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 CHROME MINING IN 

SEKHUKHUNE

 

“illegal” chrome mining is taking place in  

many villages in Sekhukhune Limpopo. 

Investors from outside the community are 

making deals with local people to dig around 

the villages for soil containing chrome. These 

are very big investors and they operate 

secretly and are not legal.  

The chrome is taken to Maputo in 

Mozambique and from there exported to 

Korea and China. 

The poor in the village have joined in, they dig 

by hand.  They sell this chrome for R300 or 

about 30 dollars at time.   

Mputi Thobejane from Modimolle reports 

that “the citizens of Ga-Maroga village dig 

illegal chrome because they have a problem 

of unemployment and skills. 75% of these are 

ladies.” 

 Katlego Malesa reports  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I talked to an unemployed man who I found 

digging the ore in his own yard in  

Makgopa village, yesterday.  When asked why 

and whether he is aware of the danger and 

health risks to himself, his family and the 

neighbourhood, he said he really does not 

care because he does not have a choice, since 

there is lack of unemployment this was a way 

out of poverty. 

This is very dangerous practise. There is no 

protective equipment. 

We know of people from the village who have 

died. The one died when he was trapped by a 

truck. The other died when the hole he was 

digging collapsed and he was buried by the 

soil. Many people have suffered injuries. This 

illegal chrome mining is destroying our 

environment. The holes that are dug are not 

covered up and is a danger especially to 

children and cattle in the village.   

 Moshabi Selowa reports  

“ l meet two gentleman from the Mampa 

community who claimed to have lost their 

cattle. Mr Ramoshaba and Mr Phasha feel 

disappointed by the illegal chrome mining and 

say since last year cattle owners have lost 

about 25 cattle in all. The other issue is that 

digging in their fields results in livestock being 

unable to  cross over the grazing land. They 

even fall inside the deep holes dug. Chrome is 

mined at the river source which doesn’t allow 

the river to flow anymore. 

July 2018 
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Many sites which are important for our 

heritage are being destroyed. People are 

digging in grave yards. Sacred mountain sites 

where our initiations schools are located are 

being mined.   

Some in the community want to organise this 

mining in a legal way with support from 

government and legal investors. However 

illegal investors from outside have divided the 

community and created conflict. 

The government and police is very aware of 

this illegal mining.  

For a long time, they did nothing. Recently 

they confiscated trucks and machines, but 

often people get them back. It has been 

reported in the local newspapers that many 

traditional leaders, government officials, 

politicians and police are benefiting from this 

illegal mining.  

The most important reasons why we cannot 

solve this problem is that the big political 

leaders are very close to the corporations. The 

smaller leaders, some traditional leaders now 

are benefiting from the illegal investors and 

the community is divided because some are 

earning immediate cash.  

The only solution is for government and all 

sections of the community to come together 

and talk about ways in there can be 

community ownership over all mining both 

big and small. 

 

The Divide and Rule Weakens 

Community's attempts for Unity  
 Residents of Monametse Community, a 

Village in Limpopo province are at 

loggerheads over the illegal chrome mining 

taking place in the village. Over the past 

weeks the community held several meetings 

with a hope of uniting the whole residents to 

be one and strong with similar goals. The 

hunger for money and power has seen some 

of the community members being bribed 

(those with close ties to InDuna) by investors 

to support them into defying community's 

wishes of looking for an legal investors. 

 With new mining development coming to the 

village, the community now finds it hard to 

elect the structure/ committee that will 

engage with the new developer (Bauba 

Platinum) which seeks to extend its current 

operation into the village. Some of community 

members on conditions of anonymity have 

stressed that, they community has for the 

past years missed out on prosperous benefits 

from mining companies as a results of this 

tensions between themselves. The 

community has for the past two days (10&11) 

held meetings with an aim of resolving the 

matters but the indunas have refused to be 

part all the meetings. 

Story by: Gilbert Moela 

 

 

 

On 18/05/2018 at Royal House of 

MagadimaneNtweng they were relocating 

two graves that  were found on the road 

between Serafa and Makobakobe, the graves 

don't have names, they leaved behind by 

Twickenham Mine the time they relocate  

graves. 

The graves were found by the contractors that 

have started to make the road. They saw a big 

bone when they continue they realise that 

there are some more bones between the 2 

villages Serafa and Makobakobe (Dikganong 
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Section). The contractors went to the royal 

house to report. It is anonymous grave so 

they decide to bury the bones at the royal 

house yard. We hope one day the family will 

find the grave and connect to the ancestors. 

Because most of us believe in connecting to 

our ancestors 

Story by: Tokelo Mahlakoane 

  

 

As 
I told u that we are going to deal with 
Plaat reef which is  called Ivan Plaat 
mine now. if it wasn't this  mine this 
HUMAN BONES  would not be 
exposed like this. It's almost 2 years 
now. In September 2017 I opened the 
case against Land reform, 
Mogalakwena municipality and the 
chief L.V Kekana because the sew plant 
is under construction at Mokopane. 

The community of Mokopane was not 
consultant. Sam they lost their farming 
area without compensation. As I'm 
telling u this story BOSS of mine 
ROBERT FRIETLAND he is proud to 
tell the media that he is giving 
Mogalakwena municipality 35 Billion 
to complete the sew  plant project. on 
Tuesday 22 May we will be having a 
meeting with CEO of SAHRA in cape 
town, to demand a Swiss work order to 
stop all the an low full activities. The 
SAHRA office at Pretoria under 
Nkosazana Mashete failed the 
community of Mokopane. It hurts me 
most cause I pass this road now and 
then when going to the farm. It’s a 
trauma to me sometimes I could not 
hardly sleep. 

Story by: Margret Molomo 

WATER CRISISS  

WATER SCARECITY AT GA-MAMPA 

 

 At Ga-mampa , we were having water 

problems but now that problem is solved 

because community donated R20.00 per 

household for transportation to the office of 

municipal , they were there at municipal 

office to tell them about the problem that we 

have and after seven days the municipal 

workers arrived at our place to fix the pump 

of our borehole . 

And now we drink clean water from our dam , 

we are no longer buying 20 litres per day from 

neighbours 
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 We were having shortage of water from 

October last year. 

Our community leader they are the ones that 

visited municipal offices (chief and his royal 

council). 

Idea of contribution came from our royal 

house. 

There was no argument about contributing 

because we knew is for our own benefits. 

Money was collected by royal council. 

It made plus minus 2000. Some didn't 

contribute. 

Our royal council told them about our 

problem and in about seven days municipal 

workers came and fix our pump. 

Story by: Eunice Mampa 

  

 

Onverwatcht is an urban location in Lephalale 

facing terrible water situation. The 

Community Police Forum (CPF ) took the 

initiative to try alleviate the problems that are 

currently being experienced. MASSHIRE came 

to rescue with water tanker that they donated 

water to residents and Guesthouses around 

Onverwatcht area. 

Approximately 32000 litres of water was 

delivered at present. We hope that the 

municipality will soon be reconnecting water 

to these problematic areas. Although this is 

not part of CPF mandate but feel that the 

community need to receive required service 

delivery. 

BY Francina Nkosi 

 

While still busy doing Healthy survey we 

found people gathering at Tap for fetching 

water. They were men who were doing that, 

they said the water came once a week from 

Dam that made by Fetakgomo Municipality 

around 2005-2006. What is there the 

community said, where there's a Dam people 

dig chrome there we are afraid because a 

chrome is very dangerous What if some of the 

chemicals of chrome goes in the dam and our 

municipality doesn't come to purify/ samples 

the water in the dam. 

Story by Tokelo Mahlakoane 

The District Of Sekhukhune Still 

Lack Access To Clean Water 

 In 2015 when de hoop dam was launched the 

villages in Sekhukhune were happy not 

knowing that the dam was not made to supply 

them. De hoop dam is the biggest dam in our 

region that is supplying the mines in our area.  

Despite the pollution that mines do in our 

rivers they fail just to give the poor 

communities clean water. The purpose of the 

dam is to enable extraction of rich minerals 

deposit in the eastern Limpopo. When I spoke 

to some of the people who stays in the near 

by villages it's a shame because they think 

that the government don't care about 

communities, "the mines destroy our heritage 

and rivers and they also don't even want to 

supply us with this water it is useless to have 

this dams because does not benefit us." The 

communities are left in this frustration. This 

happened also in the Lebalelo water supply 

that is supplying water in the mines such as 

Twickenham, Marula and many more in 

Burgersfort area but when communities ask 

the mines to supply them with the water the 

mines don't  want to do that and say they will 

drill borehole for communities. 

Story by Mmathapelo Thobejane  
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COMMUNITY MARCH TO THE MINE  (Ivan 

Plaat) 

Community alerts/Margret Molomo 

/Limpopo, Mokopane/09-05-2018 

 At Mokopane Limpopo It was a great day for 

the community of Mokopane,  Ndebele tribe 

went Adv   join them on a Grand Match to 

lvan Plaat mine .Advocate Nel forces the 

DMR,DWA and the Environmental 

department for site inspection. Adv Nel has 

taken all criminal Case’s that we have opened 

against Plaat reef as I have said before that 

the mine is operating illegally. 

 Also we found that the baffa zone is less than 

500m from the village houses. We handed 

over the memorandum to Verner and he 

signed the memorandum. 

Story by: Margret Molomo 

 

TRUCKS 

ANGRY COMMUNITY BURNED TRUCKS 

Angry residence of Ga-Seleka village 

protesting against the removal of Chief 

Seleka (Phetogo). Four arrested after 

three trucks were touched last night in 

Lephalale, the community used the trucks 

to barricade the R572 near Phalala River 

between Mothlasedi and Seleka. 

Story by: Andries Mocheko  

  

BLASTING IS RUINING COMMUNITY’S 

HOUSES 

At Ga-Mampa Sefateng chrome mine is 

blasting on 500m but they didn't consult 

anyone and the affected people are still 

waiting for consultation and they are afraid to 

go to the mine because there is still court 

interdicts which said 'if anyone interrupt or 

enter their premises without any permission 

would be prosecuted' that blasting took place 

on Friday it was about 17:00 late , their 

blasting was horrible and cause lot of noise 

and vibration , the affected people went to 

DMR but still there is nothing happening to 

show that DMR cares about safety of the 

people ( meaning they don't care about our 

safety which is wrong) and cracks on the 

houses which falls under 500m are worse than 

before but no one is willing to fix them . 

 Story by Eunice Mampa 
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Dumping is  killer  

A 6 years old boy was going to school 
when he came across to a 
cockroaches killing bait powder and 
thought it a drink o pop sweet 
aid  powder during the lesson a 
teacher saw him with this powder 
they don't know that he ate it or not 
they took him to the clinic help. 
When asked where he got the powder 
he got from the self made dumping 
next to the school corner where the 
community dump anything. It heart 
breaking because it not the first time 
and the community don't care they 
keep on dumping. Not having a 
secured dumping site it a huge 
problem because every it dumping 
anywhere they feel like dumping and 
it not safe for our kids. 

Story by: Tshepo Sibiya 

 

 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIONS 

LIVESTOCK OWNERS MEET MINE 

MANAGEMENT  

Community alerts/Mmathapelo 

Thobejane/Limpopo, Ditoebeleng/16-05-2018 

 On 26/04/2018 Livestock owners 

representative, SEJN (Sekhukhune 

Environmental Justice Network) and 

(Benchmarks Foundation)BMF representative 

Eric and Joseph  had a meeting at Moopetsi 

offices of Twickenham mine.  This meeting 

was a follow up of the meeting that SEJN  had 

early in April where the Social Performance 

manager of Twickenham told us that the 

livestock owners need to submit the lab test 

results before they can give them 

compensation of the livestock that died in 

their stream.   

The meeting was a success and we manage to 

hold them accountable and tell the 

management to keep their promises the SPM 

told us they will book a meeting for us to 

meet General manager of the mine Deen 

Breet and we agreed that the meeting must 

be attended by the representative of livestock 

owners and SEJN because it's been long time 

the Manager told us that he is communicating 

with the GM. We will be meeting the General 

Manager of Twickenham before the end of 

this month.  Thanks to the BMF team for the 

support. ✊🏿✊🏿✊🏿 

Story by: Mmathapelo Thobejane 

 

SOCIAL AND LOBOUR PLAN CONSULTATION 

Community alerts/ Andries Mocheko 

/Limpopo, Lephalale /05-05-2018 

Lephalale Local Municipality Mayor Jack 

Maeko welcomes attendants and opens the 

Proposal Social and Labour Plan consultation 

session at Mogol Club. 

He says many people perceive the current 

government as corrupt because most leaders 

engage in conversations for their own interest 

instead of advancing interests of the 

community. Lephalale Municipality Mayor 

Jack Maeko was invited all structures in 

Lephalale, Stakeholders, Community 

Structures and Tribal Authorities Purpose of 

the meeting was community of Lephalale 

engage on Exxaro SLP 
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Story by Andries Mocheko 

 

 

We as the community of 
Malengine section finally 
achieved our destiny, after three 
years of waiting Anglo - Bokoni 
platinum mine agreed to 
demolished houses. 

We now started with four houses 
which were badly damaged. 
However, the community 
members believed that the new 
foundation were there cause, we 
chosen new foundation called 
rough foundation which we 
believe will be much better than 
first once. 

The building work will start soon 
as we were busy with medical 
procedure, early this week 
building contract will begins. The 
road staff and refurbishing will 
also push their work, and some 
community members are 
benefiting from subcontracts.  

By Moshabi Selowa 
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TSHEDIMOSHO  

CONTACTS DETAILS 

 

SEJN: Mmathapelo Thobejane 079 

623 5248 

WWAO: Francina Nkosi 072 877 

9972 

WEJF: Andries Mocheko 078 

9295413 

SCMAC: Elton Thobejane 072 513 

5229 

MCW: Selowa Mosabi 064 630 5661 

IYP: Tshepo Sibiya 076 587 0491 

 

 

Blog: tsedimosho.blogspot. 

Facebook: Tshedimosho 

 

 

This News letter is produced by 

Sekhukhune Environmental Justice Network 

(SEJN) 

Waterberg Environmental Justice Forum 
(WEJF) 

Sekhukhune Combined Mining Affected 

Communities) 

Itumeleng Youth Project (IYP) 

Mmalingine Corruption Watch (MCW) 

Waterberg Women Advocacy Organization 

(WWAO) 

With the support of the Bench-Marks 

Foundation Community Monitors Program 

Please see our blog on the website 

Tshedimosho.blogspot.com 

http://communitymonitors.net 

Download our App: “Action Voices” 

 

  

  

 

 


	The Divide and Rule Weakens Community's attempts for Unity

