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Justice and Peace - Klerksdorp

Gold mines give us TB not jobs
say Kanana residents
By: Mahadio Mohapi, Lebohang Maitsile , Disebo Ntisa
It is terrifying that Tuberculosis (TB) is a major killer disease in Kanana Township, and that
the mines are causing it through the silica dust
exposure from its underground activities. Our
community lives in poor economic conditions,
more especially poor housing and insufficient
food. This appalling living conditions also
provides a breeding ground for diseases such
as TB to flourish.
Community monitors in Kanana have decided
to make this issue a priority in their work in
the coming months.
Kanana is a small township surrounded by
gold mines. It falls under the greater area in
Klerksdorp called “KOSH”, consisting of four
towns which are; Klerksdorp, Orkney, Stilfontein and Hartebeesfontein. All these areas are
located around gold mines in the Matlosana
municipality, thus they are all directly and indirectly affected by the mining activities. They
experience many problems from mining such
as cracked houses due to blasting, as well as
polluted air and water just to mention a few.
Kanana township is one of the areas which
is considered hardest hit by Tuberculosis.
Recently the Deputy State President, Cyril
Ramaphosa visited the area to launch a mass

TB screening campaign. He said, “the area has
many people succumbing to tuberculosis. It is
one of the six districts countrywide hardest hit
by the disease”. “South Africa is the third worst
affected country in the world and the disease
remains the number one killer in the country
despite being both curable and preventable”,
Ramaphosa added.
Most unfortunately, the deputy president in his
address did not tell the people that the mines
were a major cause for TB in Kanana. Government should support the people not the mines.
If they are not prepared to say what the root
cause of the problem is , how will they solve the
problem?
the deputy president in his address did not
tell the people that the mines were a major
cause for TB in Kanana
Just four months after the Ramaphosa launch,
the Bench Marks Foundation and the members
of Justice and Peace (J&P) in Kanana inter
viewed residents in Z-section closest to the
Tau lekwa shaft number 10. The community
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monitors interviewed the residents and mine
employees on their health conditions and on
other matters.
Justice and Peace activist, Mahadio Mohapi
said, said ”in our house to house visit in the
area we came across people who were sick and
noticed that among other diseases TB was the
most pressing problem”.
We strongly believe that the mines are responsible for the TB in Kanana. We spoke to
a care giver, Nosi Notyiwa, who is working for
Mamosa Home-based Care in the area. She said
“ most of our patients in our database under
our care, are HIV/AIDS and TB patients, the
day to day challenge is that they lack nutritious
meals to enable them to take their medication
and recover to the better. Some tell tell us they
worked in the mines before and are at home
due to illness”.
Our monitors in Kanana have written in
previous years about their observations on the
health hazards which are posed by the mining
activities.
Conitnued on page 2

In Our Own Voice

We must
challenge our
selves
Klerksdorp has been a major center for Anglo American gold mines .
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Continued from 1
One of the TB victims whom we i
nterviewed Mr. Sam Mashiya said, “I worked in the mines underground and contracted the disease
while working.The mine could not be of help when I approached them for medical care, they simply referred me to the public clinic”.
Overcrowding in public clinics is the biggest problem in many communities and also accounts for
TB patients who are defaulting treatment because they can’t stand for long waiting to be attended
by nurses. The community health worker at the Majara Sephepo Clinic, Keletso Makepe said, “some
TB patients are defaulting treatment because their general living conditions are too bad, the mining
companies should assist government in its efforts to provide primary health care by training and
paying more health care workers”.
The community should stand up on this issue and demand to know from government what has
happened since the screening of TB patient in March.
It is important that our government admits that mines are part of the TB problem in communities
due to their harmful activities.
As a community we demand that the mines improve health and safety conditions of workers and
the government gives full support to the sufferers.
The massive unemployment we face creates poverty and this is the major reason why TB is spreading rapidly. We demand that the mines and the government talk about giving people jobs and not
TB.

Listen to
Action Voices Radio

We criticise big city NGO’s, political parties and trade unions of hijacking community struggles and only using people
for their own campaigns.
This at the same time is a challenge to
our selves as communty based activists.
We must be ready to take responsibility to
lead this struggle and build organisation
that is democratic.
We must challenge ourselves
- Are we prepared to sacrifice personal
time and the little money we have to
build our own organisation and acivities.
-Can we work with very little or no resources to be free from “NGO”s
-Are we prepared to work in a democratic
and disciplined way.
Are we prepared to be self critical as we
criticise other organisations.
Are we ready to stop the practise of promoting “one leader” organisations with
the rest as followers.
Are we prepared to stop the practise of
“meeting attenders” and become activists?.
It will be hypocritical of us to attack the so
called “NGO’s if we ourselves are guilty of
the same bad practises.
“Most people think great God will come
from the sky
Take away ev’rything, and make ev’rybody
feel high
But if you know what life is worth
You would look for yours on earth
And now you see the light
You stand up for your right,”
Bob Marley and the Wailers

www.communitymonitors.net

VEJA Monitors

We live with the monster Mount Zion

The communities of Belena amd Umgababa are located across the road to from the the Sasol coal mine .
I was driving towards Sasolburg on the
R57 south and as I approached the city I
could see thick smoke blowing heavily
from the smoke stacks of the giant petrochemical factories. The smoke , hovered
south towards the community of Zamdela.
After passing Sasol plant on my left, I saw
on my right toxic ash heaps. This is what
the local community referred to as “Mount
Zion”. Just in front of Mount Zion there
is a taxi rank where I was meeting Thandi
and Moleboheng , activists from VEJA
Monitoring School. They were investigating impacts of coal mining on the community of Belina and Umgababa.
As we travelled to the mines we saw
children playing in the fields at Umgababa
alongside a stream that flowed from past
the mines carrying industrial effluent to
the wetlands nearby. We saw cattle grazing
in the field and drinking from this polluted water.
Umgababa and Belina are residential areas
situated less than two hundred metres
from the Sasol coal mine [former SIGMA
Coal Mine].
This is Thandi and Moleboheng’s report.
“After speaking with people from both
communities, we found out how really bad
the situation is” said Moleboheng “People
in Belina are avoiding the subject of pol-

lution, because their family members are
working at the mine and they believe that
by coming forward about the truth they
will endanger their jobs.
After they were denied interviews by a few
men and youth from the community, they
went on to speak with another woman
who also stays in Belina. Her husband is
an ex-worker from the mine and had this
to say. “Our main problem is this dust; it
is really making our lives a living hell. It
comes from the mines, and we feel unsafe
because the soil, air and water we rely on
are polluted.”
–

”I wish you were staying here,
maybe you will understand
what we are talking about and
how this monster ruined our
lives.
In the community of Umgababa, mine pollution is not kept a secret. The people here
do not have jobs.
Thandi and Moleboheng when they were
at Umgababa they met with a woman who
was very happy to discuss with them the
burning issues.
The woman who preferred not to give her
name, said: “Our lives are really in danger.
Even for our children, you’ll find that
many people in this area have eye prob-
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lems and also chest pains.”
She continued, ”I wish you were staying
here, maybe you will understand what we
are talking about and how this monster
ruined our lives. Sometimes we think
people are burning tyres only to find out it
is that monster “Mount Zion”, because we
don’t even know what to call it anymore.
To be honest we are used to it. We don’t
know who to talk to anymore and no one
is taking us seriously.”
As community monitors we are convinced
that there is a very serious problem here
and that urgent action must be taken. The
issue is clear, coal mining is affecting the
health of these communities. Many in the
community are dependent on the mines
for jobs. They are scared to speak out. Our
responsibility as monitors is to bring the
community together to talk about this
problem.
VEJA can help with campaigns and workshops around pollution, people would
become more aware of the impacts of pollution as it occurs threatening their health
and the environment. A unified voice will
make it very hard for the mines to deny
their contribution to polluting these areas.
By Thandi Ncanga and Moleboheng
Mathafeng and Mduduzi Tshabalala

I am doing it out of love – Zamdela Waste Picker
I interviewed Beauty who is a waste picker in the landfill site at
Clydesdale. Her work is hard and it is dirty, with many health
dangers. But Beauty is proud of this work . She is so proud that
she refuses to accept the dangers that come with. Waste pickers
are proud of their work. We must respect them.
Beauty lives in Phase 5 in Zamdela. She is a young women in
her early 30’s . She is the mother of 3 children and lives with her
husband. Her husband fixes cars. When I interviewed her she was
wearing a jean skirt with half boots and a leather jacket.She lived
in a shack that was very well furnished.
This is my interview with beauty.
Which landfill site do you work in?
I work in the Taaibos and Klarsden landfill site near Sasolburg.
The landfill is in an abandoned coal mine.
Who is in charge of the landfill site?
The guy who was in charge of the site has passed away two weeks
ago in a car accident and we are still waiting for a person to be
appointed.
How big is this landfill site.
I really don’t know.
How far is this landfill site from the local community
It is about 1 to 2 kilometres away form the community. People are
living all around the landfill site.
What is being dumped at the landfill site
All sorts of waste including chemicals from the firms around.
Who is dumping there
We the community and big companies are dumping there.
How often do they dump
In one landfill site they dump twice a week and the other is 3
times a week.
Why are you doing waste picking?
I’m doing it out of love
For how long have you been a waste picker?
I’ve been a waste picker since 2012 until now 2015.
What are you picking and why?
I’m picking plastic bottles, cans, glass bottles and scrap metals.
I pick plastic bottles because it is quicker to sell. A lot of people
buy drinks on a daily basis and therefore there are a lot of bottles
around.
Are you working for yourself or are you working for someone?
I’m working with other people , we are a team of 15 , but we share

our money monthly.
How much money do you make a day or a month?
We sell our stuff per forth night, which gives us R400 and we
share the money monthly. We have a treasurer who holds our
money until we share it amongst ourselves.
How do you cope with the bad smell
We use the nosebag to cover our noses.
Do you have any safety or health problems
I do not have health problems
But why do you cover your nose if there are no health problems
To protect against the dust or bad smell
What equipment do you use?
I use hand gloves, nosebag and a reflector vest.
In this interview I learned that waste picking is not a fancy job
which you require qualifications. It is still a job and it helps
people survive. Beauty appeared proud of her job because she
encouraged other people to become waste pickers.
Beauty did not appear to be aware of health problems. It is
important that she and other waste pickers receive education
to understand health and safety issues so that they can protect
themselves.
I myself started waste picking last year, and I stored them in my
backyard. I have divided them into milk bottles and drink bottles. Beauty said that she would assist me with bags.
People should respect waste pickers because waste picking is
a job that puts food on peoples tables at the same time it helps
keep our environment clean.
Municipalities should assist waste pickers in getting bags and
make the landfill sites safe for waste pickers.
VEJA should help waste pickers to have courage so that they
can be proud of what they are doing.
By Victoria Riet

“ The war will be fought unprepared “
by uSboniso “pollution rebel” Dlamini

Mother Nature Speaks
By Tshepo Masilela Focus
Birds whispering as they sing the song of freedom
Mother nature has mobilize all the animals in the kingdom
As they march straight to the creator
Forsaking man as their dominator
The song keeps on rolling, seas, dams and rivers are shaking as the
fishes are responding to the birds calling

The struggle is known but the war is not seen
Birds of morning melodies shall never sing
Its no longer over oil the capitalist seed
Eco-warriors savaged by the profit hand and the power of the beast
Nature wrath,creed - streets with graves the war will be fought unprepared..

When nature speaks all ears and eyes pay attention and closely listen

A day of self made human pride squashed..blood sentenced to
oceans,violent shalings no time to human disco light dancing
screams of men circulating, emmission avenging,plants flying..infants
vomiting pestilence injected through parenting
Many will shiver but be pushed by floods
Many will hide but be kicked by volcanoes
Brothers will flee a cyclone but straight to a mouth of a python
Riches will have a couple of stitches bunt by drought
Bones scuffled against flesh vultures grow fat
Science scrimaged by acid rain..scientists crucified by their own
hypothesis

Digging and water contamination to air pollution course global warming
Living all kinds of species in starvation
Evergreen was the name of the beautiful Africa
Now has change to mining and planting timber
Man have abandoned theirs only hope of survival, just like their
ancient clan rituals
Modrnizing their culture by changing chariots to cars
Now the planet is hot, the sake of nonliving creation
If you pay close attention you will hear the birds singing, the song of
freedom
They fly daily in our midst trying to warn us about the coming destruction
They wasted no time this matter has already being received at the holy
kingdom
They noticed that activists are just like Chinese products, they are all
fong kong
When mother nature speaks we all listen
Take the warning, and
stop what you doing
Your digging has already reach her heart, the animals can
see her bleeding, that’s why they are pleading
Stand still then you can
hear their singing.
They raise the song
freedom
Streams have turned
into sewers
Development made
man to depend on pools
nature cries as her
resources are misused by
doing evil not good,
But soon, they will be
a pool of fire, man sinking with
their skins of
The creators judgment
taking its course
Ants have spread the
news at their colony that the government
spies are found and they are NGOs
They erased true fighters and bought backstabbers ignoring cowards
nature saw whats was done in secrets, selling her for bunch of sweets
Woe unto you humans now its time to weep
TBs and Silicosis they are cleaning all the streets
When mother nature speak
We all have to
Listen

A race of supercharged houses galloping riders denied politics
Death ravaged ethics
Wind wave a hand as cities of man smashed by heat waves
Fire breathed by office doors no time to pick laptops
All is seen our sins replayed on earth song MJ the old version
Nature liberation..instigating Soweto unpart of the uprising
Sunglasses will never last..human classes will be broken..the struggle
is spoken..weeds on fields sprouts crops rotten...sea levels caressing
continents
Jump and sink the war will be fought unprepared but seen
It seems far but the weapons are nearer..nor images shall be castered on every mirror
nor darwinism lies of species evolution be broadcasted in this revolution arena
The struggle its human error
pass my greeting to the axis on earth spinning the real blood
will be in the court room of lies and superstition
Nature judges human pride guilty as a fly
The war is within creation against infection caused by creation
This war is repatriation restoration of mentally migration
Oh oh this war is extermination houses turned upside down your
spouses shall never see the kitchen
churches with cross and altars washed by tsunamis ..pastors left
with bruises...paradise is near my brother..paradise will be closed my
sister
The war will be fought unprepared..the war will make you prepare my
brother..!

MYACC

Mpumalanga Poems

Monitors Map Soweto

Soweto was located by the Apartheid regime in the middle of several mine dumps which is a danger to the people’s health.
On the 29th of July the Community Monitors digital mapping teams
from Mpumalanga and Rustenburg met
in Johannesburg to work with David Van
Wyk from the Bench-Marks Foundation
to do mapping of Soweto. The digital mapping team is utilizing an online mapping
program called Ushahidi to create field
reports that we are able to send in, these
reports post immediately to an online map
that anyone can access.
One of the first major issues that we ran
into was the George Harrison Heritage
Park that was supposed to be closed down,
but was still being accessed and used by
illegal mine workers that were working under little to no safety guidelines and were
being exploited. The 2nd major issue that
we were exposed to, was the pollution that
was running into nearby cities and rivers
from the mine dumps around Soweto.
The George Harrison Park has
become a national heritage site, but it is
hardly being taken care of by the government. Due to unemployment and the
need to for work illegal gold mining has
been resumed down in the old shaft. The
workers are being exploited by not only
the person they work for, Kenny Kunene

aka the “Sushi King”, but also by municipal officials. The workers work down in
these mines for sometimes a week or more
under zero municipal or government regulations or safety guidelines. In an interview
with one mine worker, he said.
“The ground fell on someone one week
ago, he survived but had a ruptured skull,
damaged eye, and a broken sholder. He
died later at the hospital, and it was kept
private because we are not supposed to be
there. Also we don’t have personal protective equipment.”
In addition to this the workers
are only receiving a percentage of what
they make while Sushi King receives over
half. At the same time local officials know
what is going on at this mine and whenever they come, it is just expected that the
miners will pay him anywhere from 500 to
800 rand for him to leave them alone. The
police station is less than 500 meters from
George Harrison Park. The conditions for
these workers are sub standard and they
are being taken advantage of.
There is also an open cast at George
Harrison Park that is directly next to an elementary school playground and there are
no fences separating the two. There is dust
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coming down from this open cast right on
top of the school during windy days and
this dust has been linked to asthma and
respiratory issues. After leaving this area
we began doing water testing experiments
at Mooifontein and Durban Roodipoort
Deep shaft 17. We found that the water in
these areas was highly acidic and running
off into the Vaal River. The chemicals coming out of the pipes can be seen in the dirt
and rocks surrounding the water.
In Diepkloof mine dump we
did a water particle test and we found the
water contained 2520 particles per million (PPM). Water that a person is able to
drink must contain less that 600 PPM. The
chemicals in this mine runoff contain sulfur, iron, copper, phosphate, uranium, and
strontium. We found that this runoff had
broken through different parts around the
dump and was flowing into the stream and
houses were just on the other side. Goats
and Cattle were eating grass that contained
these pollutants. Also, directly next to this
dump there was a prison where water from
the dump was starting to flood the bottom
floors.
The last stop on our “toxic tour”
took us to Orlando West to the Klipspruit

Soweto was located by the Apartheid regime in the middle of several mine dumps which is a danger to the people health. Google Maps
river where sewage water and mine waste
were mixing with the river water. The water was soapy and thick and there was even
a portion where two chemical water was
meeting this dirty water. People have been
using this water for Baptisms and traditional healers are using the waters for their
rituals. People are unaware of the harmful
effects that can come from this water, as
we even found a man who was washing his
face because he believed it containted healing powers.
People should not have to be
forced to work in terrible conditions because there are no jobs for them. As well,
people should not be exposed to waste
from corporations that are highly harmful to their health and the environment.
We made reports on everything that we
saw taking place in these areas and have
uploaded them to our map. We plan to
continue following up on changes in these
areas for better or worse and continue
publishing articles and podcasts on these
issues.
By Tyler Spencer

Tyler Spencer with Thandi Ncanga and Moleboheng Mathafeng of VEJA

Community Monitors digital
mapping training project
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The digital mapping training project is a collaboration between the Bench Marks
Monitors and the Everett Programme ,University Of California, Santa Cruz. Tyler
Spencer a member of the Everett Programme spent 2, months over July and August,
working with community monitors training and exploring with them the use of digital
maps as a tool for community organising.
The maps developed in this exploratory and training exercise can be seen on this site :
https://communitymonitors.crowdmap.com

Harmony Gold billboard Welkom -
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CSI is this a Lie?
Mines take a lot out of the community, but
do they give anyting back. Mining corporations in South Africa boast that they are
giving back to the community by investing
in the developmental projects. From the
commnunity we hear about their frustration in getting help from mines for their
small projects. We spoke with members of
the Wekom community
Thalesmo approached Harmony Gold for
financial aid as a capital to get their businesses off the ground.
Thalesmo Enterprises is a small business that aims to manufacture and supply the mine, Harmony Gold, with the
PPE(Personal Protective Equipment)
material. They have sent their funding
proposal to the mine on the 17th of June
2015 to.Thus far, they have been sent to the
incubation centre to register with Harmony
Gold as the prospective supplier so they can
get a vendor number.
Zwelinzima said that they needed urgent
funding on their business as they were
‘trying to avoid the terms and conditions of
receiving a loan from financial institutions
like banks.’We asked Zwelinzaima what will
it mean to them if they received the financial aid.He said, “This business opportunity
might be our key to strive for more secure
financial life”
These three shareholders of Thalesmo
Enteprise respectively hold matric, N4
of Business Management and Mechanical Engineering certificates as their basic
qualifications.
“We all know that it is difficult to find jobs
these days hence we decided to create our
own’’, said Zwelinzima. We asked him what

other business is there if they did not
get support from the mines. He replied “
We will do the type of business I cannot
mention”. Zwelinzima did not want to
explain further from his short answer.
There is scarcity of information related
to CSI programmes by the Harmony
Gold because Thalesom Enterprises
learnt about CSI from another business
man in Allanridge as a word of mouth
having not seen or heard about it in the
Harmony adverts. “We had to stand in
unnecessary queues, sign multiple contracts and undergo background checking” Zwelinzima told us which added to
frustrations encountered while applying
for the financial aid. He concluded by
saying, “Harmony can improve their CSI
programme by educating community
about CSI operations.”
The second group we met was Uncedo, a home based care and pre-school
for the vulnerable. We interviewed
with Maria Twane on the 13th of in
Kutlwanong,Odendaalsrus.
“We care for the patients at home and we
look after the vulnerable children”, said
Mme Maria. During 2012 they submitted
their proposal to the Harmony mines in
request of funding. “We needed a funding that was to finance our program, give
our members a stipend and we needed
resources for our facility” added Mme
Maria.
Most of the members who were volunteering at Uncedo were semi-literate
but having home based care skills ‘most
of us did not have matric while others
only have sub A, grade 1,but we received

training in HIV and Aids pallative skills.
The mine asked us to elect representatives
to meet them. Unfortunately these representatives ended up not reporting back to
the members.” We elected Jabu Mhlengu
and Rev. Oliva to represent us on the negotiation table but they ended up benefiting
alone without us.”
Uncedo did not receive the report to this
day but saw the lives of their representatives improving daily.
From these interviews we realise that Harmony Gold lacks capacity in handling CSI
program judging from both frustrations of
the interviewees. The responsibility is with
Harmony Gold because they have all the
resources to run a proper programme.
People in the community are generally
unaware that there is a CSI programme.
Many gorups we interviewed said that they
have not requested support from the CSI
programme because they have have not
heard about it. The popular view is that
financial aid from the mines only serves as
loans. It tells that the information is only
available to the literate ones and bigger
companies. Not the people who need it the
most.
We urge the mine to do the community
outreach and briefings to incline communities with this program. CSI must be a
truth not a lie.
By
Zanele Stuurman ( Allanridge)
Thabo Mahlatis ( Odendaalsrus)
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Ekurhuleni Environmental Organisation

Electricity is a nightmare in Ekurhuleni
Communities in Ekurhuleni are
very angry about the prepaid
electricity meter system. They
say it is expensive and leaves
them broke. Electricity is supposed to bring light and energy,
but to the people of Ekhuruleni,
electricity is a nightmare.
EEO monitors interviewed
residents in Duduza, Dunnottar,
Geduld, Barcelona, Tsakane and
Wright Park
This is what we learnt from the
people :

connect illegally to the electricty grid.
This is called “bridging”.
Elias a resident said “I bridged electricity; I thought it will be a solution
not to spend a lot of money purchasing it”. Municipal officials came into his
house and they found out that he has
bridged the electricity. They removed
his Meter box. He stayed 30 days
without electricity. The municipality charged him R2600 to replace the
meter box. He finds it very difficult to
raise that money. He is now in a worse
situation.

The community is angry
that their past protests
where ignored.
In September 2011, the Kwa
Thema community had a massive strike. People rejected the
installation of prepaid electricity
meters . The manager of the
Community Care Centre refused
to accept the memorandum from
the people.They wanted to buy
electricity straight from ESKOM or
to go back to the flat rate system.
The manager called in the police
who fired tear gas. An old woman
was injured. The people rioted.
Three cars were burnt on the
scene because the community was
very angry.
The people prefer the Flat rate,
where people are billed as they
use and it is payable to the
municipality on a monthly basis. They want Eskom to supply
them directly
They want ESKOM to supply them
directly. The VIP system that they
have arranged with the municipality means that the electricity is
sold to the the municipality who
sells to the vendor who sells to the
community. The vendors have to
make a profit. This means that Kwa
Thema electricity rates are higher
than the other communities.
100 free units is not enough.
People suffer blocking.
Each and every household every
month receive 100 free units; a
subsidy from the government for

Applying for Indigent status is
very difficult for most families
who may qualify.

everyone who uses prepaid electricity. But this is not sufficient for a very
poor community.
Electricity rate is high. When people
fall behind in their rent the council
blocks their electricity purchase. In
order for residents to unblock they
must agree to pay a certain percentage of the owed amount. In many
cases this results in months without
electricity .Even indigents get blocked.
Sarah Mgidi from Kwa Thema was
blocked and she had to report it to the
Customer Care Centre, they told her
that she pays a small amount of rent
which was R90 instead of R200. She
had to pay R700 to unblock it.
“My electricity was blocked in 2012”,
said Slindile, “I had to pay R1,200 to
unblock it. The clerk also said that
I have to pay R200 for rent every
month in order to have electricity.
Ms Ntombifikile’s electricity was
blocked becaue the previous ownwers
who were deceased did not pay rent.
She was then asked to pay R1000 and
she managed to negotiate for R445.
People are forced to break the
law.
Because they are desperate people
take the law into their own and and

Families who may qualify for indigent
status struggle to fill all the forms and
get all the affidavits. They get little
help from the council.
The problem is unemployment
and poverty
Watever the system, the problem is
unemployent and poverty. The blocking of electricity makes the community
member to overspend the little budget
they have.
The municipality is part of the
problem
We found out that the reason for
the municipality to come up with the
above strategies is because it owes
ESKOM. The strategies are a way of
them to settle the debt. We need to
mobilize the community and consult
the municipality on the challenges of
the prepay electricity and to demand
answers for our request that was sent
to Mondli Gugubele.
By: Sabatini Motloung, vuyelwa
Cindi, Mandla JWili, Gugu Nkabinde, Ayanda Baloyi, Sandile
Nombeni, Qedusizi Masina, Molly
Mbangula, Tebo MOtene, Mapule
Kamodi and Meshack Mbangula

Continuing investigation of the
destruction of the Vosman wetlands
contamination of the wetland. They
did not reply. We resubmitted the
letter on the 15th July 2015. This time
they they phoned us on the 23rd July
2015 acknowledging receipt of the
letter and said we need to explain how
the municipality is polluting wetland
so that they can act on something
tangible.

to the stream with the waste when
the water is flowing.
Costas Fuel Station
At Costas Fuel Station there is a pipe
that spills the oily water into the wetland.
The whole section of the wetland
between KG mall and Emsagweni is
full of waste such as plastics, bottles,
disposable nappies, raw material and
animal skulls from the communities
The Steel Factories

Activists are mapping the destruction of
the Vosman wetlands
Google Maps

The Vosman wetlands is a most
beautiful area which runs alongside
the very large township of Kwa Guga.
This wetland is the place where local
farmers plant small crops and graze
their cattle, where religious group
conduct their rituals and where children play after school.
Activists from Kwa Guga including
the MYACC have been monitoring
this daylight destruction. Currently
they are posting their observations
on a digital map to make clear who
is respsonsble of what act of destruction.
The 3 tunnels with the dirty little
dam
Three tunnels empty into the wet-

lands
The municipal purification plant for
the past few months was flowing
from a pipe which was more visible
and currently the flow is coming from
a ditch which also goes through to
the wetland.
In April 2015 we submitted a letter
to the municipality with regard to the

Poor Municipal Servcies a Cause
Because of the poor sewage system and refuse collection in Vosman
people dump waste material in the
wetlands .One of the residents said
‘ the sewerage has been flowing for
almost 10 years in this street and the
municipality was informed but nothing
is done and they no longer care what
happens because they get no help.

Highveld steel Vanadium / EVRAZ has
a pipe that flows oily water through a
ditch which flows to a small dam that
also flows to the wetland and small
particles of acid on the dried soil are
visible. The company also has a pump
station that connects 2 pipes to their
premises.

The small farmers also complained
that they can’t use the water anymore
because of the sewerage and that the
sewerage is destroying their crops because of the chemicals in it and their
livestock drink the dirty water and
eat the waste material when grazing
around the area.
The KG Mall
The KG mall which displays a nice
view from the N4 is also polluting with
its sewerage waste water that flows
from one of their pipes which is pointing straight to the wetland. We approached the management of the mall
and requested the plan of their plumbing so that we can see where their
drainage system runs through, But
they refused to show us the plans.We
were allowed to move around where,
to our surprise, we found more than 7
pipes were pointing to the wetlands.
Our investigation still continues.
There is heavy sewerage flow coming
from Emsagweni area next to the mall
which flows into the wetland , that
also is polluted by one of the biggest
open drain system of the municipality
which takes the waste material being
dumped by the community and driven
by dirty water that runs through it.
There is also a small dam created by
the dirty water that is slowly flowing

The Transalloys is not showing any
evidence on how they pollute even
though their stockpile is polluting
through the dust particles which is
rusty white acid particles on the
ground. The environmental officer
said ‘I can’t say we are 100% clean’,
when interviewed. Investigations still
continues. Another investigation of
the Transvaal Delagoa Bay mine that
its acidic water flows to the stream
continues.
We are still investigating the oily water
from Highveld Steel EVRAZ which
flows to the wetland
By: Collen Jolobe, Rudolph
Sambo, Thabo Ncube and Susan
Moraba

Emalahleni community eat, drink and breathe vanadium particles
The community of Emalahleni, Witbank
in Mpumalanga province live around a
huge waste disposal facility that belongs to
Highveld Steel and Vanadium. This waste
has been there for the past 8 years. The
complaints of the community was ignored
by the company.
The waste disposal site covers more than 3
hectres and is 3.5 meters high. The danger of this chemical to the environment
is that when wind blows the air is filled
with vanadium particles, contaminates
the water and the community are affected
in getting lungs diseases, sinuses, TB and
stomach cramps by consuming the water.
The community is forced to eat, drink and
breathe vanadium particles
The community based organisations

(SAGRC, MYACC, HEJN and MEJN)
with NUMSA marched to Highveld Steel
and Vanadium in February 2015. In their
memorandum handed to the company
they said ‘as communities we are sick and
tired of eating vanadium particles leaking from your waste disposal facility that
makes our children and us sick. As CBO’s
and the communities of Emalahleni we
demand the waste to be removed’.
The company’s CEO accepted the memorandum and was given 7 days to respond
on the matter. He responded the following week saying that the company doesn’t
have money to remove the waste and the
only thing to do is to put a security to
monitor the waste and fence it.

prevent the particles from reaching the
communities. Highveld should take a bold
and beautiful step and cover their dump
while they are still preparing to export it to
China to prevent the small particles from
flying around.
We recently read in the local Emalahleni
community newspaper, dated 24 July 2015
that ‘EVRAZ Highveld Steel has temporarily ceased production of steel due to
economic reasons.
Now the question is will the waste be
removed by Highveld steel while they are
on business rescue and what about the
communities affected by the waste and
their health.
By: Thabo Ncube-

It is clear to us that the fence will not

Water cuts to force relocation, says community
Faces of suffering and sadness is
what welcome people who are not
part of the community of Dominionville, located in the area of the
Shiva Uraium mine in Klerksdorp.
Water is a basic need which one
cannot live without. The struggle
to access water in our community is a long one. We have seen
temporary solutions in the past
which are not sustainable at all.
This struggle is however linked to
the mines who have come to own
the land of Dominionville.

engaging the leaders from
government and until
now we are still struggling’’. Says the community
leader. Talita Diphoko.
The community believes
that the Shiva uranium
mine has a secret plan to
remove tthem from the
area in order to advance
their mining interest, but it
does not come out clearly
to the people. It is believed
that water shortages and
the torching of the only
school in the area are dirty
strategies employed to
frustrate the community
and push them to think

In 2008 the community was
excited when the communal
tap water project by the district
A Dominonville family under threat of relocation
municipality was implemented.
This was an achievement to the
did not have water in their taps. They said
community after a long struggle
they have been struggling with water since
for water in the area. This did not last
long. The water source started to dry up December 2014.
The committee believes that this water cuts
and community suffered as a result. It
is not known and clear what caused the is some sort of a plan to make the community suffer so that they find Dominionville
problem. According to a community
a difficult area to live in. “we depend on
leader, “after a serious engagement,
water from the white settlement which is
the municipality offered to transport
developed with a proper water infrastructhe water through mobile water trucks
ture, this however depends on the relationwhich we found to be unreliable as it
ship with white people”, said a community
sometimes will not come”.
resident.

otherwise.
It is our view that the Shiva uranium
mine is motivated by profits, and they will
continue to turn a blind eye to the needs
of the community, especially the poor.
The government has failed the community
in many instances. We demand that the
government, in particular the local and
district municipalities should stop colluding with the mining companies to oppress
us.

When the J&P activists last visited the
community in May,the community

By Dominionville Monitors

‘” We do not know what to do now
because we have tried our best before by

BuaMC – Kgetse ya Tsie Monitors

High mast lights - The moon that stops crime.
In Ikelemeng, our organisation BuaMC – Kgetse ya Tsie Monitors are focusing on the high crime rate. Much
must be done to stop crime but we are campaigning for the increase in the number of high mast lights immediately.
South Africa has a very high
rate of crime. This crime comes
from the 100’s of years of racial
oppression and inequality between white and black, the rich
and the poor. Today it is fuelled
by massive unemployment.
But we have to survive today.
Our lives are a misery with
daily robberies, attacks on
women and murder.
In poor communities the municipality uses high mast lights.
These are very tall poles with a
powerful light that covers very
large areas. This is not the best ,
but it gives us protection.
“ Having high mast lights turns
a dark night to a day due to its
brightness” as Mama Ndlovu
said. “ Our communities with
high mass lights do not only
enjoy the bright nights as if its
full moon everyday but because
it helps lessen criminal activities” .

they want to. So the 5 mines
must take responsibility for
this. Mining houses always put
their budget into their own
pockets instead of developing
the community.
Mining houses always take
us from pillar to post when
we make a request.When we
asked them about helping with
lighting to prevent crime, their
response was that they need a
proposal from the municipality
or community leadership.
Our municipality and police
force are paid by the people to
serve them. But they always
appear to have some other
priority than our needs.
Sithole Mzalba who is a community resident reckons that
“the Local municipality, Public
Safety and South African Police
Services should put the community’s safety as a first priority, and at least install 6 high
mass lights”

Ikemeleng is mining community located 7km outside
We wait in great anticipaPic Buti Bopoela tion for the 08th November to
Rustenburg CBD. It is registered High mast light in Ikemleng
as ward 35 under Rustenburg
see the municipality promise
lights and are all installed on one side of
Local Municipality, situated within five
unfold or rather we say brighten our comthe community. Due to this one sided inmining companies named AQPSA,
munity, and the SAPS patrolling should
stallation the dark side of the community
Anglo America Platinum, Glencore
continue.
experiences more crime.
Xstrata, Lanxess ad Samacor Westby Buti Botopela, Steven
ern Chrome mine. The community is
Ramokhula, Andile Mswazi and George
As Kgetse ya Tsie members we took it
comprised mostly by mine workers and
Jacobs
upon ourselves to enquire at the local
people seeking employment in mines in
Police station as to what are they doing
and around the community.
to prevent crime and our community and
Action Voices Magazine is produced by
Community Monitors from Rustenburg,
the local municipality about their plan
This community like most in South
regarding the matter. The police responded Klerksdorp, Welkom,The Vaal, Ekhuruleni and
Africa is not immune from crime, not
Mpumalanga.
by patrolling the community everyday
only because it is a mining community
between 7pm – 4am. They became visible
but because it overpopulated, clustered
The Community Monitors project is a collaboafter our member engaged with them. The
ration between the Bench Marks Foundation
with shacks which mushroom over
municipality promised installation of 11
and the following community organisations:
night, street vendors, animals and chilKV bulk supply as a temporarily joined
BuaMC, Justice and Peace Klerksdorp, VEJA,
dren roaming around the streets.
to the substation through the community
EEO, MYACC and SAGRC
Just on the 11th July the community
and this will be done on the 8th November
experienced yet another tragic incident
Contact :
2015.
where two men were shot dead on their
way from work.Had there been high
Olebogeng Motene : oleboo.motene@gmail.
Ikemeleng is like a labour warehouse for
mass lights the community members
com
the mines. It is here that they store their
would have possibly identified the killSusan Moraba boledism@gmail.com
workers. It is here that they keep their
ers and helping with the case.
cheap casual labourers to be used when
Bench Marks Foundation 27 11 8321743
Ikemeleng has only two high mass

