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In this first issue of Action Voices 2016, we reflect on what it 
means to be an activist. We asked community monitors to re-
flect and write on the question, “Why am I an activist”. This en-
tire first edition of Action Voices is devoted to their responses. 
The views of each individual is important. Our movement is not 
made up of slogans, ideologies or leaders, but the commitment 
of individuals to join collectively to take action for the good of 
our community.

In our reflections we look into our aspirations and frustrations 
in the struggle. 

Our people identify the destruction we face with large busi-
ness corporations. There has never been any development to 
transform our society in all levels since the dawn of mining in 
our land. We have instead experienced the exploitation of our 
labour, the destruction of our natural environment, forced re-
movals of communities from our ancestral lands, among other 
ills.

What we are currently seeing in South Africa is a massive es-
calation of intimidation of people who oppose or demand con-
sultation with those who seek to use our land. This has become 
our concern with the assassination of Comrade Bazooka , the 
leader of the Amadiba Crisis Committee. In other parts of the 
country we observe:

• The harassment of anti mining activists in Rustenburg, Lim-
popo and Kwa Zulu Natal by the combined force of the police 
and mine security.
• The attack on striking workers in mines such as Wonderrfon-
tein Colliery in Mpumalanga. 
• The victimisation of students of #FeesMustFall campaign 
and #EndOutsourcing workers.

This hits us hard because we have struggled for over a 100 of 
years for these basic freedoms. Today these basic freedoms are 
being violated by government leaders supported by business. 
Our democratic rights are important to us. We have a right to 
say no to mining. We have a right to demand to be consulted. 
We have a right to demonstrate in public. This is encoded in our 
democracy.

This will not put us back, if there is anything that we have 
learnt in our struggle for freedom is that we must be prepared 
to fight and fight again. 

 As activists we are inspired by the words of Chris Hani, “What 
right do I have to hold back, to preserve my life, to have time 
with my family, when there are other people who are no longer 
alive – when they sacrificed what is precious: namely life itself.” 

We are inspired by the words of Franz Fanon: “Each genera-
tion must, out of relative obscurity, discover its mission, fulfill it, 
or betray it.” We are that generation and we are redefining our 
mission.

We relate to the words of the African American poet , June 
Jordan, “We are the ones we have been waiting for.”  As com-
munity monitors, as activists, we are not waiting for a messiah, 
a leader, a party or a movement. We are the leaders, we are the 
movement.

Tunatazama
Aluta Continua! 

our view
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As monitors in mining communities we are angered by the 
assassination of the leader of the The Amadiba Crisis Com-
munity (ACC), Sokhosiphi “Bazooka” Rhadebe. The ACC has 
resisted the imposition of mining in the Xolobeni region of 
the Eastern Cape for over a decade. It represents more than a 
thousand community members opposed to mining. 

A delegation of community monitors attended the funeral of 
Comrade Bazooka in his home village Emdatya Village outside 
Mbizana, on the 2nd April 2016. Jo Mashilo a community mon-
itor and leader in the Justice and Peace, Klerksdorp saluted the 
brave leader and said on the day of his funeral that his death 
would recharge activists.

“As a confirmation that mining is dirty and evil, the decision 
was taken to end the life of a leader in the community. I salute 
Comrade Bazooka as an activist for being true to defending the 
precious ancestral environment of the Pondo clan from greed 
and exploitation of people. From his braveness I feel recharged 
as an activist and commit to truly be the reliable voice of the 
community in my area. With the overwhelming support of the 
community, South African and international NGO’s to the peo-
ple of eXolobeni, I am sure that the looting of the minerals will 
not take place because we are watching.”

Community Monitors joined Bishop Joe Seoka of the Bench 
Marks Foundation in delivering a memorandum to the 

Australian High Commission. Their message, in solidarity with 
the people of Xolobeni was: No mining in Xolobeni!

Australia is the home country of the mining corporation 
Transworld Energy & Minerals Resources that is seeking to 
mine for titanium on the dunes of Xolobeni on the Wild Coast. 

“We have a right to say no to mining” 
“Stop the killing of activists”

Community Monitors and Bishop Joe Seoka (BenchMarks Foundation) demonstrate in solidarity with the AMI outside the Australian 
High Commission. Image credit: Community Monitors

community monitors 
PLedge soLidarity witH 
tHe struggLe oF tHe  
amadiBa crisis 
community 
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An activist was arrested and police were looking for other 
activists following a community protest against RB Plat Stlf-
drift in Chaneng, Rustenburg in March this year. This is an ex-
ample of how the mining corporations and police are harass-
ing activists who stand up to the mining corporations. 

The following is a statement released by Joseph Magobe a 
community activist and a participant in the Community Moni-
tors School, setting out what happened in the protest.

“0n 3rd of March 2016, community leaders organised a pro-
test march against  RBPlat’s Styldrift Shaft T . They wanted to 
hand over a memorandum to the management demanding 
that they employ local residents in their operations. Around 
9am where protestors gathered near the mine , I and other 
protest leaders were approached by the police and told that 
they had called the RBPlat management to come and receive 
our Memorandum of Demands. After a short while, we were 
informed that the management did not want to send anyone 
to come to receive the memorandum.

The community members became angry that no one would 
talk to them. They insisted that we go ahead with the march. 
We then requested Captain Moruwa to give us the contact 
details of the manager they spoke to so that we could talk 
to them directly. They refused. Instead they insisted that we 
disperse and go home.

I then called members of the Mayoral Committee of Public 
Safety councillor Mhlungu, who is also our Ward (02) council-

lor, to request for his intervention. I told him that the commu-
nity was angry and that things were going out of our control. 
I asked him to come to the Styldrift mine, T-Junction, where 
the police, mine security and Bafokeng Reaction Force were 
waiting with vehicles on both sides of the StyldriftShaft road. 
Councillor Mhlungu promised that he will get back to me.

We agreed to wait for Councillor. However, the police re-
fused allow us to wait.They insisted we leave disperse imme-
diately.

The community was by now very angry and wanted to 
march against the police orders. We persuaded the angry res-
idents to move way from Skildrift as we new that they risked 
facing a wall of bullets that would endanger lives of many.  We 
managed to persuade the community to move and agreed to 
meet again later in the day.

Later that evening we received alerts that roads were 
blocked and tyres were burning.

The next morning, I attended a meeting in Robega where I 
addressed the community on the latest position.

After the meeting which I addressed, when I got to a friend’s 
place there I was informed via a call that I was wanted by po-
lice and shouldn’t go home. I was later informed that the pro-
test convenor, Johannes Teke, was arrested. He sent a mes-
sage that the police were now going for me (Joseph Magobe), 
and others who stay in Mafenya,  Modise Tebang, Johannes 
Lekoro and Kagiso Morake.

To this day, Johannes Teke is still behind bars. I’m at my 
place and I believe if the police are still pursuing the matter I 
may be arrested today or at night. We request the earliest and 
swiftest legal intervention and release of the arrested.”

Police block community demonsration from reaching the mine. Image credit: BUA MC

PoLice Harass anti-mine 
Protestors in cHaneng
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MpHo Mbele

I am an activist because I am a prisoner of hope, being an activist is 
about seeing the society in a different view that the rest of the world, 
I am an activist because I see my community as part of my family. A 
person fighting for the rights and justice because of love for those 
around them. Again it is because of appreciation of social change 
and seeing people receiving and living in a well-deserved manner.

My frustration is that our community is scattered, everyone lives 
for themselves. Only a few cater for one another, we are faced with 
gangsterism, poverty, neighbours stealing from one another, our 
streets are filled with holes and nothing is being done, we are always 
waiting for municipality to take action, but what do we do as a com-
munity to change all this? What is keeping us apart? Is it fear? Do we 
love each other or at least care for one another? 

Gangsterism is the biggest issue around my community, kids from 
primary school practice gangsterism, our mothers and fathers are 
filled with sorrow because their children are killing one another. Un-
employment is another issue we are faced with, it leads to poverty 
and eventually, we end up stealing from one another, waiting at the 
corners to prey on innocent people and take what does not belong to 
us, to lie to yourself that there is no other option apart from stealing 
in order to survive.

Job creation is one of the aspirations of my community, coming up 
with ways to take our seeds out of the streets, let them see that they 
are not alone. Take our own equipment to fix our own streets, have 
a mind-set change that we do not have to wait for things to happen 
but we can make things happen. 

Our limitation is participation; people sometimes do not want 
to be initiators. They always want to follow what has already been 
started, fear of failure, lack of confidence, disbelief in what should 
happen. 

THeMba NgCezulla

Our people have to vote for hope of better times to enjoy free-
dom instead they live in hope for promised land. We live in a society 
which is powerless to the might of the ruling party, which has man-
aged to take advantage of the poor. The poor become poorer and 
the rich become richer. Our society is now reduced to the laws of the 
jungle. The powerful and big animals eat the small and vulnerable 
ones or weaker ones.

 In this country no one cares about unjust laws, police brutality, 
high rate of unemployment, poor living conditions, and the educa-
tion quality that is reduced to a mere 30% pass rate in matric. Our 
people live in shacks with no proper infrastructure with communes 
of one tap if fortunate and they have to dig their own toilets. Poor 
services delivery. Parliament of South Africa is a joke.

Ever since the mining industry has started in this country our peo-
ple have been dying in the majority. The air has been highly polluted 
and the water has been poisoned and our environment has been af-
fected. There have been escalations in climate change for the worse.

Closed mining areas have not been rehabilitated and some shafts 
are still left open for illegal mining. Municipalities do not have bye-

laws pertaining to this type of practice, No food security.
 Our people have to resort to street demonstrations and protest of 

school children has escalated crime and poverty is high. Now there is 
Dracula in the country, the inflation rate has sky rocketed.

TShedISo KoroPe

Activism is all about seeing the world around you and its needs 
and taking a leap of faith to cater for them.

Being an activist doesn’t mean you have to be political or be in-
clined to politics, its about having a strong desire to bring forth pos-
itive change in your world. Our communities today are facing a di-
lemma that no one wants to challenge, we have a problem of people 
who don’t care about others but themselves only hence I chose to 
stand to bring change I desire to see.

It is my desire to become, a teacher, a motivational speaker and a 
business man. I believe this will enable nor give me an opportunity 
build a sports academy and edutainment centre for the youth in my 
community. I believe in grooming and developing leaders .

It is not easy to start without any financial assistance, but that’s 
not a real problem if one is willing to serve, suffer and sacrifice. If 
only our communities had leaders who care enough about the de-
velopment of our youth we wouldn’t have high rate of teenage preg-
nancy, gangsterism and substance abuse not to mention unemploy-
ment. Our government doesn’t really care about people at the grass 
roots level.

If only we would stand and do something for our communities, we 
would breed communities of leaders.

TShePo MAredI

Activism is that strong feeling that enables one to care about what 
happens in his community, country or fellow humans. Activism al-
lows one to be him or herself and raise issues that directly or indi-
rectly affects themselves. Activism is that feeling that everyone must 
be treated equally, and with dignity.                                                               

 I believe in equality, and transparency in all spheres of life. My 
conscience does not allow me to sit back as things go from good to 
bad, as my fellow human suffer the injustice whether by government 
or those that are in power. I believe an equal state is possible hence 
my quest for equal opportunities.  

My frustrations are that those in power are not willing to level the 
playing field as far as equality is concerned. My community is slow-
ly turning into a ghost town as a result of power mongers who are 
bleeding the community dry.   

As a result of things not changing, the community has become 
uneasy and in the process turning to burning down clinics and com-
munity  halls. They feel this would better highlight their frustrations. 
Burning of buildings and other things has become more familiar in 
our communities.                            

I would like to see every individual getting equal opportunities 
without favours. I would like to bear witness to government showing 
transparency in everything that they do.

The community would be happy to see that their vote has count-

weLKom \
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ed. Activism has no limitations, after reaching a goal, one has to be 
vigilant and monitor every progress for any flaw.

ZAnele STuurMAn

Growing up, in a disadvantaged community I was brought up in 
what was a hurdle. Having to be placed in a title box as an “ordinary 
girl” was a hurdle as well. With writing as my gifted passion, it was 
barely possible for one to get an inspiration from around my commu-
nity. With barely existing resources, it was an obstacle to breed and 
groom the love I had for Art in Poetry as there was little and almost 
no inspiration at all to stumble on. Moreover, being brought up in a 
financially challenged environment was undoubtedly a disadvantage 
as one was never bound to have daily needs being met. We were all 
content for as long we had a meal and roof to call home, with little 
or no basics at all. For me, this was and is even heavy to witness on 
a daily basis. Our worthy gifts, were all brutally affected by the state 
of poverty and the lack of resources, only a few make it to embrace 
their passion from my community. 

Today, I’m an activist because of the state in which my community 
is in. I hope that some day, change will come to my home and that 
our offspring won’t have to face the hurdles we face.

Having to live in a community such as Nyakallong for about 20 
years was a miserable and a thorny path. Now, I love my community, 
but the hurdles which come with it makes it uneasy for one to fully 
express the love we have for it. The financial state, the teen aged 
who resort to crime only to have a decent meal, the environmen-
tal issues that aren’t a priority to those with power, the uneducated 
youth, the depressed teens who resort to the abuse of substance 
and eventually loose their identity are some of the frustrations my 
community is faced with.

One of the major boundaries which we witness as the residents, 
is having a glimpse of how to overcome certain issues affecting the 
community, and having to be lashed and tossed aside by those with 
power. We witness such dilemmas daily. Some even fear to have their 
voices out as they’re afraid of the negative responses. There’s still 
light at the end of a tunnel in my perspective, and there’s still hope to 
awaken our fellow siblings who have already given up. There’s hope, 
and this is what keeps some us going. 

Same Love!!

rAS ChAKA

Activism is simply taking action to affect social positive change or 
create positive change.

I am an activist because I am a human rights activist, I am in com-
plete opposition to all social injustice and I embody all the matters of 
justice and Peace. I am the answer to physical and spiritual connec-
tion to our brethren living.

My frustration is that I despise the way our brothers and sisters 
treat our fellow siblings from outside our country. They treat them 
differently and inhumanly. Our very own residents call our very own 
siblings with uncalled for names. They abuse and mistreat their emo-
tional and physical state. This rarely happens when our residents vis-

it other neighbouring countries...but this does not get any better...
My dream is to see harmony in my community, with  no violence, 

reduced theft rate, eliminated illegal substance abuse 

MASIPhIrI

My perception, supports that activism is investing an individual’s 
efforts to result in a positive impact within the society. This invest-
ment is done willingly by an individual who certainly has no hidden 
agenda for whatever investment he/she’s doing toward the commu-
nity, except for the affection for the community. I love my community 
and its residents. I am proud to have been groomed in a communi-
ty like mine as many people have several different gifts like writing, 
perfect painting and so forth. My community is resided with heart 
warming people with respect for one another. Today, I am an activist 
because I want to see my community grow in a form of a passionate 
environment. I am an activist because I hope to see my fellow resi-
dents coming out of their boxes and doing what they love most. I am 
an activist because I want my community to grow.

My frustrations, as an individual are that most of my fellow res-
idents resist their passion, they would rather work themselves to 
death than following their very passion. I’ve witnessed this in many 
cases, my fellow residents would rather stumble upon their own pas-
sion and leave it to starve and unattended to death. Today, I am an 
activist because I would love to see my fellow residents burning the 
fear they contain when it comes to following their passion.

The frustrations which face my community are that, people no 
longer see the need to nurture and groom our children in a passion-
ate environment. People don’t even recognize that they once fell in 
love with a certain deed for art or whatsoever. Our aspirations, as a 
community is to be an art filled society, awake and non ignorant to 
every individual’s passion. We hope that every deed invested in such 
will lead to our goal of being a passionate society.

WE RISE!!!

MoTSoKu BloM

Activism is the state of mind where one gets inspired to bring 
about change towards current injustices within their environment. It 
is a way of understanding that change is needed to develop and sus-
tain humanity, to feel free and motivated to make change in others’ 
lives and that of an activist as well. 

To me it’s all about bringing the significant change to suit all to a 
better and improved life. To make others grant others what is im-
portant and due to them and it is also about educating and to moti-
vating my community of their rights. But most importantly to express 
my thoughts, beliefs, ideology and feelings. 

There’s smoke where there is a fire. I hope to see change where 
and when it’s needed most. To see my people inspired to write and 
express themselves. Lack of knowledge and understanding are my 
key frustrations. Not knowing what to do, how to do and when to do 
it. The lack of reading and writing leads to a lost generation. To have 
a better place is live in one of the healthiest communities ever. 

/ guBico
GOLd ANd URANIUM BELT IMpACT CENSORING ORGANISATION
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Lack of resources, lack of communication among the community 
destroys the community.

TuTu MoKgoThu

Activism is making change. Activism is acting positively about what 
you want and what you believe in. I am an activist because I want to 
bring hope for a better tomorrow for my community. The love I have 
for my community is immaculate and heavy. I love my community to 
an extent that I sometimes tear up as I view on the thorny reality it’s 
face with. This is the reason why I am an activist who has nothing but 
pure for the community. 

My vision is not different from other activists. I have a vision that 
my community will one day be free from the mental slavery of being 
exploited by the fake educated intelligent people who have little if 
not zero interest in the well-being of the community. 

Some of the frustrations that my community is faced with can be 
dealt with in an instant. There are people in high places who can 
eradicate the poverty issue in an instant. They could simply organ-
ise a few campaigns for the needy. Though the issue may not disap-
pear permanently, but at least something will be done to resemble 
that there is hope after all. There are rich people in my community, 
who expect us to support them in their businesses, but on the oth-
er hand, they simply cannot deliver social responsibility within the 
community. My community is surrounded with multi million Rand 
companies that are becoming successful on a daily basis. There are 
mining shafts around my community, and they exploit my commu-
nity in a sense of a harmful environment. Harmful substances are 
released during their mining activities; residents are affected nega-
tively by the mining activities. People have contracted silicosis and 
tuberculosis from all the waste released from the mines. There is 
a high mortality rate from all the harmful substances in the mines. 
And the mines are not even sponsoring any dose of funding for all 
the sick residents.

ChArloTTe MASIPhIrI 

I am an activist because I long for a fair standard of living. I long for 
a more positive and progressive society. I want my people to live as 
they should live. I want my people to be given back what is theirs and 
I want my people not to slave in order to get what they need,I want 
my people to know their origin and their background.I am an activist 
because I want to eradicate black on black hatred.I want my people 
to nurture and compromise for one another,instead of despising on 
each other. I am an activist because I want my people as a conscious 
people.These are reasons I love activism and why I am part of it.

As an activist,one is bound to face heart breaking incidents.My 
frustrations are as similar to what other activists have. Like having to 
be an activist within a community with very few other activists. Our 
mission as activists is unlikely to be accomplished in a community 
with less resources and with the lacking of interest to learn more 
about activism and it’s importance.We face such frustrations and 
though we know how frequent we may face them, we rarely think 
of abandoning activism. My aspirations, as an activist are none any 

than seeing my community walking away from the bliss of ignorance. 
I hope one day, I’ll live to see the day my community conscious and 
awake from the sugar-coated life we were forced to live.

My community is faced with frustrations such as pover-
ty,crime,rape,tennage pregnancy, high death rate, low education 
standards, uneducated youth and so forth. Our aspirations, as a 
community are that we overcome poverty in order to eradicate rape 
and other related issues. Our youth dodges education in order to 
make a living, and at a later stage they resort to crime and then end 
up being caught up with everlasting poverty.. We hope to erase all 
this as activists.

Aluta!!!

/\ \/

weLKom \        
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Activists from across the Sekhukhune region of Limpopo Prov-
ince described the problems they face from mining in their dif-
ferent villages. They drew maps to show the location of prob-
lems. Issues around the areas in Sekhukhune mining affected 
communities are as follows:

- In ga Mathule the community is facing problems with re-
gard to mining and tribal disputes. Mining companies don’t 
consult the communities. The community experience dust 
from the mines and the gravel roads which leads into sick-
ness. Houses are cracked due to mine blasting, The mines 
don’t hire community members in the area. They don’t 
respect the culture of the community (traditional back-
ground). The municipality in the area is not helpful and as-
sisting the community. 
- Swazimnyane village has no electricity, the rate of unem-
ployment is also high. Unemployment in the village and 
large numbers of single male migrant mining workers in the 

Anglo American mines and is responsible for high rates of 
HIV Aids.
- Thokoane village is affected by Twickenham mine from An-
glo American which pollutes the water with acid mine drain-
age. Many houses have cracks as a result of mine blasting . 
The Hackney mine also left communities without farming 
land, their livestock without grazing fields, damaged roads 
and bridges which are not maintained.
- Magobading has problems with water no water, no trees 
and grave removals  for which some were not paid.
- In Sekutlong they get sick due to the water pollution which 
is consumed by livestock and the residents. The rivers in the 
communities are also polluted and no consultations with 
the communities are made with regard to the issues.

The mines affecting the communities are Hackney mine, 
Marula mine, Twickenham mine, These are both open cast 
mines and mines with shafts.

LimPoPo \        
SEkHUkHUNE COMBINEd MINING COMMUNITIES

/scmc
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ZeThu dIKo

My name is Zethu Diko I stay in Kwa Thema EXT 7 Springs Ekurhu- 
leni East of Gauteng. I’m 24 years of age engaged to Bongani Collin 
Mogapi. I’m a mother of two kids a boy Thandolwethu Kamogelo 
Mogapi and a daughter Oluhle Koketso Mogapi. I’m a second born 
at home and I’m blessed that I have a family of my own. I attended 
Eureka high school and passed my matric in 2011. In 2012 I took a 
gap year and in 2013 I volunteered at Kwa-Thema SAPS (social crime 
prevention) whereby we help young stars to quit or stay away from 
away from criminal activities. I was the organiser for the unit.

I spent 2014 at home while looking for employment and I was un- 
successful. I confided to a close friend of mine Mpho about not being 
successful in finding employment that is when she referred me to 
E.E.O as she just recently joined, and she advised that she will talk to 
Meshack the chairperson of E.E.O, he did and he accept as he needs 
people like us to make a difference. After the first march I attend- 
ed, it caught my attention, I saw that helping communities is their 
first priority and it made me realize that I have a duty to fulfill in the 
community I live in. I have not much experience but I would love to 
see good service delivery, government and local councilors working 
together with the community, capitalists must stop taking people for 
granted because they are not working and they are uneducated.

zaMuXolo MagoNa

My name is Zamuxolo Magona born 25 October 1967 at Pollack 
Park Hospital in Springs east of Gauteng now known as Ekurhuleni. I 
joined E.E.O. in 2013. What encouraged me to join is after seeing our 
children being hooked on drugs, alcohol and being involved in crime. 
It is where I saw the potential of the organization that is capa- ble 
of changing our poor living in my community. After I joined E.E.O. I 
learned a lot and how the environment we live in is a disaster.

At E.E.O we share our knowledge with other organisations which 
lead us to be able to march and picket to the councilors and gov- 
ernment. The organisations we worked with are The Benchmarks 
Foundation, Oxfam, Right to Know, Action Aid, Project 90 By 203 & 
MACUA and we have also had workshops with them.

As a E.E.O member I would like that our government and council- 
ors work hand in hand with communities because government and 
councilors don’t want to work with communities e.g. communities 
are not engaged in mining operations when they are about to take 
place and people find themselves in situations that they are being 
evicted from their land without consultation from the government 
and our local councilors. It really hurts when communities are moved 
from their land where they have lived their whole life and not bene- 
fit from mining activities.

VuYelWA CIndI

I am Vuyelwa Cindi daughter of the late Joyce Cindi and Bonisile 
Skhwebu. I was born 6 July 1992 at Far East Hospital. I’m a 23 years 
old single mother of two beautiful daughters. I’m very loud, I speak 
my mind and not afraid to tell the truth.

In the year 2000-2001 I lost both my parents and going through 
that very young changed my life drastically. I was then raised by my 
grand mother and uncle, growing up without parents was not easy 
and it is still not easy. I did my high school at Phulong Senior Sec- 
ondary School. The first years were good but I did things that I’m not 
proud of but I guess we all make mistakes. The best thing that came 
out of high school was getting a friend sister.

I grew up in Extension 8 Langaville and having to adjust from mov- 
ing into that place was difficult. It is a place where you can see the

struggles and people are not afraid to live their own lives despite 
of what they have and what they don’t have. I don’t know the history 
of the place but from what I have heard people struggled to get that 
place and make it what it is today.

Early 2014 February Sandile came to my friends’ house and told 
us about a meeting that was going to be held at Majola Street at 
Holiness Church. I went there to attend the meeting and it was a very 
fruitful meeting even though the chairperson was very intimidating. 
They welcomed us with warm hands. From there on I joined and be- 
came a member.

Being a member of E.E.O has opened my eyes in a very huge way 
and has made me aware of the things that I have been turning a blind 
eye on things that are happening in my community.

I have met different people and went to different places I never 
imagined I could go to. I went to Mpumalanga to attend a WAMUA 
workshop on women and mining. In that workshop I met different 
kinds of women and they all had different stories to tell about their 
community.One girl spoke about her community and the problems 
that they had and you can hear in her voice the passion she had and 
how determined she was about changing her community for the bet- 
ter. Her story touched me in a way I could never imagine, it also made 
me see that if she could do it then what’s stopping me from changing 
and making my community a better place to leave in? So from that 
day I knew that I was in the right place and my heart also knew that.

I didn’t become an activist just for fun, I became an activist be- 
cause I want to bring change in the environment and be the voice of 
the voiceless, create awareness on issues that communities are not 
aware of or turning a blind eye on.

MAndlA JWIlI

I was born and raised in Kwa-Thema in Ekurhuleni region formely 
known as East Rand. Kwa-Thema has its own historical background; 
it was established in 1952 when black Africans were resettled from 
Payneville because it was considered by apartheid regime to be close 
to white town.

In the mid-ninenties I was employed in two retail companies 
namely Nedbank and Clicks stores, and that’s where I was introduced 
to customer service working with clients on a daily basis. My envi- 
ronmental influence came about my working expierience with dif- 
ferent cultural groups, where I saw a need to help communities who 
are not aware what dangers lies ahead in their daily lives. When a 
prospective client takes a life cover policy for one’s security or one’s 
spouse or children, in this case the member beneficiaries are pro- 
tected; working in the environmental sector is synonymous to taking 
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a life cover.

My reason for joining Ekurhuleni Environmental Organisation in 
2012 was to be part of community struggle, I was hoping to turn pos- 
sibilities into reality by meeting the existing challenges and unifying 
communities struggles head on. By doing so I hope to explore the 
obstacles to unify and identify practical measures to build unity espe- 
cially between communities and government. A keen leader “lead- 
ership should not be about positions or gains; it should be about 
making a difference to the lives of people”. Being a public servant is 
a privilege not a right; if we feel entitled we will lose the reason why 
we are here in the first place.

My position at EEO office is Treasurer of the organisation, and as an 
office bearer I also take part in the environmental activities. We hold 
workshops to the communities such as mining dialogues, food sov- 
ereignty campaigns, and air and water pollution awareness. We also 
form part of solidarity activities with other non-profit organisations 
who share the same vision as ours by organising pickets and marches 
to challenge and engaging municipalities in community struggles.

 In conclusion, my future plan for communities as EEO mem-
ber is to see all those who are in power or authorities being able to 
engage activists and communities in decision making, that will yield 
positive results not imposing their implementation take for example 
E-tolls systems in Gauteng province, ”united we stand divided we 
fall”.

SABATInI MoTloung

Tell me, I will forget, show me, I might forget. Teach me and I will 
remember.

I am a 26 year old woman who was born and bred in Kwa The- 
ma, a community that is in the Far East rand of Johannesburg. I am 
also a member of Ekurhuleni Environmental Organisation, an organ- 
isation that seeks to be the voice of communities, that advocate for 
transparency and consultation from corporations. EEO is a gender 
just organisation that primarily focusses on everything that happens 
around them hence the word “environment”

I am driven by passion, passion to see political and social change 
in South Africa. Former president Thabo Mbeki once said “when we 
won our freedom we based our constitution on the vision contained 
in the Freedom Charter.” The freedom charter is declared a politi- 
cal custodian and vanguard for democratic revolution; today, there 
is growing anger and lack of satisfaction amongst the majority who 
have been left behind in South Africa’s new democracy.

The government should stop invoking the Freedom Charter be- 
cause there has been a rise in societal inequality. The people’s rep- 
resentatives have become the new elite which are governing; all na- 
tional groups have equal rights but some are more equal than others. 
I do not believe that South African revolutionary heroes fought for 
the kind of governance that we are living under.

Who would have thought that, at this day and age, we would be 
having anti-racism dialogues, that one family could have a grip on the 
state’s resources? We see university students protesting for issues 
that can be resolved over cooperation and dedication from stake 

holders.
They told us that education is the key to success but we see pro-

tests, violence and white supremacy; post graduates are un- em-
ployed, young people become involved in substance abuse and 
teenage pregnancy because most community are lacking recreation 
centres.

I am imagining how would it be if we were to have Minister of 
Youth in our cabinet; I believe that young people’s issues will be well 
advocated for instead of incorporated everywhere. After all, young 
people are the pioneers of this country and a serious intervention 
on activism would see the vision of “freedom” come into realisation.

I will continue to be an activist because my course is to see political 
and social change where Black is not poor, White is not wealthy and 
where business is not Indian.

I define myself as an activist because I seek to create positive 
change and to be the change I want to see. “Oh my body, make of 
me always the one who always question!” France Fanon. It is time 
for South Africans to take charge once again and chart a new way 
forward.

STeVen nKABInde

My name is Steven Nkabinde born on the 30th March 1973 at Pol- 
lack Park Hospital in Springs, East of Gauteng also known as Ekurhu- 
leni. I live in a family off 15 in a 4 roomed house and we are all un- 
employed. It is a serious problem as I sleep in the kitchen floor and 
I’m faced with a problem where I have to be the first one to wake up 
and last one to sleep.

At first we used to struggle as we had no electricity and we used  
coal stoves and it was bad because we inhaled the smoke and it is 
bad for our health and those around us especially children in the 
house. Water was also a problem as we had no running water and 
we had to fetch water from nearby streams and these streams are 
contaminated as companies and nearby chemical factories drain 
their dirty water in the streams and we use this water for drinking, 
washing and bathing.

What influenced me to join E.E.O and become an activist is that 
looking at my background and how I lived and what I’ve been 
through, I would not like to see other people going through that path. 
I want to make a difference in people’s lives.

AYAndA BAloYI

I am a twenty-four years old young female, born and grew up at 
Kwa- Thema in the section called White City. At home we are a family 
consisting of four members, my parents and sibling. I am motivated 
by success. I do not want to see people suffering from poverty and 
want to see their living conditions improving.

Kwa-Thema is situated in the east of Ekurhuleni in Springs. 
Kwa-Thema is a Township that was established in 1959. It has a popu- 
lation of about + 99 517. There is a high rate of unemployment. Most 
of the people are living in RDP houses. And there are still people liv- 
ing in shacks. The majority of the community members depend on a 
government social grant in order to survive or earn a living.
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Our Township is faced with crime such as house robbery, selling 
of dagga, Nyaope, stealing and selling of wallets in the street of 
kwa-Thema.

In terms of environmental issues, the community face the chal- 
lenges of houses which has many years existing and cheap material 
were used when building the house. Due to heavy rains and wind 
they break down or fall apart, some get flooded and those who have 
gardens in their back yard the rain destroys everything eventually 
hunger takes place.

The issue of dumping is still a problem. In most cases it happened 
when the collector of the waste did not pitch. Due to strikes, holidays 
and sometimes weather conditions. The dustbin gets full, that also 
result to failure of services delivery then people find an open space 
and dump the rubbish.

I was invited by a friend to a meeting of the Ekurhuleni Environ- 
mental Organisation. I then became interested and decided to join 
because it is making a huge difference in the community of Kwa-The- 
ma and Ekurhuleni. They do this by identifying problems that com- 
munities come across, doing digital mapping of problematic areas 
within Ekurhuleni, write articles, producing newsletters with the as- 
sistance of Bench Marks Foundation and to distribute it to the people 
living around Kwa-Thema. Having access to information of what is 
occurring around the community is best.

Before I joined the Organisation I used to be ignorant, I had no 
idea about the place that I am living in that there are mine shafts, 
slime dam soil that contains uranium and is a danger to the people. 
The organization opened my eyes to stay aware, become involved in 
monitoring problems and and engaged in community activities.

There are skills that I obtained through the organization. My writ- 
ing skills has improved; I was able to work as team. I became involved 
in organizing and research. I learnt how to conduct interviews, in- 
ternet research and talking to experts specializing in that particular 
field. My vision is to see the organization growing internationally, 
raise funds and have resources to reach the whole country.

MpHo MTHeMbu

I joined activism when I became aware of the challenges that my 
community face. I became a member of SAPS ( South African Police 
Services) under Social Crime Prevention Youth Desk where we dealt 
with the issues of substance abuse, youth in conflict with the law, 
prison tours, and school talks just to mention few. We engaged a lot 
with the community members to bring change. In one of the meet- 
ings I attended I met with a member of the Ekurhuleni Environmental 
Organization who told me more about the organisation and invited 
me to attend one of their meeting and that is how I joined. It was 
easy for me to engage with the community and the issues that affects 
the community on environment. The issues that the community of 
Ekurhuleni faces are the issues of tailing dam soil, abandon mines 
shaft which attracts young and old people to go to these mine shafts 
and dig for gold to support their families. As a result, this creates 
gang battles amongst the Zama-Zama’s and now we see the woman 
are slowly joining the Zama-Zama’s. Those gang battle they affect the 
community because they run for cover straight into the community 

and then end up affecting the innocent.
Another issue that affects the community is the issue of tailings 

dam soil that is being sold at the street and it affect the woman the 
most because they are the one who buy it and the children having 
different kinds of reason some they crave for it, and some eat it just 
for the fun of it. The result of eating this soil can be stomach cancer, 
giving birth to deformed babies and not have a child at all. All these 
woman have no idea of the long term consequences of eating this 
soil cakes. So one of our aim is to educate young and old woman 
about the dangers of these issues that we face as the community and 
working with different organizations to bring a change in our society.

My vision is to see a change in our community and for the people 
to live in a clean, better and healthy environment and our community 
to be capacitated with relevant information.

THabo MoCHbeNg MogaFe

Life in Kwa-Thema, Gauteng east now known as the city of Ekurhu- 
leni has been very interesting when I look at its political history, its 
community, its elders and youth and the education structure. In Kwa 
Thema we have always been faced with serious issues like crime, 
unemployment, poor service delivery and environmental issues like 
abandoned mines, air and water pollution to name a few.

In the 90’s we were faced with serious political violence which left 
more than 100 students dead when PAC(PASO) and ANC(COSAS) stu- 
dents clashed, but it has since been resolved.

When it comes to environment issues abandoned mines are a real 
problem as they were used as crime spots and were also a danger to 
the community as people fell in these shafts those who were lucky 
survived but some were unlucky. We live in an area surrounded by 
industrial firms and mines. These industrial firms pollute our air and 
some of them release their contaminated water into local spruits that 
flow into our rivers.Community members use this water for drinking, 
washing and doing laundry.

In the township of Kwa-Thema where I’ve lived all my life is also 
faced with a problem of unemployment especially the youth. These 
are the same people that turn to drugs and alcohol abuse to release 
their frustrations, some even resort to crime to feed this drug and al- 
cohol problem and also turn to crime to be able to feed their families.

These are some of the reasons why I’m an activist and that’s why I 
joined E.E.O as these issues are really disturbing and I want to make 
a difference. I want to see change in the community I live in. I want 
to live in an environment where the people especially the youth are 
recognized and offer them employment or be given skills to be able 
to start their own businesses. We want to live in a safe and clean 
environment. Being an activist taught me a lot as to how we can deal 
with issues like these. I want to share with my community the infor- 
mation and knowledge I have gained. This way we we can all become 
one to make our community a better place.

In future I would like to see more of our youth involved in com- 
munity programs, sports and even social and cultural programs. We 
want our government to recognize us in terms of skills development 
and create more employment for the youth especially those who are 
sitting at home with college and university qualifications. I want to 
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see our youth being given the privilege of free basic education and 
FET training. I want to see people getting clean and fresh water. We 
want the companies that pollute our water and air to take responsi- 
bility. I want to see us living in land where we can be free to practice 
our rights.

SAndIle noMBenI

Due to the poverty, unemployment crime and other socio-eco-
nomic and political challenges, the community I lived under influ-
enced my life to be one amongst the many who have joined activ-
ism for world change. My name is Sandile Nombeni I was born in 
Kwa-Thema from a teenage couple who separated after giving birth. 
This was one of the major effects which led me to join activism at a 
very young age where my parents usually fought when they had to go 
attend my school meetings at primary level.

In my secondary school level I was a very naughty student whilst 
shy at home as these two different environments challenged me dif- 
ferently. This caused me to grow up having a low esteem in produc- 
tive spaces which had also caused me to later quit from work without 
having a valid reason to do so. I was employed at Atlas COPCO from 
the year 2007 till 2008. In 2009 I then saw the difficulty of being part 
of a large family living in a small house with grandparents, father, 
aunts, uncles and their children. I then joined KWATSADUZA move- 
ment. And because of my participation I was elected to be part of 
the leadership fighting for RDP houses where I gained and grown his 
knowledge and strength of activism.

In 2010 I then met with Meshack Mbangula who was an old activ-
ist for environmental issues in the community and he introduced me 
to a different but interesting field of work such as the mining impacts 
in communities and how mining influences the social lives of com-
muni- ty members. Later I was involved in the community monitoring 
pro- gram where I learned how to identify, analyze, and peacefully 
solve community challenges.

Looking at the lost political history of my community’s contribu- 
tion to South African history, my aims are to revive the spirit of uni- 
ty and participation in community decision making which has died 
mostly in the youngsters today.

One of the reasons which has kept me going in the struggle is 
the lives of all those who had died fighting for the” freedom against 
apartheid that we are still longing for after 20 years of democracy” 
with the hope that communities would stand up for their right to 
participate and decide in all international spaces.

gugu PreCIouS nKABInde

I Gugu Precious Nkabinde was born at Nquthu hospital at Kwa-Zulu 
Natal (KZN) on the 26 March 1992 on Thursday. I am a first born of 
the late Thembekile Nkosi, who died on the 22 January 2005 due 
to heart failure. I started my education at Zamani Primary School 
from1998-2004. I then proceeded to Phulong Senior Secondary-
School from 2005-2009 the year I completed my matric (pass). I am 
staying at 3 Nzama Street at Kwa-Thema, Springs, 1575 in the Far East 
rand of Johannesburg at Gauteng province. I am stay- ing with my 

mother’s siblings: my aunt, uncles and my lovely sib- lings. Kwa-The-
ma is a location with different sections. The youth of Kwa-Thema is 
facing a difficult challenge of unemployment and due to high pop-
ulation of unemployment in our community leads to crime. Some 
young people end up smoking drugs, whoonga and nyaope because 
they don’t have much to do so smoking keeps them going or strong. 
I remember one day when I met Sandile Nombeni at the funeral of 
Gogo Mshibe, a family friend. Sandile told me that he is currently 
busy with a local organization. That is when he invited me to come to 
the workshop that they will be hosting at Holiness church at Majola 
Street. I then got interested and told my friends about the organiza- 
tion as well as the workshop. The day of the workshop came and we 
went there, me, Vuyelwa and Ayanda. At the day of the workshop we 
also met some members of the organization; they welcomed us with 
warm heart and love.

Later on the day of the workshop we met Bobby Marie who was fa- 
cilitating the workshop. He was from Bench marks foundation (BMF). 
He was telling us about free writing which I knew nothing about. Af- 
ter the workshop “sadla iKFC” and got R30 for transport. I told myself 
ukuthi kumnandi here, we eat KFC and receive local transport fee. 
Then they told us to come and join them on their meeting that will 
be held at Khuzwayo Street on Tuesday. We went there to attend 
the meeting, and that is how I joined or became a member of the 
organization.

At first I didn’t know or understand what is the reason or purpose 
for me to join the organization. As time goes on I went to understand 
ukuthi iyini kahle neOrganization (what is the organization about?).

The Ekurhuleni Environmental Organization also known as E.E.O. 
is a community based organization that educates and organizes com- 
munities on environmental and social issues. The E.E.O focuses on 
problems that community faces such as housing, climate change, 
women empowerment, abandon mines and other social issues.

Being a member or volunteer of E.E.O has opened my eyes to many 
things that I have ignored or not cared about such as mine issues. I 
never knew that they are illegal miners and that they are called Za- 
ma-Zamas. I have once seen them in action at Mpumalanga province 
at a coal mine. What hurts me most was to see women and children 
in the mine working. I have learned a lot through my journey of EEO 
and I am still learning more other things. I also went to places that 
I have never pictured myself visiting, like Cape town and sleeping at 
different hotels not for fun but for learning.

I love and enjoy being with EEO and working with such wonderful l 
people. I hope that one day the community or even better the whole 
world would recognize us for our good work. May the good Lord 
bless us women of EEO to write a book on our personal experiences!

FROM ZERO TO HERO!

/\ \/ 
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noMAIndIA gAJI

I am an activist today simply because my life and those of oth-
ers in my community hasn’t changed. During apartheid I understood 
that the system was cruel, as such it couldn’t make our lives better. 
Post-apartheid regime I was happy and excited just like any person 
in our country. Until today we continue to experience hardship, one 
may say apartheid has resurfaced and has taken another form. Those 
who are benefitting from the ruling party make those who are not 
linked to it to feel small, poverty has worsened and unemployment 
remains a major challenge. The roads inside my township are too 
bad, we still use the same gravel roads which we used under apart-
heid, crime is too high and the police are corrupt, all this informs my 
activism. 

My community of Jouberton want to see change such as improved 
service delivery by the municipality of Matlosana. The youth  in par-
ticular wish to work at the mine, but it is absolutely very difficult be-
cause the mine bosses prefer to hire the migrant workers from oth-
er countries and outside the North West province. This community 
wants a simple and affordable life, they don’t want mansions or wish 
to stay in towns, and they just want to be serviced by those they 
vote for. However the stark reality is poor infrastructure, poverty, un-
employment, alcohol abuse, and crime. There are too many taverns 
and shebeens in Jouberton because people get frustrated and have 
nowhere to go. The youth start to brag about their drinking with their 
peers, this can be changed; it needs leaders to work with everyone in 
the community not the chosen few as it has always been. 

TShePo MMuSI

Activism to me is like knowing my identity and what I stand for 
and its not only taking issues up, but expressing my views with the 
aim of effecting change. Activism is my way of exercising my right 
of freedom of speech and to impart knowledge to others. Today we 
are over twenty years in the new political dispensation, but we still 
continue to witnesses the injustices which persist, and that brings 
to a call for activism from the bottom within communities to change 
unjust structures and systems.

My frustration with regard to activism is that in many battles 
fought only a few are won, and as a result somebody else takes credit 
for ones effort. It is true that when one does advocacy work at times 
it becomes difficult for one to measure progress, because a victory 
always is measured by change of policies, laws, situations, behaviors 
etc and at times when these changes happens those who are making 
those changes are authorities, corporations etc and they are viewed 
as the legitimate bodies which made that change. And those who 
have influenced that change are then forgotten. 

Many activists have it hard, because they fight those with power 
and money, and as a result many battles end up in vain. My press-
ing frustration is that my work is not seen as valuable because I am 
always questioning things and if one questions what others fear or 
scared of questioning one becomes victimized, isolated and targeted. 
Many activists are poor, they cannot afford the luxuries of life, includ-
ing myself I cannot afford to take my children to multiracial schools 
in town and I cannot afford a house in town but I question and talk 

about big issues.
Members at the community level have different perceptions about 

activism. And some have the misunderstanding of the concept, be-
cause I believe everyone has a sense of activism within themselves. 
When one is complaining about hunger within their household, 
they are talking politics, and politics can easily be linked to activism 
because the “why” question will come to mind. Why my family is 
hungry, why am I not working, why I cannot get employment, why  
government cannot create employment, and these are some of the 
questions that brings out activism within people. On the other hand 
others think that activists are people who are working in political 
parties such as ANC. Others think that activists are people who are 
causing trouble within communities like organizing marches which 
are not lawful and revolt. Others view it as people who want posi-
tions in government, and others view it as necessary people or struc-
tures that must bring about change in the society and it is about time 
that people know the real meaning and the work of activists within 
their communities because misconceptions will lead to our society 
not having activists who will safeguard or hard earned democracy in 
the future.

We are living in the world where technology is growing larger and 
as such future activists should be able to acclimatize themselves 
with these developments. Gone are the days of burning tyres on 
the streets and revolts to assert change but activists of the future 
should know how to put their messages across if they are dissatisfied 
about a certain issue. They have to use all the technological resourc-
es which are at their exposal such as cellular phones, computers to 
communicate and send messages, document what they need to be 
changed. These changes cannot be done overnight but we need to 
train young activists who are skilled in such technologies at a young 
age. These young stars are the future activists.       

PeTruS MoShe

The stark reality that I have experienced personally, in the com-
munity has left me with extreme frustration in my life and raises the 
question, was this life a rightful place for me to stay? Personally, there 
was no hope for future, at the level of community i experienced un-
told suffering due to abject poverty, I see day to day destitution, what 
a great frustration?  All these sum up a great challenge in my life.  

However, with the primary education, I had a dream that history 
would never  repeat itself. From the hardship breeds happiness. This 
indeed, was mammoth task to undertake.  I started to reflect, to an-
alyze what has happened on earth. Is there any remedial solution to 
solve these problems on this cosmo-setting. Thanks to Catholic social 
teaching which I drawn my inspiration to challenge the unjust struc-
tures which nearly changed my mental focus. My experience both 
within me and community at large, is not God given will but man’s 
decision, power, greed, selfishness which undermine the whole hu-
manity. It is within this yardstick my activism was born. Love your 
neighbor in all circumstances, love myself and community at all lev-
els. I took the radical stand of confronting, challenging any system 
that undermines and belittles  human dignity, and look for a solution 
for change. Hope, needs commitment for possible life where human 
dignity is restored and respected, hence, another world is possible, 
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love, solidarity, and sharing can be embraced for all. To this end, I am 
a social activist within the community for the homeless, marginal-
ized. I assist them on how they be their own agent of change where 
peace, harmony and love will flourish. Aluta, Continua.

Joe MAShIlo

Activism has become my way of life, it is in fact in my blood. As a 
young person during the Apartheid era in South Africa, I recall being 
excited and fascinated every time whenever I participate in a pro-
test action. My understanding of politics at the time was too little, 
however the immense suffering and hardship of black people was 
too visible. History subject at school sharpened my understanding of 
complex issues in politics; I then became an enlightened activist with 
a cause, a passion to see change in the political and social landscape. 

Twenty two years into  a new dispensation we still continue to see 
extreme suffering, the gap between the rich and the poor widened. 
The government political office bearers are colluding with business 
to plunder the resources meant for all. These resources are given to  
just the selected few. I cannot be silent while our communities which 
are rich in mineral resources continue to battle in an ocean of poverty 
and unemployment.  As an activist driven with passion, I will utilize 
my knowledge, skill, time, and more importantly energy to challenge 
the system in government and mining industry. 

My dream as an activist thus far has been to see a world being a 
better place for all people, I want to be part of the community which 
is safe, clean, educated, skilled, healthy, and progressive. As an activ-
ist sometimes I ask myself why it is so difficult to have that. 

Communities too wish to see prosperity, development, justice and 
peace. However attaining all this has become a daily nightmare due 
to corruption and lack of political willingness to solve the community 
problems. The cost of basic commodities such as water and electrici-
ty has become so expensive in my community such that people have 
resorted to illegal connections.Is it right to do so?. No it cannot be 
right, but frustrations has led to the situation. The Community wants 
to have a good life with proper roads, houses, education, nutrition, 
etc, they do not want the opposite.

MAhAdIo MohAPI

I am Mahadio From Kanana Township, Orkney area known for its 
gold mining shaft. I am a social and environmental justice activist un-
der the Justice and Peace organisation in Klerksdorp. 

I have decided to become an activist because I have witnessed 
massive suffering in regard to service delivery issues and information. 
Lack of information and knowledge on how the government work 
inspired my activism and started to be of help to the community 
members. I am grateful for my organization, Justice and Peace which 
trained me on paralegal matters. Community members knew were to 
find me when they needed help such as application for  an identity 
document, a social grant, a housing subsidy and others. 

My dream and aspirations is to see government services, facilities, 
and information being easily accessible by community members. I 
also wish to see the young ones getting proper education which will 
undoubtedly free them from suffering. Learner ships, internships and 

bursaries must reach the young people in huge numbers. 
I am extremely worried about growing problem of gangsters in my 

community. The mine should intervene by employing the youth. If 
gangsters find jobs in mine,  they will no longer see gang life as rele-
vant, I am sure about that. 

The dreams of the community which I know as a member, is to see 
a community free from poverty, unemployment, crime, and infra-
structural backlog. We dream of seeing the mining companies in our 
surrounding sharing and supporting our vision as the community. As 
the community we are aware that the mine draw its labour force out-
side the community of Kanana, and yet expect its labor force to be 
integrated in our community, this in itself is another frustration. We 
dream of a situations were mines invest locally by procuring the ser-
vices needed from local business, skill training at the level of commu-
nity, recruitment and placing of employees to be at the community.     

ndAde SeBolAI JohAnneS Pule

Activism affords us an opportunity to slow down, reflect, and act 
into quite moments of human sufferings. Activism is God’s blessing to 
humanity and His special way of telling us (activists and the suffering) 
that Love and Hope still can exists in the world.

Personally I dream of seeing all of us the people who are created 
in the image of Almighty God emerge from the cacoon of doubt and 
despair to fly freely on the wings of faith and hope of a better tomor-
row. Experiencing society that restores its hope to be free from all 
the suffering experienced by the poor of the poorest and the mar-
ginalized people of our society, and seeing all people live in harmo-
ny and peace, have access to information which has no restriction 
to certain individuals such as Political leaders and Business people. 
Wish to see each and every individual be educated and freed mental-
ly from all the suffering 

What frustrates me most is the way people are treated and kept 
in the dark side through false promises by Political heavy weights 
and Business people. They (political leaders and business) keep on 
promising the poor and the marginalized of better life but failing to 
do as they are saying, every time when its election time they rely on 
the poor people who vote them in position and keep on taking the 
poor as charity cases by giving them food parcels which cannot last 
for long.

Community wishes to be freed from the cacoon of doubts and 
despair to fly free so that they (community) feel loved and treated 
with respect. To freely voice their grievance’s without being intimi-
dated and suppressed by Political leaders and Business people. They 
(community) ends-up taking their frustrations by marching, burning 
government buildings which are supposed to help the entire society 
as we see on the news and newspapers each and every day. Its high 
time Politicians act and stop keep on promising people what they 
cannot fulfil. 

On behalf of all the activists kindly receive my best wish for the 
happiest and most peaceful life for all.

/\ \/

/ Justice & Peace
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TrACY TShoSe (ChAneng)

One of many characteristics of an activist is being a visionary. I 
believe that I am one person who is driven and encouraged by a vi-
sion for an ideal future. Activists believe beyond their circumstances 
whether it’s coming from advantaged or disadvantaged backgrounds. 
And, I for one believe that I and fellow activists can bring a positive 
change in society as well as our own state of living.

I hope to see equality not being just a word used to show we are 
post-apartheid. We might be liberated from discrimination on the 
basis of skin colour, but there is still more to be free from. In our 
times one of many advantages we still lack is economic freedom, en-
vironmental sustainability, free higher education amongst others. As 
a young person I aspire to grow in a society full of endless opportu-
nities; a healthy and sustained environment and community, being 
able to source out the minerals produced in our mine-filled province 
and having job security.

For many of the people living in our community, hope seems to 
be foreign. In my work as an activist I would like to see hope living 
amongst the youth, the elderly, the impoverished and every other 
ordinary South African citizen. I would like to be the advocate of my 
community that will motivate our leaders to invest more time to lis-
ten to the unheard cries of our people. I would like to empower and 
motivate others to become activists in their own right, so that we all 
stand a better chance in fighting economic, social inequality etc. and 
build a sustainable state of living.

Alex SAlAng (MAdITlhoKoA) 

I am Alex, born 32 years ago in place called Diplataneng (Kaffes-
rkraal) in Marikana. I was raised and grew up in this place before this 
place transformed to be a mining community. Our fore fathers used 
to be farm workers. Life was so good by then. I stay in a place a called 
Mmaditlhokwa. So many wrongs things were committed by the mine 
itself together with our elected leadership. People are continually 
been deprived of their rights to live in peace. Mmaditlhokwa does 
not have basic services from government neither corporate social 
responsibility is been implemented by this mine. We are living in a 
harmful environment. 

The abovementioned problems persuaded me to become an ac-
tivist. I said to myself that there is a need for me to bring change in 
this area. Mining communities need people like me to push things 
for communities. Activists are informed by the everyday problems 
that are occurring and caused by mining corporates. I am an activ-
ist, a voice of the voiceless, I am a leader and a mouthpiece of my 
community.

AMogelAng TABAne (WonderKoP)

At the beginning I had no interest of becoming an activist; I didn’t 
even know what it meant to be an activist. It all began when I first 
joined the Monitoring School in May 2014 where monitors are taught 
to develop their skills in information gathering, writing, and commu-
nications. That is where I got my first taste of what it feels like to ex-
press my feelings and telling the truth like it is without sugar-coating, 
what’s bothering me and not being criticized for what I believe in.

I am driven by passion to have a better future. My motivation came 
from my devotion to change the world. Dedicating myself to help-
ing my community and being their voice when they cannot speak 
for themselves is what I love now. To tell the truth I cannot say I was 
born to be an activist but as soon as I knew what it meant to be an 
activist and what is done; it all came naturally, and doing what I be-
lieve in feels really great. Now that I am able to raise my voice and 

raise issues, it is a challenge to achieve what I believe in; because not 
everyone is going to believe in my dream to change the world. But as 
Mahatma Gandhi said “Action may not bring happiness; but there is 
no happiness without action.” So being an Activist starts with being 
positive and never losing faith that you will one day achieve what 
you believe in and strive for, and all of that describes me, that is why 
I am an ACTIVIST!

gIFT KgoMo (WonderKoP)

I am an activist because of the struggle and hardship which I have 
been through for all  my child hood. Until today life is full of pain and 
sorrows. Many people died trying to make the world in which we 
live a better place, so i just carry on with the struggle and continue 
from where they left off. My hopes are high for my community, if we 
can come together as one and speak with one voice. I feel like I am 
the person who delivers that voice and I will keep on trying to be the 
voice which will eventually lead the community to the light. As they 
say ‘’try and fail but don’t fail to try’’.

It’s funny how people become ignorant in life and make wrong 
decisions that we later regret. In a process a precious time is lost, 
‘’time lost never regained’’. I just want to see people living a good life, 
no one should be denied their rights. I want to see people enjoying 
their rights and freedom as enshrined in the constitution. Life is full 
of choices you chose your own faith and I chose mine by making sure 
that I will serve the community. I try my out best so people won’t 
give up their hopes and do things like crime, drugs and alcohol abuse 
which I aspire to see reaching zero percent. 

I want to see people happy in my community, love revolving 
around the people living with joy and in harmony. Last I wish to see 
big corporates which took over our farms giving a living to people 
who used to rely on farming. The struggle will go forward until we 
get what we want.

KennedY PhAloSe (TheKWAne)

Where I live there is a great suffering, these conditions affects me 
directly. I grew up in Thekwana which is situated around different 
mining houses; my area is only 15 km from Rustenburg Central Busi-
ness District. Influx of workers to the mines around us coming from 
all over South Africa and outside brought a massive crime wave, drug 
and substance abuse, teenage pregnancy, prostitution and some 
people are sick due to negative environmental impacts caused by 
mining. 

Our community leaders, government, capitalists, ruling party and 
traditional leaders are failing and exploit us with their corrupt rela-
tionships. I realised as an activist that we are part of the problem 
and the problems of our sufferings are caused by our ignorance.”U-
zo ithola kanjani uhlele ikhoneni” this Xhosa quote, left me with no 
choice but to join the political movement and civil society organisa-
tions which are advocating against exploitation of communities. With 
this move I capacitate myself on how to take action and make well 
informed decisions when defending our communities against these 
evil forces. That is why I am an activist.

rustenBurg
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AngIe MogoroSI (TheKWAne) 

I was raised by two political women in a very rural area in Mafikeng, 
Logageng village. My mother was working in Johannesburg as a maid. 
Everything was difficult because I was the only girl in the house which 
forced me to into all roles of different genders. My background made 
me who I am today.  From a young age , I always wanted to change 
the inhuman treatment treatment which I saw happening inside and 
outside my home. Being an activist is more within me as a human be-
ing. If I have made few people to listen once then I can make million 
more in mobilising my work in activism. 

My aspiration is to concur and love what I do most, to be able to 
dig the truth out. Making a difference requires leading by example, 
teaching , motivating  and encouraging young and up-coming activ-
ists. Leadership for me is a strong team working together with the 
community in order to integrate with elders and youth. If leadership 
is well structured everything is a win-win situation.

lenTSWe BudA (MoTlhABe)

I’ve decided to be an activist because I’m concerned about the sit-
uation and the conditions in my community. Poverty increases each 
and everyday, the youth are struggling to find jobs, alcoholism and 
drug addiction is a huge issue among  the youth, most especially the 
teenagers. I decided to join the activist’s group because I’m worried 
about the violence towards young girls, corruption in our community 
and the high rate of teenage pregnancy.

I would love to encourage the youth in my community to have 
hope and belief in themselves. They should stand up for themselves 
and fight for what belongs to them.  Our communities, our land ,our 
world will not develop itself and there will never be changes if we 
don’t stand-up and do it for ourselves. In my community, mines are 
nearby and when they were opened the community hoped that 
many will get jobs and unfortunately, the least got employed. People 
hoped that their children will be able to get tertiary education but 
that hope now is lost. My village is a huge community with a lot of 
unemployed people who have big dreams and talents but they can’t 
because of financial problems. I’m also concerned about pupils in the 
wrong places such as taverns and shebeens in our community which 
are illegal.

george JACoBS (IKeMeleng)

I am an activist because I want to do some changes around my 
community and the world. I want to do that with passion and for the 
love of it. I am living in a very rough society with people who are from 
very far-away places and are looking for jobs. When they don’t get 
the jobs, they turn to sinister ways of making money including crime 
and killings. I want to use my activism to help neutralise the situation.

My aspiration in life is that I am a  drop-out in grade 12, so I want to 
finish my matric so that I can go further my studies in university to be-
come a meteorologist. My other aspiration is to go around the com-
munity and giving help where it’s needed, not only to my community, 
but also to others living near mines. I want to see surrounding

 mines start giving attention to the requirements and demands of the 
community. I hope to see my community having basic infrastructure 
like water, electricity and toilets. I want to see  and the youth enjoy-
ing the benefits recreational facilities so that they live a good life. I 
hope to see the change in the system of traditional leadership. That 
leaders do not take decisions based on their personal interest which 
does not benefit the community. I will love to see this poor commu-
nity of ours being recognised by even those who didn’t want to see it 
developing. I am sure with the help of Bench-marks and BUA Mining 
Communities we will bring change in our poor community.

BuTI BoToPelA (IKeMeleng)
 
Activism is about opening the eyes of the blind and mobilising and 

organising the people to change the suffering they are facing. To find 
the root cause of their emerging problems, to become united with 
no favour of the political structures and the corporations within our 
society especially in the mining sector.

My aspirations in life is to be a true dedicated and inspiring leader 
emerging from the struggle in the mining villages, I aspire to be a 
motivational speaker to other people and to achieve my dream of 
being a qualified veterinary technologist and to be very active in the 
struggle faced by our society to liberate the suffering for a change. A 
change I want to see in my community as a result of my activism is 
to see everyone conscious about the situation they are experiencing 
and to be come active in bringing about changes in their day to day 
life.

STeVen rAMoKhulA (IKeMeleng)

Being an activist is my own way of giving thanks to the people and 
community that raised me. I have a very strong burning sensation 
within me that is burning me so hard when I see things that are of 
human rights violations, such as injustice, oppression and environ-
mental destruction and I choose to do nothing about them. Where I 
live,  I am surrounded by five mining houses and yet people struggle 
to find employment, especially the locals. Overpopulation that is pro-
moted by mining employees in the form of tenants and overflowing 
of job seekers from around the Southern African region. 

My aspirations in life is to strive for change. I want to achieve a 
doctorate in law by the time I reach 40 years.  To help open doors 
that have been closed since. Doors to education, bursaries, cadet-
ships and learnerships. To help pave a smooth way for the generation 
that comes after me. Be a mentor that I never had and help people 
take good choices in life. I want books and history to be written in my 
name, and to build a legacy that will last a lifetime. A legacy by been 
a player in the educational mentorship. The change that I want to see 
in my community as a result of my activism work is to see surround-
ing mines and the municipality investing more in the education of the 
residents. I want to see professionals coming out of my community 
as a result of my work. I wantto  see Rustenburg having its first cam-
pus of a university and members of my community being part of the 
management of the campus.

/\ \/

/ Bua mc
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THabo elToN NCube

My dream is to see change in my community more especially when 
it comes to equality and discrimination and exploitation to poor peo-
ple, who are lacking knowledge.

My frustrations is that sometimes I feel like it’s just a waste of time 
to try and achieve or attain goals because of the system we are in that 
is being controlled by business corporations.

My community is the community that is dedicated in trying and 
bringing about change though they are lacking knowledge. They are 
not ignorant, they are good listeners and they need a professional 
who can teach them on how to build a strong community power.  My 
community’s frustration is that they tend to report environmental 
crime to wrong departments and wrong people and get frustrated on 
why those departments are not responding to their complaints. I am 
an activist because  its is the price I am paying for living, I am a human 
rights activist, an environmental activist because I believe that if I left 
the world to continue abusing animal life , continue degrading the 
environment, we won’t have a planet. I am not a political person, I 
care passionately about equal rights, I care about human rights, I care 
about animal rights. 

Activism is the price I am paying for living, I am an activist.

BrIAn MASuKu

I’m interested in many things and being an employee is not really 
my plan but I have to be as I need money. I live in a township that is 
surrounded by mines and firms but most of the youth in my commu-
nity are unemployed, including myself. Most of our youth survive by 
driving taxis, working in in a car wash and selling drugs. There is a 
high demand for drugs in my community and I think it is because of 
the unemployment, people have nothing to do except smoke.

What I like about my community Is that we don’t experience many 
conflicts which simply tells me that we corporate and have respect 
for each other. We are just disappointed by poverty. Our dream is 
having proper jobs, helping our youth to stop using drugs and re-
ceiving all the services that the municipality have to provide us with, 
clean drinkable water, proper roads and parks.But I think that won’t 
be possible because of all the corruption happening in the municipal-
ity and the leading party. But I still have hope that things will change.

Crime is another problem that we are having and is caused by 
unemployment which it can be solved by simply employing people 
who are really willing to work as we are having many mines. The only 
problem is that most of the employees are not from around, even 
general workers, because the employer’s claims that people from 
around are not qualified. What we can do is shut them down so that 
they can start over and employ the people from around first because 
they are the ones who suffer the repercussions of mining and still 
they don’t receive any royalties.

WIllIAM JIYAne

I am an activist for the struggle of Africans in Africa. The suffering 
of the African child creates a sleeplessness in my mind. Nothing but 

myself to suffer and sacrifice for Africa to be free. I feel pain everyday 
for the destruction of culture in Maritzkop and other areas, pain as 
they fool our people about jobs.

My dream is that one day we must tell our own stories. I dream 
that the government can work for their own people. I dream that 
the oppressed masses could stay light and think carefully, I dream 
that landless people to have back their land regardless of what’s hap-
pening.

My frustration is that the government continues to destroy our 
culture; my frustration is that we don’t have a foreign policy and I 
am frustrated that we cannot name the price of gold, diamond, coal 
and platinum. I am frustrated that all the minerals don’t work for us; 
we cannot do anything about poaching of our animals, that our next 
generation won’t see ubhejane.

My community are the beggars to the politicians, they are given 
falls hope by our councilors, Our community is the play ground for 
politicians. We are being divided by politicians of today. 

Our dream is that Africa should remove all the gum trees back to 
Australia, our dream is to restore our culture and responsibility and 
freedom. Our dream is to restore our sense of responsibility and ca-
pability.

Our frustration is that our culture has been destroyed by our gov-
ernment and their business friends, the government kill our people 
when they want just little money like the old days of apartheid.

SABelo SKoSAnA

After winning the battle against apartheid our government forgot 
about comrades. They have taken our democracy under capitalism 
so that big companies and political leaders benefit their pockets and 
own corporations.  Workers and peasants in South Africa still work 
very hard and are very poor especially in the rural areas.

On the issue of the environment, the system allowed capitalists 
to come and destroy our land telling us they are creating job oppor-
tunities. As activists who sit in Mpumalanga province the place sur-
rounded with mines and power stations, I notice big impacts caused 
by these two  companies. There is a shortage of water and we breath 
polluted air. 

All these issues caused by our leaders who act for their own ben-
efit. This is why  I am saying democracy worked for those who lead 
the country and those capitalists. So let South Africa go for socialism.

I quote Chris Hani “what right do I have to hold back, to rest, to 
preserve my health, to have time with my family, when there are oth-
er people who are no longer alive when they have sacrificed what is 
precious”. Socialism is the answer.

SIBAnYonI KenneTh

When I was young I liked to eat, was scared when I started school, 
I hated to play soccer, I liked crying and liked to beat other children. 
When I was young I was naughty, I herded goats and cattle and I used 
to see myself being poor, I didn’t like playing with other kids because 
I was violent and used to hunt and shoot birds even now I still do the 
same hunting. Children where I live smoke drugs and teenage preg-
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nancy is also a problem. 
I never liked to sit next to my father because he will always ask me 

about school work which I never liked. I only started to enjoy school 
when I was in standard 7.

MAhlAngu nonKululeKo

I am an activist and stay at Newtown area. I was born in 1994 April 
21st. I started school at Thushanang Primary School when I was 7 
years old. My arm was broken when I was young and  too playful and 
liked playing ‘Brickfall’ which was the cause of my broken arm. At 
school kids started teasing me calling me “ice cream” because of the 
hand and it made me to be bully and grow up being a bully.

I don’t like people who don’t respect other people, who think they 
know it all and who think they are better than others.  My dream 
goal is to be successful in life, live my own life with my family and be 
happy in life. I want to have my own business and a successful one.

ColleN Jolobe

I am Collen Jolobe from Emalahleni. I live in a township called Zone 
14. In my community we face a problem like drugs also crime and all 
of this is due to unemployment.

My thrill is to work with the environmental groups. In my com-
munity we live next to industries which affect us by the unclean air 
that we breathe.There are also landfill sides which can be turned for 
greening purposes. 

I want to see those who are doing drugs being rehabilitated, find-
ing something better to do like going to community center’s for activ-
ities which will build up their talents/ careers. I have a dream to turn 
my community become a better community where future leaders are 
born. I believe that all of us can make these world a better place.

It is in all of us that we come together to bring about change to 
these things that we see in our communities.

MIddelBUrg envIronMentAl JUstICe network

noMSA nTulI

I am an activist in my community because I always help the unem-
ployed and those who are drug addicts, alcoholics and those who 
need and social grants. That’s why I call myself an activist.

My dream as an activist is to help everyone who strives for suc-
cess and I wish to see all of our youth working, living happy lives. My 
frustration with my community, River Side, is that every 3 or 4 days 
the sewerage pipe blocks or blasts and the municipality takes days 
not attending to problem. The community in the area is harmed by 
all the germs and the air pollution. Sometimes, the water that we 
are drinking is not good, it is very dirty. When you drink the water an 
hour later you get a running tummy. They cut the electricity without 
consulting the communities and they sometimes don’t collect waste 
for about days. They only come to our community where people are 
harmed and the community is filled with a stinking smell.

TheMBA MAShIYAne KA MngunI

I am an activist, I grew up in the area of gangsters, I could see my 
neighbors stabbing another for different reasons. Gogo Dube and 
Gogo Mokwena were selling beer, police would come and take their 
beer arrest them. Hostel dwellers would come and drink, singing tra-
ditional songs, dancing, the police would come and arrest them, the 
Dube brothers were men about town, every time they comeback you 
will hear loud music, but it would  all end with a fight. The elders 
who were staying at the hostel were not from around, you could tell 
from their language. Most of them were working at RMS which is 
now called Columbus stainless steel. 

My conscience began to question me about the smoke that was 
coming out of the big chimneys or pipes in the mines and factories, 
why some of my friends are staying in the 4 roomed houses? My 
conscience questioned me why my friends were staying in the shacks 
(emikhukhwini).

 I believed that the mines, banks and other strategic sectors of the 
economy should be nationalised so that we can build houses for all. 
My dream was that all mines which were killing us and our rivers 
slowly with acid mine drainage, air pollution, would be closed. They 
should stop mining because they are destroying our environment. 

We are not working, no money to go to school, crime and drug 
abuse is killing our dreams. This big companies they are not doing 
anything to develop our township, skill development etc. Revolution 
is not necessarily defined by revolutionary socialist as violence but a 
complete dismantling and rapid transformation of all areas of class, 
society led by majority of working class.

The consciousness of those who earn a wage the proletariat would 
be molded by their condition of wage slavery, leading a tendency to 
seek their emancipation by overthrowing ownership of the means 
of economic order ending the role of capitalism class, leading even-
tually the classless society. Politics and environment are inseparable 
twins.

KheThIle JIYAne

I am an activist scared to queue in lines with my children seeing 
other patients who are sick. My frustration is seeing more young and 
old people infected by HIV/ AIDS and without knowledge. Every year 
people are educated about HIV/AIDS and taking their medication. 
Most people are afraid of going to the clinics and collecting their 
medications. I see these people almost every day of my life. 

The disease is very bad in such a way that older people don’t want 
to queue for long lines waiting for their medications because some of 
them also take medication for diabetic and high blood. Some feel em-
barrassed when in the queue because they queue for long hours and 
are not separated from other patients. I feel this is not right because 
it makes people feel uncomfortable.

The service delivery at the clinics is not good and as an activist I feel 
that older people should be separated from the youth and children 
for confidentiality purpose. The old people’s rights are being violated 
in all the clinics. Middelburg in not taking care of the patients’ rights 
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and treating them fairly and with dignity. Suggestion boxes are there 
and we as communities we write but the situation doesn’t change. 

TShePo VIlAne

 Democracy came and It listed equality in the land of South Africa 
for 22 years. It was proclaiming in my ears but what I see is a scope in 
the graph. We where freed physically but mentally and economically 
are still in the war zone. I am so depending on or what democracy has 
promised to do and give us hope according to the constitution, to live 
according to it. My rights have been minimized in the government by 
the kind of employees that are being hired. My heart is broken by the 
betrayal of trust by politicians, government and even NGO’s.

My communities’ dream is to have a reliable leader. In local gov-
ernment elections, you vote for a particular someone and the munic-
ipal department gives the other. If transparency could occur nation-
ally and provincially the local government can be the same with no 
corruption, favoritism etc. 

We would like to have our solar panel and have a safe electricity 
forever. The mines are destroying us slowly.  We would like to see 
investment in young people to engage in agriculture. We would like 
to see young people complete their matrics, to be supported to start 
their own business.

Our frustrations are to go and stand in an election queue, being 
burned by the sun all day and end up you voice not being heard. We 
are against the breaking of the constitution of South Africa either 
by the councilor or the president, ordinary man or minister in the 
department or parliament. 

 We are frustrated with police officials who are supposed to protect 
us and end up brutally violating us. When our concerns are brought 
to the government politely and they turn their heads away to look at 
them and force us to protest violently towards them.

VICTor MdlulI

I am an activist by birth born from a genealogy of farmers and edu-
cationist from both parents. A culture infused my genes as a student 
and by practice. Through mainstream education in lower grade, com-
pleted by Roman Catholic JMB learning with different South Africans 
and whites from abroad during apartheid.

 I got involved  during 1985/6 uprisings. My home  was used as 
a meeting place by elders, commanders and fathers. Political, so-
cio-economic discussions, sleepless nights, hard farm work, physical 
training and learning kindled a mind bombarded with high dreams 
beyond age but I was forced to tertiary education against joining the 
MK ( the liberation army).

My frustration diversifies from communal political intolerance 
even in parliament. Socio-economic ills as in unfounded protection 
orders, divorces, misguided court decisions and child molestations. 
Learning respect for traditional and cultural way of life as back-
ward,tears me apart. Less activity by my age group and more by the 
younger generation make me wonder what the future will be like. 

High level of job losses, drug, alcohol and substance abuse, hu-
man trafficking and mobbing, genetically modified food, blinded ill 

respect of human body and soul and that of both animal and nature 
as a whole make me sick. The growing level of obesity disease and 
suicides in youth brought by the western way of living is bad. Mother 
earth now shows how fragile we are because of our own doings. Agri-
culture and agri-processing is seen as taboo for means of living. What 
a shame. The physically challenged and elderly are placed in their 
own world. We still use the offensive “black majority and white mi-
nority sentence”, the rich and those in power widened the gap from 
the poor. Corruption is rife that even the youth see stealing as a way 
to get rich due to lack of active involvement, spiraled by mediocrity 
and stealing of peoples initiative.

Lack of  service delivery and ignorance by our local, provincial and 
government officials with related structures is worsening even in the 
community. High level of drug trafficking coupled with alcoholism 
and substance abuse moreover child pregnancy and aids, leave the 
community in a cross road. Diminishing respect for nature and elders 
worsen day by day. Unemployment, an everyday topic perpetuated 
by government promoting dependency. 

The town is small and growing at low pace against people migrat-
ing in numbers daily. Mining and industry too slowed down, poor 
health, health care gets worse even by bad planning or maintenance 
even the sewer and waste management.

Against all these, we are a highly focused community. Everyone 
wants to live in harmony in respect of indigenous cultures. We all 
need to see low rate of unemployment hoping something to wake up 
for. We see the advantage of “teach one teach all’ slogan. We want 
the mining and industry held liable for their actions. More youth or 
communal involvement is looming. Parents want it, a reality against 
ignorance. All want to keep the town winning awards because we 
have realized the benefit thereof.
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SuSAn MorABA / MPuMAlAngA

I am an activist, born as nobody but being somebody today
I am an activist, I am a leader with passion
Living in a challenged, disadvantaged, stripped community
A less perfect soldier fighting without weapons
Feared for personality trying to prosecute reality
I am a change maker, a community leader with vision
I fear nothing for I am fearless
I live by the rules of my heart not mind 
Because the mind is easily poisoned and 
The heart hard to get 

Dreaming of change in my community
Dreaming of the impossible possibilities brought by politics & 
corporates 
Politicians & corporations that poisoned our minds rather 
damaged our brains
Brainwashed our medulla oblongata with wet tight knots
Knots that won’t be untied, tied till dry, tired & torn apart
Living for lies, struggling to survive, suffering torture, 
Suffocating for freedom, trembling for the truth  
Dropping down, drowning deep, dwindling gradually 
Dragged down and controlled like toys
With our hopes hanged, destroyed & destructed

Waiting & hoping for the better life for all
Dreaming of developments whilst being destroyed
Dreaming freeing from slavery whilst fleeing for our life’s
Demands damaged, rights rated, our voices violated
Services sacrificed, mankind mined, promises prolonged
Composed compromised, food faked
Environment vandalized, lands lost, soil soled
Frustrated by the friction of fracking & cracked houses
Lost because of losing hope
Losing action, losing activism, losing, losing, losing…

In reality an activist always bounces back…
that’s why I am an activist

/\ \/

ZAnele STuurMAn / Free STATe

I’ve chosen to Fight 
In this brutality, In this era,
You still exploit my home, your home, our ancestral home?
In this absurdity, in this materialistic world I call home, 
You still want to gain more? 
You still dig it out of its own depth? 
You still long to see my people die of your silicosis? 
I mean, don’t you get enough of destroying this land? 
In this gone crazy world, 
You’ve chosen your serving, 
You’ve chosen your duty,. 
You’ve chosen your materialistic path... 
And in this world, I have chosen to fight you... 
I have chosen to fight you even if it feels like a lost war...
I have chosen to fight you even though it seems lunatic for 
me to fight a man of your caliber...
I have chosen to fight the exploitations that my people go 
through... 
I have chosen the path of an Activist, and I will serve it with 
my all... 
 I will sweat, I will dream of winning this endless battle.. 
I will heavily sweat my way to the end line of a non polluted 
home, 
l heavily smile my way to a home that is not destructed by 
your petty mining companies..

/\ \/

leBohAng MoTSoArI / VAAl

I chose protest poetry
I didn’t choose love poetry
I could write about the beautiful landscape and nice clouds but 
the pollution blocks my view and gives me writers block
I could write about the good work of women in South Africa 
but the system abuses them and they have to carry water from 
far places.
I could write about the beautiful Vaal river but toxins are mess-
ing up the beauty and kills precious water life.
I could write about the sun moon and stars but the global 
warming makes me hate the sun.
I could write about one of the best constitutions in the world 
but that implementation and community participation is lack-
ing.
I could write about the development in the country but infor-
mal settlements makes me wonder what people deserve to 
live in a pit hole toilet.
I chose protest poetry that you don’t get to see on the sugar 
coated media visuals.

I chose protest poetry

I chose protest poetry
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rhonA reIT 

My activism is to bring about change in my community and to 
change how our system works in South Africa. We are with  injustice 
in our communities, we have environmental challenges in my town 
Sasolburg. Our town not clean enough and justice is not being done 
in our municipality.

 My hope is to bring change and solidarity amongst the Zamdela 
youth that when we stand together and share information we can 
beat corruption which is taking place in Sasolburg. We want to ed-
ucate women and children, youth and the disabled people. It is a 
shame if I may say so because there is no transparency in our munic-
ipality. It is up to us the youth to change the system and how people 
think by teaching our community members about their rights and 
environmental policies and the law as it state in the Bill of Rights

My frustration is that we have big industries in our community in 
Sasolburg. They do not admit to their wrong doing as they are con-
tributing large scale air pollution and contaminate our water and yet 
they keep shifting the blame on communities. They say  that we are 
burning waste and tyres  and are responsible for indoor pollution. 
This is not the absolute truth. We know that  our contribution to pol-
lution is  is about 9%. Our municipality is turning a blind eye to this, 
they are refusing to fight off the industries.

Our government is falling to support us. They are giving away our 
land to foreign corporations and  allowing them to extract our re-
sources and minerals and yet our president says it is good for our 
economy.  But once they have mined they leave us with the accumu-
lative impacts which are sink holes and water contaminations and 
air pollution which leads to health impacts. And they create division 
amongst us at the ground level. 

My dream is to see equality. South Africa is over 21 years of free-
dom as yet it does not feel like we are free.  We are still enslaved 
mentally and caged in our own country, why is it that we are still 
voting where as there is no justice here in South Africa?

ThulI KhuMAlo 

Daily life ups and downs, strenuous jobs and commitments, and 
expectations are one of the issues that inconvenience us as people.

My dream: To council people through counselling as a social work-
er.  I would enable people to talk about the issues and intervene in  
lives of those suffer unaware or afraid to speak out. 

My dream is rather shunned by the frustrations of living in a poorly 
disadvantaged community; lack of employment and skills for people 
of Boipatong while surrounded by steel firms.  Mostly people are suf-
fering from air, water and land pollution being impacts of the steel 
firms.  People suffer from chronic diseases from which they are un-
aware but caused by one factory “Mittal Steel” being the largest steel 
mill around town focusing on profits than bringing development in 
Boipatong.  Mittal Steel is also one of the major contributors of PM₂.₅ 
and SO₂ which are gases considered to be harmful to peoples’ health.

People are clueless. They need a voice.
What I would want for my community is that these major compa-

nies coming into the area offering community development, job op-

portunities, health facilities, and education funds.  These companies 
should be able to fund programmes implemented for the rehabilita-
tion of environmental impact in the community.  They should also be 
able to raise environmental awareness because they are the cause to 
the struggles in communities.

These companies should consult with people in communities on 
how to address issues of concern and must provide information leaf-
lets on how they are to prevent or rehabilitate the environmental 
impacts.  

As a social activist, I would use tools such as social media plat-
forms, awareness campaigns, marches, movements to tackle ongo-
ing issues.  I will continue to engage with my community teach them 
on the struggle themes like “Nothing about us, without us”.  I will 
continue to fight for people’s right proper living conditions.  The peo-
ple make up community and must be taken to heart.       

leBohAng MoTSoArI

My name is Lebohang Motsoari from Bophelong, a township in 
Vanderbijlpark on the banks of the Vaal river in the south end of 
Gauteng province where we have a big steel corporate called Arce-
lorMittal Vanderbijlpark Works.

As a youngster I wanted to study medicine and become a doctor. 
This changed when I was introduced to drama and poetry in 2002 at 
high School. My love for drama led me to joining Tsebo Educational 
Centre, a very progressive organization that based its work around 
community development. We had such a brilliant leader who I ad-
mire for the skills and education he gave to us as youth. I dedicate this 
article to Thandekile “do as I do”  Dodo, may his soul rest in peace.

At the organization I learnt more about socio-economic and polit-
ical issues facing my community. As young as I was I participated in 
campaigns around issues such as free education, Anti Privatization, 
sustainable development, anti pollution and gender equality.

I became interested in being part of the community struggles be-
cause I saw the suffering around me such as unemployment, pollu-
tion and the conditions the people in informal settlements live un-
der. It is during my involvement that I came to realize that capitalism 
makes rich people richer and poor people poorer. This led me to con-
clude that capitalism is bad and socialism is good.

Frustration brought forth by the system has made people de-
pressed, power and resources hungry and this hinders the growth 
and progress of organizations fighting the injustices of the system. 
This frustration has swallowed many activists and has caused the de-
mise of many organizations.

In light of all these frustrations Activist should remain upright and 
loyal to the cause. They should guard against personal interest and 
together we should come up with new strategies for a new era. Some 
of the strategies should be media. Art can also be used for social 
change as it proved to be effective in the past e.g. anti-Apartheid 
struggle.

Another world is possible
Aluta Continua

vaaL
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VICTorIA rIeT

When I became an activist and joined other activists since 2013, 
I would first visit their meetings to see how they operate.  This was 
to my liking. Young people were talking about bringing change in our 
land, our community, our country and the environment.  All of this 
sounded  a “wow dream” only if or when you don’t understand how 
activists talk .  

Change is what we aspire for  as we  are the people on the ground 
who suffer the  consequences of  poverty, no development and lack 
of good education. The unemployment rate rises every year, while 
communities suffer from air pollution daily. This is a serious problem 
in my community. People look for jobs. They get sick form air pollu-
tion.

Our leaders at high places always talk about bringing change and 
new developments to our communities, which does not even hap-
pen. They give communities false hopes.  

But up to this far how long shall the people wait?  When will the 
false hopes come to an end?  

But what good is waiting when there is no change and communi-
ties are being used more over...

What we need is to stand together as one to fight for what is right-
fully ours. in our lifetime. 

As an activist I have hope and so do all other activists.  I believe 
activism is all about hope and not about age, because age does not 
matter in the activist world.  All of our common interest is based on 
community development, positive change in our society and jobs. All 
of this will not come over a night, but surely can happen at some 
stage.  

So as I say “I am an activist because the community’s struggle is my 
struggle I am part of the community”

/\ \/

/ veJa
VAAL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE
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