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Promise Mabilo, VEJMA, Mpumalanga Emalahl-
eni, Community Alerts- 2018/04/17

Emalahleni, highveld region in Mpumalanga prov-
ince the Air Quality was declared by the Minister 
in 2007 that is a High priority area(HPA) the air 
quality is not good. So that shows people living in 
the area are at risk in their health being their right 
to health is violated this leads to more children’s 
and elders sick.
I am 23 years of age. I relocated in Emalahleni in 
2002 when I was 8 years because my mom was 
also staying here from Nelspruit, I started school-
ing at Sphendulwe primary school everything was 

just fine and I was in grade 3,in 2005 when I was 
doing grade 6 my life completely change I started 
to get sick all the time my mom will always take 
me to the clinic sometimes twice a week and I will 
be absent at school for couple of days. It got worse 
in 2008 I was in and out of my classes, my mom  
took me to the clinic as she was not working a 
good job to take me to private doctors, I get worse 
so she forced to consult a private doctor is where-
by the doctor said I’ve got a bronchitis asthma 
it was very hard for me I repeated grade 10 four 
times as I was unable to attend classes like others.

Asthma oppresses us in Coal Mining  Highveld 
Region



By Promise Mabilo

The doctor told my mom that I must not 
rely on the spray as I was not born with 
asthma. He said that  his children are suffer-
ing while they are in Emalahleni but when 
they are in KZN they are well t and hey 
don’t take medication he added . It is  the 
air that is the problem not our lungs.

Community alerts, Vusi Lawrence Mabaso, 
Emalahleni Empumelelweni, 2018/05/18

Asthmatic problem is destroying young and 
old people at Emalahleni especially in the 
area called Vosman because of the mines 
surrounding the area. Though the National 
Air Quality Officer declared the Highveld 
as the HPA in 2007 nothing has been done 
to control the air quality, but more mines 
are being opened. This young boy named 
Fezokuhle Lungelo Mbatha aged 03 is suf-
fering from asthma since he was born. His 
grandparents decided to buy him a breathing 
assisting machine which works using elec-
tric and when it starts they see him coming 
blood from the nose then after that he could 
hardly breath. 
 
The Asthma machine used by the child
If there is electric power failure they must 
rush to the clinic Ext 5 if no help they drive 
to Ext 10 clinic. Sometimes they tell them 

Coal Mining and Asthma Destroys young and 
old  in Emalahleni

	

	

“It is the air not our 
Lungs” 

there is no gas, the bottle is gone to be refilled 
even if they ask for nerve drops are not there. 
Two family members from the same family 
are suffering from sinus and the worst part is 
that they are staying not far from the mine.



I am from Mpumalanga Emalahleni formally 
known as Witbank in the area called Ext 10. 
This is how the waste is dumped all over the 
road between the clinic and Isibindi com-
munity feeding scheme for children who are 
underprivileged. According to the helper at 
Isibindi the children sometimes play with 
things taken from the illegal dump such as 
syringes, used condoms, tablets, unfinished 
medicines etc. We consulted the ward coun-
cilor to remove the dump as it is next to the 
clinic and the feeding scheme for children, 
but he told us that he is aware of the dump 
and he won’t remove because the people 
know that what they are doing is wrong. 
We therefore decided to go to the local mu-
nicipality of Emalahleni whereby they agreed 
to collect the dump the following week. As 
a community activist my duty is to raise an 
awareness on illegal dumping during the 
dump removal to the nearby community so 
that they can stop anyone trying to dump 
there as we agreed with the councilor that the 
road should be closed for good after cleaning.

Our Successs story in our fight against 
illegal dumping

On the 18th of April 2018 I posted an alert 
about illegal dump at Mpumalanga, Emalahl-
eni Ext 10 whereby we as VEM visited the 
ward councilor and the Emalahleni Lo-
cal Municipal to discuss about destroying 
the dump. Finally, on the 22nd of June the 
Emalahleni Local Municipal removed the il-
legal dump waste. 

We closed the road used by cars and turned 
it into a small passage to avoid the dump-
ing cars access in the place. We also put the 
nearby communities to oversee safe guarding 
the place for illegal dumping. This was a fol-
low up story. 

	
	

How We Stopped Illegal Dumping
By: Vusi Mabaso, VEM, 2018/04/18

Before After



Cable theft on the rise

By: Susan Moraba, Emalahleni Mpumalanga, 
community Alerts-2018/03/29
Cable theft in Kwa-guqa extensions is now a 
habit as winter is coming, In Emalahleni zone 
14 during the end of February, in the early 
hours midnight, a Telkom land line cables 
were stolen from the poles which are connect-
ing randomly in a straight line through the 
residence houses, most houses where the cable 
was stolen are not in use of the landline any-
more and it’s been there for almost 34 years. 
The cables are not monitored too. The thief ’s 
were disturbed by the whistle blowers from 
the neighborhood who heard the noise.

Telkom landline pole 

In another incident at ext.11 the municipal 
electric cable that connects the whole house 
with electricity was also stolen in the early 
hours of a Saturday morning after the rain has 
stopped as it was raining, and the cable was 
cut on the ground

Protest over Electricity 
cut

By: Promise Mabilo, Emalahleni Em-
pumelelweni, Mpumalanga, community 
Alerts-15/05/2018
On my way to Vosman around Emalahleni I 
found that communities of Ext 10, Emalahleni 
have blocked the road since in the morning 
around 06h00 because they don’t have elec-
tricity as from Sunday. I asked them what the 
councilor said about the situation, they said 
‘he was here and promised that he will be back 
to us by 09h00’.  While still standing there, a 
police bakkie and a combie arrived and they 
dispersed the crowd with rubber bullets

In addition, this happened in all the exten-
sions of Emalahleni from Tuesday to Thurs-
day whereby the electricity was off without 
any reason until in zone14, ext 9 community 
members took it to the streets and burnt tires, 
wood, waste etc. until the electricity was back 
later that night.

	



Witbank is also known as Emalahleni, the city 
is known for lots of mines and coal whereby 
most areas in the city are affected and impact-
ed by the mines. One of the places affected by 
the mines and surrounded by coal mines is a 
small place called Clewer. Clewer is a small 
place located in the east side of witbank, it 
is surrounded by several coal mines namely 
Khwezela Mine known as Navigation Plant, 
Mlalazi and Elandsfontein mines, these are 
mines which affect the community.
One of the biggest issues that impacts the 
community of Clewer so bad is Blasting and 
cracking of houses. Many people in the com-
munity of Clewer are affected by it. Whenever 
there is a blasting taking place there are no 
warning signs to let the community prepare 
themselves for the blasting. The blasting has 

caused a lot of cracks in many houses around 
Clewer and the dust that comes when there is 
a blasting has caused lots of sicknesses.
Many people around Clewer have bronchitis, 
asthma or eye problems. One of the commu-
nity members expressed that her grandson has 
been diagnosed with bronchitis, Because of 
the air pollution, and there were people living 
next to navigation plant now known as kh-
wezela mine, a place called French which was 
situated 1km from Clewer. The community of 
French were moved to Clewer because Anglo 
American wanted to expand their plant and 
now the plant is slowly but surely approaching 
Clewer
In the next coming 2 to 3 years the commu-
nity of Clewer will be badly affected by the 
mines

The Impacts of Blasting and the relocation of 
residents
By: Evelyn Lerato Msibi, Emalahleni Clewer, Mpumalanga, Community Alerts- 2018/04/08

By: Bongiwe Nkambule, SACC Barberton, Mpumalanga, Community Alerts- 2018/04/17

A man by the name of Lucky Linda Madonsela a former miner at Barberton Mines was de-
nied bail. He was arrested in March following an allegation that he raped an eight-year-old 
girl at his house at extension 11 in Barberton Mpumalanga. Madonsela is said to have sent the 
little girl by sending her to buy him a cigarette from a nearby Indian shop. He got the chance 
to rape the girl after she returned from the shop, by telling her to put the cigarette inside his 
house.
Barberton residents picketed outside the Magistrate court that Madonsela must be denied 
bail. Amongst the residents was Cllr Lifa Nkosi.The residents were excited with the news that 
Madonsela has been denied bail.

Community Protest Violence Against Women 
and Children



By: Lorraine Kakaza, Carolina, Mpumalanga, 
Community Alerts-2018/05/30

The community of Phola are protesting 
because South 32 didn’t do consultation and 
they have extended their operation on people’s 
land at Extension 8. The community of phola 
yesterday stood firm closed the roads, no car 
could enter the area, taxis were not working 
at all, tyres were burned and around 12 pm 
police came trying to stop the protest. No one 
slept, there was a lot of noise around 2am a 
bakkie from the mine was burned and no one 
got hurt or injured as they allow the man to 
step out of the car.
Arrests were made the following day and the 
community decided to go to Ogies/ phola mu-
nicipality of which is Emalahleni for answers 
as to who gave the land to the mining com-
pany, South 32 because there are people who 
staying on that land.

The car burned during the protest

The Emalahleni local municipal offices were 

closed because the community protesters 
wanted to burn the property as well as the 
bakkies/ vehicles. They said they won’t stop 
until they get answers.

Kusile Power Sta-
tion protest leading to 
damage of property
By:  Yvonne Sampear, Phola/ Ogies, Mpuma-
langa, community Alerts- 19/05/2018

As from end of March 2018, contractors / 
contract workers from Kusile power station, 
in Emalahleni were stopped from working as 
a hearsay that contract owners were under-
paying their workers and due to the project 
coming to an end by completing the work. 
The situation at kusile power station became 
worse as workers of Murray& Roberts and 
SGB are protesting….Kusile is demopping 
again!!! since from Monday. Trucks and 
backie’s were burnt down

	

Phola protest over South 32 Mine



Sewerage Leakage 
problem in Vosman
By: Promise Mabilo, Emalahleni Empumelel-
weni, 2018/05/2

Residents in the Vosman area around 
Emalahleni are facing a very big challenge of 
sewerage leakages in their homes. 

I found the sewerage running on the streets 
from five different houses, when I asked them 
when did this start, they said it’s been 4 years, 
since late 2014. 
I also asked what the councilor is saying and 
the municipality, they responded that they 
came and did nothing and now the residents 
are fighting amongst themselves as no one 
allowes another to dig a ditch passing through 
their homes and if they don’t the waste split 
all over their yards. They even said they no 
longer use their flushing systems and they’ve 
disconnected them because when they flush it 
comes back into the house, they are now dig-
ging pit toilets, these people are experiencing 
hell on earth they don’t open their doors, in 

	

	

summer they said they eat flies as they will be 
all over in their houses and they are unable to 
use doom as they are having sinus problem.

Houses Demolished in Landau Matimba 
Village
By: Lerato Evelyn Msibi, Mpumalanga, Emalahleni- Clewer, Community Alerts-2018/07/09

Residents have been relocated at Matimba village which was situated in landau, the houses 
were demolished  early this year. The residents were given a choice to either buy a house at 
Clewer or buy stands to build their own houses as Khwezela Colliery is expanding their plant 
there and some of the residents there didn’t want to be moved and were forced to move….so 
many mines are expanding in Witbank with so little community development



Follow our posts on  the 
Mpumalanga Commubnity Monitors Blog 

Thanks to  the 
Bench Marks Foundation and 

Steel Workshop Humanity Fund 
for supporting  of our work 

By Lorraine Kakaza
People were told that today they must come to the gate for job opportunities in the new wash-
ing plant but there were some members of the forum who were taking money from the people 
so that they will get a job then we tried to call the lady that deals with SLP asking her for a 
meeting to resolve this crisis she did not agree with us and today we wake up  in the morn-
ing and went straight to the gate to address the people about this matter.  security guard  and  
the police were called said Comrade  Lucky Tshabalala and they took me to the mine office 
then I told them that no one will be employed using the corrupt forum and lucky enough they 
agreed with me and the forum  didn’t  have  power and we as the community of Bosworth  we 
decided to take decision to form a new forum this weekend which will hold it’s first meeting 
Monday that’s how we stop corruption
This was a victory for us in the province of Kzn  in Newcaste

Victory for the Communuity in KZN


