
community does not have such facilities 
WKH\�EHFDPH�LQDFWLYH�DQG�OHVV�YLEUDQW��
Our community experiences high rate of 
unemployment and it gets worse every 
\HDU��:H�DUH�QRW�HPSRZHUHG�EHFDXVH�
half of the community is jobless and it 
LV�D�PLQH�KRVWLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��,W·V�D�VDG�
situation because others cannot cope with 
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�ӾQG�FRPIRUW�LQ�DOFRKRO�
DQG�GUXJ�DEXVH�DV�WKH\�ӾQG�WKLV�DFWLYLW\�
as the only solution to forget about their 
FKDOOHQJHV��8QHPSOR\PHQW�DӽHFWV�RQH�
HFRQRPLFDOO\��VRFLDOO\�DQG�SK\VLRORJLFDOO\��
$OO�WKLV�PD\�UHVXOW�LQ�\RXWK�RU�DӽHFWHG�
party being involved in illegal activities or 
YLROHQFH���

There is no community job creating 
SURMHFWV��:H�VHH�WKH�\RXWK�GURSSLQJ�RXW�
of school at secondary level with hope of 
being employed in general work positions 
LQ�WKH�ORFDO�PLQHV��$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�FDQQRW�
get employment they resort to alcoholism 
DQG�EHFRPLQJ�'M·V��

And because raising a child is a 
FRPPXQLW\·V�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��DV�D�
community we should inspire children 
to show leadership, skills and talents 

UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VRFLDO�FKDOOHQJH�ZH�IDFH��
Start in schools by involving learners to 
participate in sports, healthy lifestyle and 
QXWULWLRQ��VNLOO�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPPHV��
Hopefully this will lead to a more innovative 
generation, which do not depend on the 
government which is failing us and mining 
FRPSDQLHV�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV��

I call upon leaders to establish empowering 
sustainable projects, which will create 
employment and allow the community 
to show case their ability, talent and 
FUHDWLYHQHVV��7KLV�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�DQG�
decrease the rate of unemployment but 
only if the community leaders, schools, 
churches and the community at large work 
WRJHWKHU�
__________________________________________

Thekwana leadership is disturbing 
community development 
Kennedy Phalose (Thekwana)

7KHNZDQD�LV�DERXW���NP�IURP�5XVWHQEXUJ��
it is surrounded by mining operations, 
which are under giant companies such 
as Anglo America, Aquarius, Glencor and 
/DQ[HVV��7KHVH�RSHUDWLRQV�DUH�FDXVLQJ�
many negative impacts to communities, 
H�J��KHDOWK��RYHUSRSXODWLRQ��DQG�GXVW�
from the waste dams which cause TB, 
sinuses, asthma, HIV/AIDS and also 
DӽHFW�SV\FKRORJLFDO�KHDOWK�ZKLFK�OHDGV�WR�
domestic and substance abuse and other 
W\SH�RI�DEXVH��

Thekwana is under Royal Bafokeng 
$XWKRULW\��7KLV�ZDV�LPSRVHG�RQ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�GXULQJ�WKH�DSDUWKHLG�HUD��
The Royal Bafokeng Authority is illegally 
EHQHӾWLQJ�IURP�WKH�PLQHV�DURXQG�
Thekwana whilst the community is 
VXӽHULQJ��7KH�5R\DO�%DIRNHQJ�$XWKRULW\�LV�
ruling Thekwana community by using RBA 
councillors and acting Kgosana who has 
EHHQ�QRPLQDWHG�E\�.JRVL�/HUXR�0RORWOHJL�
SHUVRQDOO\��

Our leader Jacob Molope Petlele who was 
regarded as a rogue leader was taken 
to old age home to be neutralized by a 

FRQFRFWLRQ�RI�PHGLFDWLRQ��+LV�GLVWDQW�
relative living in Paardekraaal 25km from 
Thekwana, was imposed as Kgosana 
RI�0DGLEDQD��7KH�DFWLQJ�.JRVDQD�DQG�
nominated RBA councillor are going back 
and forth on community issues without 
a consulting the community or getting a 
PDQGDWH�IURP�WKHP��0HHWLQJV�DUH�KHOG�DW�
.JRVDQD·V�\DUG�ZLWK�IHZ�HOGHUV�IURP�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�ZKR�DUH�.JRVL·V�V\PSDWKL]HUV��
There are no community halls, recreation 
facilities and other developments to show 
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�D�PLQH�KRVWLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��
Mines are extracting tons of platinum 
daily but they are ignorant about their 
community responsibility instead they 
DUH�JLYLQJ�VKDUHV�WR�JRYHUQPHQW�RԀFLDOV��
traditional leaders and friends and family 
ZKR�ZDVWH�LW�RQ�WKHLU�RSXOHQW�OLIHVW\OH��
People from Thekwana are neglected 
on employment and procurement 
RSSRUWXQLWLHV��7KH�5%$�GRHV�QRW�FDUH�
DERXW�WKHLU�GHYHORSPHQW��*RYHUQPHQW�LV�
DOVR�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKLV��6LQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�WKH�ZDUG�FRXQFLOORU·V�WHUP��QRWKLQJ�QR�
GHYHORSPHQW�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH��

Being neglected and abused like that I think 
it is time for the community to be active 
and join community monitors, BuaMC, 
MACUA, IANRA and SANCO to stand and 
ӾJKW�IRU�WKHLU�ULJKWV�
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The impacts of the AMCU strike 
on the community of Wonderkop 
village
Amogelang Tabane 

7KH�SURWUDFWHG�PLQHUV·�VWULNH�RQ�WKH�
Eastern and Western Platinum mines of the 
North West province in Brits, at a village 
called Wonderkop left a major impact on 
WKH�DUHD·V�HFRQRP\�DQG�LWV�UHVLGHQWV��7KH�
ӾYH�PRQWK�ZRUNHUV�SURWHVW�UHDOO\�OHIW�KROHV�
LQ�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH·V�SRFNHWV��7KH�VWULNH�
began when the workers decided that they 
would not work for a salary less than R12 
�������SHU�PRQWK��0DQ\�VPDOO�EXVLQHVVHV�
closed their shops and the streets of 
:RQGHUNRS��QHDU�0DULNDQD��ZHUH�HPSW\��
But not everyone was experiencing the 
ӾYH�PRQWK�VWULNH�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�

/RQPLQ�PLQHZRUNHUV�DW�:RQGHUNRS�ZHUH�
very sure that they would only return 
to work when their demands have been 
PHW��5DSXOD�0DEH�VDLG�µ�,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�RXU�
brothers died two years ago for us to be 
able to provide for the families they left 
behind, so how am I supposed to do that 
ZKHQ�/RQPLQ�GRHV�QRW�FDUH�DERXW�KRZ�ZH�
feel and what happens to our families?”

Ntsika Masumbuka a mineworker says only 
when their demands for a R12 500 salary 
DUH�PHW�ZLOO�WKH\�UHWXUQ�WR�ZRUN��´:H�ZHUH�
QRW�SUHSDUHG�WR�ZRUN�EHIRUH�WKHQ��:H�DUH�
OLYLQJ�LQ�KXQJHU��EXW�ZH�GRQ·W�KDYH�VWUHVV�
ZLWK�WKDW�EHFDXVH�ZH�ZLOO�JHW�WKH�PRQH\��
“Instead of supporting our families back 
home, we were relying on money from 
RXU�IDPLOLHV�EDFN�KRPH�WR�VXUYLYH��´<RX�
VHH��IRU�WKH�SDVW�ӾYH�PRQWKV�ZH�KDYH�
EHHQ�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�RXU�JUDQGPRWKHU·V�
SHQVLRQ�PRQH\�IRU�VXUYLYDO��,�PDGH�VXUH�
to accompany her every month so that I 
and my children can have something to 
HDW�EHIRUH�ZH�VOHHS�DW�QLJKW��,�HQGHG�XS�
PDNLQJ�VR�PDQ\�GHEWV�,�FDQQRW�SD\�WRGD\µ�

On the 2nd of July I interviewed the lady 
who have been left unemployed after the 
VWULNH�HQGHG�'LEXVHQJ�QRW�DFWXDO�QDPH��
said “even though we waited so long for 
the strike to end some of us are not happy 
EHFDXVH�ZH�KDYH�QR�MREV��2Q�:HGQHVGD\�

the 25th of June I went to report like other 
worker only to be told at the gate saying 
,�VKRXOG�FKHFN�ZLWK�+XPDQ�5HVRXUFHV��
When I got there I was told I was one of the 
XQOXFN\�ZRUNHUV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVPLVVHG��
,W·V�UHDOO\�QRW�IDLU�IRU�PH�EHFDXVH�ZH�ZHUH�
DOO�RQ�VWULNH��ZKHQ�WKH\�ӾUH��WKH\�VKRXOG�
ӾUH�DOO�RI�XV��,�DP�VWLOO�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�P\�
union to help me with the case of unfair 
GLVPLVVDOµ�

´$IWHU�WKH�ӾYH�PRQWK�VWULNH�WKH�/RQPLQ�
mine is trying its best to help where they 
can to help workers get back on their feet 
by giving each worker a voucher to be 
FODLPHG�DW�7HED�%DQNµ�VD\V�/RQPLQ�ZRUNHU�
Mdutjana Msinga who is working as a teller 
at Teba Bank at the Marikana CBD near 
WKH�0DULNDQD�3ROLFH�6WDWLRQ��´(YHU\RQH�KDV�
received a voucher with the name, position 
and identity number to be accessed 
easier and so that we do not have cases 
RI�VWROHQ�YRXFKHUV��,�WKLQN�WKLV�ZLOO�KHOS�D�
lot of people get back on their feet” she 
FRQWLQXHG�

The strike started on the 23rd of January 
2014 and during all this time it has 
impacted on a lot of lives but we are very 
KDSS\�WR�DQQRXQFH�WKDW�LW�KDV�ӾQDOO\�HQGHG�
and all the workers have gone back to 
work and those who were dismissed will be 
WDNHQ�FDUH�RI�

4 Shaft Mine cracks houses in 
Wonderkop
Gift Kgomo 

The Wonderkop community is living in 
OLIH�WKUHDWHQLQJ�KRXVHV��0RVW�KRXVHV�
LQ�WKLV�FRPPXQLW\�DUH�FUDFNHG��WKLV�
is a result of the mining activities of 
4Shaft located -+/-2km away from the 
FRPPXQLW\�RI�:RQGHUNRS��0LQLQJ�VWDUWHG�
LQ�����·V�LQ�:RQGHUNRS��DQG�RYHU�WKH�
years people have pinned the cracks to 
several possible causes such as aging 
of houses, uncontrollable tree roots and 
SRRU�IRXQGDWLRQV��%XW�EHIRUH�WKH�PLQLQJ�
activities in the community people lived in 
mud houses, planted trees all over their 
yards and used the same building methods 
and never experienced the challenge at 
KDQG�WRGD\��2QH�PD\�IHHO�WKH�YLEUDWLRQV�
of the blasting activity of Number 4-shaft 
mine and you would feel the ground 
VKDNLQJ�
“This is a big problem especially in winter 
because the cold air gets in the house 
through the cracks and the house becomes 
cold” said a 90-year-old lady who lives 
ZLWK�KHU����\HDU�ROG�GDXJKWHU��0RVW�
IDPLOLHV�KDYH�WULHG�WR�Ӿ[�WKH�FUDFNV�LQ�WKHLU�
homes, and even as far as chopping trees 
in their yards, but they still experience the 
FUDFNV�
__________________________________________

6FDYHQJLQJ�RQ�,PSDOD·V�ROG�
GXPSLQJ�VLGH�WR�ӾJKW�SRYHUW\
Omphile Rakhudu. (Luka)

/XND�LV�D�YLOODJH�LQ�WKH�1RUWK�RI�5XVWHQEXUJ�
DQG�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�SODWLQXP�PLQLQJ�UHJLRQ��
Unemployed people in the community 
KDYH�IRXQG�UHF\FOLQJ�DV�D�ZD\�RI�ӾJKWLQJ�
SRYHUW\���7KH\�GLJ�RXW�VWHHO�DQG�FDEOHV�DV�
dogs or vultures scavenging a dead carcass 
MXVW�WR�SXW�IRRG�RQ�WKHLU�IDPLO\·V�WDEOH��7KLV�
dumping area is located in Photsaneng 
6HFWLRQ�QHDU�,PSDOD�+RVSLWDO�DQG�1R��VKDIW�

Some of unemployed community members 
are currently selling this steel at recycling 
VFUDS�\DUGV��7KH\�VWDUWHG�GXULQJ�WKH�$0&8�
platinum belt strike due to no income 

and did not stop after the strike stopped 
EHFDXVH�VRPH�ORVW�WKHLU�MREV��

On the 18 May 2014, Sunday around 
14:30pm I visited the dumping area, I met 
a member from the community who is in 
his mid-30s, employed at Impala Platinum 
but was on strike by then who told me that 
“recycling really helps me a lot because I 
can provide for my family even when we 
DUH�VWULNLQJµ��7KH�ZD\�WKH\�GLJ�RXW�WKH�VWHHO�
is very dangerous but they feel there is no 
other way as they are unemployed and have 
WR�PDNH�HQGV�PHHW��

The Royal Bafokeng security came several 
times to tell them to evacuate the area, 
as it was dangerous and a mining area, 
EXW�WKH\�UHIXVHG��(DFK�SHUVRQ�KDV�D�SLHFH�
of ground and they use tree branches to 
PDUN�WKH�DUHD��7KLV�DYRLGV�ӾJKWV�DPRQJ�
WKHPVHOYHV��

Unemployment leads to other social illness 
like poverty hence this people risk their 
OLYHV�WR�KDYH�IRRG�DQG�EDVLF�HVVHQWLDOV��
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VEJA (Vaal Environmental Just Alliance) is an alliance of 9 environmental organizations in 
WKH�9DDO�7ULDQJOH��9HUHHQLJLQJ��9DQGHUELMOSDUN�DQG�6DVROEXUJ����9(-$�LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�FDP-
paigns against air and water pollution that arises from  the operations of heavy industry 
LQ�WKH�9DDO�

/DQGLӾOO�VLWHV�D�PDMRU�VRXUFH�RI�
polluion
Bertha Riet

Sasolburg 
7KH�6DVROEXUJ�ODQGӾOO�VLWH�LV�D�PDMRU�
VRXUFH�RI�SROOXWLRQ��7KLV�DULVHV�IURP�ӾUHV�
WKDW�EXUQ�IRU�GD\V��6RPH�LQGXVWULHV�GXPS�
FKHPLFDOV�LQ�WKH�VLWH��7KLV�LV�D�GDQJHU�WR�
SHRSOH�ZKR�ZRUN�WKHUH��
The waste pickers, who work at the site, 
ZRUN�XQGHU�GDQJHURXV�FRQGLWLRQV��<RXQJ�
boys jump on trucks and put themselves at 
ULVN��

%RLSDWRQJ�/DQGӾOO
%RLSDWRQJ�ODQGӾOO�QHHGV�DQ�XUJHQW�OLWWHU�
PDQDJHPHQW�SODQ���:LQGEORZQ�OLWWHU�
seems to be the most complex challenge 
IDFLQJ�FRPPXQLWLHV�VLWXDWHG�QHDU�ODQGӾOOV���
During windy weather around August and 
September, papers and plastics are all over 
WKH�SODFH���-RH�6ORYR�3DUN�DQG�7VKHSLVR�
phase three are hot spots of windblown 
OLWWHU��EHFDXVH�WKH�ODQG�ӾOO�LV�MXVW�D�IHZ�
\DUGV�IURP�ORFDWLRQV��0RVW��\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�
who resides at Joe Slovo and Tshepiso 
SKDVH�WKUHH�RIWHQ�JHW�EXUQHG�E\�ӾUH�ZKLFK�
is left by waste collectors who burn copper 
ZLUH�DQG�OHDYH�WKH�ӾUH�EXUQLQJ�DIWHU�WKH\�
DUH�GRQH���7KH�ODQGӾOO�VKRXOG�EH�SURSHUO\�
managed so as to ensure appropriate 
RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��
__________________________________________

Air pollution: in Sasolburg 
Makgauta Malakoane

7KH�DLU�LQ�6DVROEXUJ�LV�KLJKO\�SROOXWHG��7KH�
air pollution arises form smoke from cars, 
trucks and factories that contain gases 
ZKLFK�DUH�KDUPIXO��$LU�FDQ�EH�SROOXWHG�IURP�
VPRNH�RI�ӾUHZRUNV�EXW�WKDW�LV�QRW�D�GDLO\�
WKLQJ�OLNH�IDFWRULHV�FDUV��WUXFNV��

If factories like Sasol pollute the air we 
EUHDWKH�LW�FDXVHV�SRRU�KHDOWK��3HRSOH�ZKR�
burn tires in order to get heat are also 
KHOSLQJ�WKH�IDFWRULHV�WR�SROOXWH�WKH�DLU��9HOG�
ӾUHV�FDQ�DOVR�SROOXWH�DLU��EXW�SHRSOH�NHHS�
RQ�OLJKWLQJ�XS�ӾUH�WR�WKH�EXVK�EHFDXVH�RI�
land cleaning

$LU�SROOXWLRQ�FDQ�FDXVH�LQӿDPPDWLRQ�RI�
the lungs and infections leading to chronic 
LOOQHVVHV��/XQJ�FDQFHU�FDQ�DOVR�EH�FDXVHG�
E\�DLU�SROOXWLRQ�
__________________________________________

Healthy Eating
Mpho Selemela

There is a study that reports that people 
of South Africa become sick because of 
IRRG�UHODWHG�LVVXHV��,W�PDNHV�PH�ZRQGHU�
whether it may be the way food companies 
process our food that is the problem or 
that healthy food is not promoted in our 
DGYHUWLVLQJ�

The question one should ask is why 
promoters always want to promote food 
that does not even provide anything 
EHQHӾFLDO�IRU�KXPDQ�KHDOWK���)RU��H[DPSOH�
if one takes a closer look at advertisements 
from any TV channel, food adverts 
DUH�DOZD\V�UHӿHFWLQJ�KLJK�FKROHVWHURO�
SURGXFWV��WKRVH�EDVHG�RQ�DQLPDO�IDW���
7KH\�VRPHWLPHV�GLVSOD\�D�ORW�RI�*�0�2�
>*HQHWLFDOO\�0RGLӾHG�2UJDQLVP@�SURGXFWV���
Our schools never teach us about good 
GLHW��

'U��/LOD��$IULFD�VD\V�´WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\�KDV�
YLWDPLQV��DQG�ZKDW�\RX�HDW�GRHVQ·W�JLYH�\RX�
vitamins but activates vitamins that you 
KDYHµ���:H�KDYH�SODQWV�OLNH�VR\D�WKDW�FDQ�
bring out the good vitamins an d replace a 
meat-based diet such as soya mince, soya 
EXUJHUV��VR\D�VDXVDJHV��)XUWKHU�VR\D�FDQ�
HYHQ�SURGXFH�FOHDQ�IXHO�IRU�RXU�FDUV���$OVR�
we have a plant known as hemp which cans 
also be used to make products such as  
body lotions as alternative to petrochemical 
FRVPHWLFV�ZKLFK�DUH�ӿDPPDEOH��,W�FDQ�
also be used to make garment cloth/ 
robe, clothes and be used for  medicinal 
purposes and most famously be  used for 
LWV�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�SXUSRVHV�

One could swear that even people who 
promote these products that are unhealthy 
WKH\�GRQ·W�HYHQ�XVH�WKHP���$V�D�\RXQJ�
and concerned youth, I would give people 
advice on changing their diet because 
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what is being fed to most consumers is 
having a negative health impact and the 
HQYLURQPHQW��:H�NQRZ�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�QRZ�
that the meat industry has very negative 
LPSDFWV�RQ�RXU�HQYLURQPHQW�

In my conclusion I say that people must act 
QRZ�WR�VDYH�WKH�HDUWK�

Boipatong History
Kelly Mosia

Boipatong is a township near 
9DQGHUELMOSDUN�VXUURXQGHG�E\�LQGXVWULHV��
it was established in 1955 to house black 
residents who worked in Vanderbijlpark 
and Vereeniging Mittal Steel (former Iscor)
Boipatong along with other surrounding 
townships was a pool of cheap labour for 
WKH�VWHHO�LQGXVWU\�,VFRU��QRZ�$UFHORU0LWWDO����
The industry here was built mainly as part 
of job creation and poverty eradication for 
WKH�ZKLWH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVV���
Boipatong means “the place of hiding” 
LQ�6RXWK�6RWKR�ODQJXDJH���'XULQJ�WKH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�%RLSDWRQJ�WKH�ӾUVW�KRXVH�WR�
EH�FRQVWUXFWHG�LV�KRXVH�QR���0RVKRHVKRH�
VWU�

1984 Black power/ township uprising: 
7KH�LGHD�WR�UDLVH�WDULӽV�IRU�PXQLFLSDO�
services caused the demonstrations and 
VWD\�DZD\�LQ�WKH�9DDO�7ULDQJOH���7KH�9DDO�
Civic Association organised the stay away 
and school boycotts and marched on 
WKH��UG�6HSWHPEHU��������7KLV�KDG�OHDG�
to clashes with the police and township 
councillors, which then had left thirty 

SHRSOH�GHDG���7KH�SURWHVWHUV�KDG�ORRWHG�D�
ORFDO�VKRS��VHW�ӾUH�WR�KRXVHV��ERWWOH�VWRUHV�
DQG�SXEOLF�EXLOGLQJV��

The Boipatong massacre
On the 17th June 1992 , 46 township 
residents were massacred by local hostel 
GZHOOHUV���7KLV�KDSSHQHG�ZKLOH�WKH�
Convention for a Democratic South Africa 
(CODDESA) negotiations towards the end of 
DSDUWKHLG�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD��ZHUH�LQ�SURJUHVV���
The Boipatong massacre was one of the 
reasons that lead to suspension of the 
WDONV���7KH�$IULFDQ�1DWLRQDO�&RQJUHVV��$1&���
National Working Committee released a 
statement that they could not negotiate in 
conditions where the majority of the poor 
people were killed in a state sponsored 
YLROHQFH���

The hostel dwellers that had killed the 
UHVLGHQWV�ZHUH�LGHQWLӾHG�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�
the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) who had 
later confessed in the TRC that they were 
transported by the then government police 
vehicles and were lead by white police 
RԀFHUV�ZKRP�KDG�SDLQWHG�WKHLU�IDFHV�LQ�
EODFN�WR�SRUWUD\�WKH�EODFN�VNLQ�FRORXU�

Boipatong Heritage Site: 
Boipatong Memorial and Youth Heritage 
Centre dedicated to freedom struggle 
veterans is being built and about to 
FRPSOHWHG���7KLV�FHQWUH�ZDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�
at R40 million by the Gauteng Province 
Department of Public Works, Roads and 
Transport and now called Department of 
,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�'HYHORSPHQW��','��
__________________________________________

The History of Bophelong
Lebohang Motsoari

The overview history of Bophelong is that 
LW�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�����·V�DV�D�UHVLGHQFH�
for migrant workers who worked for the 
then Iscor which is now called ArcelorMittal 
9DQGHUELMOSDUN�

$W�ӾUVW�WKH�KRXVHV�EXLOW�ZHUH�PHDQW�IRU�
EODFN�PDOH�ZRUNHUV�DQG�QRW�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV���
The architecture of the houses was semi-
compounds or hostels with two houses 

MRLQW���7KH�RWKHU�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�LQ�WKH�DUHD�
was a shopping complex, public hall, 
satellite police station which are still there 
WR�WKLV�GD\���7KHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�EHHU�KDOO�LQ�
WKH�DUHD�

With growing resistance to the apartheid 
UHJLPH�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����·V�WKH�,VFRU�ZRUNHUV�
fought and won the right to bring their 
families to their residence, hence the area 
ZDV�WXUQHG�WR�IDPLO\�XQLWV���7KLV�FDPH�ZLWK�
PLQRU�LQIUDVWUXFWXUDO�GHYHORSPHQW��H�J��
FOLQLF��OLEUDU\�DQG�QRW�IRUJHWWLQJ�VFKRROV���
In 1997 the post-apartheid government 
built RDP houses around Bophelong, 
IRUPLQJ�%RSKHORQJ�H[WHQVLRQV���,Q������
people from the old Bophelong backyards, 
descendants of ex-Iscor workers and 
squatter camps dwellers moved into the 
QHZ�5�'�3��KRXVHV�

7KH�DUHD�KDV�QRZ�KDV�ӾYH�SULPDU\�VFKRROV��
three secondary schools, one clinic, one 
library, a satellite police station, youth 
centre, one main hall, one mini hall and not 
\HW�XVHG�WD[L�UDQN�IDFLOLW\�
__________________________________________

Double Discrimination : Why 
is ArcelorMittal Discriminating 
people living with disabilities in 
the Vaal? 
Mzwakhe Mcelu     

I told ArcelorMittal South Africa that they 
must include people living with disabilities 
LQ�WKHLU�DFWLYLWLHV�DV�D�FRPSDQ\��,�PHW�
with them when they visited my township 
Sharpeville, at Sharpeville community hall 
ODVW�\HDU�������7KH\�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKHLU�
activities changed the lives of our sector 
LQ�6HGLEHQJ��7KH\�VDLG�WKH\�EXLOW�D�VFLHQFH�
centre for the community in Sebokeng, 
students around Vaal are now doing Maths 
DQG�6FLHQFH��7KH\�DVVLVWHG�WKH�FHQWUH�
using local and High schools and primary 
VFKRROV��,�WROG�WKHP�WKDW�WKH�FHQWUH�RQO\�
catered for able-bodied schools and not 
VSHFLDO�VFKRROV�LQ�6HGLEHQJ��,�WROG�WKHP�
that if they want to include one sector 
they must include also our Blind and Deaf 
FRPPXQLW\�LQ�RXU�UHJLRQ�

ArcelorMittal South Africa said that they 
also gave bursaries to deserving students 
HYHU\�\HDU��,�DVNHG�WKHP�RQFH�DJDLQ��
how many people with disabilities have 
EHQHӾWHG�IURP�WKHLU�EXUVDULHV�VFKHPH��
7KH\�GLG�QRW�DQVZHU�PH��

ArcelorMittal South Africa also said that 
they created employment opportunities 
IRU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��,�DVNHG�WKHP�LI�WKH\�
complied with the Employment Equity Act 
which required that they employ disabled 
SHRSOH��7KH\�VDLG�QR�EHFDXVH�PRVW�RI�
GLVDEOHG�SHRSOH�LQ�6HGLEHQJ�GRQ·W�KDYH�
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH\�GRQ·W�DSSO\��,�WROG�
them if they want to mainstream disability 
into society they must make a research 
on what the root causes are which causes 
disabled people not to apply for business 
opportunities available in ArcelorMittal 
6RXWK�$IULFD��,W�LV�DOVR�WUXH��,�WROG�WKHP�WKDW�
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�GLVDEOHG�WKDW�DUH�EHQHӾWWLQJ�
in Mittal employment opportunities are 
ZKLWHV�

The majority of black disabled people 
GRQ·W�KDYH�IRUPDO�HGXFDWLRQ�TXDOLӾFDWLRQV��
Even in Apartheid era South Africa, black 
disabled were experiencing double 
discrimination because of their disabilities 
DQG�WKH�FRORXU�RI�WKHLU�VNLQ��7KLV�LV�DOVR�
so in Sharpeville where the human rights 
monument is based and the constitution of 
South Africa was signed? Even today there 
is no preschool that is catering for our 
disabled children, primary school nor even 
KLJK�VFKRRO���
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Residents Reluctant to Move 
Iloane Mashaile 

“Sharpeville, the community of Kensington 
is up in arms after hearing that they 
have to be moved from where they are 
currently staying now and the unit is to be 
GHYHORSHG�LQWR�JRYHUQPHQW�WRZQ�KRXVHVµ��
This is a quote from the Vaal Weekly, 2-8 
July 2008 and still now the place is still 
underdeveloped with no proper streets and 
QR�VWUHHW�OLJKWV���

The section is former hostels, which 
LQ�WKH�SDVW�KRXVHG�PXQLFLSDO�ZRUNHUV��
Government said that it was to be 
redeveloped according to parts of the 
government program of revitalising of the 
hostels, although six years down the line 
QRWKLQJ�KDG�DFWXDOO\�KDSSHQHG�DV�\HW�

What bothers the community even more 
is that they will now have to pay large 
amounts of rentals for the newly intended 
house units, regardless of their renovated 
SODFHV���$QG�ZKDW�DOVR�ERWKHUV�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�LV�WKDW�WKH\�GRQ·W�KDYH�WLWOH�
deeds as for now and the municipality 
RZQV�WKH�ODQG���

A pensioner by the name Mahlodi Mcelu 
who has been living in the area for 31 
years said “this is our place, our kids were 
born and raised here and their kids were 
DOVR�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�KHUH���:KHUH�GR�WKH\�
want us to go?  They wanted to come and 
destroy our houses so that they can build 
what they want us to pay more which 
ZH�FDQ�QHYHU�DӽRUG��OHW�XV�PHHW�WKHP�LQ�
FRXUW�µ
The local municipality claims to not 
recognise the section as housing units 
EXW�UDWKHU�DV�PXQLFLSDO�ODQG���´:KDW�ZLOO�
happen to us?” says the community of 
.HQVLQJWRQ����
__________________________________________

Zamdela Sasolburg Background 
+LVWRU\����������·V
Rhona Riet

In 1978 there was a small location in 

6DVROEXUJ�FDOOHG�3URWHPD��2QO\�ZKLWH�
SHRSOH�VWD\HG�WKHUH��'XULQJ�WKDW�WLPH�EODFN�
SHRSOH�ZHUH�VWLOO�VWD\LQJ�LQ�9ROYHKRHN��7HQ�
\HDUV�ODWHU�6DVRO�VWDUWHG�EX\LQJ�ODQG��7KH�
government decided to move black people 
IURP�5RVHEHUU\�IDUPV�WR�=DPGHOD��7KH\�
chose to move black people there rather 
then whites because this area was in the 
wind direction picking up the air pollution 
IURP�6DVRO��$W�WKLV�WLPH�WKHUH�ZDV�RQH�
mine operating it was called Clasden mine, 
people who worked at Clasden mine lived  
at Volvehoek plaas

Sasol started building hostels for its 
HPSOR\HHV��$OO�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�IURP�7UDQVNHL��
Some people from Volvehoek moved 
to Protema after the whites moved to 
+DUDEDVKRWKR�

Midland built houses for its employees 
DW�0LGGYLOOH��$W�WKDW�WLPH�6DVROEXUJ�ZDV�
XQGHU�/HNRD�PXQLFLSDOLW\�XQWLO������WKDQ�
Metsimahollo was formed 
__________________________________________

School Shut Down
Shimmy Letsatsi

Many schools around Sebokeng and 
VXUURXQGLQJ�NDVLHV��DUH�EHLQJ�FORVHG�GRZQ���
This is because families are sending their 
young learners to multiracial schools in the 
nearby suburbs such as Vanderbijlpark , 
9HUHHQLJLQJ�DQG�7KUHH�5LYHUV��HWF��7KH\�GR�
this because they believe that this is the 
EHVW�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�RӽHUHG���
Most closed down schools are primary 
schools which are now either used for 
community centres and local business 
KXEV��7KRXJK�YDQGDO�DQG�FULPLQDOV�RFFXS\�
WKH�VFKRROV�WKDW�DUH�QHJOHFWHG��

1*2·V�VKRXOG�XVH�WKHVH�VFKRROV�WR�VHW�XS�
\RXWK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�SURJUDPPHV���(YHQ�
ROGHU�SHRSOH�FDQ�EHQHӾW�E\�VHWWLQJ�XS�$%(7�
VFKRROV�IRU�WKH�HOGHUO\��7KHUH�LV�HQRXJK�
space to develop food gardens in the 
VFKRRO\DUGV���

The bad part is that drug users are now 
using some of these schools and they do 
DOO�VRUWV�RI�WKLQJV��ZKLFK�GHVWUR\�WKHLU�OLYHV��

7KH\�DOVR�GDPDJH�VFKRRO�SURSHUW\���7KH�
yards are not cleaned which is one of the 
WKLQJV�WKDW�%%7(*�LV�DJDLQVW���
Another bad thing about children going 
to multiracial schools is that their mother 
WRQJXH�HGXFDWLRQ�VXӽHUV��<RXQJ�$IULFDQ�
youths need to learn their mother tongue, 
which is something that is not done 
LQ�WKHVH�VR�FDOOHG�PXOWLUDFLDO�VFKRROV��
This leads to discouraging the youths 
WR�OHDUQLQJ�WKHLU�FXOWXUHV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV���
Talking your language at home is good but 
a good basis needs to be built in the local 
VFKRROV�

Another bad thing is that teaching, as a 
profession is not taken into consideration 
DQG�DV�WKH\�VD\�LW�LV�QRW�D�JRRG�SD\LQJ�MRE���
Good leave pay and other allowances from 
JRYHUQPHQW�VKRXOG�EH�RӽHUHG�WR�SHRSOH�
who want to change the situation in our 
NDVLHV����

/HW·V�VDYH�WRPRUURZ�WRGD\�WRJHWKHU������
__________________________________________
      
Sebokeng: Born and Growing and 
Changing
Shimmy Kaizer Letsatsi
   
Sebokeng is a township south of 
Johannesburg with Sedibeng as its district 
PXQLFLSDOLW\��$QG�LWV�ORFDO�PXQLFLSDOLW\�LV�
(PIXOHQL���7KH�WRZQVKLS�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�
in 1965 and since then it has accumulated 
a total area 46,45km² with about 218 515 
RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZKLFK�FRQVLVW�RI�������
$IULFDQV���$ERXW�������RI�WKH�SHRSOH�
are South Sotho and have been living in 
Sebokeng, a South Sotho word meaning 
¶JDWKHULQJ�SODFH·�

Sebokeng has many zones ranging 
from zone 3 to zone 24 and therefore 
segmented zones according to class 
G\QDPLFV���L�H��]RQH����]RQH�����]RQH�
14 and newly developments like Golden 
Gardens are considered middle class just 
because they are not four roomed or 
JRYHUQPHQW�VXEVLGL]HG���

Then there has been more business 
development, like Sebokeng Plaza which 

later was followed by Thabong Shopping 
Complex and made entrepreneurs to 
realize that there is good business in the 
WRZQVKLS���%XVLQHVVHV�WKHUH�UDQJH�IURP�
IRRG��FORWKLQJ�DQG�IXUQLWXUH�FKDLQ�VWRUHV��
aluminium windows, doors and burglars 
, to take away fast foods, car washes, 
GRFWRUV�HWF��DQG�DOO�RI�WKHVH�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�
EH�IRXQG�RQ�RQH�VWUHHW�0RVKRHVKRH�5G��
ZKLFK�LV�WKH�PDMRU�URDG�LQ�6HERNHQJ���

The only sad part is crime in some of the 
DUHDV�OLNH�=RQH���DQG�=RQH�����$VLGH�IURP�
ZH�FDQ�VHH�GHYHORSPHQW��,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�LV�
being up graded in  Kwagastroom and we 
have a local train station in Zone 10 which 
has now attracted more commuters to use 
WKH�WUDLQ�IRU�SXEOLF�WUDQVSRUW�VHUYLFH���3DUNV�
are also being considered for development 
in the open public spaces, and there are 
VWLOO�URDGV�EHLQJ�WDUUHG��7KH�SROLFH�VWDWLRQ�
is nearer and the hospital and other 
government institutions is easily accessible 
IRU�RUGLQDU\�SXEOLF��3HRSOH�EHOLHYH�WKDW�
Sebokeng is a good place to stay if some 
issues , which bother residents,  are 
taken care of  such as the growing use of 
´Q\DRSHµ�E\�\RXWK�LQ�WKH�WRZQVKLS���7KH�
more young people use the drug, the more 
FULPH�LV�RFFXUULQJ���
Other than that unemployment is still a 
major problem which could be eliminated 
should there be growth of more local 
business, the renovation of infrastructure 
and building of libraries and recreational 
IDFLOLWLHV���%XW�DOO�LQ�DOO�6HERNHQJ�KDV�
become a great place and if one is pleased 
´WORKR�UH�WOR�ERNDQD�NDRIHOD�6HERNHQJµ�32
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The Unemployment Problem 
Moleboheng Mathafeng

,W�LV�DPD]LQJ�KRZ�ZH�VXӽHU�WR�ӾQG�MREV�
here in Sasolburg yet people from other 
SODFHV�JHW�MREV�HDVLO\��7KLQJV�KDYH�WXUQHG�
IRU�WKH�ZRUVW�KHUH��RQH�KDV�WR�SD\�D�EULEH�
IRU�RQH�WR�JHW�HPSOR\HG���,I�\RX�GRQ·W�SD\�
WKHQ�\RX�ZLOO�QHYHU�JHW�HPSOR\HG��,I�\RX�
GRQ·W�KDYH�PRQH\�WR�EX\�WKH�MRE�WKHQ�
\RX�ZLOO�GHӾQLWHO\��´VWD\�DW�WKH�IRUXPµ�DV�
they call it This is a place where people 
are supposed to be met for recruitment 
SXUSRVHV���

,W·V�QRW�HDV\�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�ӾQG�MREV�EHFDXVH�
one has to be early in the morning at the 
forum, and sometimes one is likely to wait 
WKH�ZKROH�GD\�XQWLO�DIWHUQRRQ���3HRSOH�
have to wait until the company calls for 
a meeting and only people appointed to 
convene the meeting are allowed inside 
WKH�PHHWLQJ���,W�KDV�EHHQ�\HDUV�WKDW�SHRSOH�
have been trying to stop the corruption 
that has been happening for such a long 
time, and it seemed to have been a losing 
EDWWOH���

It is a regular practise in South Africa that 
only a person who has enough money 
JHWV�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�UHWXUQ��H�J��D�MRE�RU�
GULYHUV�OLFHQVH��HWF����3HRSOH�LQ�=DPGHOD�
have been complaining about this whole 
thing and companies are not hearing 
WKHP�RXW��,W�LV�D�QRUP�WKDW�FRPSDQLHV�KLUH�
people from outside of the town, yet they 
keep preaching that people in the local 

would get employed if they attend forum 
PHHWLQJV�

The one million dollar question is how 
is it possible for the local youngsters to 
get opportunities of development and 
employment within the local companies?  
Now I believe it when they say “money 
talks” because here in Zamdela “ntho e 
buang ke mashala” there is nothing for 
mahala!

9(-$·V�DQWL�SROOXWLRQ�FDPSDLJQ�

VEJA has built a campaign against Sasol 
and other Industries who do not  comply 
ZLWK�WKH�1�(�0�$���SDUWLFXODUO\�WKH�$LU�
4XDOLW\�$FW��6DVRO�DQG�RWKHU�LQGXVWULHV�
have applied to the Minister of Water and 
(QYLURQPHQWDO�$ӽDLUV·�RԀFH�WR�SRVWSRQH�
FRPSOLDQFH�RI�WKH�ZLWK�WKH������VWDQGDUGV���
7KH�PLQLVWHU�GHFOLQHG�WKHVH�DSSOLFDWLRQV��
Sasol has taken the minister to court to get 
WKH�0LQLVWHU�WR�DJUHH�WR�D�SRVWSRQHPHQW���

The Vaal Monitoring School is now taking 
it to the streets with a series of pickets to 
follow throughout the year by alerting the 
public in naming and shaming the ones 
that are intending to be acting superior 
WKDQ�WKH�ODZ�RI�DXWKRULW\��

The Sedibeng District and its neighbouring 
districts Fezile Dabi District and City of 
Johannesburg were long declared the Vaal 
7ULDQJOH�$LU�6KHG�3ULRULW\�$UHD��$FFRUGLQJ�
to the Air Quality Act National Framework 
of 2007 “if the area is declared an Airshed 
priority area, the minister with the help 
RI�QDWLRQDO�DLU�TXDOLW\�RԀFHU�ZRXOG�QHHG�
to establish a public forum known as the 
Multi Stakeholder Reference Group Meeting 
comprising of industries expected to be 
in compliant within the jurisdiction of the 
GHFODUHG�DUHD�WR�LQWHUYHQH�RQ�LWV�LVVXHVµ�

This framework says that it should not take 
more than three years to have the area un-
GHFODUHG���1RZ�KHUH�LQ�WKH�9DDO�HLJKW�\HDUV�
down the line no progress has been made 
but instead the industry players are hard 
RQ�WKH�ӾHOG�EUHDNLQJ�WKH�UXOHV�MXVW�LQ�WKH�
QDPH�RI�PD[LPLVLQJ�SURӾWV�����

9(-$�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�VKRZFDVLQJ�LWV�HӽRUWV�
through campaigns that speaks directly 
WR�WKH�LQGXVWULHV�DERXW�WKH�DӽHFWHG�
communities, and the Community 
Monitoring School is one vehicle to track 
DQG�DUFKLYH�WKLV�FRXUVH��

“The struggle continues, phambili ngo 
P·]DEDOD]Rµ

Our little stream has grown

We have been living near this stream for 
PRUH�WKDQ�ӾYH�\HDUV�DQG�LW�LV�QRW�VDIH�DW�
DOO��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�WKH�FKLOGUHQ���6FKRRO�
children walk pass near the stream 
everyday and they even play in the stream 
inside dirty water without thinking of the 
GDQJHU�WKH\�PLJKW�EH�IDFLQJ��,W�XVHG�WR�EH�
a little stream over those years but now 
it has grown because the municipality 
workers have been on strike for over three 
months and now the sewer has run into the 
VWUHDP���

The Snake Park residents have tried to talk 
WR�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLW\�EXW�ZLWK�QR�OXFN��7KHUH�
is a danger to everyone since we all use the 
same route passing by the stream almost 
every day, not even mentioning the smell 
WKHUH����
__________________________________________

Volunteers 
Sthuntsha Mokoena

My name is David Sthuntsha Mokoena from 
a township called Sebokeng, and I am a 
volunteer at Botle Ba Tlhaho Environmental 
*URXS���,�VWDUWHG�YROXQWHHULQJ�IURP�������
As volunteers we work without being 
SDLG���:H�RӽHU�RXU�VHUYLFHV�IRU�IUHH�WR�
RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV���7KLV�LV�D�FRPPLWPHQW�
one does and we do it willingly, but often 
volunteers are not given full recognition 
IURP�DOO�WKHLU�GLӽHUHQW�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�
SODWIRUPV�L�H��FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�
and because of this volunteers are not even 
respected by the communities they are 
FRPLQJ�IURP���

This is how they are often perceived from 

where I come from: “these are people who 
have either lost direction or may be bored 
DV�ZH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�ӾQG�
something to keep them look as if they are 
EXV\���+DR�WVZKDQH�QWKR�HR�R�H�HWVDQJ�H�
bohlokwa hofeta le ho dula fela, mesebetsi 
ha e yo , and who really cares? 

 While we volunteers are serving 
communities and we all know that we are 
WKH�RQO\�RQHV�ӾJKWLQJ�LQMXVWLFHV�ZLWKLQ�
FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�FKDQJH�IRU�WKH�EHWWHU���
At the nearby local clinic where I am from, 
they have volunteers who go door to door 
looking out for the elderly people who are 
not well in their health and they bath them 
and give medicine where necessary and still 
these people are not respected much as 
they should be and nobody else is willing 
WR�WDNH�RYHU��7KH\�DUH�QRW�JLYHQ�YDOXDEOH�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�

We collect empty bottles for recycling and 
we clean our streets and local dumpsites 
taking care of the environment, and still 
the ones we are helping do not protect 
XV���9ROXQWHHUV�DUH�QRW�GRLQJ�WKLQJV�
IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��UDWKHU�IRU�WKH�EHQHӾW�
RI�FRPPXQLWLHV���1RW�MXVW�IRU�PH��P\�
PRWKHU��OH�QJZDQD�KHVR���EXW�IRU�HYHU\RQH���
9ROXQWHHUV�DUH�RXU�H\HV��HDUV�DQG�QRVH��
(YHQ�1*2·V�ZRUN�ZLWK�YROXQWHHUV�WR�PDNH�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�ӾJKWLQJ�DOO�WKH�LQMXVWLFHV���:H�
WUDYHO�ORQJ�GLVWDQFHV�GDLO\�L�H�������NP�
everyday without transport, and somehow 
RXU�RZQ�SHRSOH�VHH�XV�DV�D�EXQFK�RI�ORVHUV��
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Klerksdorp/Justice & Peace Group

The Klerksdorp Community Monitors School is a Bench Marks collaboration with the 
Justice and Peace in the Catholic Diocese of Klerksdorp, The Justice and Peace group 
was set up by the Diocese to assist the Church to respond to social, economic and 
HQYLURQPHQWDO�LQMXVWLFHV�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH�KDV�
���VXE�JURXSV�DW�SDULVK�OHYHO�DFURVV�.OHUNVGRUS�

Youth Employment in the Mines
Seun Motsumi

7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�PXOWLSOH�DQG�GLӽHUHQW�
issues involving the mines in Orkney town 
XQGHU�WKH�0DWORVDQD�PXQLFLSDOLW\��6RPH�
of these issues were those regarding 
how the mines were supposed to be 
helpful to communities (Corporate Social 
5HVSRQVLELOLW\���

In the communities around which they 
operate, there are deteriorating health 
conditions of former mine employees 
DQG�GXVW�SROOXWLRQ��ZKLFK�DӽHFWV�QHDUE\�
WRZQVKLS�UHVLGHQWV��1XPEHU����VKDIW�LV�WKH�
one closest to Kanana Township, therefore 
LWV�FKHPLFDO�SROOXWLRQ�GLUHFWO\�DӽHFWV�WKH�
residents of Kanana township, especially 
those residing within a kilometre away 
IURP�WKH�PLQH��

In mid- March this year in Kanana 
Township  angry youth took their 
frustrations to the street on the issue of 
youth employment, for them to be noticed 
they burned tyres and chanted struggle 
VORJDQV��$V�WLPH�ZHQW�RQ��WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�
.DQDQD�WRZQVKLS�EHFDPH�D�EDWWOH�ӾHOG�
between the police and the protesting 
youth which resulted in some youth being 
VKRW�ZLWK�UXEEHU�EXOOHWV�DQG�VRPH�DUUHVWHG��

Finally, when they were given the 
opportunity to express reasons for their 
hostility, these youth stated that they 
demanded employment at the Number 10 
Shaft, and that top management from this 
mine should hold a series of meetings with 
WKHP�WR�VHH�WKH�SURFHVV�WKURXJK��$OVR��
they complained of fraud, bribes, that are 
WDNLQJ�SODFH�ZLWKLQ�1XPEHU����6KDIW��:KHQ�
the series of meetings had to begin, mine 
management told the youth that before 
these meetings could begin, it required 
a letter of approval from Matlosana city 
council and this letter had to be obtained 
E\�WKH�\RXWK�

The mine management intentionally 
prolonged the beginning of these meetings 
but at the end they gave in and advised 
the youth to elect those who will represent 

WKHP�DW�WKHVH�PHHWLQJV��7KH�UHVXOWV�RI�
these meetings were that the mine agreed 
WR�VWRS�HPSOR\LQJ�SHRSOH�IURP�IDU�SODFHV��
Also, the mine will resume by employing 
about 200 of these youth, then it will 
further employ more and more youth as 
WLPH�JRHV�RQ��ӾQDOO\��WKH�\RXWK�RI�.DQDQD�
are now reaping the fruits of their hard 
IRXJKW�ӾJKW��WKH\�DUH�DOVR�UHDOL]LQJ�WKH�
FRUSRUDWH�VRFLDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�LQ�DFWLRQ���
__________________________________________

0LQLQJ�&RPSDQLHV·�KRXVLQJ�3ROLF\�
is lacking
Bushy Thlakaneng

I raise this observation and frustration, as a 
Vaal reefs resident, on behalf of thousands 
RI�PLQH�ZRUNHUV�DQG�H[�PLQH�ZRUNHUV��

The State President has given and 
reiterated the deadline for mining houses 
to come clean in terms of building houses 
and improving the living conditions of 
hosting communities in the context of 
their social labor plan and mining charter 
GHYHORSPHQWV�WDUJHW��

2YHU�\HDU·V�$QJOR�JROG�$VKDQWL�LQ�
Matlosana seems to be moving in the 
opposite direction to this clarion call by 
WKH�3UHVLGHQW��7KLV�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�D�QXPEHU�
RI�SDVW�HYHQWV��7R�FLWH�D�IHZ��$QJOR�JROG�
Ashanti has been in the business of 
donating land to government in general 
and Matlosana municipality in particular 
without sustainable development 
REMHFWLYHV��:H�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�0DWORVDQD�
municipality using such land for instance 
DV�JUDYHVLWHV��

The Klerksdorp Record covered a story of 
2SSHQKHLPHU�VWDGLXP�ZLWKRXW�HOHFWULFLW\��
Anglo gold Ashanti to Matlosana 
0XQLFLSDOLW\�GRQDWHG�WKLV�VWDGLXP�

Over the years ex-mine workers and their 
children are languishing in the dusty 
street of Matlosana looking for places to 
rent, despite having worked and given 
their entire youth and adult life to Anglo 
JROG�$VKDQWL��,�REVHUYHG�WKDW�HYHQ�PRVW�
Municipal workers do not have houses of 
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WKHLU�RZQ��$OO�WKHVH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�ZRUNHUV�
GR�QRW�TXDOLI\�IRU�5'3�QRU�ERQG�KRXVHV��:H�
are all watching how Anglo Gold and the 
government is going to turn this property 
WLGH�DURXQG�JLYHQ�WKH�3UHVLGHQW·V�PDUFKLQJ�
RUGHUV��

7KH�VWDWH�RI�DӽDLUV�SHUVLVWV�XQDEDWHG�XQGHU�
the noise of government, community, and 
EXVLQHVV�IRUXPV�LQ�0DWORVDQD��1LWKXOHOHQL�
into Zonakala (Why keep quiet when things 
DUH�JHWWLQJ�ZRUVH����

Justice should be done
Disebo Ntisa 

 I believe justice must be done to the 
families of those miners who lost their 
lives due to tysis (unending cough caused 
by inhaling dust) at the mines and also 
to those who are admitted in hospitals 
G\LQJ�GXH�WR�LW��%\�ODZ�PLQHUV�DQG�H[�PLQH�
workers diagnosed with tysis should be 
compensated because its victims eventually 
HQG�XS�GHDG��

I have had a personal experience of the 
disease when my father got sick in July 
2008 and he got worse later he died on 
���1RYHPEHU�������7KH�KRVSLWDO�UHSRUWHG�
WKDW�P\�IDWKHU�ZDV�VXӽHULQJ�IURP�7�%�DQG�
we later discovered that it was tysis and by 
WKHQ�LW�ZDV�DOUHDG\�ODWH�DQG�ZH�ORVW�KLP��
His friend who worked with him advised 
us to go and claim compensation money 

IURP�WKH�PLQH�IRU�WKLV�LQFLGHQW��0\�EURWKHU�
followed up on the idea with the mining 
FRPSDQ\�DQG�KH�ZDV�VHQW�IURP�RQH�RԀFH�
to the next without getting anywhere and 
eventually he got tired of being sent from 
SLOODU�WR�SRVW�ZLWKRXW�JHWWLQJ�UHVXOWV��

And the mine never gave any clear answers 
UHODWLQJ�WR�P\�IDWKHU·V�FRPSHQVDWLRQ��7KH\�
DVNHG�XV�IRU�PHGLFDO�FHUWLӾFDWHV��KLVWRU\�
and proof to state that our father got sick 
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�PLQHV���%HFDXVH�P\�IDWKHU�
used to smoke, they blamed tobacco for his 
illness knowing very well that we did not 
have the means to prove that indeed the 
PLQH�ZDV�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�KLV�GLVHDVH��

What I have realized is that the mine got 
DZD\�ZLWK�PXUGHU�DQG�QRW�RQO\�P\�IDWKHU·V�
and also for other mine workers because 
ZLWK�DOO�WKHLU�UHVRXUFHV�LW�EHFRPHV�GLԀFXOW�
for ordinary people to take them to court 
or prove to the mine that it should take 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�LWV�DFWLRQV��0LQH�ERVVHV�
DUH�RQO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�SURӾW�DW�WKH�
same time exploiting workers and putting 
WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�GDQJHU���

(ӽRUWV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�PLQHUV�ZKR�
are still owed by the company are paid 
KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�YDLQ��6RPH�E\�VKHHU�OXFN�
KDYH�UHFHLYHG�VRPH�SD\PHQW��,W�KDV�
been six years since my father died and 
we still did not receive money for the 
VHUYLFHV�KH�GHOLYHUHG��+H�ZDV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�
RQH��,�PDQDJHG�WR�LQWHUYLHZ�RQH�RI�RXU�
QHLJKERXUV�ZKR�ZRUNHG�LQ�WKH�PLQHV��+H�
encouraged us to stay patient and calm 
and pointed that it was about ten years 
now since he has been retrenched and 
KH�VXӽHUV�WKH�VDPH�GLVHDVH�DQG�WKDW�KH�
cannot cope medically, and said that he is 
one of the people who is still waiting for 
D�SD\�RXW��,Q�KLV�RZQ�ZRUGV��´,�KDYH�VHHQ�
people receiving their money but every 
WLPH�,�ZHQW�WKHUH�DQG�WULHG�WR�ӾJKW�IRU�LW�
WKH\�WROG�PH�WKH\�ZLOO�FDOO�PH��8QWLO�WRGD\�
,�KDYHQ·W�UHFHLYHG�DQ\�FDOO�IURP�WKHP��$W�
OHDVW�,�DP�VWLOO�DOLYH��,�FDQ�IHHO�\RXU�SDLQ��QR�
IDWKHU�QR�PRQH\�LW�UHDOO\�KXUWVµ��

/DVW�\HDU�DURXQG�6HSWHPEHU�ZH�ZHUH�
introduced to a lawyer who had a list of 

miners who should receive payments from 
the mine, I believe they are consultants 
and they render their services at a fee, 
from the information I received is that they 
GHGXFW�����RI�PRQH\�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�
EHQHӾFLDU\·V�SD\PHQW�
__________________________________________

We want Sustainable jobs, not 
Parks
Thabang Mpotle

Kanana Township in Orkney- Klerksdorp 
LV�XQGHU�WKH�0DWORVDQD�PXQLFLSDOLW\��
Before the amalgamation of municipalities 
throughout South Africa, Kanana used to 
be under the Orkney municipality, which 
is  known by many people for its rich gold 
PLQHV��,Q�RXU�DUHD�WR�GDWH�ZH�KDYH�D�KXJH�
problem of unemployment despite having 
a mining shaft, known as Tau lekoa, in 
FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��:H�WKH�
residents of Kanana who are residing next 
WR�WKH�7DX�OHNRD�PLQH�DUH�QRW�EHQHӾWLQJ�LQ�
DQ\�ZD\�IURP�WKH�PLQHV��,W�LV�KHDUWEUHDNLQJ�
to notice that a huge portion of the mining 
workforce at the Tau lekoa has been drawn 
IURP�RXWVLGH�RXU�DUHD�DQG�SURYLQFH��:H�
know this to be true because those people 
who are working on the mines are living 
with us as they are renting houses and 
back rooms in our community because 
the mine is not providing them with 
DFFRPPRGDWLRQ��

Now Anglo gold is coming to our area to 
build parks, and a gym as a way of giving 
EDFN�WR�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��7KLV�LV�LPSRUWDQW�
for us as the community, but they are 
QRW�D�SULRULW\��:H�QHHG�VRPHWKLQJ�ZKLFK�
will make us put food on the table, like 
sustainable jobs, so that we can be able 
to pay for our municipal services, and 
build better future for our families and 
FRPPXQLW\��:KDW�WKH�PLQHV�DUH�GRLQJ�DW�
the moment is stealing something which 
EHORQJV�WR�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��,W�LV�KLJK�WLPH�
for them to deliver, good fruits which will 
EHQHӾW�RXU�FRPPXQLW\���

Anglo Gold Corporate Social 
Investment Fund
Masodi Mosena

In the past we have concentrated on the 
negative impact the mining industry had 
on our communities and I chose this topic 
to highlight this positive issue because in 
PDQ\�LQVWDQFHV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�RYHU�ORRNHG��
7KH�DUHDV�,�IRFXVHG�RQ�DUH��6WLOIRQWHLQ��
-RXEHUWRQ��2UNQH\��DQG�+DUWHEHHVIRQWHLQ��

%\�WKH�HQG�RI�������WKH�JURXS·V�&RUSRUDWH�
Social Investment (CSI) in Southern Africa, 
by then the Anglo gold Ashanti fund 
and trust, was managed by a specialist 
corporate donor support agency, 
7VKLNXOX�6RFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW��,Q������WKH�
management of these functions reverted to 
the group with become known as the Anglo 
JROG�$VKDQWL�&6,�IXQG�

These developments were placed in order 
to focus attention on the way in which the 
FRPSDQ\·V�&RUSRUDWH�6RFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW�LV�
dealt with throughout the group and the 
RXWFRPH�KDV�EHHQ�UHYLHZLQJ�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�
&6,�VWUDWHJ\��7KH�VWUDWHJ\�RXWOLQHG�WKH�
FRPSDQ\·V�UHFHQW�PRYH�WRZDUGV�WDNLQJ�
a more proactive approach to identifying 
SURMHFWV�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�FDQ�EH�LQYROYHG�

During 2007 the CSI fund contributed R14, 
1 million to 61 projects across Southern 
$IULFD��7KH�WUHQG�RI�WKH�SDVW�FKDQJHG�DQG�
the company has since focused its attention 
on the regions in which it has operations 
on and from which its large number of its 
employees come from, hence in this case 
(KOSH Area) which includes, Klerksdorp, 
2UNQH\��6WLOIRQWHLQ�DQG�+DDUWHEHHVIRQWHLQ��
7KLV�ZDV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�LQ������ZKHQ������
of the projects that were supported were 
LQ�WKHVH�DUHDV��7KH�FRPSDQ\·V�VHW�DVLGH�D�
GD\�HDFK�\HDU��WR�RӽHU�D�EULHӾQJ�VHVVLRQ�
IRU�WKH�1RQ�SURӾW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�
ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�LW�RSHUDWHV��3URMHFWV�WKDW�KDV�
EHQHӾWWHG�IURP�WKLV�IXQG�DUH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
such as, Hospice Matlosana which is 
VLWXDWHG�LQ�.OHUNVGRUS��$QJOR�*ROG�KHDUG�
about this hospice and their relationship 
EHJDQ�LQ������ZKHQ�WKH�ӾUVW�JUDQW�ZDV�
JLYHQ��IROORZHG�E\�DQRWKHU�LQ������
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At the time of the end of my research, 
I realized that yes not everybody is 
EHQHӾWLQJ�IURP�WKH�PLQHV�DQG�LW�ZLOO�WDNH�
XV�VRPH�WLPH�WR�VHH�WKH�UHZDUGV�
__________________________________________

Youth unemployment in Kanana 
(Unending nightmare) 
Lebohang Maitsile

Kanana township in the Orkney, North 
West province is an area surrounded by 
the mines, as such the establishment of 
WKH�WRZQVKLS�ZDV�PDLQO\�LQӿXHQFHG�E\�WKH�
GLVFRYHU\�RI�WKH�JROG�LQ�WKH�DUHD��3RYHUW\�
and unemployment in this area are a 
VKRFNLQJ�OLIH�UHDOLW\�

Kanana township is known by many around 
.OHUNVGRUS�DV�D�KRPH�IRU�JDQJVWHUV·��
The youth in the community engage in 
many criminal activities such as mugging, 
housebreaking, rape, armed robbery, 
VKRS�OLIWLQJ���DQG�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�VRFLDO�
problems are alcohol abuse, drugs, teenage 
SUHJQDQF\��+,9�$,'6��DQG�XQHPSOR\PHQW��

My community should have been known 
to many in the province as an area of 
mining or industrial expertise, a place 
ZKHUH�\RX�ZLOO�ӾQG�WUDGHV�VXFK�DV�ERLOHU�
makers, electricians, plumbers, engineers, 
PD\EH�MXVW�WR�PHQWLRQ�D�IHZ��7KH�IDFW�
RI�WKH�PDWWHU�LV�WKDW�PLQH�RԀFLDOV�DUH�
corrupt to an extent that they accept bribes 
from people seeking employment, and 
youth from poor background looking for 
employment in honest way have lost hope, 
not only at the mine but at the way the 
HFRQRP\�LV�EXLOW�XS�E\�RXU�JRYHUQPHQW�

A few weeks ago a new worker was 
employed at a bribe of R 2 500, something 
which is considered as an allegation and 
ZLWK�QR�SURRI��KRZHYHU�D�UHDOLW\��7KH�\RXWK�
attempted on many occasions to ask for 
workshops or training from Anglo Gold 
Ashanti so that they can learn more about 
PLQLQJ�LQGXVWU\��VWLOO�WKHLU�SOHD�ZDV�LQ�YDLQ��
The company so far does not give anything 
WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�.DQDQD��/LNH�LQ�RWKHU�
areas, I think the mine should compile a 
list of local people looking for employment 

from Kanana and when they require the 
workforce they can just visit that list and 
call people for job interviews, rather than 
subjecting us to live with our brothers from 
IRUHLJQ�FRXQWULHV�LQ�RXU�EDFN\DUGV�
__________________________________________
    
Shiva Uranium Mine, Not Touching 
the Youth
Tuelo Bantsejang

In my area “Tigane”, there is a mining 
company operating closest to our 
community known as Shiva Uranium This 
mine has been operating for quite some 
IHZ�\HDUV�QRZ��

As a local resident in the area I can say 
the mine has made a slight contribution in 
the reduction of unemployment in Tigane 
township because I can identify some 
SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�HPSOR\HG�E\�WKH�PLQHV��
However as a youth in the area I can also 
attest that the mine is not doing anything 
for the development of the youth and the 
WRZQVKLS�DV�D�ZKROH��2XU�DUHD�LV�ODFNLQJ�
recreational facilities and the youth in 
RXU�DUHD�DUH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�DUH�VXӽHULQJ�
most because they end up indulging in 
criminal activities and substance abuse, 
H�J��GUXJV�DQG�DOFRKRO��6KLYD�XUDQLXP�LV�D�
very successful mine, but is doing nothing 
to invest in the youth or community, and 
so the local governments “Matlosana 
Muncipality”, the two public and private 
institutions in my view are failing the 
community and in particular the youth in 
WHUPV�RI�VSRUWV�GHYHORSPHQW��

Despite the fact that the mine has 
employed a few people from our 
community, the reality is their jobs are 
not sustainable as some were subjected 
WR�UHWUHQFKPHQWV��)RU�WKH�\RXWK��WR�ӾQG�D�
job at the mine is a nightmare as there are 
QR�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�EH�KLUHG��7KHUHIRUH��
I believe that the mine needs to focus 
RQ�JLYLQJ�WKH�ӾQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�WRZDUGV�
the sports infrastructural developments 
and sponsorships of the youth in sports 
to enable them achieve their dreams 
DQG�SURVSHU�LQ�WKHLU�HQGHDYRXUV��,�ZLVK�
to guarantee the world that the youth in 

my community is vibrant and many are 
WDOHQWHG��ӾQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�DQG�UHFUHDWLRQDO�
facilities are the most needed resources 
and the municipality and the mines should 
be doing something to make this wish to 
EH�D�UHDOLW\��

The youth is eager and ready to give their 
best in making our community a safer and 
conducive environment by devoting their 
WLPH�DQG�HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLYHO\�LQ�GLӽHUHQW�
VSRUW�FRGHV��$�ӾQDQFLDO�KHOS�IURP�WKH�
multi-million company “Shiva Uranium” will 
PDNH�WKHLU�GUHDPV�FRPH�WUXH��
__________________________________________
 
Shaft 10: A Health Hazard to the 
Community of Kanana Township
Mahadio Mohapi

Kanana is a small township, which is 
VXUURXQGHG�E\�JROG�PLQHV��,W�IDOOV�XQGHU�
the area called “KOSH”, consisting of 
four towns, namely, Klerksdorp, Orkney, 
6WLOIRQWHLQ�DQG�+DUWHEHHVIRQWHLQ��7KHVH�
areas all form part of the gold mines in the 
0DWORVDQD�PXQLFLSDOLW\�DUHD�RI�MXULVGLFWLRQ��
7KH\�DUH�DOO�GLUHFWO\�DQG�LQGLUHFWO\�DӽHFWHG�
E\�WKH�PLQLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��7KH\�H[SHULHQFH�
cracked houses due to blasting, polluted 
DLU��SROOXWHG�ZDWHU��HWF�

There are a number of shafts around 
Orkney, a town closest to Kanana and 
the closest of them all is the No 10 Shaft, 
which I think is posing health hazards to 
WKH�FRPPXQLW\��0RVWO\�GXULQJ�ZLQG\�GD\V�
it is time when you will realize that the 
health of the members of the community 
and the animals nearby are compromised 
because the dust that comes from the mine 
EHFRPHV�XQEHDUDEOH��

One will think and wonder about those 
residents who are staying in a close view 
of the No 10 mine, unfortunately their 
environmental rights are at stake, never 
ever before did the environmental health 
inspectors visit their area to determine the 
extent of the environmental harm and its 
SRVVLEOH�LPSDFWV�WR�WKH�SHRSOH��,W�LV�QRW�D�
surprise to discover that people got sick 
RI�7�%��6LQXVHV��DVWKPD��OXQJ�LQIHFWLRQ�DQG�

allergies quite often due to the inhaling of 
WKH�PLQH�GXVW��
__________________________________________

0\�%URWKHU�VXӽHUHG�VLOLFRVLV
Teboho Grabie

In my community of Kanana, I often heard 
people talking about silicosis, and told 
myself that it a disease just like many 
PRUH�RWKHUV��4XLWH�RIWHQ�ZH�DV�SHRSOH�DUH�
ignorant and do not bother to understand 
SUREOHPV�ZKLFK�DUH�DӽHFWLQJ�RWKHU�SHRSOH��
we are mainly concerned about ourselves 
DQG�IDPLOLHV��

When my uncle was sick and diagnosed 
ZLWK�VLOLFRVLV�E\�WKH�GRFWRUV��LW·V�ZKHQ�,�
realized that I should not take anything for 
JUDQWHG��,�ORRNHG�EDFN�DQG�UHPHPEHUHG�
that people used to talk about this 
decease and now it has made its entry 
LQWR�RXU�IDPLO\��,W�ZDV�KDUG�DQG�SDLQIXO�
DV�L�FRXOG�VHH�P\�XQFOH�VXӽHU��+H�ZDV�
an ex-employee of the Kopanong Anglo 
Gold Ashanti, after being retrenched due 
WR�LOOQHVV��:KLOH�DW�KRPH�KH�XVHG�WR�OLYH�
a fancy life, forgetting that he was sick, 
then after some time he started getting 
YHU\�VLFN��$IWHU�D�ORQJ�VWD\�LQ�KRVSLWDO�KH�
got much better and started to look for 
employment again at the mine and lucky 
HQRXJK�WR�EH�DӽRUGHG�RQH�DV�D�VWRSH�WHDP�
OHDGHU��

/LNH�PDQ\�RWKHUV��KH�ZRUNHG�IRU�
several years and he got sick again, and 
hospitalized again at the mine hospital 
NQRZQ�DV�:HVYDDO���$IWHU�EHLQJ�GLVFKDUJHG�
by the hospital he thought he could work 
again, unfortunately the mine decided to 
UHWUHQFK�KLP��FLWLQJ�WKDW�KH�ZDV�VWLOO�VLFN��
+H�GLHG�DIWHU�H[WUHPH�VXӽHULQJ�RI�VLOLFRVLV��
This sickness is very dangerous to people 
ZKR�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLQHV�������
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Wounds But No Dressing Kit
David Gaakgomo

Many of us in the community of Tigane 
Township, Northwest Province, were 
excited to hear and read in the local news 
paper that a mine nearby will soon be re-
RSHQLQJ�ZLWK�WZR�H[WUD�VKDIWV��7KH�SHRSOH�
of Tigane were singing songs of happiness 
EHOLHYLQJ�WKDW�SRYHUW\�ZLOO�EH�KLVWRU\��
however not knowing that there will be 
FRQVHTXHQFHV�WKHUHRI��

$W�ӾUVW�WKH�MREV�DW�WKH�PLQH�ZHUH�IRU�VDOH�
LQVWHDG�RI�KLULQJ�SHRSOH�DV�WKH\�SURPLVHG��
The mine resorted to hiring people from far 
SODFHV��:H�DUH�QRW�VXUH�LW�ZDV�LQIRUPHG�E\�
FKHDS�ODERU�RU�ӾUVW�FXVWRPHU�ӾUVW�VHUYH��DV�
WKH�MREV�ZHUH�RQ�VDOH��

The mine did not provide its employees 
with accommodation rather provided 
company transport to fetch its employees 
DW�RXU�WRZQVKLS�DQG�GURS�WKHP�Rӽ�DIWHU�
ZRUN��2XU�SHRSOH�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�
had to rely on income for renting back 
URRPV�WR�JDLQ�VRPHWKLQJ��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�
was a positive intervention in terms of 
WKH�KRXVHKROG·V�EXGJHW��WKH�ZRPHQ�LQ�
the community paid the price and are 
continuing to do so as a vulnerable group 
who wish to come out from the ocean of 
SRYHUW\�WKURXJK�WKH�EDFN�GRRU��
There were instances where our youth in 
the community were deeply disturbed and 
angered by the hiring of foreign nationals 
at the mines and started robbing, mugging 
and attacking them , so it nearly pushed us 
WR�;HQRSKRELD�

Most of the people who were lucky and 
got employment at the mine through 
ZKDWHYHU�PHDQV�EHFDPH�VLFN��6RPH�HQGHG�
WDNLQJ�WUHDWPHQW�IRU�7�%�DQG�WKH�PLQH��
Uranium one never supplied treatment 
and medication for them, instead our local 
FOLQLFV�KDG�WR�SURYLGH�WUHDWPHQW��:KHQ�
these workers felt strong enough health 
wise they were required to return to work 
as the company preferred to retain its 
H[SHULHQFHG�ZRUNIRUFH��

As a usual practice in the mining industry, 
The Uranium Mine Company announced 
its plans to shut down after having 
DFFXPXODWHG�WKHLU�WDUJHWHG�SURӾWV��$OO�
employees who were deemed physically 
XQӾW�RU�QRW�LQ�JRRG�KHDOWK�ZHUH�JLYHQ�5����
����DQG�UHWUHQFKHG��'RHV�D�OLIH�RI�D�SHUVRQ�
costs R20, 000?, Now because some ex-
employees passed on, what is happening 
to their families? No further examinations 
were conducted by the Uranium one 
mine to determine the root causes of the 
LOOQHVVHV�RI�LWV�HPSOR\HHV�

 Most of the people who used to work for 
Uranium One mine appear to be sick and 
WKH\�ӾQG�LW�YHU\�GLԀFXOW�WR�EH�HPSOR\HG�
elsewhere as there are physical features 
ZKLFK�VKRZ�VLJQV�RI�VLFNQHVV��7KH�PLQH�
has since been replaced by the Shiva 
uranium mine, which is stepping on the 
IRRWSULQWV�RI�WKH�FUXHO�8UDQLXP�PLQH���
__________________________________________

Anglogold Gold Ashanti Funding, a 
CBO Nightmare 
Joe Mashilo 

The civil society organizations such as 
QRQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��1*2·V���
FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��&%2·V���
DQG�)DLWK�EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��)%2·V��
DUH�DOO�SXEOLF�EHQHӾW�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�
established to address community issues 
or problems, in most instances they are 
entirely dependent on donor funding 
to implement their projects aimed at 
FRPPXQLW\�GHYHORSPHQW��7KH�FRPPXQLW\�
based organizations are the once which 
operate at the level of communities mostly 
WKRVH�ZKLFK�DUH�SUHYLRXVO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG��
Many of these organizations are doing 
exceptionally well in their cause in spite of 
EHLQJ�XQGHU�UHVRXUFHG��

I must point it out that, in Klerksdorp, 
WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ӾQG�LW�YHU\�GLԀFXOW�WR�
access the Anglo gold Ashanti company 
corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
funding, this happens simply because the 
funding requirements are too demanding, 
something which discourages most of the 
&%2·V��DQG�PDNLQJ�LW�D�GD\OLJKW�QLJKWPDUH�

IRU�&%2·V�ZKLFK�DUH�HOLJLEOH�WR�DSSO\�
It should be worth noting that most of 
the people who are doing a great job 
LQ�WKH�&%2·V�VHFWRU�DUH�ODFNLQJ�VRPH�
requisite skills, and such organizations do 
not have fundraisers compared to those 
LQ�ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�1*2·V�ZKLFK�KDYH�
WKH�FRPSHWHQW�VWDӽ�DW�WKHLU�GLVSRVDO�WR�
look after the organizations fundraising 
DQG�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��7KH�FRPSDQ\�&65�
IXQGLQJ�VHHPV�WR�EH�EHQHӾWWLQJ�D�IHZ�
organizations, those with resources, but 
ZLWK�OHVV�LPSDFW�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV��

The communities around Matlosana, in 
particular the townships are the ones 
which are troubled by the negative, social, 
economic and environmental impacts 
of the mines such as, HIV,AIDS, crime, 
prostitution, and pollution, and are better 
placed to deal with this problems and 
VKRXOG�ӾQG�DQ�HDV\�ZD\�WR�VRXUFH�IXQGLQJ�
IURP�WKH�PLQHV��

The company should revisit their funding 
requirements, and simplify them to suit 
WKH�&%2·V��DQG�E\�VR�GRLQJ�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�
considered taking responsibility towards 
they problems they are causing in our 
FRPPXQLWLHV����

Corporate Social Disaster (Mining 
in South Africa) 
Tshepo Mmusi

Mining should be viewed as economic 
GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�HYHU\�DVSHFW�RI�OLIH��
unfortunately the reality is that the total 
RSSRVLWH�DQG�RQO\�PLQLQJ�ERVVHV�EHQHӾW�
RQ�WKH�H[SHQVH�RI�WKH�SRRU��,Q�SUHYLRXV�
articles published regarding Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) by mining 
FRPSDQLHV��&65�H[LVW�RQO\�RQ�SDSHU��
In practice nothing is happening in 
FRPPXQLWLHV�OHW�DORQH�FRPSDQ\·V�VRFLDO�
labour plans, which should clearly indicate 
preference of local community members 
when the company is recruiting its work 
IRUFH��7KLV�LV�PDGH�HYLGHQW�E\�UHVHDUFK�
GRQH�LQ�GLӽHUHQW�PLQLQJ�KRVW�FRPPXQLWLHV�
such as Chaneng in Rustenburg, 
Dominionville in Klerksdorp and recently 
LQ�.DQDQD�QHDU�2UNQH\��0LQLQJ�KRXVHV�DUH�
only concerned and interested in corporate 
investment on their part on how to exploit 
minerals as quickly as possible and move 
WR�RWKHU�DUHDV�IRU�IXUWKHU�H[SORLWDWLRQ��
Today mining towns such as Welkom, 
Viginia, Orkney, Stilfontein are ghost towns 
and one cannot point out that those towns 
XVHG�WR�EH�HFRQRPLF�KXEV�RI�WKLV�FRXQWU\��
Corporate social responsibility should also 
be concerned about the economic viability 
of communities even beyond mining 
DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�FRPPXQLW\�

Not so long ago the residents of Kanana 
near Orkney took it upon themselves, 
and demonstrated against Anglo Gold 
$VKDQWL�7DX�/HNRD�����VKDIW�UHJDUGLQJ�
its recruitment strategy which preferred 
migrant labour and people outside 
.OHUNVGRUS�RYHU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��
This shaft has been operating for many 
years, and shaft 10 is situated a few 
meters from Kanana and as such it should 
employ members of the community of 
.DQDQD�EHIRUH�JRLQJ�EH\RQG�ERUGHUV��7KLV�
protest has resulted in violence amongst 
community members, local shops being 
ORRWHG�DQG�VRPH�UHVLGHQWV�EHLQJ�DUUHVWHG��
This action demonstrated dissatisfaction by 
angry residents on company recruitment 
SROLF\��
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It is of great importance for companies to 
consult with communities as they form part 
RI�FRPSDQ\·V�VWDNHKROGHUV��&RQVXOWDWLRQ�
processes should not be a formality on 
paper to acquire mining rights and licenses 
IRU�SURVSHFWLQJ��$W�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\�
poor members of our communities are the 
RQHV�SD\LQJ�WKH�SULFH��7KLV�OHDYHV�D�ORW�
RI�XQDQVZHUHG�TXHVWLRQV�WR�EH�DVNHG��$�
big one could be, is this company unable 
to handle a simple task of consulting and 
recruiting a certain percentage of its labour 
locally, what are its CSR objectives? Do 
they have a willingness to give back to the 
community?

Another BEE mining company will be 
opening very soon in Stilfontein, Marumole 
Explorations and so far its owners are keen 
to practice ethical mining practices because 
they have approached our organization for 
advice regarding stakeholder analysis and 
consultation, social labour plan design, CSR 
SURJUDPPH�GHVLJQ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ��
To this end there is communication 
between our organization and the Bench 
Marks Center at North West University for 
assistance as they have capacity in this 
UHJDUG��1RWKLQJ�\HW�KDV�EHHQ�ӾQDOL]HG��$�
meeting is to take place soon between the 
&HQWUH�DQG�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH��7KHVH�DUH�
VWLOO�HDUO\�GD\V���D�ORW�VWLOO�QHHGV�WR�XQIROG����

The appalling living Conditions in 
Jouberton Hostel
Kabelo Wageng

Unemployment is the biggest problem in 
-RXEHUWRQ�+RVWHO�WRGD\��LW�KDV�UHVXOWHG�
in massive social problems such as 
poverty, alcohol and drug abuse, teenage 
pregnancy, HIV/AIDS and other related 
GLVHDVHV�DQG�FULPH��

Jouberton Hostel, was built in 1947/8 by 
the municipality to accommodate migrant 
labours who were coming from the former 
KRPHODQGV��,Q�WKRVH�ROGHQ�GD\V�LQ�WKLV�
KRVWHO�\RX�ZRXOG�PDLQO\�ӾQG�SHRSOH�IURP�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�WULEHV��DPD�%DTZD��7UDQVNHL���
0DSHGL��/HERZD��DQG�D�0DERQJD���
According to the municipal by-law only 
men were allowed to stay in the hostel and 
LW�ZDV�D�SXQLVKDEOH�RӽHQFH�IRU�D�ZRPDQ�
WR�EH�FDXJKW�VWD\LQJ�LQ�KRVWHO��)URP�WKH�
years 1955-1985 the hostel dwellers were 
experiencing full employment, a situation 
ZKHUH�HYHU\RQH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ��7KLV�SRVLWLYH�
economic milestone was due to the mines 
DURXQG�.OHUNVGRUS�ZKLFK�SURYLGHG�MREV��

Some mining companies, which used to 
operate around Klerksdorp, had liquidated, 
and closed, this meant the retrenchments 
RI�ZRUNHUV��3RVW������PDQ\�SHRSOH�IURP�
the labour sending provinces like Eastern 
Cape, did not return to their homes after 
retrenchments, they continued to stay in 
+RVWHO�KRSLQJ�WR�ӾQG�MREV�HLWKHU�LQ�QHDUE\�
LQGXVWULDO�VLWHV�RU�PXQLFLSDOLW\��7KH�UHDOLW\�
is that full employment for the hostel 
residents is a matter of history, it cannot 
EH�DWWDLQHG�DQ\PRUH��0RODWKOHJL��D�IRUPHU�
employee of DRD, (Durban Roodeport 
Deep) , said, “it is really hard these day, 
WR�ӾQG�ZRUN��\RX�PXVW�EH�HGXFDWHG��P\�
health is not well, yet I still have to have to 
send money home for feeding my children, 
life  here in hostel is not good, it hurts to 
VHH�IDFHV�RI�SRYHUW\�HYHU\�GD\µ��

Too many people staying in the hostels 
around the Klerksdorp townships, life is 
D�VKDPH��\RX�ZRXOG�ӾQG�H[WUHPH�KXQJHU�
DQG�VXӽHULQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH�PLQLQJ�ERVVHV�
of today are driven and characterised by 

greed, self enrichment, nepotism and 
SURӾWV��7KH�VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�DW�WKH�KRVWHO�
extend to communities, which is why 
people throughout the country are angry at 
WKH�PLQHV�WRGD\�����

The Red Ants were paid to evict us!!!

The availability of land for the purpose 
of building the RDP houses is the biggest 
challenge for many municipalities in South 
$IULFD��:H�DOO�NQRZ�WKDW�ODQG�LV�D�VHQVLWLYH�
issue, and the government policies to deal 
ZLWK�LW�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�XQGHU�DWWDFN��,Q�
2013, when the Matlosana municipality 
Mayor, Mike Kgauwe heard the news that 
the residents of zone 5 in Khuma township 
occupied the land illegally, he acted swiftly 
and contracted the well known Red Ants 
WR�HYLFW�WKH�GHVSHUDWH�SHRSOH�RI�.KXPD��
$ERXW�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�ӾIW\�VKDFNV�ZHUH�
HUHFWHG�LQ�RSHQ�ӾHOG�LQ�=RQH���E\�WKH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�QHHG�KRXVHV���´:H�ZHUH�JLYHQ�
a notice to voluntarily remove the shacks 
DQG�PRYH�RXW�RI�WKH�ODQGµ��6DLG�7VKLGLVR�
.DQGDQLVL�RI�.KXPD��7KH�PD\RU�YLVLWHG�WKH�
township few weeks after hearing about the 
land grab and warned the Khuma residents 
that the land was dolomitic, and could not 
EH�HDUPDUNHG�IRU�KXPDQ�VHWWOHPHQW��,Q�D�
radio interview with the local radio, Star 
FM, he stressed that people will be evicted 
from the land because it is not suitable for 
settlement due to the impact of the mining 
DFWLYLWLHV��7KLV�PHDQV�WKH�PLQHV��ZKLFK�KDG�
operated in Khuma and Stilfontein area, 
KDG�GHVWUR\HG�WKH�ODQG�GXH�WR�EODVWLQJ���

Even today the Khuma landless people 
DUH�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�VXӽHU�WKH�ODQG�RUGHDO�
FDXVHG�E\�WKH�PLQHV�ZLWK�QR�SULFH�WR�SD\��
)RU�WKH�%HӽXO�QR�����PLQH�RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�
close proximity to Khuma Zone 5, it is 
EXVLQHVV�DV�XVXDO��7KHUH�LV�QR�GLDORJXH�RQ�
the matter to deal with the problem and 
ӾQG�UHPHGLDO�DFWLRQV�DQG�SUHYHQW�IXWXUH�
GDPDJH�WR�WKH�ODQG��$����\HDU�ROG�7VKLGLVR�
Kandanisi said, “ it is hurting at my age 
WR�ӾQG�P\�VHOI�VWD\LQJ�ZLWK�P\�SDUHQWV��
the municipality and the mine must deal 
with this land problem, we cannot wait any 
ORQJHUµ��

Many mining companies in Klerksdorp get 
away with serious harm to the environment 
DQG�ODQG��,Q������WKH�-XVWLFH�DQG�3HDFH�
in Klerksdorp was dealing with a case of 
rehabilitated land (deep pothole) left by the 
DRD, Durban Roodeport Deep Mine next 
to the Dawkinsville area and the Matlosana 
ODQGӾOO�VLWH�����
__________________________________________

The MaRussia People of Matlosana
Moeketsi Mogwera

Here in Matlosana, North West, every 
man wearing a Basotho blanket is called 
´PD5XVVLDµ��7KH�FDOOLQJ�RI�WKH�%DVRWKR�
people, particularly those wearing blankets 
KDV�EHHQ�D�SUDFWLFH�IRU�D�YHU\�ORQJ�WLPH��
The name came to be widely known around 
WKH�����·V�ZKHQ�WKH�%DVRWKR�SHRSOH�IURP�
/HVRWKR�ZHUH�ӿRFNLQJ�LQ�JUHDW�QXPEHUV�
to the Orkney, and Stilfontein towns to 
ZRUN�RQ�WKH�PLQHV��,W�LV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�WKH\�
needed their own identity and protection 
amongst other tribes, so their groupings 
FDPH�WR�EH�NQRZQ�DV�PD�5XVVLD��
0RVW�RI�WKH�PD�5XVVLD·V�ZRUNHG�DW�WKH�
PLQHV�DQG�VWD\HG�DW�WKH�PLQLQJ�KRVWHOV��
When the mines started to close down 
and retrenching the workers they already 
had enjoyed staying in the mining towns 
DQG�GLG�QRW�JR�EDFN�KRPH��%HFDXVH�WKH\�
could no longer stay at the mine due 
to retrenchments, they began renting 
the backrooms in our townships, such 
DV�.DQDQD��.KXPD�DQG�-RXEHUWRQ��7KH�
TXHVWLRQ�LV�KRZ�WKH�PD�5XVVLD·V�VXUYLYH�
today, because most of them are no longer 
working at the mines?

They have found another venture or market 
to sustain their lives,  they are now known 
by providing security services at the local 
taverns and supermarkets in Matlosana 
WRZQVKLS��6RPH�KDYH�EHHQ�DFFXVHG�E\�
community members as a group which 
propels gangsterism and responsible for 
PXJJLQJ�DW�QLJKW�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KH�
UHDOLW\�LV�WKH\�DUH�DURXQG�DQG�KHUH�WR�VWD\���
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Uranium One Ex-workers Still Live 
in shock
David Gaanakgomo

Tigane Township is an area with a rich 
KLVWRU\�RI�PLQLQJ�VLQFH�WKH�����·V��DQG�
companies which operated in the area 
include Anglo Gold, AfrikannerSkiet 
mine, Uranium One and currently Shiva 
8UDQLXP��:KHQ�WKH�8UDQLXP�2QH��D�
Canadian company left in 2009, the new 
company that took over ownership was 
6KLYD�8UDQLXP��8UDQLXP�2QH�OHIW�WKH�
Tigane residents shocked because it 
has left hurting memories to most of its 
ZRUNHUV��,VKPDHO�0RNJDWOD�DQG�H[�ZRUNHU�
RI�8UDQLXP�2QH��ZKR�LV�LQ�KLV�ODWH�IRUW\·V�
, said “that company was cruel, one day i 
was forced to operate a drum truck with its 
FDPHUD�RԁLQH��$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�NQRFNLQJ�Rӽ��
,�ZDV�DOHUWHG�E\�SHRSOH�VFUHDPLQJ��,�FRXOG�
QRW�KHDU�EHFDXVH�RI�QRLVH�IURP�WKH�WUXFN��
When I stopped I realized that I smashed a 
man in cold blood while in reverse on the 
WUXFNµ��$IWHU�UHSRUWLQJ�WKH�DFFLGHQW�,VKPDHO�
got suspended and subjected to hearing, 
KH�ZDV�QHYHU�WDNHQ�IRU�DQ\�FRXQVHOOLQJ��
,VKPDHO�FRXOG�QRW�VOHHS�DW�QLJKW��KH�QHDUO\�
EHFDPH�DQ�DOFRKROLF�WR�KHOS�KLP�VOHHS��´�
As a father i arranged for him to attend 
counselling at my expense because the 
PLQH�KDG�VWRSSHG�SD\LQJ�KLPµ��6DLG�
0RUHQD�0DNKRWOD��,VKPDHO·V�IDWKHU��

Ishmael won the case with his employer 
DQG�UHLQVWDWHG��KRZHYHU�DV�D�VXUIDFH�
GULYHU��,W�WRRN�WKH�8UDQLXP�PLQH�RQO\�WKUHH�
months to dismiss Ishmael and to date he 
still has memories of how the mines ill-
WUHDWHG�KLP�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV�

Shiva uranium not investing in our 
youth
Tue lo Bantsejang

Thabiso Dikupe is a talented young man 
ZKR�LV�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�VRFFHU��7KLV�
resident of the community of Tigane, 
Klerksdorp, started playing soccer from 
childhood and is willing to make his 
parents and community proud through 
VSRUWV��´,�ZLOO�SDUWLFXODUO\�OLNH�WR�VHH�P\VHOI�
UHDFKLQJ�WKH�GL]]\�KHLJKWV�DIWHU�ӾYH�
\HDUV��EHLQJ�D�VRFFHU�VWDUµ��VDLG�7KDELVR��
The Tigane Township is lacking in terms 
of sporting facilities and the sporting 
infrastructural development projects are 
KDUGO\�WR�EH�VHHQ��

This setback is costing the community to 
realize its full potential in as far as sporting 
LV�FRQFHUQHG��2XU�FRPPXQLW\�LV�VR�SRRU�
as if there are no multimillion mines next 
to it, The Shiva Uranium mine has been 
operating for quiet some time now, but still 
with nothing to prove as corporate social 
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WRZDUGV�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��
When asked about what sort of assistance 
is needed from the Shiva uranium mine 
Thabiso said, “I would really like to see 
the mine providing sponsorship to us, the 
sport s people, and investing by building or 
XSJUDGLQJ�WKH�VWDGLXP�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\µ��
The mine and other businesses operating 
in our area should play a pivotal role in 
assisting the municipality and government 
to render key community material 
UHVRXUFHV�VXFK�DV�VWDGLXPV��7KH�\RXWK�LQ�
my community are so eager and ready to 
give their best, hence the public-private 
partnership is essential to make the dreams 
RI�WKH�\RXWK�WR�FRPH�WUXH��6XUHO\�WKH�
community of Tigane will be what is called 
D�GUXJ��DOFRKRO�DQG�FULPH�IUHH�DUHD��

7KDELVR�&RQFOXGHG�DOVR�DGGHG��´,�ZRXOG�
also like to urge the mine to invest in 
building another Secondary school, since 
the community is only having one, this 
stimulates local competition in terms of 
PDWULF�SDVV�UDWH�IRU�OHDUQHUV�DQG�WHDFKHUVµ�

Welkom/GUBICO

The Welkom Community Monitors School is a collaboration between the Bench Marks 
)RXQGDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�*ROG�DQG�8UDQLXP�%HOW�,PSDFW�&HQVRULQJ�2UJDQLVDWLRQ��*8%,&2���
GUBICO is a community-based organisation monitoring the impacts of gold and urani-
XP�PLQHV�LQ�WKH�FHQWUDO�)UHH�6WDWH��*8%,&2�DOVR�PRQLWRUV�*RYHUQPHQWV·�GHOLYHU\�RI�EDVLF�
VHUYLFHV�WR�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�
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Living in an Ocean of 
Unemployment. 
Maditaba A Mabela 

“Freedom is meaningless if people cannot 
put food in their stomachs…” echoes 
the words of a national hero Rolihlahla 
0DQGHOD��

Is there any way to survive in the new South 
Africa, especially the South Africa that 
enriches a few individuals?  
In this ocean of unemployment and 
poverty, Bovet Mthombeni from the driest 
township in the Free State, Nyakallong is 
said to have found a way to survive and 
VXSSRUW�IRXU�GHSHQGHQWV��0U�1WKRPEHQL�
draws his income from a small fruit and 
vegetable market, which he started because 
of lack of employment from the mines, the 
RQO\�HPSOR\HU�LQ�WKH�DUHD��0U�0WKRPEHQL�
says that business is tough because there 
are few people barely able to buy decent 
IRRG�IRU�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��

“Business is slow as I rely on grant people 
for their support” 
Mr Mthombeni also said that to have mines 
on their door step is fruitless because 
the mines employ people from outside 
1\DNDOORQJ��´0\�EXVLQHVV�GRHV�QRW�EHQHӾW�
from the mine,” said Mr Mthombeni, 
“because most of the workers are from 
RXWVLGH��7KH�PRQH\�WKH\�HDUQ�WKHUH�LQ�
the mine, they take it with them to their 
UHVSHFWLYH�WRZQV�µ�

Mr Mthombeni asked,  “Is this a democracy 
we longed for?” He went on to say, “To 
have a mine in our land, in our community 
equals to nothing , because most of us 
GRQ·W�KDYH�MREV�µ
 
Even though the mine itself claims to help 
and consider the residents of Nyakallong, 
many community members especially the 
\RXWK�IHHO�RWKHUZLVH��´7R�JR�WR�WKH�RFHDQ�
with a teaspoon of colorant”, said one of 
the community youth, Thabang Radebe, 
“is a waste of time and that colourant, 
DV�LW�ZRQW�PDNH�DQ\�GLӽHUHQFH�µ��´7KLVµ���
continues Mr Radebeb, “is what the mines 
do , it takes a few of us and many from 
outside and expect to change lives”

However one cannot overlook the success 
and life that Mr Bovet Mthombeni managed 
IRU�KLPVHOI�HYHQ�XQGHU�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
Surely life is hard in the mining areas, but 
VXFFHVV�LV�SRVVLEOH��0U�0WKRPEHQL�LV�OLYLQJ�
proof, or is he?

__________________________________________

Together Lets Save Lives and 
Property Preventing Fires. 
Teboho Vincent Mokoakoa

It is a fact that residents of informal 
settlements are the most vulnerable 
WR�ӾUH�ZKLFK�UHVXOWV�LQ�WKH�GHDWK�DQG�
destruction of the little property that these 
FRPPXQLWLHV�PD\�KDYH�

Fires are to be expected during the harsh 
cold winter months as temperatures 
plummet and leave people with no choice 
but to initiate ways to keep warm mainly 
WXUQLQJ�WR�FDQGOHV��SDUDԀQ�DQG�JDV�VWRYHV�
and heaters and braziers ( mbawulas) for 
KHDW�

8QIRUWXQDWHO\�ZKLOH�WKHVH�PD\�EH�HӽHFWLYH�
they also pose a danger to communities if 
QRW�SURSHUO\�DGPLQLVWHUHG��
Residents throughout the province of Free 
State have seen lives including innocent 
FKLOGUHQ��YDQLVK��DV�ӾUHV�VZHSW�WKURXJK�RXU�
LQIRUPDO�VHWWOHPHQWV�LQ�WKH�SDVW�

Matjhabeng Municipality Bought Fire 
Engines 

7KH�ӾUH�VHDVRQ�ZLOO�EH�D�PXFK�EHWWHU�
one for residents of the district as the 
0DWMKDEHQJ�/RFDO�0XQLFLSDOLW\�KDYH�ERXJKW�
WZR�QHZ�ӾUH�HQJLQHV�

7KH��PLOOLRQ�ZRUWK�ӾUH�HQJLQHV�VWDUWHG�
RSHUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH���UG�RI�$SULO��������7KH\�
DUH�WKH�ӾUVW�WZR�RI�VL[�LQ�OLQH�IRU�HDFK�WRZQ�
RI�WKH�PXQLFLSDOLW\�

7KHVH�WZR�ӾUH�HQJLQHV�DUH�DQ�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�IRXU�ӾUH�HQJLQHV��ZKLFK�
experienced some problem in the past 
ZKHQ�ӾUHV�EURNH�RXW�

This is one of the good things for 
our municipality, and as a member of 
Matjhabeng Community, I would like to see 
more good things happening to save the 
OLYHV·�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV����

__________________________________________

Needs in the Community and the 
Country as a Whole.
1NDNL�5HӾOZH

Communities battle against poverty, 
HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�FKLOG�KHDGHG�KRXVHKROGV���
There has been a breakdown in family 
support system and more orphaned 
children due to deaths through HIV and 
AIDS, and any other related illnesses and 
VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�VXFK�DV�GRPHVWLF�YLROHQFH��
Many parents move to the cities to look 
for work and leave children with elderly 
JUDQGSDUHQWV���,QDGHTXDWH�KHDOWK�FDUH�
facilities have been the cause of a great 
number of deaths amongst babies and 
FKLOGUHQ�

Many do not receive recommended 
LQRFXODWLRQV��KRVSLWDOV�DUH�XQGHUVWDӽHG�
DQG�RIWHQ�GR�QRW�KDYH�VXԀFLHQW�PHGLFLQH�
stocks resulting in the unnecessary deaths 
RI�SDWLHQWV�

A lack of proper housing along with 
poor or no supplies of electricity, clean 
water and a good sanitation results in 

FRPPXQLWLHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�XQKHDOWK\�FRQGLWLRQV���
Many people turn to crime as a means of 
SURYLGLQJ�EDVLF�QHFHVVLWLHV�

Many children still do not have access 
to quality education because there is a 
shortage of suitable school buildings and 
TXDOLӾHG�WHDFKHUV��0DQ\�FKLOGUHQ�UXQ�DZD\�
and live on the streets in towns and cities 
where they support themselves by begging 
DQG�VRPHWLPHV�VWHDOLQJ��0DQ\�DGXOWV�
KDYH�QRW�KDG�DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�ӾQG�
GLԀFXOW�WR�JHW�MREV��:LWK�QR�LQFRPH�WKH\�
cannot provide for the economic needs of 
WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�

In order to solve the community and the 
FRXQWU\·V�HFRQRPLF�QHHGV�WKHVH�LVVXHV�
needs to be addressed, because some 
ideas for doing this include providing more 
training programmes to increase skills 
of the youth, vocational-based training 
to provide more technical skills and the 
creation of more jobs and opportunities for 
DOO�SHRSOH�
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Strike in platinum belt has 
potential to free the entire working 
class.
Mothobi Tshabalala

The longest ever strike in South Africa that 
is happening in platinum belt is the sign 
that in the 20 years of our democracy the 
material living condition of our people has 
not changed and that our people are not 
paid living wage for work that they do, 
7KH\�FDQQRW�DӽRUG�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�WKH�EDVLF�
QHHGV�IRU�DQ�HQWLUH�PRQWK��

The strike, which is a demand for a better 
wage, had to be started by miners more 
than any other sector, as they are the 
people who are most at risk and face 
WKH�KDUGHVW�ZRUNLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��7KH�
expectation was that the entire working 
class of South Africa would stand in 
solidarity with mineworkers instead of 
criticizing them, as the issue of minimum 
wage is still a problem across all sectors of 
RXU�HFRQRP\��

The fact that most South Africans are 
failing to note is that the strike in the 
platinum belt has potential to free the 
entire working class economically in all 
sectors of our country, as successful 
negotiation will lead to other sectors to pay 
workers minimum wage or equal pay for 
ZRUN�GRQH�

When our political leaders fought the 
struggle that led to freedom we are having 
today, they forgot to note that apartheid is 
EDVHG�LQ�WZR�IRUPV��UDFH�DQG�FODVV��,QVWHDG�
they fought apartheid on racism and forgot 
the issue of class, which is dividing our 
people and making others superior than 
RWKHUV��7KDW�LV�ZKDW�DOVR�OHG�WR�XV�ӾQGLQJ�
ourselves in poverty in a period of 20 
\HDUV��:LWK����PLOOLRQ�RI�RXU�SRSXODWLRQ�
on social grants the gap between rich and 
SRRU�SHRSOH�JURZV�ELJJHU�
On the other hand we have the government 
and ruling party that is well known and 
rooted in food parcels programmes, but 
failed dismally to assist striking miners 
WKDW�DUH�VWDUYLQJ��,QVWHDG�WKHLU�LQWHQWLRQ�
ZDV�WR�VWDUYH�ZRUNHUV�WR�GHDWK��7KLV�LV�

an indication that out government is 
continuing to protect the interest of mine 
owners at expense of our workers and 
FRPPXQLWLHV��:H�WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKDW�WKH�
Marikina Massacre will be an eye opening 
H[SHULHQFH�HQRXJK�IRU�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�ӾQG�
VROXWLRQV�IRU�WKH�VXӽHULQJ�RI�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�
FODVV��%XW�WKLV�LV�QRW�VR��LQGLYLGXDO�LQWHUHVWV�
of the leaders come before those of the 
PDVVHV�

The demands of workers are fair enough 
to help communities to survive, as these 
people are members of communities 
EHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�ZRUNHUV��:H�FDQ·W�KDYH�D�
situation where the demands of unions 
are dismissed or not taken seriously only 
because they are not part of the tripartite 
alliance of the ruling party or they are not 
D�IHGHUDWLRQ�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�UXOLQJ�SDUW\��
We are also part of the media houses 
when we paint a bad picture about Joseph 
Mathunjwa President of AMCU on his assets 
which is not happening with leaders of 
RWKHU�XQLRQV��

__________________________________________

Job challenge 101
Maditaba Matsela

There is a high need for jobs in the 
gold-mining communities especially 
LQ�0DWMKDEHQJ��:KLOH�JROG�PLQLQJ�KDV�
increased rapidly in the last 5 years, it is 
UDWKHU�GLԀFXOW�IRU�PDQ\�\RXQJ�EODFN�DQG�
ZKLWH�6RXWK�$IULFDQV�WR�JHW�MREV���3HRSOH�DOO�
over Matjhabeng seem to have lost hope in 
the mining sector, the core and the heart 
EHDW�RI�WKHLU�HFRQRP\�

Every youth in this part of the country 
wants to migrate to big cities like 
Johannesburg and Cape Town or anywhere 
HOVH�EXW�KHUH��7KH\�SXUVXH�JUHHQHU�
SDVWXUHV���7KH�0DWMKDEHQJ�WKDW�XVHG�WR�
be a haven and city of hope for many that 
lived and moved here about twenty years 
DJR�LV�QRZ�WKH�GULHVW�SDUW�RI�6RXWK�$IULFD��
1R�RQH�ZDQWV�WR�EH�SDUW�RI��

�´+RZHYHUµ���VD\V�0U��-DEX�RI�%XVLQHVV�

Today “people of this country , or anywhere 
were there is mining , should not only look 
at the mines as possible employers but also 
as possible customers”

$GGLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�ZRUG�RI�0U��-DEX�ZDV�
7KDOHVPR�(QWHUSULVH�&KLHI�RI�ӾQDQFH���
0U��$VWRQH�&KDROH�´7KH�PLQHV�OLNH�DQ\�
customer, communities should make use of  
WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\µ���

7KH�+DUPRQ\�*ROG�0LQH�/7'�LQ�WKH�)UHH�
State said that they are looking forward 
to developing Gold-Mining communities 
WKURXJK�600(6���´7KH�0LQH�LV�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
people who will group themselves and 
FDWHU�WR�LWV�QHHGVµ�VD\V�0U��/HERKDQJ�
Shabe of Harmony Gold Mines in the Free 
6WDWH��7KH�PLQLQJ�FRPSDQLHV���0U�6KDEH�
said  is looking for people who will provide 
it with service and materials such as garden 
and health Services, pumps, safety tools 
DQG�ERG\�ZHDU��FORWKHV��DQG�PXFK�PRUH��
For further information on the services the 
PLQH�QHHGV�YLVLW�ZZZ�KDUPRQ\JROGPLQHV�
FR�]D��PDWMKDEHQJ���

“People can approach us” added 
0U��6KDEH·V�&ROOHDJXHV�0UV��6RSKLH�
Phororo and present their company or 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ·V�EXVLQHVV�SURSRVDOV��DV�ZH�
are looking to develop and empower local 
600(6�DQG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV�

__________________________________________

7KH\�GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN
Thabang Motsamai

´<RXWK�LQ�WKH�/HMZHOHSXWVZD�UHJLRQ�DUH�
QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�ODERXU��SODLQO\�VWDWHG��
WKH\�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN��´8QHPSOR\PHQW�
LQ�WKH�/HMZHOHSXWVZD�GLVWULFW�KDV�VWUXFN�
WKH�FRUH��3HRSOH�DOO�RYHU�WKH�GLVWULFW�KDYH�
lost hope, the night has gone completely 
dark, and there seems to be no other 
means known or wanted except that of 
JUDQWV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWµ�0U��
6DP�RI�WKH�7KH��'HSDUWPHQW�RI��/DERXU�
in Welkom says that youth everywhere in 
WKH�/HMZHOHSXWVZD�GLVWULFW��LI�QRW�DOO�RYHU�
6RXWK�$IULFD��GRQ·W�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN�DW�DOO��

´<RXWK�LQ�WKH�/HMZHOHSXWVZD�UHJLRQ�DUH�QRW�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�ODERXUµ�VD\V�0U��6DP�´SODLQO\�
VWDWHG��WKH\�GR�QRW�ZDQW�WR�ZRUN�µ�WR�
VXSSRUW�KLV�VWDWHPHQW��0U��6DP�SURGXFHG�
overwhelming evidence in black and white 
RI�WKH�\RXWK�OLYLQJ�LQ�/HMZHOHSXWVZD�EHLQJ�
called to jobs opportunities presented to 
WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�/DERXU�E\�GLӽHUHQW�
employers, with attendees of close to 
QRWKLQJ��

7KH�ӾJXUHV�ZHUH�DVWRQLVKLQJ�DQG�VSRNH�
for themselves: 40 people, age between 18 
DQG����ZHUH�ZDQWHG�IRU�EULFN�OD\LQJ�MRE��
The department called over 50 people and 
RQO\����WXUQHG�RXW��)LIWHHQ�IHPDOHV��DJH�
between 20 and 35 were wanted for learner 
ships in Early Childhood Development, 
3 people turned out and then, the 
department had to ask the department of 
social development to rethink their request 
RI�DJH��$QG�WKDW·V�ZKHQ�WKH�FDOOHG�UHFHLYHG�
D�SRVLWLYH�UHVSRQVH��$QG�WKH�ӾJXUHV�JR�RQ�
DQG�RQ�

´7KH�ӾUVW�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKLV�\RXWK�VWDUV�DVN�XV�
ZKHQ�ZH�FDOOµ�VD\V�0U��6DP�´LV��KRZ�PXFK��
+RZ�PXFK�PRQH\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VDODU\�µ�LW�
seems that, which can be understandable, 
PD\EH��\RXQJ�SHRSOH�GRQ·W�MXVW�ZDQW�
jobs, they have responsibilities, and 
there is nothing they can work for except 
for reasonable salaries to support their 
families and take care of their pressing 
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��
+RZHYHU��L·MRE�L·MRE�V·EDOH�
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Phantsi ngo Tjotjo
Rakoata M.L

On Thursday the 22nd of May 2014, 
Tshepong Harmony Mine opened a pool of 
YDULRXV�YDFDQFLHV�LQFOXGLQJ�5'2·V��5RFN�
Drill Operators) for both experienced and 
inexperienced candidates who were willing 
WR�ZRUN�XQGHUJURXQG��

Community members from Kutloanong and 
the surrounding towns came in masses 
WR�GHOLYHU�WKHLU�&9·V�SHUVRQDOO\�DW�WKH�
0XQLFLSDO�2ԀFHV�LQ�2GHQGDDOVUXV�
�0U��7VKHSR�D����\HDU�ROG�UHVLGHQW�IURP�
.XWORDQRQJ�/RFDWLRQ�FRPSODLQHG�D�ORW�ZKHQ�
the Security Guard asked them to drop 
WKHLU�&9·V�LQ�D�ER[H��+H�H[SODLQHG�WR�WKH�
Security Guard how expensive the CV really 
was to compile these days, never mind the 
point that he was unemployed living with 3 
FKLOGUHQ�DQG�KLV�ZLIH��

0U��7VKHSR�ZDV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�RQH�
FRPSODLQLQJ��7KH\�VDLG�LW�FRVW�WKHP�
5������WR�W\SH�D�&XUULFXOXP�9LWDH�DW�
WKH�ORFDO�LQWHUQHW�FDIHV��SOXV�5������IRU�
transportation they used to deliver them, 
DQG�DOO�LQ�DOO�WKH�FRVW�ZDV�5������DQG�
FRXQWLQJ���

South Africans lets be honest, it is not 
a sure case that our poor desperate 
community members who submitted 
WKHLU�FXUULFXOXP�YLWDH�ZLOO�EH�HPSOR\HG��
,Q�IDFW�+DUPRQ\�0LQH�ZLOO�HPSOR\����
IURP�.XWORDQRQJ��7R�EH�WUXH�0U��7VKHSR�
and other members who submitted their 
&9·V�FRXOG�KDYH�ERXJKW�D��NJ�RI�FKLFNHQ��
potatoes or cabbage with that money to 
feed their starving families, but with hope 
they left their Curriculum Vitae in those 
ER[HV���

Some even found it inappropriate to 
hand or deliver their curriculum vitae to 
Tshepong Harmony Mine, because this 
LQFLGHQW�KDSSHQHG�EHIRUH��,Q������WR�EH�
correct, when communities were striking 
for employment saying the mines should 
VWDUW�EHQHӾWLQJ�DQG�HPSOR\�PHPEHU�RI�
FORVH�DQG�DӽHFWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�EHIRUH�WKH\�
HPSOR\HG�SHRSOH�IURP�GLӽHUHQW�3URYLQFHV�

including Eastern Cape, North West, 
/LPSRSR��/HVRWKR�DQG�=LPEDEZH�

“The recruiting team, not only in the private 
sector, even in the government sectors, 
always had their own  list of people from 
their families, close friends or those 
ZKR�EULEH�WKHP�WR�JHW�WKH�MREVµ�VDLG�0U��
7VKHSR�

I believe people like us who seek 
employment are those who are poor with 
QRWKLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�SRFNHWV���2QH�ZRXOG�
wonder if they demand R5 000 for bribery 
ZKHUH�GR�WKH\�H[SHFW�XV�WR�JHW�LW�IURP��
/RDQ�VKDUNV�SHUKDSV"�

In “Fana-kaloko” a language used by 
mine workers,  I say “Phantsi ngo Tjotjo” 
PHDQLQJ�GRZQ�ZLWK�EULEHU\��:H�WKH�
concerned members of the community, we 
demand that we should be employed fairly 
VR��������������
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Monitoring school groups this year, each 
produced two editions of a community 
QHZVOHWWHU��7KH�QHZVOHWWHUV�ZHUH�
distributed in the local community among 
friends, family, local organisations, 
FRPPXQLW\�OHDGHUV�DQG�PXQLFLSDO�RԀFLDOV�

While monitors had always produced 
writings over the past years, these were 
only posted on a website and published in 
the annual journal Action Voices, 

The restricted publication of writings was 
in part due the lack of funds as well as a 
belief that groups would not be able to 
PDQDJH�WKLV�FRPSOH[�WDVN��

)RU�PDQ\�JURXSV�WKLV�ZDV�D�ӾUVW�WLPH�
H[SHULHQFH��

The ease which groups completed this task 
is testimony to the level of development of 
activists in the monitoring schools over the 
SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV�

Copies of the newsletter can be see on the 
programmes website 

www.communitymonitors.net
Lessons from the Newsletter 
production exercise 

7KHVH�DUH�WKH�UHӿHFWLRQV�RI�0RQLWRULQJ�
School Facilitators arising from their 
HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�H[HUFLVH��

In the Internet age, print is still important 
in poor and working class communities 
In the monitors school we used to write 
articles, which was posted, on the Blog and 
)%�SDJH��%XW�RQO\�D�IHZ�PRQLWRUV�UHDG�WKHLU�
ZULWLQJV�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��$�IHZ�LI�DQ\�LQ�WKH�
community would have seen the writings, 
as our communities do not have access to 
WKH�,QWHUQHW���

Seeing their writing in print improved 
monitors writings
Facilitators observed that individuals in 
the group adopted a more serious attitude 
to their writing when they were told that 
WKHLU�ZRUN�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�LQ�SULQW��7KHUH�
was a marked improvement in their writing 
IROORZLQJ�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ӾUVW�LVVXH��
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Newsletters promote group 
recognition at the level of the 
community  

The newsletter led to a greater recognition 
of the local organisation by organisations 
DQG�OHDGHUV�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�
newsletter proved to be an important 
LQVWUXPHQW�WR�UDLVH�WKH�SURӾOH�RI�WKH�JURXS�
LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

Producing a newsletter is an 
HӽHFWLYH�WUDLQLQJ�WRRO�

7KH�QHZVOHWWHU�SURYHG�WR�EH�DQ�HӽHFWLYH�
as at tool to develop the organising and 
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�VNLOOV�RI�WKH�JURXS���
Individuals were challenge to developed 
WKHLU�RZQ�ZULWLQJ�DQG�ZHUH�JLYHQ�IHHG�EDFN��
The group had to divide labours and work 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�VWULFW�WLPH�SODQ��WKLV�ZDV�
D�EDVLF�OHVVRQ�LQ�RUJDQLVLQJ��6RPH�LQ�WKH�
group developed new technical skills in 
QHZVOHWWHU�GHVLJQ�DQG�OD\RXW�

Organisational Lessons 
- Good planning, coordination 
and persistence by the facilitator were 
important skills required to get the group 
WR�VXEPLW�DUWLFOHV�RQ�WLPH�
- While most in the group did not have 
personal computers it was possible,  by 
sharing the workload,  to get all articles 
W\SHG��
- It was not easy to take pictures 
with cell phones and upload these on a 
FRPSXWHU��7KH�JURXS�OHDUQW�QHZ�ZD\�RI�
GRLQJ�WKLV�
- Making decisions on which articles 
were relevant and which met he required 
VWDQGDUG�ZDV�GLԀFXOW��7KH�JURXS�UHVROYHG�
WKLV�SUREOHP�WKURXJK�D�ORW�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�
- Deadlines dates were key in 
SURGXFLQJ�WKH�QHZVOHWWHU��7KH\�FUHDWHG�
VWUHVV�EXW�KHOSHG�WKH�JURXS�RUJDQLVH�LWVHOI�
- There was a need to make a 
distribution plan so that the newsletter got 
WR�WKH�SHRSOH�LQWHQGHG�

Newsletters in the 2015 
production 

The facilitators concluded that the 
production of newsletters or short print 
publications for distribution in the local 
FRPPXQLW\�VKRXOG�GHӾQLWHO\�FRQWLQXH�LQ�
WKH������PRQLWRULQJ�VFKRRO�SURJUDPPH��
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Social Media 
Since the start of the programme 5 years ago we have encouraged 
monitors to blog their articles on the internet. We believed strongly this  
was a powerful way for  local groups to communicate  and network 
nationally and globally. 

Over the past two years we have set up a web blog where all  articles 
written by monitors are posted. 

www.communitymontitors.net 

We in addition posted links on a Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/CommunityMonitorsNetwork

All monitoring groups have created their own Face book pages. 
At a local level monitors participate on their own Whatsapp group. 

The Website has proved to be a useful way of centrally archiving the 
work of the 6 groups. It is easy to respond to a request or pass on 
information  providing links to the site.  Any person interested will be 
DEOH�ӾQG�WKH�VLWH�DQG�DFFHVV�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�



60
7

Low level of use 

However the level of activity on 
the web site and FB pages has not 
been very high and close to zero in 
local communities. 

Most local monitors have very little 
or no access to the Internet, except 
for very restricted access via smart 
phones. Even  with phones there 
is  size and cost factor. Not all 
smart phones have big enough 
memoires to access  large amounts 
of data and most monitors being 
XQHPSOR\HG�EDUHO\�KDYH�VXԀFLHQW��
air time for their own needs let 
alone air time to surf the net.

The writings of the local monitors 
posted on the site did not attract 
much attention from media groups 
and other organisations. This we 
believe is due to that fact that they 
were very short articles and not 
written in the form that would be 
easily used by media groups. 

A  major problem that limits the 
development of the monitors 
presence on the social media  the 
use of the internet is the lack 
of good quality internet access. 
Groups are not able to do more 
than send of an email. They are not 
able “play around”  on the internet 
and social media, a necessary 
condition to develop their skills 
and their use. 

Whatsapp

On the local level , all groups 
actively use Whatsapp for easy 
group communication. 
Whatsapp is widely used in the 
community because there are no 
extra costs except for airtime.

Approximately 70-100 per cent 
of group members have smart 
phones, which enable Whatsapp. 

The level of activity in the 
Whatsapp groups very form 20% 
to a 100%. Groups report that 
the level of active participation 
varies according to the level 
of commitment and good 
coordination in the group. 

The Whatsapp medium however is 
QRW�HӽHFWLYH�IRU�WKH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�
RI�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�ODUJH�ӾOHV�DV�
most cell phones do not have large 
memories. 



Radio Podcasts 
Pod Casts and Radio Shows – New Power 
Tools for Community Activists

The Community Monitors School has since 
only focussed training activists in “writing” 
DQG�SXEOLVKLQJ�XVLQJ�´WH[Wµ��7KLV�\HDU�WKH�
Monitors School programme began to 
explore the use of  audio “podcast” and 
UDGLR�VKRZV��
A podcast is an audio (or video) recording 
that can be uploaded on the Internet and 
can be sent out electronically via email 
DQG�PHVVDJH�VHUYLFHV�VXFK�DV�:KDWVDSS���
A radio show is a longer programme that 
LQWHJUDWHV�PXVLF�DQG�LQWHUYLHZV�

From August to November we have made 4 
short programmes with the  Mpumalanga 
and Rustenburg groups  and two radio 
shows with the Ekhuruleni and Klerksdorp 
JURXSV�

Here is the response of monitors who 
SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKHVH�SURGXFWLRQV�

�� This is an accessible medium   
 as it reaches a larger section of the  
 community. 

R� /DUJH�QXPEHUV�RI�SHRSOH�GR�QRW�� �
� UHDG�
 
o People, especially older people prefer  
� OLVWHQLQJ�WR�UHDGLQJ��

o Younger people can easily download  

� DXGLR�ӾOHV�RQ�WKHLU�VPDUW��FHOO��� �
� SKRQHV�

�� 7KLV�LV�D�PRUH�HӽHFWLYH�ZD\�RI�
 communicating with the    
 community.

o It is easier to debate the topic when   
� \RX�OLVWHQ�WR�LW�LQVWHDG�RI�UHDGLQJ�LW�

o People sometime understand topics  
 better if they are talked about    
� LQVWHDG�RI�ZULWWHQ�DERXW��

o Audio feels alive and hits home, it is   
� PRUH�SRZHUIXO�WKHQ�WKH�SULQW��

�� Podcasts are easier and more fun   
 to make then text documents

o Making a pod cast or radio show is 
 much more fun for community   
� JURXSV�WKHQ�ZULWLQJ�D�GRFXPHQW�

o Putting together a audio report is 
 faster and easier then putting    
� WRJHWKHU�D�SULQW�GRFXPHQW�
 
o More people in the group can be   
� LQYROYHG�LQ�PDNLQJ�D�UDGLR�VKRZ�

o Monitors have been trained in basic 
 skills of writing and research and           
�������� NQRZ�FRPPXQLW\�LVVXHV��,W�LV
 therefore easier for them to make   
� UDGLR�SURJUDPPHV�

�� A tool for community education

o Radio shows can be a platform where  
� SHRSOH�FDQ�UDLVH�LVVXHV�WKDW�DӽHFW�� �
� WKHP��

o We can use this medium locally to
 popularise our organisation and what  
� ZH�DUH�GRLQJ�LQ��WKH�FRPPXQLW\��

o Pod casts can raise awareness in the   
� FRPPXQLWLHV��

o Pod cast can be a means to promote  
 cultural exchanges among the   
� GLӽHUHQW�FRPPXQLWLHV��
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�� A faster way to communicate

o Audio clips are easy to make and can
 be quickly distributed via the    
� ,QWHUQHW�

o The technology required (digital
 recorders and editing software )  is   
� HDVLO\�DYDLODEOH�

R� 7KH�FOLSV�DUH�HDVLO\�VKDUHDEOH�

�� An activists training tool

o When we make a podcast or radio
 show draw on all the writing and   
 research skills we developed in the   
� PRQLWRULQJ�VFKRROV��

o When we do interviews we are forced  
 to clarify our own understanding and  
� ZH�OHDUQ�WR�DVN�FOHDU�TXHVWLRQV�

o When we interview people in the   
 community we learn to listen to 
� ZKDW�SHRSOH�VD\��:H�OHDUQ�PRUH
� DERXW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�ZH�RUJDQLVLQJ�

o We learn to use new digital    
 communications technologies and  
� KRZ�UDGLR�SURGXFWLRQ�RSHUDWHV�

Ideas for Action 
The monitors came up with new ideas:

�� An Africa wide digital Radio 
 We must create an Internet based
 podcast program called Action
 Voices which is a mix with all the 
� GLӽHUHQW�DUHDV�SRGFDVWV�DQG�UDGLR�� �
� VKRZV��7KLV�SURJUDP�FDQ�EH�VSUHDG��
� WR�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�DV�ZHOO��$OVR
 interact with other southern African
� FRXQWULHV��7KLV�FRXOG�EH�D�PRQWKO\�RU
 bi-monthly programme  

� Find new ways to spread the pod
 casts. We must think creatively on
 how we can get our podcast    
 played.

o We could hand out the podcasts to   
 some taxi drivers who can play it for  
� WKH�SDVVHQJHUV�
 
o We could produce the show in a mall  
 where people can come and interact   
� DQG�KDYH�TXHVWLRQV�
 
o We can introduce radio cinema to the
� FRPPXQLW\��:H�FRXOG�GR�WKLV�E\�� �
 inviting the community to come and  
 listen to the recorded radio show   
 together in a group and afterwards   
 discuss the topic and what kind of   
� DFWLRQ�FDQ�EH�WDNHQ��
R� :H�FRXOG�PDNH�ӿ\HUV�WR�VSUHDG�LQ�WKH
 community about where they can
� OLVWHQ�WR�WKH�UDGLR�VKRZ�

�� Requirements to take the    
 programme forward:

 To develop the radio pod cast    
 programme we require the following  
 resources
 
o Each area should have a digital   
 recorder and a camera to take quality  
� SKRWRV��
o Selected activists must be trained in   
� HGLWLQJ�DXGLRWDSHV�
 The radio podcast activity must be 
 linked to the basic writing and   
� UHVHDUFK�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDPPH�
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The Monitors School 2015:
Out of the Classroom Into the 
Community

The community monitors school, this year 
FRPSOHWHV���\HDUV�RI�RSHUDWLRQ��2YHU�WKLV�
period hundreds of activists in six areas 
have been introduced to the core skills of 
PRQLWRULQJ��
In the evaluation workshop this year, 
coordinators and facilitators in the 
programme felt that the time was right for 
a change of approach and structure and to 
WDNH�RQ�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV��7KLV�ZRXOG�UHOHDVH�
HQHUJ\�DQG�EULQJ�DERXW�QHZ�LQQRYDWLRQV�

The monitors school was set up as a space 
where activists could develop basic skills 
in writing, research and communications 
and to develop their understanding on 
SUREOHPV�IDFLQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��7KLV�ZDV�
%HQFK�0DUNV�HӽRUW�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�ORFDO�
FRPPXQLW\�YRLFH�

Achievements 

A large group of new and young people 
EHFRPH�LQYROYHG�LQ�FRPPXQLW\�DFWLYLVP��
This helped to strengthen community 
organisations as well as create new 
RUJDQLVDWLRQV��7KH�PRQLWRULQJ�VFKRRO�
provided a platform were communication 
DFWLRQ�FRXOG�EH�IRUPXODWHG��7KH�VFKRRO�
was at the same time a place for innovating 
new method and techniques for training 
community activists as well as for 
FRPPXQLW\�DFWLRQ�

Weaknesses

In the 2014 evaluation programme 
FRRUGLQDWRUV�DQG�IDFLOLWDWRUV�UHӿHFWHG�RQ�
some of the weak points of the school and 
ORRNHG�DW�QHZ�FKDOOHQJHV�WKH\�SRVHG��
While participants were recruited by 
community organisations their link to 
FRPPXQLW\�DFWLYLVP�ZDV�ZHDN��,Q�SDUW�
this was due to the weakness of local 
RUJDQLVDWLRQ�
The school attracted only young people as 
older activists shied away from the focus 
on writing and research skills 
Several local organisations with whom 
the school was set up were slow in taking 
ownership and responsibility over the 
VFKRRO��
Perhaps the biggest weakness was that 
the “classroom” location of the school 
distanced the programme from direct 
DFWLRQ�RQ�LVVXHV�DӽHFWLQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�

The challenge for a new direction

7KHVH�ZHDNQHVVHV�LGHQWLӾHG�SRVHG�QHZ�
challenges for the next round of the 
school:

�� +RZ�GRHV�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�RI�DFWLYLVWV
 link directly with building local  
 organisations and take place in the   
 process of action?

�� +RZ�GRHV�WKH�WUDLQLQJ�H[WHQG�WR�DOO�� �
 members of the organisation and not  
 only youth?

�� +RZ�GRHV�WKH�RZQHUVKLS�RI�� � �
 the programme remain with the local  
 organisation with continued input by  
 Bench Marks educators? 
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New Ideas for 2015

�� +RZ�GRHV�%HQFK�0DUNV�OLQN�LWV�RZQ
 research and advocacy programme   
� ZLWK�WKDW�RI�ORFDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�

�� +RZ�GR�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WKH�SURFHVV�� �
 of experimenting and innovation  
 in community organising and training
 methods and techniques will being
� OLQNHG�WR�DQ�DFWLRQ�SURJUDPPH�

Ideas for a New School 

The following ideas emerged in discussions 
of coordinators and facilitators of the 
VFKRRO�

5HORFDWH�IRUP�WKH�&ODVVURRP�WR�WKH�ӾHOG�
of action 

The Monitors School should move out of 
the classroom and take place in the course 
RI�DFWLRQ�
 
For example a local community is 
campaigning against the health problems 
FDXVHG�E\�PLQH�GXPSV���7KH�VFKRRO�ZLOO�EH�
located in this campaign training activists 
to  research and document the problem, 
communicate with the community using 
newsletters and pod casts and learn the 
VNLOOV�RI�EDVLF�FDPSDLJQLQJ��

A new agreement 

The “ school in action” should be set up 
in an agreement between Bench Marks 
foundation and the local organisation 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�DFWLRQ��

Targeted training 

Bench Marks in consultation with local 

organisations should in addition set up 
special training courses to support the 
ORFDO�DFWLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH�LI�VHYHUDO�JURXSV�
are producing newsletters, then a training 
workshop should be set up for these 
DFWLYLVWV�LQ�HGLWLQJ��

Keep the successes of the old school
The innovations of the school in the area 
of training activities centred on writing, 
research, production of newsletter and 
podcasts should continue within this new 
DSSURDFK�

Develop the web platform 
Bench Marks should develop its web 
platforms to support community groups 
promote their writings, pod casts as well 
DV�WR�QHWZRUNV�ZLWK�RWKHU�JURXSV���%HQFK�
0DUNV�VKRXOG�FRQWLQXH�VXSSRUW�WKH�HӽRUW�RI�
local groups to gain good quality Internet 
DFFHVV�

These ideas are currently (November –
December 2014) being discussed in Bench 
0DUNV�DQG�ORFDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV��$�SODQ�ZLOO�
EH�DQQRXQFHG�HDUO\�LQ������
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I AM THE VEINS OF MY BODY HIGHVELD

Bethal is my heart source
Am the long stretched one
Named after the elephants that
Commonly drank from my banks
Obalule in Zulu
Elefant in Afrikaan
Eloquently addressed by English
6HWWOHUV�DV�2/,)$17�5LYHU
Rio dos Elefantes in Portuguese

On my topography I once transported
Uncontaminated blood on rolling gently
Sloped hills to cut through the
'UDNHQVEHUJ�DQG�HQWHU�LQWR�IHDWXUHOHVV�/RZYHOG�UHJLRQV�DIWHU�P\�ERG\�+LJKYHOG�ZLWK�FRRO�
escalating temperatures on my escarpment

Nailed with dolomite aquifer that are drilled with acid mine drainage to highly erodible 
soils, worsened by intensive mining, echoed by cultivation and over grazing to 
GHVWDELOL]H�P\�EDQNV�WR�EH�VZLSHG�E\�EURRPV�RI�ӿRRGV�WKDW�GUXJ�P\�PHDQGHUV�ZLWK�
corporate waste along my Kruger national park stomach, stirred toxins through hidden 
pipes to hydrological disturb the integrity of my tributaries

/RVV�RI�P\�SK\VLFDO�KDELWDWV�
Numerous pans and wetlands
Turbidity of my blood merged by alien species of wattles and pines
Thermal power stations butchering the cords of my spine
Extensively exploited but my silence is not golden
Demands of irrigation hits my catchments with fallacious economy of a few
(JRV�RI�(XURFHQWULF�PLQGV��VHOI�SURFODLPLQJ�FRQVHUYDWLRQ�WR�VTXHH]H�SURӾWV�RXW�RI�WKH�
rich while distancing my beautifully view for the for the poor

I am the vein that tomorrow will transport both man carcasses and vultures that died of 
dehydration
Where are my clean aquifers, my perennial tributaries, ecological species, my favorable 
ZHWODQGV���IHZ�WHDUV�RI�TXHVWLRQ�DP�DVNLQJ�WR�PDQ\�K\SRFULWLFDO�VPLOLQJ�IDFHV�RI�
LQGXVWULHV��PXQLFLSDOLWLHV��SRZHU�VWDWLRQV��FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�1*2·V����

$�ULJKW�WR�EH�P\VHOI�DQG�SXUH�LV�DOO�,�UHTXLUH����


