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An EEO Investigation 

Platinum emissions threaten 
Ekhuruleni community health

The Lonmin Platinum processing plant towers over the Mzumbe Community                                                                                            Photo EEO 

Faces of sick residents and the long queues in the clinic is what made the Ekurhuleni Environ-
mental Organisation to be curious of the health conditions of the Mzumbe residents. Technically, 
Lonmin is the main cause of the air pollution in the area. 
Western Platinum Refinery (WPR), a division of Lonmin Platinum and currently the 3rd larg-
est refinery in Southern Africa is situated in Platinum Road, Vulcania, Ext2, Brakpan next to 
Mzumbe.  
Mzumbe. is a small, isolated location in between Kwa-Thema and Wright Park (Springs, east 
of Johannesburg). Mzumbe in Zulu means “winding river”.When entering Mzumbe; a metallic 
smell welcomes you to the area and suddenly, the place looks like it has a shadow over it. Because 
people were desperate for houses, they did not take caution of living in a place next to a company 
that emits dangerous smoke into the air.   

The community members of Kwa Thema couldn’t have been happier when they heard that houses 
were being built for them in Mzumbe, Ekurhuleni. It all started when Lomnin who owns the 
platinum Refinery in the area wanted to build houses for their workers. Because of municipality 
interference it was decided that the municipality built the houses instead. By 1999 there were 860 
RDB houses in place and families started to move in. What neither the people nor the municipal-
ity officials considered was the heavy pollution from the Lomnin Western Platinum Refinery. 
Now 16 years later the citizen’s health is in a bad state. The pollution together with the poverty 
and the unemployment makes the area of Mzumbe a hazardous place. 
When we go there we see a man in a colourful t-shirt walking in the street. In his hand he is car-
rying some groceries in a plastic bag. Families sitting outside their houses are staring envious at 
the grocery bag. They are hungry and desperate. In the air there is a bad smell. Thick fumes come 
out from the chimney of the Western Platinum Refinery.

Continued on Page 2 



From Page 1 

We are walking in the street to listen to people’s 
views about their situation. But no one wants to 
speak to us.  They are scared to because of the 
risk of being victimised either by the company 
or the local government. We hand out our 
contact numbers and tell people that they can 
be anonymous when they talk with us. 

A couple of blocks away from the refinery the 
clinic is located. It is a one story building ex-
tended with containers. We entered to get some 
information about the community health sta-
tus.  In the waiting area people are queuing to 
meet the nurses. We try to approach one of the 
nurses with some questions but the only answer 
we get is that they are not allowed to speak to 
us. She refers us to the media official  within the 
health department. When we look closer on her 
uniform we see Lomnins name and logo. 
We move on to the big Lomnin refinery. It is 
heavily protected, double fenced and cameras. 
The security person open the gate for us and 
we ask who to speak to about the pollution 
from the refinery. She gives us the number to 
the company´s switchboard. On our way out 
we spot a warning-sign with all the chemicals 
that the refinery uses. On the same sign there is 
a number to be used in case of emergency. We 
phone the number but no one answers. 

As the sun goes down in Kwa-Thema one of us 
suddenly gets a phone call. It is one of the resi-
dents of Mzumbe who decided that she wants 
to speak to us. She invites us to her house if we 
agree that she can be anonymous. 
“Ever since I arrived at Mzumbe I have picked 
up that I cough a lot at night and my skin itches 
a lot. When I went for a consultation at the 
clinic I was diagnosed with asthma and skin 
irritation”, she says.
Then she shows us her asthma spray and other 
medication. 

Later on we also get in contact with a field 
worker from Mzumbe who also did not want 

her name to be mentioned.  She has collected 
a lot of evidence about the health problems 
within the community. Doctor´s notes, health 
certificates and medication precriptions from 
different community members all piled up in 
her house.  The plan is to give the information 
to a social worker who she hopes can take it 
further to the provincial government.
 “We have consulted with the Western Platinum 
about the health issues within the community 
and they have acknowledged that they are 
aware of that and will help wherever they can.It 
has been empty promises thus far”.
When we contact the media department that 
the nurse at the Mzumbe clinic referred us to 

municipality depends on companies to appoint 
independent environmental consultants but 
how independent are these consultants if they 
are assigned by the company itself we ask.  Flap 
Zisser tells us that no Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIA) have been published 
for the community since 2010 on pollution 
issues. In that way the community does not get 
any information about the risks they may face. 
Regarding the Bill of Rights (section 32) people 
have the right to information, that law is now 
being violated.
For us as members of EEO (Ekurhuleni Envi-
ronmental Organisation) it is clear that the mu-
nicipality is aware of the problem in Mzumbe 
but as we see it they are not prepared to admit 
that, and do anything about it.  

We approached Lonmin Western Platinum 
Refinery through their safety officer Thabelo 
Mokoene. After he realised that we had critical 
questions about the emissions he turns arrogant 
and impatient towards us.To our surprise he 
actually admitted that the company was causing 
a problem for the area when he said “we are not 
the only one that is releasing fumes to the area.” 
When we ask what the company is doing about 
the health problems within the community he 
says:  “Lomnin distributed milk and honey be-
tween 1999 and 2000 but the project collapsed 
because of political interference.”
This answer disturbs us because is there anyone 
today that still really believes that milk and 
honey actually can cure asthma and dermatitis? 

Ekurhuleni Environmental Organisation 
(EEO) demands that there be an independent 
investigation concerning the community´s view 
that they experience health problems caused by 
Lomnin Western Platinum Refinery. 

We also want an independent investigation 
on whether the company is operating within 
the agreed emissions standards with no risk to 
the community. It was also discovered that the 
company has a waste incinerator, stores hazard-
ous chemicals ,  and decommissions unused 
general waste. 

Thirdly there has to be an investigation whether 
the air quality test system within Lomnin 
Western Platinum Refinery is operational and 
whether the whole air quality monitoring sys-
tem of Kwa-Thema is functional. 

We as EEO have also decided to ask the Centre 
for Environmental Rights  to assist us make 
an application using the Promotion Access to 
Information Act (PAIA), to get more informa-
tion about Lomnin Western Platinum and its 
chemicals. EEO will be doing research on other 
companies including Pilkington Glass South 
Africa and others, whether they follow mini-
mum standard of emissions.
By The EEO Team 
Meshack Mbangula , Mandla Jwili, Zamuxolo 
Magona, Sihle Phiri, Keke Masina, Molly 
Mbangula, Ayanda Baloyi, Steven Nkabinde, 
Sandile Nombeni, Vuyelwa Cindi, Zethu Diko, 
Sibusiso Buthelezi, Gugu Nkabinde, Mpho 
Mthembu
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EEO activists interview Mzumbe resident                                                                  Photo EEO

Notice board outside Lonmin Plant    Photo EEO 

they tell us to contact Flap Zisser at the envi-
ronmental health department. The informa-
tion he gives us makes us disappointed at the 
municipalities’ work ethic. Firstly we get to 
know that before 2010 there were no emission 
regulations to monitor companies. Secondly, 
there is a law of minimum standard for emis-
sions but companies have no working air 
quality monitoring system in place. Thirdly, the 



Sadness, shock, and uncertainty are all 
the words which best describe the living 
conditions of the people staying in the 
community of Dominionville. The com-
munity members are being continuously 
reminded that they will be removed from 
the land in which they have stayed for 
the past eighty years. This worries the 
community a lot and the majority are 
opposing the idea of being relocated to 
somewhere else.
The  Klerksdorp Justice and Peace group, 
who have active members in the com-
munity have declared support for the 
communities’ struggle. 

Dominionville is a small, isolated area 
on the north eastern part of Klerksdorp 
(Matlosana) where there is a population 
of black and white people living in dif-
ferent sections. The white residents live 
in a well-developed residential area with 
municipal services provided, The black 
residents live  in old mining houses which 
are now dilapidated buildings and shacks. 
They do not get any municipal services. 
The area of Dominionville is 1.70 km2 
(0.66mi) in size and has a population of 
676 (Government Statistics 2011). 

This area has a long history of min-
ing starting in the 1930’s.In 2010 Shiva 

Uranium, a BEE constructed company, 
which is owned by a consortium of Oak- 
bay Investments took over ownership from 
Uranium One a Canadian minng company. 
Oak Bay is largely owned by the Gupta 
family. Duduzane Zuma, the son of the 
President of South Africa is a non-exec-
tuive director of Shiva Uranium. 
It is believed that that portion of the land 
which is occupied by the black population 
was sold to Shiva Uranium mining com-
pany between 2009 and 2010. 

With changes in the law in the new South 
Africa most rural communities got their 
land through communal property associa-
tions under the restitution and redistribu-
tion programmes. However others were 
left out because the interests of mining 
companies come first, before that of com-
munities.

According to the chairperson of the 
Dominionville community structure and a 
member of the ward committee, Mr. Sam 
Makhwele, “The community was actu-
ally robbed in 2004 when the changes 
to the Dominionville map were made by 
the authorities. The black population in 
this community has lived in the dark for 
many years and are continuing to endure 
the pain.We do not know what the future 
holds for us, because we were not even 
consulted when the land was put on sale. 
Mr. Makhwele added, “We believe we 
should have been placed under a trust or a 
communal property association just like in 
other farms.” 

The Justice and Peace (J&P) monitors 
approached Shiva Uranium for information 
about this problem.  “The personal assis-
tant to the company Chief operating officer 
(COO), Mr. Swart, told us that the only 
person who can answer our questions on 
the Dominionville issue is the COO, whom 
the last time we were informed was in 
Randburg- Gauteng for the company wage 
negotiations”. said David Gaanakgomo a 
J&P acivists based in Tigane township.
“ Shiva Uranium company  has a tendency 

of shifting responsibilities, they will refer 
you to a person who will obviously not 
be of any help”. added Tshepo Mmusi, 
a Justice and Peace activist who did a 
research involving Shiva Uranium Company 
explained.          

In a meeting held with the Dominionvlile 
committee, they expressed their deter-
mination to stay and fight this issue, ”  
We will fight for this land, we will not go 
anywhere. We ask Justice and Peace and 
other organisations to give support and 
help expose the situation”. Said Lesego 
Setlhabi, a  committee member. 

On the 15th May . Petrus Moshe, a J&P 
activist asked the  the mayor of the Mat-
losana Municipality, Mike Kgauwe about 
the removal and service delivery issues in 
Dominionville. He replied that he is aware 
about the situation in the area, and was 
looking at it. He declined to elaborate 
more on it. 

When the J&P activists last visited the 
community they did not have a water sup-
ply. They said they have been struggling 
with water since December 2014. The 
committee believes that this water cuts is 
part of a strategy to make the community 
suffer so that they agree to move. In the 
year 2013 the only school for the black 
population burned down, thus forcing the 
learners to be sent to schools in Jouber-
ton and Tigane townships.It is not known 
who torched the school and the police has 
stopped investigating. 

With all these challenges which the people 
are facing in Dominionville, the J&P in 
Klerksdorp took a stand to be in solidarity 
with the affected people and give them 
necessary support. “We will fight to the 
end, all we want is answers, the strug-
gle will be taken to the next level and our 
committee will lead it without fear”, said 
Talita Diphoko, a committee member and 
J&P activist in Dominionville. 

By Joe Mashilo

J&P Klerksdorp 

The mine will 
not move us 
say 
Dominionville 
community

Joe Mashilo meets community leaders 



South Africa is facing high rate of unemploy-
ment eventhough the number of students 
completing matric increases each year. This 
true for the mining communities of Rusten-
burg. The platinum mines do no employ local 
youth saying they do not have experience. The 
youth activists Ikemleng, who are community 
monitors and members of BuaMC decided to 
take this issues up. 
Ikemeleng is a mining community just 7km 
outside Rustenburg. It is within the vicinity 
of five mining companies. This community 
continues to experience a huge influx of job 
seekers who are increasing the population of 
Ikemeleng. 

BuaMC monitors Buti Botopela, Steven 
Ramokhula and Mojalefa Kabelo attended a 
community meeting on the 18th March this 
year, and discussed this burning issue of youth 
unemployment The youth who attended the 
meeting warmed to the idea and decided 
to organize and form a Community Based 
Organization named “Kgetse ya Tsiee” which in 
Setswana is normally used to state that success 
and progress is attained through unity and 
working together. 

To get the ball rolling they decided to conduct a 
matriculants and graduates survey to determine 
the educational stats of community members 
and mobilize youth to become members of the 
organization. They interviewed 107 residents of 

Ikemeleng ,
During the interviews, people felt that there 
was no transparency of information among 
the leaders. “Our leaders are not serious about 
issues that can benefit the youth who are the 
future leaders of our community tomorrow’’ 
said one of the community members. Parents 
also expressed their frustration, “It hurts so 
much to struggle teaching your child with the 
least money you have andthey  end up joining 
you at home unemployed’’ said a resident who 
wished to remain anonymous.

Kgetsi ya Tsie  asked for meetings  with Xstrata 
and AQPSA .Only one meeting was successful 
with AQPSA on the 17th April. The issues dis-
cussed were community upliftment, water and 
sanitation, education infrastructure,ECD cen-
tres and school classroom and HRD (Bursaries, 
learnerships, cadetships). HRD was the main 
focus of the meeting as the research was based 
on this issue. “Cadetships and learnerships are  
internal post as Unions insisted  on being part 
of the promotion and workers empowerment 
and upliftment”.These are the words of AQPSA 
head of Human resource and Transformation 
Mr Charles Kendall’’. 
We are proud to announce that AQPSA 
agreed to offer two bursaries to top learners of 
Tirelong secondary school a a local school in 
Ikemeleng. The company said that this was just 
a start.The bursaries are on offer to learners do-
ing maths and science as major subject. 

We hope that our work as an organisation will 
grow from strength to strength. We also hope 
that other mining companies will follow what 
AQPSA has done for the community and invest 
more on education of the community to de-
velop independence and avoid dependency on 
the mining sectors for employment and devel-
opment of the community because an educated 
person is an independent person.
 
By Steven Ramokhula, Buti Botopala and 
Mojalefa Kabelo
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In Our Voice

Stop Using 
Communities 
for Personal 
and Party-
Political 
interests

Poor communities, workers and students 
have played a an important role int he 
liberation struggle for democracy in South 
Africa . Today we observe these same 
communities being mobilisted by rich and 
powerful  individuals to further their own 
personal and poltiical interests. 

Community uprisings are  instigated and 
orchestrated by political parties and indi-
viduals fighitng for postiions.
Comnunity issues are only  attended to  
when elections are approaching.
Commnities are divided into fighting fac-
tions on issues that are of no importance 
to them only to the leaders
We see how members of the community 
are mobilised without understanding the 
issues they march for.

We observe the practise of University 
reserachers, NGO and joiurnalists using 
activists as “guides” only to get their book, 
their report or their front page story with 
very little  benefit to the local community 

We see NGOs being formed as “middle 
men”  between the government, corpora-
tions and members of the society without  
the direct consultation  and control of the 
the community.

We ourselves have reduced our activism 
work to moblising people  for marches 
and demonstrations on issues that they 
dont understand.

Our struggle must be based on respect for 
the people and a truth.

“ Hide nothing form the masses of people 
.Tell no lies. Expose lies whenever they 

are told. Mask no difficulties , mistakes , 
failures. Claim no easy victories…”

Amilcar Cabral

The BuaMC Struggle for 
Education and Employment 
in Mining Areas

Findings of teh Community Study

37 matriculated in the year 2005-2014. 
16 of this number indicated that they 
wished to further their studies but have 
financial challenges. 
20 wanted to work in the the mining sec-
tor. 
20  had training academies certificates
12 had FET certificates and 
4 are university graduates. 

Youth complete school in mining areas with no hope of employment in the mines.     Photo Bua MC 



Water is a precious scarce resource proteced  
by our  constitution in South Africa. However 
we have seen how this right is violated in the 
areas controlled by the  The Royal Bafokeng. 
The BuaMC community monitors from both 
Chaneng and Mafenya youth organizations 
chose to investigate the poor  water quality and 
the Royal Bafokeng plans to introduce prepaid 
water meters. 

Our History 
Macharora community in the1800’s used and 
consumed river water from Kgetleng Inland 
River. In the 1900’s government boreholes were 
introduced at no cost. Much later  there were 
more community boreholes erected for con-
venience, and then those who were able erected 
their own. In the early 1970’s the community of 
Mafenya developed. This inlcuded people from 
Chaneng and Rasimone. Due to population 
growth there was more need for water. Those 
who owned tractors or donkeys would deliver 
water around the community and charged 
for delivery. Prior to democracy the Royal 
Bafokeng erected a reservoir on Mafenya hill to 
introduce the tap water system with monthly 
billing. The tap water system took effect around 
1994-5,Now every household in both Mafenya 
has a water tap.

Prepaid water meters
The Royal Bafokeng Nation set up project no 
615 to install prepaid water metres  in all 29 
Royal Bafokeng Nation  villages plan. Twenty 
thousand 20 000 water meters will be installed 
in a period of 3 years. 
Our attempt to get an interview with the Royal 
Bafokeng admin water department failed. Our 
calls did not go through, 
We conducted interviews with 128 residents . 
Most refused to be interviewed fearing victimi-
sation from the tribal council. “Please do not 
mention my name, I am no coward I just don’t 
want to be sidelined when the mine hires or 
when I need help at Kgotla office” , one resident 
explaimed.. 

Poor quality of Water 
The community paid their water bills but 
started to stop making payments in the early 
2000’s as they believed that the mining activi-
ties around the community compromised the 
quality of the water . They felt that the mines 
should pay for  the  community. Ofentse 
Ramalose expressed his view on  the issue, “I 
personally don’t think we as the Chaneng com-
munity should pay for water because we are 
surrounded by mines”. 
The community also faced a challenge of water 
cuts which normally lead to water coming 
back dirty or containing high levels of chlorine 
which causes diarrhoea. One resident who 
chose to reamin anonymous explains “we 

BuaMC
Chaneng and Mafenya cam-
paign on the right to water 

sometimes suffer from diarrhoea when water 
comes out with a weird colour or white, 
we would fight over the toilet at times but 
because we cannot go the doctor to determine 
the cause we normally conclude by saying it 
might be the food we ate or the dirty water”. 

The community had used borehole water 
when experiencing unannounced water cuts, 
the use of borehole water stopped when the 
department served the community with 
the report of the underground water testing 
results. In an email to the Chaneng Youth 
Organisation on the 11th of February 2011 
,  Mr. Lloyd Bokaba, Directorate Compliance 
Monitoring and Enforcement at Department 
Water affairs confirmed that the water was 
contaminated:
The Department said that it was still trying 
to determine the cause of the contamination. 
This could be from fertilizers and manure, 
animal feedlots, municipal wastewater and 
sludge,septic systems and mining which 
determine the cause of these elevated levels of 
nitrate. Probably another study will be con-
ducted to determine whether the surround-
ing mines have a definite on the high nitrate 
concentration in the Village”

BuaMC  is very unhappy with the fact that the 
Department has not done any more work on 
this issue. BuaMC has decided to do its own 
tests to determine the pollutants,how they 
affect the community health and determine 
who is responsible for the pollution.

By Lucia Sekete, Khumo Ntodi, Kagiso 
Morake Olebogeng Motene and Tshepang 
Molale (BuaMC community monitors).

Chaneng had boreholes since the 1900’s with no cost to the community. Today  pre-paid water meters are being installed to force communities to pay            
Photo CYO 



5. Kwa Guga Mall
The mall has 3 big pipes which we suspect drains 

waste water and sewerage down the wetlands which 

also has an impact to the stream. There is also a 

municipal drain that drains water to the wetlands which 
pollutes them.The Investigations still continues.

4. Costas filling station garage
 This garage has a private workshop 
for trucks.  We suspect that the oil 

spillage when washing engines leaks 
into the  to the stream. We are inves-
tigating the  extent of the destruction 

that results.

3. Highveld Steel and Vanadium 
(EVRAZ)

 At Highveld Steel  we saw oily contaminated water 
going straight  into the stream, We also saw  a 

stockpile of vanadium situated between Vosman and 
Dunusa location. Stockpiles pollutethe stream and the 

wetlands. We are investigating.

MYACC investigates the destruction of a 
wetland in Emalahleni,Mpumalanga

1. Water purification plant
The municipal sewage plant spews sewage into 
the wetlands. This is affecting the biodiversity of 

the wetlands, the stream, animals, plants and the 
people. 

We have seen and believe that this is happening 
and we are still gathering evidence to to prove 

our argument.

Our group is conducting an investigation of the pollution of a stream and wetlands in the Kwa-
guqa area in Emalahleni,Vosman.
We believe that the cayse of the destruction of the wetlands is due to pollution  by sewerage 
water, toxic waste, oil spillage and acid mine drainage, to name a few, The  culprits being mines, 
steel and vanadium industries, the municipality, the shopping mall and the truck garage next to 
the stream. We believe that through furter nvestigations we will find  more culprits.

2. Transalloys 
The Environmental officer is denying that the com-
pany have an impact to the wetlands and the stream 
but we have spotted a big waste facility that  could 
result in pollution into the stream and the wetlands. 

Investigations still continues
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The MYACC Investigating Team 
Nobuhle Gama , Thabang Makua , Rudolph Sambo, Thabo Ncube, Sboniso Dlamini, Tshepo Vilane, Tshepo Masilela, Collen Jolobe, Susan Moraba



The South African Green Revolutionary 
Council (SAGRC)  asked authorities and 
stakeholders what is wrong with our tap 
water in Emalahleni. 

Like all other mining affected communities 
Emalahleni community is one of those who 
live with problems with drinking water. 
The water that comes out of oue  taps in 
this area is brownish and  people in the 
community say it is the cause of  health 
problems. The SAGRCof Mpumalanga has 
identified this problem as a key issue for 
their work. 

The poor state of water coming out of the 
tap has lead many in the community not to 
pay water bills. They ask , why should we 
pay for unclean water. The acting munici-
pal manager admitted to the the SAGRC in 
April  on the 24th April 2015 meeting held 
at the committee room 102, the meeting 
was held between SAGRC, Action Aid and 
Emalahleni municipality that only 76% of 
the residents of Emalahleni are up to date 
in paying their services. 

The poor of the poorest families living 
out of handouts, grants and cheap labor 
as well as those working in construction 
companies, living in backrooms and a 
majority of all those living in informal set-
tlements are left with no choice but to use 
tap water for cooking as well as drinking. 
Those who are well of are able to buy bot-
tled water. 

On the 07th of April 2015 the SAGRC 
activist’s team met with the sewer and 
waste water management department of 
teh Municipality to discuss issues around 

water. The lady was asked if she drinks tap 
water and she responded “I don’t drink tap 
water I buy purified bottled water because 
the one coming from the tap is full of 
manganese and should I consume it, it will 
affect my unborn baby” she confirmed her 
statement by pointing at her bottled water 
under her office desk. 
She further explained that she is aware 
of Braagspruit purification plant and said 
that the plant is under supervision of the 
provincial government not the municipal-
ity and she further referred us to the site 
manager at Water works purification plant 
at Woltemande Street.   

I don’t drink tap water I buy 
purified bottled water because 
the one coming from the tap is 
full of manganese and should 
I consumed it, it will affect my 

unborn baby” 

Access to the plant was not an easy one as 
we battled with the security guard until we 
made a phone call. The site manage was 
a co-operative official to engage with. he 
explained to us how the purification plant 
worked and also took us to a stinky lab 
where hazardous water purifying chemicals 
were mixed, we were prohibited to take 
pictures. 

We wanted to find out if the plant is 
functioning properly to the recommended 
standard. 
He explained to us that the technology 
they are recently using is high and is 
100% sure that the water coming out is 
clean and drinkable. According to him  the 

challenge with tap water is the infrastruc-
ture which is old and deteriorating. he 
said “Most of the pipes on the ground are 
still old asbestos made pipes, some are 
breaking and allowing the rust through the 
water system and as a result tap water 
becomes brownish in color and unclean”. 

He further alleged that the municipality is 
aware of the situation and there is a mega 
PVC pipe replacement which is rolling out 
in the municipality to address this chal-
lenge. 

SAGRC investigates the problems of tap 
water in  Emalahleni. We requested if we 
can be allowed to be part of the testing 
team and we were told by the law we are 
not allowed. We requested reports show-
ing previous tests results but we were also 
deprived with no clear reason. While we 
were at the treating plant we observed the 
unhealthy working conditions, we asked 
some of the ordinary staff about their 
working conditions, they explained that at 
a mere look of an eye you can see that the 
hazardous stinky chemicals are harmful to 
the health of workers. 

The municipality failed to provide us with 
answers about the replacement of asbes-
tos pipes by the PVC project and told us 
the provincial government is administering 
the project on their behalf and this raises 
questions as to how the province under-
stands the blueprint without involving local 
engineers. 

To go deeper into the water problem we 
attempted to interview the local mining 
and stell companies. We failed to get ap-
poitments with BHP Billiton,Evraz Highveld 
and Vanchem.We are still battling to se-
cure meetings with Sammancor, Transal-
loys, and Anglo Coal as well as Eskom .

We are also investigating if the municipal-
ity is failing to provide clean water due to 
contracts with outsourced companies.The 
waste water and sewer manager became 
so angry when we asked her about the 
relationship between the municipality and 
Rand Water. “I don’t have answers to such 
questions” she said. 

This type of responses raises suspicions 
especially when they are told by senior 
officials in the municipality. The search 
for the correct answers continue and 
the struggle for clean drinkable water in 
Emalahleni continues.

SAGRC investigates the 
problems of poluted  tap 
water in  Emalahleni.

Emalahleni residents forcd to drink polluted  tap water                                                                                      Photo 

SAGRC Investigating team:
Pinky Langa, Zanele Msibi, Regina Pofane, 
Elvis Komane, Sbongile Mtshweni, Lydia 
Ngwenya, Mathews Hlabane, Angela
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Air pollution has made 
my son asthmatic 

Bophelong is small township situated next to 
the biggest steel company called Accelor Mittal. 
Bophelong consists of old and the new loca-
tions called Movhango or Bophelong extension. 
It is about twenty minutes walk from Boph-
elong to MITTAL.Vaal triangle is declared by 
the government as an air priority area meaning 
the area has large amount of pollution caused 
by mostly the industries. 

In my investigations I gather information 
concerning respiratory related  health problems  
experienced by the local community. I have 
found that many people of Bophelong have 
asthma, itchy skins, and sinuses. I went to the 
local clinic and asked for the statistics of people 
who have the  above-mentioned diseases. One 
of the nurses told me that she was not able to 
give us any information and that I should go 
to the Department of Health we would get full 
information of what I want.

On the 17th of April 2015 I interviewed a resi-
dent of Bohpehlong, Catherine Somtseu. She 
had an asthmatic son. She explained to us how 
she encountered asthma in her family:

“It was very beautiful to see my son running 
around playing with his toys. One day he 
woke me up on 11:15pm crying as if someone 
grabbed his neck. I tried to calm him down till 
when we have to go to the doctor in the morn-

The investigations of VEJA Monitors 

Air, Water, Energy and Landfill Sites
The Vaal area, which is about a hours drive from Johannesburg ,  is a place known to be a heavy industrial mix  of pollutants from a giant steel mill, 

coal power producing plants and factories producing  a  petro chemical mix.  In addtion to the  different types of pollution , the area has large landfill 
sites  which is a serious health hazard to the residnents of township settlements situated right next  to the landfills.  

The VEJA Community Monitors   investigate specific aspects of these problems. Mpho Selemela and Moleboheng Mathafeng are investigating  the 
impacts of air pollution on local residents from Balina a residential family unit built by a coal mining company which is situated right next to the 
mine .  Victoria Riet with the assistance  of other monitors is focusing on food waste dumped at a Sasolburg landfill site. The local people who are 

poor and unemployed  often go there  to find food.  Rhona Riet and other volunteers are finding out about local people utilising coal for warming and 
cooking in the house during winter seasons. We present here short pieces from each investigation. The fourth area of VEJA nvestigation iis about the 

traditional healers and religious groups using natural water from rivers, dams and fountains and which may be impacted from either industrial or 
domestic pollution.

Air pollution makes me  
repeat everything I do 

I interviewed  a resident who told me how air 
pollution  makes her life a mistery.
It was early on Monday morning when Mama 
Masechaba was busy preparing for her chil-
dren to go to school.  While she was busy, she 

ing at Vanderbijlpark. The doctor examined 
him and gave some pump spray and said that 
my son got asthma. I was so shocked because 
we never had someone with asthma in the fam-
ily. When I asked the doctor what might be the 
problem he said to me it might be the polluted 
air that we are breathing. 

Ms Somtseu thanked me  for talking to her. 
“I am very happy to testify my heart break-
ing story because I heal inside. And I am also 
happy to know that there are people who fight-
ing for environmental justice because people 
are getting sick everyday and they don’t have 
knowledge of asking what the issue is.”
We are continuing this investigation as the 
VEJA Air Quality Team. We all aware that air 
quality act (AQA) it’s all about compliance, leg-
islation and atmospheric licensing. So all this 
giant polluters must comply with the standards 
to make sure that air quality act is implement-
ed. But we know that they wont do that unless 
the people affected take action to make them 
do that.Our investigation is aimed at support-
ing people to take action to make the law work.

By Mpho Selemela 

noticed that the house is full of dirt and also the 
school uniform was dusty with fine dust com-
ing from the mine. 

 “Oh!! Morena waka, e kabe motho oa etse 
jwang jwale ha ho le moo bana ba tlameile hoya 
sekolong empa diaparo tsa bona tsa sekolo dile 
tshilafetse jee? Ebe ba tla etsang jwang ka pela 
bana ba bang ba le jee?”  
(what am I going to do now my children need 
to go to school but how are they going to look 
in front of other children at school when their 
clothes are like this?)  

Okay even though the school uniform is dusty, 
children you are still going to school” said 
Mama Masechaba. 

 “Ke cho se bile ba qadile ke ntho ee ya bone, 
ke hore motho ha a kgone le ho kolomaka ka 
mehla ha fela o ka kolomaka maswabi ke a hore 
tshila e fofa moyeng”. (I mean just look they 
have already started with this mass, how are 
we supposed to clean our homes when only 
every day after one has to do house chores but 
dirt is floating all over the place) said Mama 
Masechaba.

“ Ho tlameile ho etswe ho hong ho emisa 
bohlaswa bona, ke kgathetse ke ho phetha 
phethana le ho kolomakana le ntlo ka mehla”.  
(Something must be done to stop all this mass, 
I am really tired of repeating everything I do in 
my house, this is very annoying me) said Mama 
Masechaba tiredly. 
      
By Moleboheng Mathafeng

Accelor Mittal, the giant iron and steel factory fills the Vaal air with pollutants.                                                                                                                                  Photo VEJA
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Dirty Energy in Sasol-
burg

The local municipality in Sasolburg has 
built houses with no sanitation and elec-
tricity. Many people depend on energy 
sources such as coal, paraffin and gas 
stove for cooking and heating spaces. 

Coal is mostly used for domestic pur-
poses. In winter you see dark clouds and 

The guy in his blue overalls said he has 
to witness the horrible things he sees 
on a daily basis because he works at the 
landfill site for the municipality.  

Those guys push each other when the 
truck are going to dump their waste at 
the landfill sites, because they all want to 
get inside the trucks to make a living from 
the recyclable waste in the vehicles.  They 
recycle bottles, metal and papers and 
they get their recyclable material from 
trucks or vans.  Every one of them wants 
to make more money at the end of the 
day after selling to recycle.

Some of these people really need the 
money to support their families while, 
others who have given up hope of a de-
cent life, need it to buy alcohol and drugs.  
These get hurt very badly, they become 
paralysed. Some have lost their lives. But 
the remaining friends keep doing it even 
after witnessing the tragedy  of their fel-
low friends.  

They tend to not help each other there 
and individuals who survive there at the 
landfill site are on their own.  A guy lost 
his leg recently when he was running 
after a truck, he slipped and fell right 
under the truck. But that doesn’t stop the 
others or scare those as other have lost 
their lives.

fumes coming out from coal burning in the 
community.  Burning of coal also causes 
irreparable damage to the environment 
and there are major respiratory illnesses 
we experience in Sasolburg like black lung 
and congestive heart failure and chronic 
bronchitis and asthma attacks. Sasolburg 
is a very industrialized areas, This adds to 
the domestic coal burning pollution.  

In Sasolburg people use Diebolbol (coal 
waste mixed with water and soil to  make 

a round shape) and most women are 
bound to use Diebolbol (coal) as a means 
of warming up and cooking in the home. 
Most women are unemployed and electric-
ity is not installed, this situation causes 
woman to walk for an hours to go dig for 
Diebolbol(waste coal) with bare hands in 
order for their families to have access to 
energy in the house. 

The community in this area has no choice 
but to use coal. Government has no plan 
on how to address the situation in this 
area. If only the  
RDP house which is built by the govern-
ment were energy efficient. Our munici-
pality lacks a political will to learn about 
renewable energies that will improve the 
living conditions of the communities. They 
also lack capacity to invest on renewable 
energy. 

Governments came up with an insulat-
ing intervention to reduce the impact of 
coal burning. They came up with strat-
egy called basa -njengogo. This strategy 
doesn’t change anything or improve com-
munities’ health or better access to energy. 
Communities still pay an amount of R50.00 
to buy a bag of coal, which lasts for 2 
weeks. When you use basa, the very same 

A mother who lost her son said “how do 
we stop our children from not going to 
the landfill site because they are losing 
their lives there?” 
 
A big hazard to the waste pickers and 
their family is the dumping of food. 
Food companies dump food like expired 
canned food; frozen meat; veggies and 
fruits that are rotten. People at the land-
fill often feed themselves on this dumped 
food. They  get sick although some of 
them don’t believe it is the food that is 
getting them sick because they have 
been eating the food for a long time. 

By Victoria Riet

Lives at the landfill sites are at risk!  
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A guy lost his leg recently 
when he was running after 
a truck, he slipped and fell 
right under the truck. But 
that doesn’t stop the oth-
ers or scare those as other 
have lost their lives.

Residents in some areas of Sasolburg  are forced to use dirty energy for domesitc pursposes         Photo VEJA



In September 2014 I started a research 
together with other Water Quality team 
members about African Religious, Culture 
and Traditional Practitioners identified as 
water users, but who are excluded within 
water policy process of the government. 
We looked at problems arising  when 
religous groups use use of polluted water 
in rivers, dams, streams, fountains and 
springs.

I interviewe traditional healers to find out 
how polluted waters affected them and 
what should be done, 

Gogo Tshupane 

This was challenging exercise. But in No-
vember 2014  I met a  high school friend 
named Mapule Lepelesane who helped me 
understand the problems and introduced 
me to other people.
I later Gogo Tshupane, real name Gloria 
Somoro who is an educator by profession 
and practised as a Traditional Doctor for 
the past seven years.

Gogo Tshupane differentiated  between 
professional medical doctors and tradi-
tional doctors.  “Medical Doctors helps with 
the physical part and psychological healing 
of an individual or patient, as though the 
traditional doctors helps individuals or 
patients with the physical, spiritual and 

psychological healings as a totality” said Gogo 
Tshupane. 

She explained  about the involvement of 
water as a practice tool or key element.  “Our 
practice recognises water as a gift from God 
and ancestral giving to future generations, 
therefore people should take good care of 
natural water” said Gogo Tshupane.  “And 
often when “abo Gogo” traditional doctors 
take people to rivers in performing rituals, it 
would then either be a cleansing ceremony 
or blessing of initiates; and most often when 
they would give people or patients water to 
drink then it will be water from the fountains 
or spring water, but then they would be first 
required to pray and ask for direction from 
ancestors and only if they would get a posi-
tive response then they are likely to enter into 
the river or utilize water” said Gogo Tshu-
pane.  

Gogo Tshupane mentioned that she heal peo-
ple from a young age to the oldest, and with 
no gender exclusion.  “When we go to these 
rivers, we don’t have any modern approach 
in terms of verifying how safe is the water 
quality? But before we may enter any natural 
water we believe in praying first to plead 
to our ancestors and with their lead we are 
able to perform what we do best” said Gogo 
Tshupane.    

Gogo Tshupane also said that there were oth-

er groups using water besides the sango-
mas. “there are Prophets whom are known 
to be faith based orientated.  Prophets 
always carry the Bible with the use of a 
candle as a symbol of spiritual link, and 
they use water from the rivers, dams and 
fountains; they also use ‘di’washo’ refined 
traditional medicine” said Gogo Tshupane. 
She also mentioned of herbalist on the 
other hand whom are known to be [Ngaka 
Chicha/ Magedla], they also known not 
to be trained as Sangoma.  They don’t 
use bones, they can’t tell what people’s 
problems are, but instead they ask people 
what is bothering them.  Although they 
specialise in herbs and they are very much 
excellent.  

“Our practice recognises water 
as a gift from God and ancestral 

giving to future generations, 
therefore people should take 
good care of natural water” 

Gogo Tshupane

Tladi Joseph

I interviewed  Tladi Joseph, a member 
of the community of Sebokeng who is 
a church member at the Zion Christian 
Church.  

Tladi said that at their church they used 
natural water from fountains, rivers and 
dams for either cleansing or drinking for 
healing as part of their religious practice.  
The Zion Christian Church is an African 
Christian church formation and Tladi be-
lieves that at the church is where personal 
problems get resolved and reveals God’s 
great power.  

“We  are often we are denied access to 
rivers, dams or fountains because of the 
problem of pollution” said Tladi. This  fol-
lowed experinces of his church practising 
at Klip River when it enters the Vaal River 
in Three Rivers, Vereeniging.  “Neither do 
we have proper methods of water quality 
monitoring” said Tladi “we need your Ngo’s 
support in helping us test the rivers and 
keep us updated with what is the govern-
ment is doing or saying about the rivers, 
and as we all know that it has been part 
of our religious tradition and culture to go 
to these rivers, dams and fountains as it is 
our way of life”. 

Tladi wants all relevant government de-
partments to stop the isolating them and 
engaging positively with the people i.e. of 
religious, culture and tradition.

This VEJA investigation is work in progress

By Mdu Tshabalala

 A VEJA Investgation :
Polluted Waters Place Traditional healing at risk

 A traditional healing  ceremony in a  river in the Vaal.                                                                              Photo Veja 
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Exhumation of Graves 
Over 10 years after the relocation of the 
Magobading community, the exhuma-
tion of graves continue to cause a serious 
outcry. The efforts by the community to 
find closure in the reburial of the relocated 
remains were completely in vain. The com-
munity continue to raise concern that the 
rituals performed in the course of reloca-
tion were misguided and unbefitting. 

This dissatisfaction emanates from what 
the community believed to be insufficient 
compensation for relocation and more 
importantly, the hasty performance of 
rituals. The initial agreement entered into 
between the community and the mine 
was that, the menial ritual, which means 
organising tea and traditional beer,  be 
performed to expedite the relocation, 
thereafter the proper ritual would follow. 
However, the proper ritual, which included 
the slaughtering of a cow, a sheep, a goat 
or any beast deemed, fit by the ancestors,  
never materialised . In general, the com-
munity suffered indignity in the relocation 
process, human the remains were carried 
in refuse bags, an act unheard of accord-
ing to the community. 

To make the situation worse the graveyard 
provided for by Anglo platinum in Magob-
ading is kept under appalling conditions. 
Tombstones are scattered all over, and 
there is a total collapse of most of the 
tombs. Meanwhile, there is a great sus-
picion that the poor workmanship on the 
tombstone is blamed on contract responsi-
ble for erecting the tombs stones. 

Limpopo 
Th Problems of the Magobading community 
continues long after relocation

The Magobading community in Limpopo province has had its share of mining impacts, perhaps more dreadful than others. Village life 
which existed for close to a century was disrupted  in the 10 years by platinum mining. The Bench Marks Research Project , Life Before 
During and After Mining , looks at some of the problems faced by the community and says what action the community is engaged in.

Quality of Houses and Con-
tractors
 
The communuity also had problems with 
the poor quality of housing provided. 
The  Magobading community has insisted 
that Anglo platinum renovate their houses, 
which were in a state of decline due to 
falling roofs. The termites had eaten out 
roofs of few houses and lead to the col-
lapse of some of the roofs. The beginning 
of the renovation project had  created the 
impression in the community that Anglo 
was correcting the wrongs.
The renovation project brought in liveli-
ness within the community. It had given 
temporary employment to 25 local com-
munity members. The hype of activities, 
brought by this project, has not overshad-
owed the concerns of the community over 
the project. 

The community is  concerned about the 
quality of service offered by contractors. 
In a protest to have the community and 
the contractors paid, the community put a 
halt to the project and demanded a better 
service from Anglo. Preoccupation on the 
quality of work by the community seems 
understandable, as according to them 
there is a history of mistrust and poor 
quality of work on their houses.  

Inevitably, these issues are challenges, 
but also opportunities for Anglo. They 
challenge is for Anglo to demonstrate to 
the community their honesty and win the 
community’s trust.  

Community Monitors
     
In our work in the commununity since  
2014, the community-monitoring program 
was rekindled and young people received 
training. This training brought excitement 
as they focused primarily on how the 
community could gather their own infor-
mation. This is an attempt to close the 
information gap existing in the commu-
nity. This gap has been evident through-
out the project; there are hardly adequate 
sources of information in the community. 
Clear absence of the cheapest newspaper 
within the community  and no libraries 
close by, are maintenance of ignorance. 
 
The community-monitoring program seeks 
to enhance monitoring capacity within the 
community. The program presently has  
young people who are mixture of those 
unemployed, graduates and some still 
in the school. Almost none of the young 
people who participate in the monitoring 
school is employed. The monitoring activi-
ties in Magobading continue unabated 
and the group is expected to release one 
newsletter at the end of July. 

By Eric Mokuoa

Listen Now to Action Voices Radio on the Web  http://communitymonitors.net 
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lThe Klerkdorp Justice and Peace Com-
mission (J&P) began work with the Bench 
Marks Foundation (BMF)  in 2002 after 
being introduced by its national office, 
the Justice and Peace department of the 
Southern African Catholic’s Bishops Confer-
ence (SACBC). 
The community monitors  school was 
began in 2010 with Tshepo Mmusi first 
facilitator. 
The starting point in the monitors school 
was to learn and understand our human 
rights, more importantly the socio-eco-
nomic, and political rights. 
This was followed with skills workships in 
which monitors practised writing, research 
and organising using the internet and 
radio.

The monitors school has been both theory 
and practice.In each session monitors 
were given tasks which were action orient-
ed.They were expected to give reports on 
the progress in the next session. This has 
truly helped to trace the progress in regard 
to things which needed to be achieved. 
The research and writings in the monitors 
school helped the Klerksdorp Justice and 
Peace group take up issues in the com-
munity.

The prepaid electricity deductions cam-
paign in Jouberton and Klerksdorp started 
at the community monitors school work-
shop and brought together a total number 
of seven community organisations which 
strongly opposed the system.

The Klerksdorp Justice and Peace group 
engaged Shiva Uranium  on issues affect-
ing the community of Dominionville.Issues 
relating to unemployment among the 
youth  were raised. 

The Department of Mineral Resources was 
also engaged to address the problem of 
rehabilitating  opens cast shafts at the 
Dawkansville area caused by the Durban 
Roodeport Deep (DRD) mining company. 

The mayor of the Matlosana municipal-
ity was engaged to discuss the land issue 
in Khuma which is dolamatic and could 
not be used for building the RDP low cost 
houses. 

At an individual level a space was cre-
ated by the community monitors  school.
Monitors were prepared to be skilled and 
reflective in addressing the problems which 
are experienced by the their communities, 
i.e. to be able to write articles, reports, do 
basic research on a problem experienced, 
browse the internet. 

At an organisational level a new image 
was created, various strategies were 
employed, some media platforms used 
by the organisation came to be known by 
many, i.e. blogging, facebook, whatsapp 
groups, newsletters, radio and podcast. All 
this positioned the organisation well in the 
communities.      
  
While the monitors write short articles, we 
have also done more intensive research. 
Research was done by Tshepo Mmusi, 
leading member of the Monitors School  on 
the Shiva Uranium mine and unemploy-
ment in community of Dominionville. Joe 
Mashilo, the current facilitors of the moni-
tors school , wrote a research document 
on the health and safety conditions of the 
workers and the neaby community at the 
Jagspruit waste water pump station. 

Joe Mashilo facilitator of the monitors 
school and active in Justice in Peace in 
Klerksdorp since 1996 : 

“My engagement in activism work shaped 
my understanding of the issues we are 
dealing with. It is educational to me as a 
person and it’s making me to an informed 
person. When I raise issues I can do it 
from a solid ground made out of facts. We 
need a better life that is safer for us all. I 
want to make a change and I am commit-
ted to transformation. As a Christian it is 
my responsibility to try to make the world 
a better place.” 

About Action 
Voices 
Action Voices is produced by a 
team of community activists who  
are participatants in the Bench 
Marks Foundation Comunuity 
Monitors School. 

Please see our websiste for more 
information. 
http://communitymonitors.net

Contact Details 
email: info@benchmarks.org.za
phone: +27 11 8321742/3
postal address: PO Box 62538, 
Marshalltown,2107, South Africa 

Profile: Klerksdorp Justice and Peace Group
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