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We have this right in our constitution but we don’t have it in our 
day to day life. 

This area of concern to many South African’s today falls within 
the area of Jurisdiction of local government. This sphere of govern-
ment operating at the level of communities seems to be failing the 
people especially in rural communities and informal settlements. 

The most common problems for communities has always been 
the unsustainability of measures put in place to provide water and 
the lack of accountability of the political office bearers. 

Just three weeks ago the water scarce communities went out 
in their numbers to cast their votes in the 2016 local government 
elections. They do this with a hope for change, but they are disap-
pointed. This has been the practice since the birth of democracy 
in South Africa in 1994. 

In the mining communities of Mantariana, Dominionville, Ike-
meleng, Mathlobe, in Carolina and KwaGuga, in Kwa Thema, Sasol-
burg, Henneman, in every municipality in our country the voters 
only see their councilors in a ballot paper during voting. This sad 
reality happens in many parts of the country simply because of 
immoral leadership. 

The problems around water is truly a day to day challenge in 
communities. Mining activity in itself contribute immensely to the 
problem. They use up a lot of the water and they pollute our water 
sources. 

As community monitors we will judge the success of the recent 
local government elections by measuring the changes in the deliv-
ery of water. Democracy means nothing if we do not get basic ser-
vices. The Corporate Social Responsibility of mining corporations is 
a lie if they take away our water and and pollute our water sources.

water provision is a Basic Human riGHt

Tunatazama means: 

Ndiku Jongile
Kego beile leihlo
Ngiku Bhekile
Oppas
Ke go tlhomile leitlho
Ndovha Livheleka
We are watching

We adopted Tunatazama as a slogan for the commu-
nity monitors school because it best described what 
we, as community monitors and activists, do. Tuntaza-
ma is a message we send out to business corporations 
and government officials: “We are watching you”.

Tunatazama is also a challenge to ourselves as ac-
tivists: open your eyes, observe the little things that 
makes life a misery for the community, observe the  
causes of destruction in our environment. Observe the 
little things we do that can make us strong.

Tunatazama, a Swahili word, was given to us by our 
comrade Nizar Seleman, from Tanzania, who partici-
pated in the monitors school in 2013. 

Tunatazama is more than just seeing, it is the first 
step to action.

our view
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Towards the end of July 2016, the Facilitators of the 
community monitors school designed a new activity “Tu-
natazama Alerts.” The “alerts “ are short reports in text 
and pictures (which may include audio and video), which 
are posted on our WhatsApp group.

A group of 6 monitors were trained and given data for 
8 weeks. Over July and August, the group document-
ed incidents they observed in their communities. The 
text messages and pictures were posted on a WhatsApp 
group chat and from there moved to our weblog com-
munitymonitors.net which then travelled to our App and 
our Facebook page. Over this period, we received over 70 
posts. They covered a range of incidents, activities and 
problems faced by the community. Monitors posted on:

• Problems related to keeping livestock, and 
grazing cattle

• Mine blasting, noise pollution and cracked 
houses (3)

• Mining and safety of children
• Poor municipal services (2)
• Sewage overflows (3)
• Electricity problems (2)
• Community protest, detentions and police 

violence (5)
• Illegal chrome mining 
• Refuse dumping 
• Dust from mine traffic (4)
• Mine blasting (2) 
• Water (8)
• Abandoned mines (3)
• Mines workers and poor working conditions 
• unemployment and jobs (2) 
• Alcohol abuse in mining village 
• Failed corporate social responsibility proj-

ects (3) 
• Organisational meetings (3) 
• Alternative to climate change

Our little experiment has shown 

• That activists in the communities are highly 
skilled observers and are able to write very in-
formative stories.

• The WhatsApp network works very well if peo-
ple have sufficient data 

• However, we are excluding activists who don’t 
have smart phones and this is a problem we 
must solve.

• Many of the short alerts written are the ba-
sis for more detailed investigations. We have 
to work out a way we can give those activists 
support to go on to doing a more detailed in-
vestigation.

• We have a problem at the “centre” where we 
receive the articles. A lot of work is required 
to do a light edit of the posts and move them 
across. 

• We have to find a way to promote the articles 
to a wider national and global audience.

This for us is an exciting development. We now can see 
how the monitors school can assist over 100 activists in 
over 30 villages to connect with each other and send their 
voices across the country and the world. This should be 
our goal in 2017.

However, we asked the question, how will this work in 
practice when we increase the number of activists. We 
decided that can only find this out in practice. We have 
therefore decided to do a second trial. We will increase 
the number of activists writing alerts to close to 30 mon-
itors over the next two months. We will run a quick train-
ing session for them on how to write a Tunatazama alert. 
They will be given data and will be required to post one 
alert per week over the next 8 weeks. 

We will report on experiences in the next issues of Ac-
tion Voices due in September.

tunatazama aLerts: 
a new activity For tHe community monitors scHooL

The Alerts Trial Group at a meeting in July 2016. Image credit: Commu-
nity Monitors
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By Rhona Riet, VEJA , Sasolburg Air Quality Monitoring Committee

I did site visits in Zamdela area and went to different households 
and Tsatsi Primary School in the same area, with set of question-
naires regarding health issues faced in Zamdela. Most residents are 
faced with health hazard in this area they have different diseases 
from children to elders, some were born here while some moved 
here and that’s where they started experiencing health issues like 
eye infections, tonsils and coughing non-stop, sinus, diarrhea, TB, re-
spiratory problems, bleeding nose and ear infection. 

Community members say that all these sicknesses are caused by 
the big industries situated not far from the community and the Coal 
Mine Sigma, “the dust is blowing directly into our homes and the air 
we breathe every second is causing us nothing but sicknesses” these 
are sayings of residents in the nearby community.     

I then met with teachers from Tsatsi Primary School situated not 
very far from Sasol firm facilities, and interviewed them and as we 
continued they showed me their walls “they used to be gold but now 
had turned yellow from the black carbon floating from around the 
area while the school is a few meters away from Sasol operations” 
said the teacher. “During windy days all you can see is black dust 
coming straight into our class rooms, even when our windows and 
doors are closed there is no difference, our walls and cars are all 
dirty, and this happens everyday ” he continued. “But as for health 
the situation turns worse because we are all faced with different 
sickness, we are in the middle of a mine and factories that we are 
not even sure as to what is causing these sicknesses” he continued 
as he was voicing out his frustrations.

“Last year during the year, although I may not be quite sure which 
month it was but one of the teachers told us all that she heard the 
night before on a local radio station that Sasol is going to do an ex-
periment on some chemicals and the whole of Zamdela residents 
should stay indoors all day! Now this was huge for us teachers as we 
must now monitor our kids to be in class all day because we don’t 
know the great danger of these chemicals that is being released. We 
are just near the refinery and we did as we are told and still we could 
smell and feel this experiment they were doing, as we were seated 
we could feel how shaking it is while working, it was massive, we 
were all dizzy and those who had sinus they were reacting to this 

chemical and Sasol didn’t bother to come and announce when they 
are done with the process and we as the school were not happy be-
cause Sasol didn’t have the decency to come and talk with the school 
about this as we are close to the refinery” he said angrily.

On health issues 

“Our school learners are all sick and most the times they are vom-
iting and we are not quite sure whether it is the mine or is it the 
refinery?  They are also coughing, the running nose never ends, it is 
an everyday thing.”

“We used to have a garden here at the school but now we cannot 
seem to grow anything here as our soil is dead. We are going through 
challenges at our school, we didn’t know that we could lodge a com-
plaint, if we did we could have done that a long time ago” he said.

I kept all the notes from interviews I did with other educators at 
Tsatsi Primary School and community members which read as fol-
lows:

Teacher 1. “I started working here in 2008, I live in the Vaal and 
when I first arrived here my eyes where always red. Most teachers 
thought I’m addicted to alcohol but it was the dust I breathe everyday 
when I come to work.  And one day I was suddenly sick I didn’t feel 
any pain or what so ever, I just couldn’t move out of bed. I decided 
to rest more because I didn’t feel any pain. I took it easy and after a 
few hours still I tried to get up now I’m very weak as I’m walking and 
balancing with the walls. My husband was at work so my kids went 
to call a neighbor for help. They rushed me to hospital and when the 
doctor checked me he told me my tonsils are severe, he transferred 
me to other hospital to get them removed, and still I didn’t feel any 
pain. The doctor said my immune system is very weak as my throat is 
blocked by the dust!” she said as she was still shocked. 

“A month later I went to the first hospital and I met with the nurse 
who helped me, as she told me I made all nurses who were helping 
me getting them infected and were very sick, all because of me and 
that is how dangerous this dust is. Now I wonder if it were a kid, 
would it survive this suffering”.

Teacher2. “I live in town and the pollution is not as bad as here 
in the township, but because I work in the township I’m very sick.  
As soon as I drive out of the township I experience a lot of sickness 

“at niGHt tHe sasoL FLares LiGHt our Bedrooms” 
LivinG next to a coaL mine and oiL reFinery

vaaL

Left and right: The Sasol coal storage in Belina, Zamdela used to be owned by Sigma.  Image credit: Communty Monitors
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whenever I blow my nose I see black dust followed by a bleeding 
nose and then its headache is unbearable. I went to the doctors who 
told me I have severe sinuses; my nose is blocked because of the 
dust. I can’t smell anything even if it is food burning on the stove still 
I can’t smell it, and when I wash my car I can’t wash it entirely clean 
so I must not park it under any tree here at school”. 

“And not once did both industries come do health survey on the 
school as they know what they are doing is wrong they are ignorant 
we are being treated like animals in our community”.             

Community member: “My name is Sebolelo, I am 34 years old. 
We lived here in Zamdela, Sasolburg for many years and still there 
is no change as we are all sick we don’t know the cause and when 
you go to the clinic they can’t even find what the problem is. They 
keep giving me diffferent sorts of medication but they don’t know 

what’s wrong with me? I have done many tests but still no change 
at times when accessing my file I would be told it got lost until I got 
fed up and my mom took me to the doctor, I was given an asthma 
pump and the kind of medication I’m taking costs R400. Still I don’t 
know what could be wrong at times as I have short breath. I can’t 
breathe normally and as you can see my body is not that I’m healthy 
I am sick. People look at me and say “you are living a good life just 
look how you full figured you are” but not even knowing that it is 
sickness that is killing me. I wonder what will happen to my child as 
she reaches my age will, she still be alive? I ask myself every time I 
can’t breathe because it is just a matter of time before she also gets 
sick, as for my mom she is also suffering from sinus.

‘And every night I don’t need to switch on the lights Sasol’s flaring 
is reflecting in my bedroom.’ We are living in a ghost town and it is 
not that Sasol is not aware of the impacts of their dirty company, it 

is just that they are ignorant and greedy by putting profit before our 
lives, we are only human beings”.    

Mme Tshedi: “I have being residing in Zamdela since 1988 with 
my family here, and I didn’t have any serious sickness like now drink-
ing different medication I have sinus and asthma and my uncle died 
of TB a few years ago. It is not just him I know a few people from 
around our block who can attest to these sickness and how they lost 
their family members because of TB, and we don’t know how much 
more of these sufferings can we take, my grandchildren are being 
born with many sickness, if it is not ear infection it is the rash. These 
sicknesses are taking turn on kids and the next thing it is the cough-
ing, we are tired of these companies and they are not giving us jobs 
at end of the day”.

We have a lot of challenges here in Zamdela health issues and un-
employment, I remember once we had a meeting with Sasol at their 
premises and we were drinking bottled water, I raised my hand and 
asked why we are drinking bottled water, they didn’t answer. After 
the meeting the lady that works at Sasol came to me and said she is 
too afraid to drink tap water because the chemical they are using is 
very dangerous, so now that I hear her say this I was all worried be-
cause we drink the water every day and we cook with it, even water 
our plants with tap water. So this means Sasol is aware that we are 
relying on tap water, meanwhile they don’t drink tap water, why are 
they not making us all aware of the great danger we might face if 
we keep using the water as we always do? I mean most importantly 
women who have kids might lose their babies.   

/ veJa
VAAL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE

Left and right: Tsatsi Primary School in Zamdela, Sasolburg situated near Sasol firm.

Above from left to right: Livestock kraal behind Sasol coal storage. Effluent 
stream discharged from Sasol facility flowing towards the open field in 
Zamdela. Black dust accumulated on the walls inside the classrooms.
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By Mduduzi Tshabalala

The disaster to happen was long awaited since the granite quarry 
was opened in Evaton West next to an old landfill site early this year. 
Evaton West is one of the RDP townships that were developed after 
a few years in the new democracy, situated in the far west of Evaton 
and about 40Km south of Johannesburg. 

It was in May 2016, when I had received a call from one of VEJA ac-
tivists and a friend of mine Mabuti Malatsi who stays in Evaton West 
Ext.4 and was seeking advice about the challenges they are currently 
experiencing. “My friend, I need your word of advice! We usually had 
small tremors before and would tolerate them because they were 
really not harmful” said Mabuti while we continued over the phone 
to discuss. “But this time around, in early May we had a big tremor 
and it was uneven whereby the wall in our living room cracked and 
a window was broken, some of our neighbour’s houses had cracked 
and others’ furniture got damaged”.  

I went to meet with Mabuti. He took me to one of the communi-
ty leaders Ausi Anna who is leading a concerned residents group in 
Ext.5. He told me that “as early as when we arrived in Evaton West 
the quarry was not long abandoned by Murray and Roberts in the 
early nineties. Local people from Evaton North and other surround-
ing areas would come and source granite sand and cement for build-
ing purposes. We had children to go to school and there were no 
schools built in the nearby and wished a school could be built here 
next to the landfill, but only to find that the property belonged to 
Murray and Roberts and was not for sale!” said Ausi Anna. “As the 
years gone by we had realised that the land was now sold to Lafarge 
S.A. a cement manufacturer which had never communicated with 
the local residents since they came in to operate. They only com-
municated with the Local Councillor who was subcontracted for the 
next six years to operate the mine” she said in a very sad tone. 

It is apparent that “one of the ANC activists within the community 
had developed a concerned residents group after finding out that 
the Local Councillor was subcontracted without the residents’ con-
cerns, and most of their out crying concerns were that the mine was 
creating a lot of noise pollution.  

“We met as concerned residents, we had the ward councillor in 
our previous public meeting whom we don’t really trust” said both 
Mabuti and Anna aggravating. “Even though Lafarge had promised 
to repair the damage on people’s property. The ward councillor had 
brought along an engineer from Lafarge S.A. and when communi-
ty members started asking questions about the Environmental Im-
pact Assessment (EIA) they were stopped by colleagues of the ward 

councillor saying that it was irrelevant to talk about the situation like 
that and such questions are no longer of importance, rather what is 
important was how people’s houses would be fixed” said Anna and 
Mabuti. 

During a public meeting where the ward councillor came in with 
the mine representatives a company was appointed from the com-
munity to repair windows, “this ANC guy who was conducting com-
munity forums as concerned residents was appointed for the repair-
ing of our windows, and after the windows were fixed he came the 
following morning reporting to the public that his house was robbed 
with all the R16 000.00 in cash was taken from him at his home the 
previous night” they said.         

This was a long awaited campaign VEJA would have needed to go 
against. I had the issue presented to the VEJA staff members and to 
the advice from the Coordinator and that “Lafarge had been all along 
expected to form part of the Implementation Task Team (ITT) of the 
Vaal Triangle Airshed Priority Area (VTAPA) forum” said Comrade 
Samson Mokoena. “Lafarge South Africa is still to present their EIA 
protocols, and this gives VEJA Media Team the opportunity to follow 
up with VTAPA and ITT processes, our Media Team will now have 
more work around mining activities since there are other proposed 
coal mines along the Vaal River banks” said Comrade Samson from 
his deeply concerns and experienced activism.

Granite cracks & tHe 
proBLem oF LocaL 
counciLLors

vaaL

Images on this page: Granite mine in Evaton West, photo taken from N1 
behind the mine plant and the community of Evaton West Ext4.
Image credit: Community Monitors
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By Mduduzi Tshabalala

It has been almost a month since early July and that I have been 
communicating with the Erasmus family, residents of Nooitgedagt 
at farm 176 portion IR4 in Kliprivier. Kliprivier is a farmstead suburb 
situated between R59 corridors when driving south just before one 
approach Meyerton in Midvaal Local Municipality. The Klip River is 
one of the Vaal River tributaries and has its peripheral streams, and 
one of those streams which have dried out is passing by the backyard 
at the Erasmus’ farmstead.  

According to Mr. Erasmus and his two daughters Michelle and Sa-
mantha Erasmus residents from Blue Saddle Ranch (an Estate prop-
erty situated upstream within their nearby) have built dams blocking 
the flow of the river downstream as it flows into the Klip River”. “My 
father had taken the issue up with the Midvaal Dept. of Water and 
Sanitation, and only to find that Mr. Van de Westhuizen manager at 
Rand Water, Vaal Barrage gave permission for the dams to be built” 
said Michelle. 

As a VEJA activist I had reported their issue with the Blue Scorpion 
a compliance and enforcement unit at Dpt. of Water and Sanitation, 
and after communicating with Mr. Ratau whom had referred the is-
sue for further interrogation by his unit. On the 22nd July I had met 
with Mr. Lindelani Mbulaheni and Ms Khanya Ndindwa from the Blue 
Scorpion unit.

We drove to the Erasmus family where we met with Mr Erasmus 
and daughters. We witnessed that the stream was drying out. We 
saw the barricaded electric fence separating the private Estate and 
the Erasmus’ farm. We observed that the  water table is high be-
fore it reaches the fence. There is a bridge pipe letting water to flow 
towards the Erasmus’ farm. Samantha Erasmus said “it has been 
blocked with sand so that water does not flow through”.  

We then drove into Blue Saddle Ranch where we saw two man-
made dams at estate no.93 and 94, inside people’s property but the 
owners were not available for comment.  Lindelani had received con-
tact details of the property owner at estate no.94. This owner raised 
the problem of the drought. She said she had bought the property 
already with a dam existing, and that since she had been a resident 
there for the past four years to her thinking the water is drying up at 
the source of the river maybe the spring water from the mountain.
Her suspicion is that the river may be drying due to current drought 
situation.  We had to make another appointment to meet with the 
property owner for follow up with her and other people in the area. 

Whilst still driving in the estate we saw another dam in a yard at 
estate no.95 but not yet owned as it is an empty stand. We saw big 
holes were dug. Lindelani said that he suspects that the holes may 
be dug due to a process whereby geotechnical tests of the soil to de-
termine whether a construction of a specific kind would be suitable. 
Further he recommended that by observations the river drying could 
be a natural process and that even when we look from upstream 
there are dams and one would still find water flowing downstream 
and there are other dams downstream though the water table is 
low. “We will be following up with this issue, but should we find that 
there is no compliance in this regards the Department will have to 
issue notices” said Lindelani.  

VEJA will continue to monitor this problem.

water wars Have BeGun. 
private dams BLock tHe 
FLow oF water to 
Farmers

/ veJa
VAAL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE

From top, left to right. Images show dams 
constructed inside private properties. The bridge 
path, underneath is the storm water pipes where 
the stream flows through towards the nearby 
farms. The stream comes from upstream, inside 
Blue Saddle Ranch Estates in Nooitgedagt, Klip-
rivier. The stream flowing downstream towards 
Nooitgedagt farms in Kliprivier.
Image credit: Community Monitors
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By Sthuntsha Mokoena and Mduduzi Tshabalala

VEJA investigated the problem of sewers from Sebokeng and Kwa Masiza Hostels in 
2011. We returned to this site many times and most recently a month ago in July 2016. 
We saw that the sewer and storm water infrastructure was upgraded with new manholes 
replaced and new fencing around the storm water channel to help prevent more dumping 
in the stream. Yet the problem remains the same.

The situation seems to never show improvement, and this time when we spoke to a few 
community members who had this to say “these manholes always spill every two or three 
days after they would be attended to, and after the pressure filling up we will know when it 
overflows” said Nontobeko a resident in Block C where the sewer is currently overflowing.  

The sewer continues to flow through a wetland  towards the Golden Highway, and 
where it passes there are communities divided by the stream namely Zone 20; Golden 
Gardens and Polokong.

Thabo and Isaac are grade 12 learners at All Nation High School in Zone 14 Sebokeng, 
and they both stay in Golden Garden. They travel the Golden highway every school day 
crossing the wetland over the Golden Highway Bridge “the sewer has now turned to a river 
and has a bothering smell all the time.  The bridge is one scary factor for one to be passing 
there alone, people get mugged and killed” they said.

After having spoke to Metsi a Lekoa about the situation whom said that they were work-
ing on the problems, and that old manholes are replaced with new, but once finished we 
will be moving to the next level of changing the pipes feeding into the manholes” he said 
confidently.  

Though the problem is still there, we had referred the issue with the Blue Scorpion from 
the Dept. Water and Sanitation for further investigations.    

a veJa monitors investiGation: 2011 - 2016
tHe seBokenG & kwamasiza HosteLs sewer Has 
turned into a river

vaaL

Images on this page: sewer overflowing from Se-
bokeng Hostel flowing towards Kwa Masiza. New 
infrastructure upgrade in front of Kwa Masiza 
Hostel main gate. Sewer wetland between Gold-
en Gardens and Polokong, Sebokeng. Image cred-
it: Community Monitors
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By Mduduzi Tshabalala and Sthuntsha Mokoena

For the past five weeks there have been major sewer spills in Eva-
ton West Ext.4. The sewage pump station is under capacity. It is not 
able to handle the incoming sewage. We spoke with quite a few peo-
ple from local residents, to the people employed at the pump station 
and Metsi a Lekoa officials. 

The residents of Evaton West Ext 4. Say that they are concerned 
that the current workers employed through the local councillor is 
failing them. Simply due to the fact that these workers are not lo-
cal residents, therefore their commitment to working at the pump 
station is not necessarily doing the job, but getting the monthly pay 
cheque.  

After a few calls I did as follow up with the Metsi a Lekoa call cen-
tre I was referred to the person responsible for the sewer blockages 
in Evaton. He said  “it may not be the problem of one dysfunctional 
pump when irregularities misconducts occurs” he said. “There is a 
new contractors appointed to take care of the maintenance of pump 
stations, and new employees were appointed under this new con-
tract. The new contractors failed to pay the employees” the official 
went on to raise his frustrations. “Further the reasoning behind man-
agement backlog is simply due to unprofessional deployment and 
corruption, and if the pump had broken it should have been fixed 
thus far” he said angrily. 

On the 14th July I managed to call Metsi a Lekoa Sewerage Manag-
er at Evaton and he mentioned of the incident having being reported 
to him early that week. “I have spoken to one of my colleague re-
sponsible in that area, who told me that, the local residents in Evaton 
West Ext 4. are experiencing problems when flushing their toilets. I 
am aware of the problem for I have placed an order with the head 
office to bring a new pump to replace the broken one” said Mr. Sam-
pi Sewer Manager at Metsi a Lekoa.  

The investigation will be carried through by VEJA Water Quality 
Team as an awareness campaign, and fighting against pollution of 
the Vaal River Catchment.  

/ veJa
VAAL ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ALLIANCE

contractors BLock up our sewaGe system

Images on this page: Sewer Pump house not func-
tioning well in Evaton West Ext.4. A manhole was 
left open purposely to overflow to relieve the 
screening from over flooding. Sewer pump house 
screening is flooded and overflowing.  
Image credit: Community Monitors
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“There are people who have the skills and experience but don’t 
get the job because they can’t afford to pay the price - it being 
money or sex”

By Tracy Tshose 

A high unemployment rate and lack of skills development amongst 
the youth is affecting many communities in SA. Even with the many 
mines surrounding our town in Rustenburg, it still seems to be a 
norm to have completed school and not being able to procure the 
opportunity to further your studies, or even getting employment. Ac-
cording to Census 2011; the youth unemployment rate in the Rusten-
burg municipality was: 36,7 %(www.statssa.gov.za).

As a resident in the Macharora area, I see many unemployed youth 
who previously matriculated and struggled to further their studies 
going about their daily lives in the streets. For some, it’s a matter of 
finding it difficult to get employment as many companies prefer ex-
perienced workers. But still, how do you get experience when you’ve 
just matriculated, have no further educational background (one of 
the key factors being that you come from previously disadvantaged 
backgrounds), have no skills and have never worked in your life. 

Though this is not a one-sided introspection, we still found some 
youth community members who have the necessary skills and fur-
ther educational background, who have their own observations and 
opinions regarding youth unemployment and lack of skills devel-
opment in our community. Take Anonymous for instance who is in 
her late 20s, completed matric in 2003 and took a national diploma 
course in Analytical Chemistry - which unfortunately she couldn’t 
complete due to not getting an internship - she stated.

When Anonymous was asked whether she thinks lack of experi-
ence or skills development was the root cause of unemployment in 
the community; she had this to say, “No, I think that experience and 
lack of skills isn’t the root cause of unemployment. Corruption is the 
problem, especially in the mining industry. There are people who 
have the skills and experience but don’t get the job because they 
can’t afford to pay the price - it being money or sex”. Even though 
anonymous did not graduate, she worked at a mine and lost the job 
due to the contract being terminated, and that led to many people 
also losing their jobs as well. 

22-year old Gift, who is a community member was fortunate 
enough to procure employment in the mining industry and acquired 
Pack Pamper drilling machine skills on the job even though he never 
got to further his studies after matriculating in 2012. “Strikes and 
crime are a result of lack of skills and unemployment in the commu-
nity”, said Gift. Even though it is not condoned, one point he did not 
state in his statement is, WHY strikes and crime would occur in the 
community. 

Many of community members have lots to say about this matter 
and main factors to the unemployment rate and lack of skills devel-
opment differ from an individual outlook, still something needs to be 
done about this issue. Either programs that will help in developing 
entrepreneurial skills for unemployed youths or more study oppor-
tunities should be increased. 

Another female community member who is in her 20s, has a di-
ploma in Human Resources Management and studied mining for a 
year and did not complete believes that the public and private sec-

tor are trying but the currency/economy limits them. When she was 
asked what she thinks is the cause of youth unemployment and lack 
of experience; she mentioned that coming from disadvantaged back-
grounds and ignorance are contributors. “Poor backgrounds might 
also be a factor; you find that people don’t afford to send their kids 
to further their studies. Ignorance- some people just don’t care”, said 
anonymous. 

As a community member also what I wish to see being done in the 
near future is everyone being awarded equal opportunities whether 
young or old, rich or poor, black or white and more.

By Steven Ramokhula, Buti Botopela, Jack Botopela, Ronny Mak-
gale and George Jacobs

Members of Kgetsi ya Tsie, a community based organisation in Ike-
meleng conducted a water survey in five different sections within the 
area. Ikemeleng is an informal settlement situated in Kroondal and 
registered as ward 35 under Rustenburg local municipality. It is at the 
centre of the five mining houses:Anglo American Platinum, Sibanye 
Platinum, Lanxess, Samancor chrome mine and Glencore Xstrata.

It was found that in old Matebeleng section, which is considered 
to be out of the township plan, people walk a distance of more than 
200m to access water. During the night people are afraid to fetch 
water as community taps are crime hot spots. Residents gathered 
together and contributed an amount of R100.00 per yard to connect 
water to be a little bit closer to their section and some could not do-
nate or pay the fee, so they are forced to walk the distance to fetch 
water.  Residents of Dikweneng, Tiping and Matshela-pata are having 
a serious problem due to distance they walk to fetch water. Some use 
boreholes and others use wells in the farms nearby their places. This 
water requires boiling before use. Women and children are very fear-
ful because they are victims of crime when they go to fetch water. 
They fear rape and killing.

Dindela section is a hostel and subsided houses provided by the 
German community business owners for their employees. The water 
they use is from a borehole and taps and the water requires boiling 
before use because it is salty and other residents prefers water from 
the mine installed taps in Ikemeleng streets. 

Phowane is facing a serious problem with regard to water access, 
this section of the community lives in shacks/tin houses and not sat-
isfied with the water quality. The majority of the residents are mine 
workers and tenants from different parts of the world. A serious in-
tervention is requested by community members as they feel they are 
unfairly treated by the mines and the government. They access water 
through a water tankers/trucks of an unknown company.The water 
from this trucks has left people with water related illnesses after do-
mestic use and drinking, there is a need for the water to be tested as 
the resident are not happy with it.

During the interview with the residents about the access to water 
and the quality of the water they are using for drinking and for their 
domestics, many are not happy about the services they get from the 
government and the mining houses in the surrounding of Ikemeleng. 
Some are victims of rape. There have been killings due to travelling 
long distance to get water Women and children are especially at risk.

rustenBurG
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motHLaBe water proBLem: 
“we pay For water wHen 
we struGGLe to Buy Food” 
By Lentswe Buda

Motlhabe village in the Pilanesburg area under Moses Kotane lo-
cal Municipality has been facing the issue of accessibility to purified 
water for a period of more than a decade now. The community has 
boreholes and taps which were installed in streets about 200 to 300 
metres away from each other, unfortunately these taps don’t work 
anymore as from around 2009. 

Mr Pilane an active community member who has lived in Motl-
habe Village for more than three decades now shared some history 
about Motlhabe Village. “Motlhabe originates from a place called 
Witkleinfontein from where we were forcefully removed in 1932, 
Motlhabe was named after a very sandy river which is now dry, it 
only flows during rainy seasons, water access and quality has been an 
issue for too long now. In the old days we used water from the river 
using the pumping method. Access was better than today. We are 
sad because we always vote for change but the community struggles 
with their basic human right and the government does nothing about 
it” said Mr Pilane. 

The village is divided in the middle by a river and there is a section 
named Thabaneng section (Small Mountain). From Thabaneng sec-
tion across the river the issue is worse, there is only one borehole to 
serve the whole community which cannot cater for all residents as 
the community expands daily.

In 2012 the municipality gave the community two large Jojo tanks 
which are rarely filled. Early this year Pilanesburg Platinum mine also 
provided the whole community with a number of Jojo tanks. Ntate 
Sello Motlhake from Section 16 living with 4 members of his family 
also struggles with water access as he is the only man in the house 
and he is unemployed, “I get water from a Jojo tank which is about 
400 meters away from home and everytime the Jojo tanks are empty 
I would have to buy water, R2.00 per 25 liters, and how am I really 
supposed to afford that when I’m unemployed”

This issue has become a business opportunity for others, a way to 
make money. Those who have their own boreholes allow their neigh-
bours to access water as much as they need and pay an amount of 
R150.00 per month, some even use donkey or mule carts to deliver 
water at a price of R5.00 per 20 liters.

Mr Macavane a community member who also has his own bore-
hole made it clear to us that his borehole is not for business he is just 
helping his neighbours and only charges them R2.00 for electricity, 
he was also affected by this situation as he wanted to build a house 

for his family but decided to budget for the borehole before to avoid 
buying water during the house building process.

The Jojo tanks installed by the municipality were not a solution 
because they are not filled regularly. The mine sometimes fills their 
tanks but they never fill the municipality tanks. This is a sad situation 
for the ccommunity as there is high rate of unemployment and wa-
ter is ¬¬¬¬for sale, how can one afford to buy water when you can’t 
afford to buy food?

/ Bua mc
BUA MINING COMMUNITIES

Images on this page: Lentswe, Tshepiso and Goitse interviewing Mr Pilane. 
and empty water containers laying next dried up borehole tap. Image 
credits: Olebogeng Motene. Community reservoir and Jojo tank donated 
by Pilanesburg Platinum Mine. Image credits:Lentswe Buda.

Community taps in Ikemeleng. Image credits: Steven and Buti Botopela
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tHekwane: tHe madiBana 
community asks: “is tHere 
reaLLy LiGHt at tHe end oF 
tHe tunneL?”
By Kennedy Phalose 

Madibana Community residing in Thekwana and Mfidikoe have 
fought for over a century to own their own land. 

The community is today under the leadership of headman Jacob 
Molope Petlele. They are also under Royal Bafokeng Authority tradi-
tional leadership and Rustenburg Local Municipality. 

The community is surrounded by mining houses Anglo American 
(Rustenburg Platinum Mines, Glencor, Lanxess, Aquarius, Frazer Alex-
ander and granite quarry companies. That is why the Royal Bafokeng 
Nation (RBN) is so interested in this community and is so seriously 
concentrating on dividing the community so that they can rule them 
effectively.

It all started after the purchase of the farm Turffontein 302 JQ from 
J.L Van Rensberg in 1870 with 70 cattle by 29 members, Rampete 
Petlele being the leader of the community. Since the prospecting of 
the platinum group metals in 1931 Modisakeng Petlele, grandson 
of Rampete, instituted an action in the supreme court of Transvaal 
against chief Mokhatle and the Minister of Native Affairs for rectifica-
tion of the title deed of the farm Turffontein. 

This was again repeated in 2008 when RBN applied to have 61 
mineral farms held in trust on behalf of the Bafokeng Land Buyers 
communities to be registered in its name, but Minister of Land Af-
fairs asked RBN to consult with interested parties which opposed the 
RBN move. Land buyers through Legal Aid Board applied for ‘’RULE 
7’’ which prompted RBN to prove that they were authorized to act on 
behalf of the Landbuyers. 

In 2006 after being exploited for so long, the communities man-
aged to forcefully make Anglo American Platinum honor its com-
munity responsibility through mining charter after the Madibana 
community closed their operations. Seeing that they are bleeding 
profusely, Anglo Platinum signed an agreement with Madibana on 
community development. 

After 3 years RBN entered an agreement with Anglo American Plat-
inum that the Madibana community will be represented on mining 
engagement at the community level by the councilor appointed by 
Royal Bafokeng Nation chief. 

Despite being on the land in which platinum group metals (pre-
cious and base metals) are mined and processed and under demo-
cratic government Madibana are underdeveloped. 

RBN councilor, Foonono Khunou, after being appointed went to 
engage with the mining houses without any mandate from the com-
munity. He started targeting land buyers who benefitted from the 
community and Anglo American Platinum agreement procurement 
by coercing the mining houses to terminate their contract with them. 
The Councilor employed his families, friends, relatives and girlfriends 
and sold employment and procurement percentages to outside peo-
ple and companies. This was to frustrate the Land Buyers Association 
to abandon their quest to regain the land. The act worked well as 
starving people have to decide between licking and biting the hand 
that feeds them.

Kgosana J.M Petlele was forcefully taken to an old age home by 
RBN chief’s governance manager Mr. Rapetsana and his self appoint-
ed committee in Thekwana after being detained for about 3 years. 

Kgosana Molope with the help of his family decided to leave the old 
age home but was always returned there against his and family’s will. 
Assisted by his family, Kgosana Molope, later instituted harassment, 
intimidation and kidnapping charges against RBN and the case is still 
pending. 

The Councilor is now canvassing for Madibana youth support by 
giving employment to anyone who supports him and RBN. Landbuy-
ers and Kgosana Molope approached Anglo American Platinum to 
stop engaging with RBN councilor on behalf of the community as 
he represents RBN not Madibana. But they replied by saying that 
this decision can only be taken by the RBN chief. To rub salt into the 
wounds of the community the government changes in the mining 
charter (MPRDA) and failed traditional courts bill makes it even hard-
er for Madibana community to have a hope in winning their freedom 
and land back. 

Cracks are starting to show on Madibana leadership as they are 
now arguing on how best to fight effectively. Some are losing faith as 
there are no results since the war was started by Modisakeng Petlele 
until now.

‘’I am now with anyone who can put food on my table’’ said one of 
the community members. Others are saying you will never win the 
RBN chief with mining’s on his hands, is it true? RBN councilor told 
Kgosana Molope that he had beaten him and his committee time and 
again and that they should surrender to him.

Maybe Madibana should change their tactics and apply a new art 
of war as when the cold war fails minimum force should be applied 
to overcome the resistance. It is only one way to bring light inside the 
tunnel to have a good exit strategy from the tunnel.

wonderkop: water 
sHortaGe Has Become our 
ticket to poverty 
By Amogelang Tabane

We are daily reminded to drink plenty of water, stay hydrated as 
this will prevent diseases, but still water shortage is our biggest prob-
lem. We need water to live and survive!

Wonderkop village has ever been known for its, agricultural activi-
ties, healthy soil and livestock, but how are we supposed to maintain 
all of these if there is a shortage of water. The problem began when 
more people moved to the village seeking jobs in the mine.

As the area and its population grew, the demand for more water 
increased. This meant less water for each yard, our village water tank 
had to be enlarged, planted crops died and even the cows and goats 
people owned had to be sold, while others died. We had so little to 
share as a community and poverty became our new best friend.

This has really changed many people’s lives because some of the 
villagers depended on growing their own crops in the back of their 
yards so without irrigation they are now forced to buy vegetables 
from markets which put deep holes in their pockets. People have to 
go an extra mile of buying water or getting their own water supply 
which is installing boreholes and JOJO tanks which also costs a lot of 
money.

 I interviewed Mmapule Kgomo a local resident who also com-
plained about water shortage and how it has affected her business. 
She survives on selling livestock (cows and goats) which is now facing 
the hardest time in her life. “I have so far lost 3 cows which could 
have amounted to R15000.00 if sold them, but now they are dead”. 
“We just wish that Lonmin, the local mine can fulfil its promises of 

rustenBurG
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providing Wonderkop, Bapong and Segwelane villages with water 
like they had promised in the tribal meeting last year”, she contin-
ued. “it is just fortunate that we do not have residents falling sick 
from dirty water since they are aware of what dirty water can do, but 
that does not mean that the government has to ignore our needs” 
she said.

I believe that schools and work places thrive when people come to 
work on time and not having to spend all morning looking for water 
and our community could be a better place if it were to have a good 
water supply.

 

/ Bua mc
BUA MINING COMMUNITIES

Jojo tank which most residents have installed themselves.
Image Credit: Amogelang Tabane
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kLerksdorp \
Jo MASHILo/ KLERKSdoRP JuSTICE ANd PEACE/21ST JuLy 2016

THE MINES WAR AGAINST THE PEoPLE oF MANTARIANA, 
KLERKSdoRP

The neglect of the people whom are perceived to be backward and ru-
ral farm workers by the Shiva uranium company under Oakbay resources 
is an untold suffering. In the community of Mantariana, Klerksdorp area, 
this mine is not employing even one person. The community has no wa-
ter water while the mine has put a fence around a water source. The 
community says this water is greenish in colour, so it’s polluted and of 
no use for human consumption. I saw it from a distance and entry was 
restricted. Like I reported before during blasting which happens close to 
the community, residents describes it as war against them by the mine. 
They never bother to question the mine. Worst of all the children do 
not attend school and the people whom they vote for elsewhere during 
elections simply don’t come back. 

Limpopo \ 
ToKELo/ SEKuTLoNG CoMMuNITy AT LIMPoPo (S.C.M.A.C)

We have been drinking water from Motse River that is polluted by 
the acid mine drainage from Twickenham. As the result we experience 
diarrhea. The municipality started the water supply project after that 
they failed to finished the project. On the 11 June 2016 Sekutlong village 
received water from municipality only to find out that water is not on 
good quality it smells “jik” and when we cook it seems like it is not good 
as the water we usually used to cook with. We are really risking our 
healthy to drink this water and our government does not care about our 
health. And we are sure about this water has been fetched from Tubatse 
river because they are not clean at all.

CoMRAdE SELoWA/ MoNAMETSE/SEKHuKHuNE/2Nd AuGuST 
2016

MONAMETSE community members are struggling for drinking water. 
The water is green in colour but the people used to drinking it, they do 
not have choice They fear for illness, in particular, diarrhea. Time before 
mine operations the river was flowing regularly and powerfully. The wa-
ter is very dirty. The municipality is responsible to give us water. They 
really don’t care for local people. Mining operations blasted down the 
natural springs, as a results communities suffer from drinking water

BoKoNI :There is very high rate of unemployment in our village. Peo-
ple rely on wood dumped by the Bokoni Platinum mine for fuel. They 
cannot afford electricity. The guy with AMCU t-shirt he is restless by 
Bokoni plat mines. This happens since 2012 after the strike of R12.500 
movement of mine workers. Sipho khoza became a victim. Together with 
his leaders they were traveling to Rustenburg (Marikana) searching for 
information on how to resolve the strike.  Over this past two weeks mine 
security attacked him, they broke his doors on reason that he was hiding 
copper ropers which they never found.

mpumaLanGa \ 
THABo ELToN/IHAWu- LEMvELo/20TH JuLy 2016 

RAW SEWAGE IN EMALAHLENI ANd No SIGN oF THE MuNICI-
PALITy

Most of the streets of EMALAHLENI Witbank Mpumalanga province 
are surrounded by raw sewage that flows to the nearby river that affects 
the biodiversity of the stream and also the health of the public.  

We met Mr Mahlangu on 29 07 2016, a frustrated member of the 
community of Ext 5 EMALAHLENI, who is hopeless about the problem 
they are facing in their house  about the sewage that burst  inside their 
bathroom twice, which  leaves the house highly smelling. The Mahlangu 
family along with their neighbors, tried to contact the municipality for 
assistance, They promised that they are coming to their rescue but they 
never show up. So they decided to removed the back pipe of their toilet 
to stop the sewer from entering the house, at the same time to allow it 
to flow to the street. 

IHAWU-LEMVELO have managed to get hold of the municipal people 
who told us that the problem of sewer is caused by the in streaming of 
people coming to the area who reside at the back of many of the houses 
in the area as tenants

THABo ELToN/IHAWu LEMvELo/MPuMALANGA/21ST 
JuLy2016 

PyRITE ATTACK oN CoMMuNITy HouSES

The community of Vosman Witbank Emalahleni in Mpumalanga 
province are faced with a tremendous problems about the coal mines 
that operate near the community of Vosman. Since those coal mines 
began also the problems began where large amount of acids are being 
discharged to the nearby river that has resulted in eliminating the ex-
isting vegetation and changes to the general topography of the area, 
more especially wetlands situated near the river banks. Pyrite began to 
show in the nearby communities it was more visible in the houses, rocks 
and rivers where the pyrite began to destroy foundation of the houses, 
compelling the poor community to destroy their houses and relocates 
to other areas. Some members of the community Could not afford to 
relocate. They are forced to face the situation. They used to have access 
to the Oliphant Catchment that passes by the community of Vosman but 
that was destroyed and that is what we call development ? The question 
of the community is that “ what will be the solution for this situation; 
and who will be held accountable”?

LoRAINE KAKAZA/MPuMALANGA/27TH JuLy 2016 

“PAINS oF THE oLIFANTS RIvER”  – WITBANK WILL oPEN THE 
EyES oF THE WoRLd. 

On the 26/007/2016 we had a nice performance at the Mining and 
Environment Justice Conference, performed by the Mpumalanga Youth 
Against Climate Change and their play is called “Pain of the Olifants Riv-
er” I then interviewed them and asked why the pain of the Olifants river. 
This is what they said: MYACC is situated at Mpumalanga province at the 
Highveld region, this is a movement that uses arts to advocate environ-
ment consciousness through theater and storytelling were indigenous 
stories are told and preserved also with the heritage and history of the 
land were the environment is being degraded.

The time has arrived for the sleeping giant which is Africa to be awak-
ened, every generation has its own revolution, ours it’s the loss of envi-
ronmental consciousness of our own people and against the invasion of 
foreign multinational corporations to the land of our forefathers.

We have no doubts for what we feel and believe that we are destined 
to bring change and self awakening to the indigenous men of the land. 
We believe that climate change is a weapon well beyond scientific de-
scription and biological analysis brought by higher powers behind capi-
talism to create poverty and death. Through our alerts nothing is hidden 
a new consciousness is created, Witbank will open the eyes of the world.

tunatazama aLerts
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rustenBurG \ 
oLEBoGENG MoTENE/BuAMC/RuSTENBuRG/15TH JuLy 2016

THE RELoCATEd vILLAGE NAMEd AFTER A RIvER THAT IS dRy

DAY 2 of podcast training with Motlhabe monitors in the Pilanesburg 
area under the Moses Kotane local municipality. They are gathering 
more information about the water history in their community to finalise 
their access to water investigation. 

Mr Pilane who is an active member of the community and who is 
actively involved in the land claim case is sharing his knowledge with the 
team. The community was forcefully relocated in 1932 to the current 
establishment, the village is named after a river which is now dried up. 
This community has challenge with access to clean water as they have 
community borehole taps 200m away from each other and any yard 
connection is regarded as illegal, even though it was proposed by the 
government before at a price of R350 which the community protested 
against. 

The group is still busy with their investigation on the water challenge 
they experience.

WATER ISSuE

There is a serious issue of water access in Motlhabe (found in Rusten-
burg). Motlhabe village is divided into 5 sections, only 1 section doesn’t 
struggle much about water. It has been years now those people have 
been struggling with access to water. Promises are made each year in 
and out and the are no changes. Life Is very hard for those people, the 
Municipality has installed two JOJO tanks in 1 section and the mine near-
by has installed in all other sections. That did not solve the Issue because 
they are filled after a very long time. They can take weeks even months.  

‘Its truly hard for us because we are un-employed, but we have to 
spend R5 for a 25 liter of  water that won’t even last a day. My kids have 
to bath everyday when they go to school. 

I have to cook and wash their uniforms. How am I going to afford that 
when I’m unemployed” said a Mother of and a wife who has been a 
member of the community for more than couple of decades now. This 
issue, for some people  is a business opportunity.  Some of those who 
have boreholes they allow you to use the water as much as u like But 
every month end you pay R150. Some they deliver with donkies. For 10 
twenty five liters of water its is R50.                      

Mr Maxavana from a section named 16, charges R2 for size you will be  
filling. He made it clear that he is not in business, he is trying to help his 
neighbors. He only charges them those two rands for electricity.                                                                                                

It is really sad to see an old grand mother of about more than 60 years 
pushing a wheel-barrow for a distance of more than 400 meters to get 
water. Its sad because our grandmother these days they hardly bath, 
they hardly wash their laundry because water is expensive, in the old 
days life was easy because the rivers were never dry. This issue is truly 
affecting the community, because nowadays before you think of building 
your parents their dream house you must have a borehole first and it is 
expensive.

vaaL \ 
RHoNA RIET/vEJA/SASoLBuRG/5TH JuLy,2016

SASoLBuRG TAP WATER CoMES 
ouT LIKE BEER 

Sasolburg tap water. Yesterday wa-
ter was coming out slow and today 
our water is dirty. When I just boiled 
the water, there is no difference, it is 
still muddy

And people are not worried they 
believe it’s just muddy water. I fol-
lowed up and people told me:
“We didn’t sleep, our stomachs were 
upset”.
“It was flashing all night and that bad 
smell coming from their zinc”

“When I drink it, yoh I didn’t drink it my maag saal mos nou spoel if I 
drink it”

One lady told me a pipe burst so they were exchanging the pipes say-
ing that’s why it looked so muddy. And I went to the informal settle-
ments they have been drinking this dirty water for some time and they 
have same problem of the flashing system and bleeding nose. In my per-
sonal experience ....me and my sister we had a bleeding nose yesterday. 
Could this be linked with the water quality? In all of this and we were not 
as residents notified by the municipality what the problem was.

sigma mine

Sigma mine is ignored that it’s not far from a Community Primary 
School and they are not doing anything for the school health aspects 
nor case study? The school is near a mine and a refinery! There should 
have been a dust bucket at the school to monitor the dust. That kids are 
vomiting at school; the community members can’t even grow anything 
their soil is dead; Rhona Riet is currently busy with investigations and 
had so far interviewed teachers, one told her that when she arrived at 
school in 2008 her eyes were always red  she suffered from tonsils, and 
when they took them out the nurses who were operating her all got sick 
that’s how server her tonsils  were!

And another teacher said she suffers from headache and she has a 
problem with a bleeding nose; they said they have never laid complaints 
against the Sigma mine nor sasol because they didn’t know how serious 
this is.

5 JuLy-2 auGust 2016
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By: Nomaindia Gaji, Ndade and Ndade Pule

Stilfontein is a gold mining town situated between Klerksdorp 
and Potchefstrooom in the North West Province. In 2005, Stilfon-
tein was struck by a mining related earthquake which damaged 
the building in this town; this was followed by some gold mining 
handed over into liquidation. After that followed the sinkhole in 
2015, which led to the closure of the N12 next to the town. 12 
kilometers away lies the Khuma township, for many years the 
Khuma residents relied mainly on the mines for their survival. 
After the mining closure then emerged the Zama Zama’s out of 
desperation and need to be able to put food on the table for their 
families. This is a normal practice anyway in many mining areas 
by those with mining experience: they simply continue to do 
what they know best.

However for the Zama Zama’s in Khuma, the criminal activities 
such as gang related killings, stealing of copper cables and metals 
makes it difficult for the community to live peacefully with the 
Zama Zama’s. “As members of the community we are worried 
about the deadly crimes which involves the Zama Zama’s gangs 
known as the Terene’s and Matlama’s which are happening and 
increasing in our community”, said the community leader in the 
area. The Zama Zama’s in this community also operate as Izin-
yokas and they have been repeatedly reported by the police as 
murderers, gang members and thieves of cables and metals. Ac-
cording to the police reports in Klerksdorp, the SAPS has signif-
icant arrests since the year 2014 in the area and this involves 
the South Africans and the Lesotho foreign nationals, In 2015 
members of the Tactical Response Team (TRT Police) conducted 
an operation and arrested four Lesotho foreign nationals and five 
South Africans stealing cables and other scrap metals from the 
mining hospital, Duff Scott.  

While the SAPS have made several strides as per the reports, 
the community still remains unhappy with the police. A commu-
nity member who wished to be anonymous said: “The corrupt 
police in Khuma and Stilfontein are enjoying the regular direct 
cash payments from the Zama Zama’s after having assisted to 
transport the stolen cables”. In a protest organized by the com-
munity in 2015 to the police station, the community presented 
their memorandum and complained about the police who are 
colluding with the criminals and the police vehicles which are pa-
trolling the mines instead of the community which need them 
most. Meanwhile the police top officials argue that it is irre-
sponsible and not true that the police are doing nothing to fight 
against the Zama Zama’s and its corrupt officials. The Khuma and 
the Kanana township are the mining communities in Klerksdorp 
characterized by high levels of crime, mostly gang related, pov-
erty and unemployment. In these communities the mines are 
responsible for it. 

While noting the advocacy efforts to pushing for the legislation 
of Zama Zama’s artisanal mining out there, it is also imperative 
that we put the community at the centre in everything we are 
doing, the activities of the Zama Zama’s in Khuma township are 
by and large not in the good books of the community, all that 
is seen is misery and pain not a survival activity which seeks to 
replace the current mining laws favoring the foreign investors 
wishes, while our own people whom they formerly employed 
and exploited continue to battle for basic needs such as food, 
water, clothing and electricity. 

By Budeiks Morapedi, Petrus Moshe, Tuelo Bantsijang

Next to the Wolverand gravel road coming from the N12 Road 
near Jouberton Township in Klerksdorp, lies a small community 
known as Mantariana. According to Daniel Kgotleng, this com-
munity was named after the Italians who once owned the land. 
This area today is a poverty stricken community of about twelve 
households with no running water, electricity, and jobs despite 
being situated in close view of the Shiva uranium and gold pro-
cessing plant. The Justice and Peace (J&P) monitors found a total 
number of seven (7) children in the area on the 20th July 2016 
aged between four to nine years, what shocked us was to hear 
that all children do not attend school simply because there is 
none around, said Nomaindia Gaji, a community monitor. All the 
other children born in the area do not stay in the community for 
the sake of acquiring education, they are in Jouberton and Tigani 
Townships, said Noni Kgotleng. 

For years the community lived without access to health facil-
ities as the mobile clinic vehicles do not enter inside the com-
munity, they simply stop at the gravel road for few minutes and 
go during unnoticed dates. Mr. Johannes Pule, who previously 
worked in a project which monitored the availability of the mo-
bile clinics around the farms in Matlosana confirmed this by say-
ing the laws doesn’t allow them enter.

According to David Thamae this community begs for water in 
neighboring farms because the water tank which was provided 
by the government is empty all the time. The community mem-
bers say they feel abandoned and with no hope, when asked by 
the monitors in regard to the upcoming 2016 local government 
elections, the group confirmed that they will be hitting the dust 
running to cast their votes in Dominionville, this is a nearby com-
munity where they normally vote. In another open question di-
rected to a group of about eight adults, it became clear that they 
didn’t know who the ward councillor was. 

Just like in the community of Rietkuil which is only five kilo-
meters away, the Shiva uranium mine has not employed even 
one person, no corporate social responsibility and community 
consultation. Mr Samuel Lebeko said, the mine doesn’t recruit 
in their community, they rather go to Tigani and Jouberton. The 
community is worried about their houses which crack every time 
the mine does blasting; this activity takes place very close to their 
houses. 

This community is not sure about who is their landlord at pres-
ent, the last time we have seen eye to eye with our landlord Mr. 
Da Silva, a Portuguese man was in 1996 before he passed on, his 
family later relocated and left us without saying anything at the 
hands of the worse, said, Noni Kgotleng. This farm could be one 
of those which the mines bought from the farm owners and this 
happened without consulting and informing the people as the 
law requires. 

In commemorating Mandela day, J&P members donated cloth-
ing to the community members as a way of showing love and 
care to the people. In his address to the coordinator of the J&P 
Mr. Petrus Moshe said that the organization will work towards 
promoting the human dignity of the people in this community 
by calling on all government departments to come on board and 
render the services for the people of Mantariana. 

kLerksdorp

zama zama’s or izinyo-
kas?

tHey LeFt us witHout 
sayinG anytHinG!
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By Mahadio Mohapi, Lebohang Maitsile 

When the residents of Kanana township in Orkney first heard 
that a shopping mall was to be built in ward 25, they showed 
great excitement and happiness, this massive development was 
indeed welcomed by many in the community as the mall will 
make the people’s life easier; however in this, the stuck reality 
remained the question of how many locals will work in the con-
struction and in the shops once completed. To us it seems there 
should be bloodshed and arrests every time before people get 
jobs, said Keletso Molebatsi, a local resident. 

The residents look up at this mall as their hope because the 
mines around in the area have failed for many years to employ 
locally because of bribery, nepotism and cheap labor. The most 
common problem about these developments is that they usually 
benefit the politicians, the councilors receives the projects within 
their wards and discuss it with their fellow party members and 
appoint the community liaison officer (CLO) who also discharge 
nepotism in the execution of the duties. Seun Mojalefa said, “The 
struggles of the people in the community has always been to find 
jobs, the gangsterism problem we have here is caused by the suf-
fering in families”. 

The local contractors grouped themselves and came up with 
the Kanana business forum, this forum landed in a crossfire some 
time ago with the community for alleged briberies and failing to 
consult with community on matters related to jobs in the shop-
ping mall project. This left the community frustrated because 
all structures created to serve act on their self interest and not 
according the wishes of the community. A community monitor, 
Mahadio said they had a meeting with the Mayor of Matlosana, 
Michael Kgauwe to ask him to intervene because the councilor of 
the ward, Mpho Phakwe presented himself as biased in all prior 
engagements.  

The community is worried about the corruption which is taking 
place, they say it will extend right straight up to the recruitment 
of the people once the stores being built are completed. Nana 
Morake said, she has lost the trust of the community leaders, 
more especially the ward committee and the councilor because 
they empower people who are within their circles. The Kanana 
business forum complained about the Mayor who campaigned 
for the ward 25 councilor when he was called to Kanana to help 
resolve the issues of the main contractor who didn’t want to 
work with the forum, they say this was not the right platform for 
him to do that. 

The Kanana employment struggle has come a long way, the 
youth has at one point took their frustrations to the street de-
manding jobs from the Anglo Gold Ashanti mines and the Tau 
Lekoa mine which is only 5 kilometers away from the community. 
The community has created the structure called the Kanana un-
employment forum with a mandate of demanding the jobs in any 
development project coming to the community and in the mines. 
Thapelo Molefe said, “the struggle to demand jobs will continue 
until crime is rooted in the community”.  

By Tshepo Mmusi and David Gaanakgomo

Many people in our communities wish and hope for employ-
ment with a view of living a better life and to support their fam-
ilies, but the reality of life and mine exploitation presents them 
with the opposites. In the early 1980’s gold mining in the Klerks-
dorp area attracted labor from different areas across the country 
and the continent. Migrant workers came as far as the former 
Transkei (Eastern Cape) and neighboring counties such as Leso-
tho, Mozambique, Malawi etc. with the hope of earning a better 
life. The Klerksdorp local economy was booming those years and 
companies such as Anglo Gold Ashanti were profiting abnormally 
with sweat from our brothers and fathers who left their families 
with the aim of making money for them. Unfortunately labor-
ers were paid peanuts which made it impossible to make ends 
meet back home, and resulted in family break-ups because men 
will be in Klerksdorp for many years without going home to their 
families because they earned very little. These also resulted in 
extra-marital affairs by men in mining hosting communities such 
as Kanana, Khuma and Jouberton.

After many years of hard work in gold mining it is unfortunate 
that many miners are not aware of their benefits they are enti-
tled to by virtue of working in the mining company. Such bene-
fits include their pension funds, which are left unclaimed. Many 
ex-miners left mining houses such as Anglo Gold Ashanti and 
Harmony after being retrenched empty handed without claim-
ing what is due to them, and as a result they become immediate 
burdens to their families because most of them come home suf-
fering from respiratory diseases such as TB, asthma and others 
even die of silicosis. Challenges of poverty and diseases become 
the order of the day and those who remained behind will have to 
inherit legacies of corporate power, which stunt the poor.

Like other miners who left the company without claiming the 
pension fund, Sizwe Grootboom is one of the miners who left 
the company in 1998 after being retrenched and headed straight 
to the Eastern Cape after working for Anglo Gold for 26 years. 
According to him, he says he was served with documents stat-
ing that he was to be retrenched and after that he was given an 
amount of R 20 000 cash, which he took home with him and after 
that no further communication was done between him and the 
company. Today an office which works with pension funds claims 
for ex-miners has been established in Vaal Reefs number 1 at the 
former Vaal Reefs security barracks. The office has been estab-
lished to trace monies owed to ex-miners and to also locate them 
or their next of kin in order for claims to be made. The names of 
all ex-miners who have not claimed their pensions are put on the 
notice board for claimants to see.

This is one last hope for ex-miners to have something that they 
can all claim from the mining corporations after being stripped 
of their health, dignity and self-worth. The relieved Sizwe, with 
a smile on his face said “at last I will be at peace and my family 
will reap the fruits that I planted for many years for white people, 
and now I can die in peace” after his application for his claim was 
put in. This is the only consolation mine ex-workers can look for-
ward to, and the Justice and Peace members are helping to put 
the word across, that those who have not yet put their claims in 
should come forward.       

/ Justice & peace

tHe struGGLe For JoBs is 
Far From over

ex-miners’ Last Hope in 
LiFe
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By Katlego Malesa

It’s been two years since the community of Ga-Makgopa have 
been experiencing water problems and survive by drinking water 
from the river and by buying from the trucks selling water around the 
community. The cause of the problem started from the borehole that 
supplied water made by the mine which was damaged. The machine 
which was pumping the water was said to be not working because 
of the switch which was not working properly and that they didn’t 
find another switch. The municipality took the machine for repair but 
didn’t fix the problem, they provided the community with another 
borehole which was not providing water to the community because 
they didn’t find water underground. 

The community have nothing to do because they were referred 
from one person to the other with regard to the problem. The solu-
tion for the problem is to find an alternative place where they can 
drill another borehole that can supply the community with water or 
alternatively connect pipes and supply the community with water 
from the mine dam and to clean the water for communities to get 
clean and healthy water.

An affected community member said the course of the water or 
borehole problem started when a big thunderstorm heat the ma-
chine and it stopped working. “We are affected so bad that we ba-
sically don’t know the work of the chief and the government. The 
mine is busy in our back yards blasting and making money whilst we 
as communities are suffering, just imagine an elderly person push-
ing a wheelbarrow going to the river to get water, which is very bad 
and painful. We are so angry that we can’t even vote for any political 
party when we are suffering like this, we can’t vote because there is 
no development. Taking the matter to the chief was no use because 
he himself is been given water by the trucks that the government is 
sending in the community and not all of us are getting the water.”

unempLoyment in 
mototoLonG viLLaGe
By: Mmathapelo Thobejane

Mototolong is the new resident area that has been there for 20 
years, it consists of not old people but parents at the age of 55-60 
years. Most people here they allocate to this place after the building 
of the mine looking for jobs and get close to the place where they 
will have access to go to mines every morning without spending too 
much money they walk to mine offices and the mine shaft “Hackney.”

 
uNEMPLoyMENT AS A PRoBLEM

I went out to do interviews with the resident of Mototolong I man-
age to talk to Mrs Thobejane who is the parent [40] years, she said, 
“coming here was a relief, I’m one of the people who have been stay-
ing here for a while, but there’s no hope here I’m unemployed with 
my husband we have been submitting our CV since the operation 
started but we both still have no job”. So I asked her how they are 
surviving. She said: “we depend on grants and I have been raising my 
four kids with grants ever since we came here it’s really stressing to 
see people going up and down every morning going to work while we 
stay home and doing nothing”. Thanks to the family of Thobejane to 
share with us this information. 

I also visited an entrepreneur who is doing an internet café and 
t-shirt printing in our community. He said “My business is doing well 
since the operation, my problem is one since people are getting re-
trenched I think my business will be affected as local people were 
the ones who where supporting me, if they were getting married, 
tombstone or birthday event they used to print here now that they 
will be unemployed it will affect my business badly.”

I have noticed that teen pregnancy, prostitution and HIV increase 
as the result of unemployment. Young ladies are dropping out of 
school to sell themselves to old mine workers from the camp and 
those who are renting in the community. Widows are also trapped 
in this mess as they make money out of this foreign people from the 
mine. 

According to the elders in this community they said “things where 
much better back then, they used to plough and take care of their 
livestock and taking their kids to university but now everything has 
changed, we don’t have grassing land, our water is polluted and our 
livestock are dying every day. Gentleman are gangsters now because 
they steal and kill those who have some money and stealing of Plas-
ma TV is all over. The community is not safe at all”.

COnClusiOn

When asking what will be the solution on the situation people say:
• We now don’t have hope at all, those few people who were 

employed are now being retrenched. Things will be worse.
• No to mining because the community don’t benefit at all.
• If we as the affected communities don’t gain anything then it 

is better to stop these mines
Any query and more information feel free to contact author of this 

report

Limpopo \        

Ga-makGopa viLLaGe 
water crisis

left: Community borehole tap. Right: Residents receiving water from water 
truck. Image credit: Katlego Malesa
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House cracks in 
Ga-matHuLe
By Ouma Phala

Blasting is a big problem in 
Ga-Mathule village more es-
pecially for the elderly people 
who are unable to fight for their 
rights and challenge the mining 
companies. 

Dinah Phala from Ga-Mathule 
said since Chromax mine start-
ed doing the unsafe blasting, 
her house has been full of 
cracks and that the foundation 
of the house has started to split 
apart. She is unemployed and 
only survives by earning social 
grant which is too little to af-
ford to renovate her house and 

there is nowhere she can get money to do that.
She also has livestock such as chickens and goats which during 

blasting they run away whilst others sometimes die. Now she has 
lost hope that she will ever have livestock left for her to take care of 
her family now and in the future. She said it would be better if the 
mine relocates them to a better and safe place where she won’t be 
experiencing such problems.

animaLs drink & peopLe 
wasH cLotHes wHere sHe 
FetcHes water For 
cookinG

By Phinda Sekome

The community is divided into many sections, each section has two 
water tankers which are connected to taps. The community experi-
ence water shortages because some of the sections like Ga-Moro-
pane at Ga-Kgoete they don’t have those tanks even now since 2014. 
Elizabeth Sekome, a 67 year-old female who fetches water from the 
borehole is experiencing water problems because she is using un-
safe water, animals drink the water where she fetches the water and 
other community members wash their washing there. Elizabeth said 
“I use the water to cook food and no one comes to take the water 
samples for testing and see if its good and safe for drinking and also 
said water is a serious thing for human beings to have.

She further mentioned that since she was born in Ga-Kgoete they 
have been experiencing water shortages until the Samancor mine 
supplied them with water tankers even through its not enough to 
supply the whole village with water and Ga-Moropane section they 
don’t have the water tankers ever since the Mayor said they will fix 
the problem.

Five women from Ga-Moropane talked to the municipality about 
how they suffer in terms of water whilst others are supplied water 
by taps. The municipality responded by saying they will fix the prob-
lem so that they can be supplied by water tankers but until now they 
didn’t get the solution showing that the problem will be solved.

SEkhUkhUNE COMBINEd MINING COMMUNITIES

/scmc

Above: Residents collecting water from the river. Image credit: Phinda 
Sekone
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mine dust cover tHe com-
munity and pLants
By Selowa Moshabi  

The community of Monametse are living in dangerous conditions 
whereby the entire community is facing environmental disasters on 
a daily basis.

The dust blowing daily and community members experiencing 
tough times during their lives when wind blows, the dust from the 
stock pile covers the entire community and their plants. Their lives 
are in danger because most of the community members are unem-
ployed, no money to go to the doctors to check their health status 
and as a result they feel unprotected in terms of their health. The 
health and safety regulations and their human rights are to be taken 
into considerations but they are not considered by the mining com-
pany. 

Relocated communities are seriously and closely impacted by the 
dust and impacts of mining, the heavy loaded trucks transporting 
mine minerals daily on the gravel road which also result in causing 
dust and also the private vehicles from the mines. They used to pour 
water on the gravel road as agreed but they do that as they like or 
wish.In the relocated communities the road is not a tar road as prom-
ised by the mine because they don’t want to lose money, the com-
munity tried to fight the mine to tar the road but they just said they 
don’t have money.

Where there is a tar road at the main street, there is no safety 
crossing lines for the children crossing the road when going to school 
on a daily basis and the road safety regulations are not applied for 
the safety of people as the road is busy and people use the road to 
cross always. In 2012 we lost two children crossing the road, drivers 
don’t obey the road rules and the community fears for their safety 
and the increase of deaths on the road. The mine that relocated the 
community was consulted but they silenced themselves even though 
letters were written to them but until today there is no reply

tHe trutH aBout 
unempLoyment in 
Ga-matHuLe community 
By cHromax mine 
By Tebogo Makgopa

I went to Chromax mine and met the mine manager called Mr. 
Vampy. I asked why they are mining here in our community and he 
said “we are mining here because there are more minerals to mine, 
Chrome.” I was curious and asked that if you are mining in our com-
munity why you are not employing us because you know that we are 
unemployed, he further replied that we can’t work here because as a 
community of Magadimane and the chief we are fighting that’s why 
we can’t be employed and when our community comes looking for 
employment he will tell them there are no jobs. As I understand Mr. 
Vampy that’s true because if we looking for employment we can’t 
get there and we have to go to Ga-Mampa Village to look for em-
ployment. 

In this community we are suffering more than the word suffer be-
cause of the mines. We do not have water, but the mine next to us 
has water and there is nothing they are doing to help the community.

Lack oF water is a sLeep-
Less proBLem in our 
viLLaGe

By Tokelo Mahlakoane

I am coming from Sekhutlong village, I am still crying about lack 
of water at our village. As Sekhutlong community we elected a ward 
counsellor but there is nothing she did in our community. We elected 
her to giving us any information coming from the municipality only to 
find out that there is nothing that she does for us. We found that all 
counsellors group themself in the mine and called themselves “CEF’’ 
(community engagement forum) because as the community we do 
not have access to say anything to the mine. What I am trying to 
say here is that all the counsellors got the positions in the mine in 
the name of communities and they got many salaries like “salary for 
counselor”, “CEF” and salary of “NMT’’. So you can see that the capi-
tal betray us and corruption going high.

Our village is affected by Twickenham mine. Many years ago we 
were drinking water from the river before the mines came so now 
because the capitalist are there, the water that we were drinking is 
polluted by mine drainage. Another thing is that our river is polluted 
by pampers. What I am trying to say here is that the water that we 
were having hope on it is now putting our life in danger, it is not 
healthy like before. And our government is doing nothing for us.

Limpopo \        

Left: dusty Road. Right: Paved road that causes acidents. Image Credit: 
Selowa Moshabi
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SEkhUkhUNE COMBINEd MINING COMMUNITIES

/scmc

Above: River that’s drying up and Residents line up water tanks waiting for 
water delivery. Image credit: Tokelo Mahlakoane
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By Jabulani Msezane

Mining started around 10 years ago in Tokologo area; during that 
time blasting was not extreme as it was recently opened. The mining 
company claims to be blasting twice a week but they blast almost 
every day. During blasting the heavy coal dust is blowing up the sky 
and drops back down to the ground as fine coal dust particles. The 
dust is dangerous because it invades houses, many people are afraid 
of their lives because they are not sure as to how dangerous is the 
dust to their health. Residents of Tokologo and the surrounding areas 
have complained about their houses cracking from the blasting but 
nothing is being done to address the problem. Rumors are that in our 
neighboring areas the mines compensate owners of the damaged 
houses whilst it ignores Tokologo as it’s an RDP house area, many 
houses have cracks and when it rains it’s a disaster.

empty promises wHicH 
made us anGry
By Khethile Jiyane

Our parents are working at a gardening project in Middelburg, 
they started this project on their own without the help of the munic-
ipality who today wants to own the project. They started the project 
as a hobby to keep themselves busy as elderly people and to support 
their families. Today they are angry because they are unable to water 
their plants because the municipal closed their taps. They don’t have 
water and in order to water their plants they have to carry bottles of 
water from their homes and sometimes collect from the river nearby. 
When the water tap was closed the municipality told them that the 
water will be opened once the department of agriculture, rural de-
velopment, land & environmental affairs come and inspect the area, 
and test the soil, give them equipment for working there as well as 
borehole for watering the plants, which was promised to be provided 
to them during the 2014/2015 to 2015/2016 financial year. The peo-
ple working there are pensioners and they depend on the garden for 
support and they also have to donate to pay rent on the land they are 
using, they sell the food at markets and on the streets.  The elderly 
people now decided to leave the project because they are not ben-
efiting anymore. Government makes empty promises and they are 
losing from their project. 

seweraGe at riverside 
By Nomsa Ntuli

At Riverside there is a problem of sewage blasting and is now caus-
ing a lot of sickness in the community. The community members of 
riverside have complained about the problem which is now turning 
into a pool of faeces and too much waste flowing. The bad smell 
which is caused by the sewage is smelling bad around the area.

Littering is also a big problem because it also mixes with the waste 
flowing from the sewerage and goes straight to the stream and pol-
lutes the stream.  

mpumaLanGa

mine dust FaLLs From tHe 
sky in tokoLoGo
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evictions in newtown, 
middeLBurG
By Sabela Skosana

I was surprised one day by my neighbor in Newtown (Avalon) tell-
ing me that he got an eviction letter from the municipality, as I under-
stand Avalon is an informal settlement. Our municipality forgot what 
an  informal settlement is and what causes it. As we know that in 
South Africa the high rate of unemployment and the poverty people 
are suffering is a big problem. 

As an activist understanding the situation, we collectively wrote 
a letter to the municipality in order for them to address the matter. 
In their response they said they really like to work with people like 
us because we help people and that their task team was handling 
the issue in a correct way and resolving it in a right way. However, 
they didn’t state what action was taken in solving the matter, which 
simply means they were lying to us because elections were near and 
they wanted the community to vote without problems, so they didn’t 
continue with the eviction. 

Informal settlements are caused by people who have been evicted 
from their land more especially the farm dwellers, people from the 
city who couldn’t afford to pay the bond houses anymore and those 
who are from other areas, cities, provinces and countries looking for 
employment where there are mines, factories and industries. Due 
to unemployment the rate of informal settlements is rising because 
even those who grew up in the informal settlements are unable to 
buy or rent houses in the city because they are unemployed and the 
shortage of skills is also a problem to the poor communities. What 
is shocking is that in South Africa there are thousands of informal 
settlements around the country but only our municipality is evict-
ing people from the informal settlements without relocating them to 
better houses. The South African housing rules says that people who 
can stay more than six months in an area have the right to stay on the 
land or either they must be relocated to an alternative area or land. 
Our government wrote the housing rules but they fail to abide by it.

LiFe is Hard LivinG next to 
a coaL mine
By Sabela Skosana

One day I visited the Skosana family who live on a farm called 
Kleinfontein in Arnot where there is a mine operating about four ki-
lometers away from the farm. I asked one of the family members 
how they live in these conditions that are harmful. He told me that 
there is no life in these conditions or situations because whenever 
the blasting starts the house will always crack. I noticed the house is 
full of cracks. I asked if the mine consulted them about relocation and 
Mr. Skosana said that one member from the mine came once and 
promised them that these issues are in a process of being resolved, 
but until today they didn’t come back with feedback.

The Skosana family suffers a lot because they can’t even repair 
their cracked house or even sleep in it because it might fall. In the 
family there are two members who are sick because of the mine dust. 
The impacts of mining in the farm are air pollution, water pollution, 
soil pollution and they negatively impact on the farm dwellers lives.

When I consulted a manager in the mine and asked him about the 
relocation of the family, he told me that the family is fine and that 
everything is good they have no problems, which is a lie because the 
family have many problems and unanswered questions.

/ saGrc / meJn / myacc/ iHawu LemveLo
ThE SOUTh AfRICAN GREEN REVOLUTIONARy COUNCIL / MIddELBURG ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE NETwORk / 

MpUMALANGA yOUTh AGAINST CLIMATE ChANGE 

Above: Impacts of mining on residents houses. Image credit: Sabela 
Skosana
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dumpsite inside tHe scHooL 
yard 
By Thabo Mogafe and Steven Nkabinde.

Zamani Primary School is one of the oldest primary schools in Kwa 
Thema which is situated in White City section. We have since estab-
lished that there is a dumpsite that has been inside the school prem-
ises and what worries is that the premises are fenced. The dumpsite 
has been there for more than five years and nothing is done about it. 
It’s a health hazard as there’s waste next to an old tennis court which 
school kids now use as a playground. It has a horrible smell, it attracts 
flies and these flies sit on the kids food and this can cause diarrhea 
and can lead to serious illness. 

We spoke to the caretaker and he didn’t allow us to get in the 
premises and take pictures hence we took them from outside the 
gate. He didn’t even allow us to go and speak to the principal to con-
front him about the dumpsite and the effects it can have on the chil-
dren, or every single person on the premises. 

These school kids now also use this dumpsite to throw away their 
waste. Outside the school premises there’s two other dumpsites, 
about 50 meters apart from each other. One is not far from the small 
school gate and the other one is on other side of the school where its 
facing Majola Street which is a main road. The one on the main road 
is a bit worse as there’s a car wash next to the dumpsite and you can 
imagine the rubbish that is thrown there which come out of the cars 
and kombis that are being washed there. 

When we went to the district education office they advised us that 
we should consult with the school committee, as it’s their responsi-
bility to make sure the premises are clean and safe for all. We tried to 
get access to speak to the principal but this was in vain. 

We advised the district office that we were denied access to the 
school and they said they will look into the matter and get back to us. 
We will not rest until we get to the bottom of this problem as some 
of our nephews and nieces attend the above-mentioned school. This 
school is situated at corner Majola and Thathahane Street. 

water is a HuGe proBLem 
For tHe peopLe oF 
ekutHuLeni section 
By Zethu Diko and Mpho Mthembu

In 1996 Ekuthuleni was established and people from other loca-

tions came to Ekuthuleni to build their own shacks. As years passed 
by more and more people built their shacks there and continue till 
today. 

Every block in Ekuthuleni has one running tap allocated to the 
people and all of them use it. The issue of water is a huge problem 
because sometimes we don’t have water for weeks and we have to 
go to the other blocks to get water. When there is no water there 
that means we must go to the neighbouring location to get water 
and they would charge us R5 for a 20-liter bucket of water and walk 
a distance back home. 

Every Friday the water stops running until Monday, so weekends 
we don’t have water. One of our block taps was stolen and when we 
reported the matter to the municipality they didn’t want to come 
and fix the tap. They say that because people destroy taps during the 
night. So the municipality came after two weeks to fix the tap and 
they said they wouldn’t again. Some community members have their 
own taps which they have asked the municipality to help them install 
in their yard for which they were charged R1500. So the community 
members who don’t have money they are forced to used one tap. 
The owners they don’t want to share their tap with others because 
they paid for their own. Some community members draw water from 
the pit and the pipe will be left without being monitored.

We have spoken to the street committee about the issues and we 
found out that the councilor is dividing Ekuthuleni section into two 
sections because she is not uniting the street committees in Ekuthu-
leni. So as a result now there are two sections which is Ekuthuleni 
section and Lindelani section.

The councilor was told that everyone wants their own taps and 
toilets, but she doesn’t listen to the community instead she promises 
to come and but does not. If she decides to come she comes with 
the metro police to insult us or she is busy campaigning she doesn’t 
have time.

The Government, in particular the department of water and san-
itation must take all the necessary measures to insure that all the 
community have their own running tap in each and every house. 

seLF-made coaL For tHe 
community oF tsakane 
ext 15
By Ayanda Baloyi and Vuyelwa Cindi

Families were relocated from Germiston (Knights and Anglo) in 
2000 to Tsakane Extension 15 in the informal settlement. Majority 
of people there are unemployed they rely on social grant in order to 
earn living. The community still use pit toilets, no electricity, they de-
pend on producing self-made coal as their source of energy. There’s 
no proper sanitation system.

Resident of Extension 15, Zandile Khoza (42), who has been unem-
ployed more than 10 years, lives with her 6 children who are also un-
employed. She feeds her family by selling the self-made coals there 
is no other source of income. In order to make the coal she uses duff 
and mixes it with dung and store it in the open field away from her 
house because there is not enough space to dry it. It takes about 4 
to 5 hours depending on the sun heat to get dry. She sells it at R15 a 
bucket for 5 litres. Approximately per day she sells about 10 buckets 
of coal. Some of the community members who can’t afford to pur-
chase coal they go and collect cow dung and mix it with soil, others 
wet the newspaper, make it round and wait to get dry to make the 
fire to cook, boil water and making the house warm.
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The self made coal produces a heavy smoke which has a bad im-
pact on their health as it causes chest pain, coughing, affect the eyes 
they turn red when making the fire. For children they have to stay 
far away when making the fire so that they don’t get burned and 
for safety purposes. Also they use their hands without protection to 
make the coal, causing the hand to crack. These are the results of 
poverty and unemployment that is the reason why people resort to 
such measures to keep themselves warm and cooking.

Most of the people who make the coal are women and children 
especially girls after school they have to assist their mothers to go 
and collect the cow dung, duff and soil, and also do the house chores. 
They do not have enough time to do their homework, even leisure 
time to play with their friends. There’s no safety for the women as 
they spend long hours in the field waiting for the coal to get dry.” Life 
becomes difficult when it’s raining” says gogo Agness, they have to 
store the coals inside the house it can take the whole day to get dry.

The community of Tsakane extension 15 they wish that their coun-
selor and the municipality can intervene in this painful situation they 
are facing and do something. They need proper sanitation and hous-
es. 

wasted eLectricity in kwa 
tHema
By Sandile and Mbeko 

Since February 2016 Kwa-Thema Municipality started an electrifi-
cation project that was to install mass lights at the Kwa-Thema hot 
spots as a strategy to prevent crime in different sections of the town-
ship where community members were usually robbed of their be-
longings, as the project made some sections happy, informal settle-
ments like Ekurhuleni was divided since there were some residents 
lived in RDP and others still living in shacks. The residents had dis-
agreements, others now wanted electricity as though they could take 
advantage of the project so their houses could be finally electrified 
and at the other hand the residence living in shack fought that they 
were sabotaged since they wanted RDP houses first. This electrifica-
tion project also raised concerns that who was paying for the wasted 
electricity these mass light were using since community had been 
fighting for the very expensive electricity prices they are charged and 
when they questioned the municipality about the matter no one was 
available as they were told as it is election time and everyone is busy 
campaigning. The question now the community has on their heads is 
who is important in this election period if they cannot be attended to 
by these municipalities.

tHreat to a wetLand in 
tHe community oF ext 9, 
kwa-tsadutza.
By Meshack Mbangula, Qedusizi Masina and Gugu Nkabinde.

The crisis of destruction of nature in South Africa is growing be-
cause of the selfish companies and Government, who destroy wet-
lands to enrich themselves.

Wetlands are one of our water reserves and which keep our fish 
and frogs in existence but the crisis of polluting and contaminating 
the wetland is growing and destructive to nature. The wetland in ext 
9 is faced with the problem of being used as a dumping area and 
why the Government decided to build houses close to the wetland it 
might be lack of information or corruption.

Extension 9 in Kwatsaduza in Ekurhuleni was built in 2003 as RDP 
houses for people whose been on the waiting list since 1996 some 
of them old age people and when they were told that their houses 
are ready they were very happy and did not care where the houses 
were built, only to discover later that they faced with wetland which 
brings lot of Mosquitos especially in summer and cold mist in winter. 
Households around communities are experiencing extreme problem 
of environment, there is no cause to celebrate the houses. Secondly 
if it rains hard the houses are full of water without any help from the 
municipality. That’s one issue with the community.

The most serious issue is destruction of the wetland by the people 
who are now using as a dumping area polluting it with rubbish that 
suppose to be collected by municipality, now the water is very much 
contaminated, the animals that live in the wetland are disappearing, 
and our ecological system is destroyed.

MUNICIPALITY 

The council of extension 9 when confronted indicated that people 
don’t know what they want, you give them houses they complain 
about water you give them water they complain about houses. 

The problem that we are facing now when try to interview peo-
ple in extension 9 they think we are from political parties. But Mr. 
Mthembu said: “my area of concern is making sure that the problem 
they are facing are dealt with according to the needs of the people 
and stop corruption”.

More information must be given to the people about nature such 
as Wetland. Because some of them don’t see a problem in dumping 
in wetland. We have taken into our hands that we will capacitate 
them.
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Born Free matricuLants 
not aBLe to pursue tHeir 
dreams 
By Tutu 

There are several challenges that we face from disadvantaged 
communities such as Kutlwanong. Amongst those challenges I would 
like to quote the one that is challenging the born free learners being 
hopeless while carrying matric certificate. The dream of every learn-
er is to see him/herself at a matric class like many other young peo-
ple. It is now 22 years of democracy but there are still matriculants 
who are unable to pursue their dreams due to lack of knowledge and 
access to WiFi at school for research purposes. 

The big question is what might be the barriers to these learners 
to pursue their dreams. Is it the fact that there are no libraries at 
school? Is it that there is no guidance for further aid and motivation? 
I think there is only one solution to the problem, that matriculants 
in disadvantaged communities should be assisted to make them re-
alise that they can use their smart phones for online application for 
bursaries and bursary loan like NSFAS instead of using them for un-
necessary things. 

Dr Nelson Mandela said education is a weapon, so it is up to us as 
activists to try and help these learners regain confidence and make 
them believe in themselves. 

water LeakaGes in 
pHomoLonG Hennenman
By Kagisho George Matsitsa

Water leakage is the biggest problem in Phomolong community, 
which in some occasions is caused by tap theft. The community is 
forced by this situation to buy plastic taps which are not durable in 
nature. The municipality and the community should join forces and 
work together in an attempt to dealing with this problem. The De-
partment of water affairs on the other hand should contribute by 
teaching and reminding the communities about the importance of 
water.

In this community of approximately 45 000 households, each 
household have 2 or more taps. It is therefore each house owner’s 
responsibility to take care of his/her taps when they are leaking since 
we have water problems in South Africa, this situation is making 
things worse. Phomolong residents are also facing the biggest chal-
lenge regarding leakages on pipes that supply water to the taps. 

Connie Katane one of the affected residents has been struggling 
with her leaking tap since 12 June 2016. The ground investigative 
monitor in Phomolong, Hennenman Kagisho Matsitsa, visited the 
house owner Connie about the matter. “I went to the municipal offic-
es several times to report the leakage”, said angry Connie, they said 
they will come during the week to fix the problem but they never 
showed up.

Most of the taps in Phomolong do not have main switches in the 
yard where water can easily be stopped during leakages to guard 
against water wastage since we have water challenge in South Africa. 
“I even called the municipal office in town (Henenman) about the 
matter but nothing was done to this day” added Connie to her latter 
sentiments. It is a disgrace to see how other spheres of government 
undermine and disregard the Batho Pele principles (people first prin-
ciples) which was endorsed to better bring services to the people.

Water supply becomes a problem at night because it is alleged that 
the municipality shuts down the supplying pumps at night, which be-
comes a problem to the individuals according to their needs. A few 
months back a house caught on fire during the night and there was 
no water to fight the flames that ate the furniture and trapped two 
kids inside. It is therefore our collective responsibility to save water 
and run the water awareness program to the public.

BLacks in wHites, our 
LoveLy aBandoned town
By Santos Phukuntsi

 
Municipalities are known for the developmental role they under-

take to their local communities. Development in this case should 
therefore act as a vehicle for social change and transformation to-
wards a better life for the people. Municipalities are carrying a great 
responsibility of delivering basic services to their people in a sustain-
able manner. In defining basic municipal services, the municipal sys-
tems act states that the municipal basic service means, “a municipal 
service that is necessary to ensure an acceptable and reasonable 
quality of life and if not provided, would endanger public health or 
safety or environment”.

Deep down in the Free State there is a small town called Hennen-
man and on its outskirts there is another small town called Whites. 
Whites was a small beautiful town established in the late 1970’s 
mainly for the white managers of the cement company formally 
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known as Blue Circle and now Lafarge. Blacks got to live in Whites 
after the democratic elections of South Africa in 1995. Black/African 
people moving in into Whites led to white people fleeing away from 
Whites. Currently, Whites is dominated by a black/African majority.

According to the municipal demarcations, Whites forms a greater 
part of ward 03 in Hennenman. Now, everyone’s inductive and de-
ductive logic will therefore dictate that residents living in Whites are 
voters in ward 03 and whoever becomes a municipal councillor in 
that ward automatically becomes responsible for Whites or whichev-
er the political party becomes responsible for ward 03 also becomes 
responsible for Whites.

We recently went to Whites to see if the residents are speaking the 
truth about their living conditions there. On our arrival at Whites, we 
witnessed horrible conditions that our people are living under yet 
they vote and participate in almost all if not all activities of the gov-
ernment. Some houses were heavily cracked, most of the residents 
residing there are unemployed and as a result they cannot apply the 
necessary DIY (Do It Yourself) to their houses. 

One of the residents who wishes to remain anonymous when 
asked as to why is the municipality not providing basic services to the 
residents, this is the answer we got, “the municipality said it won’t be 
able to provide services there as Whites is a private land that belongs 
to an unknown owner who’s alleged to have went out of the country 
a very long time ago”. Now we wonder as to what initiatives did the 
municipality took to locate the owner? This in itself necessitates the 
argument that the Property Relations Act of the South African con-
stitution be amended. 

The resident went on further to say they have to travel to town, 
which is far,  for the basic service such as the public clinic as the mo-
bile clinic can also not be provided to them. We further asked as to 
whether the residents are still paying their rates as part of their re-
sponsibilities so that we don’t become single sided on the matter. 
The answer that we received was that they were paying services and 
those who couldn’t, would apply for indigence and remained disqual-
ified, it was for those reasons that they boycotted paying rates.

This brings us to the basic question that, do our municipal council-
lors care for their own local communities? They only seem to be car-
ing during national and local government elections giving our people 
once off food parcels in five years term to ensure that they remain 
in positions of great responsibility without fulfilling those responsi-
bilities. Whites residents remains neglected of their rights, when the 
municipal systems act states, “the council of the municipality has the 
right to give members of the local community equitable access to the 
municipal services to which they are entitled”.    
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Business or pLeasure: my 
time in soutH aFrica

Dominique I. Mayden

Whenever I first meet someone from South Africa (SA), they all ask 
me one of two questions. How is South Africa different from Amer-
ica? And something along the lines of are you here for business or 
pleasure? I believe my answers for these questions has changed over 
the past two months. This is of course my first time visiting any coun-
try in Africa and it is different.

How is South Africa different from America? Well, before visiting a 
township I moved around in a couple of suburb of Johannesburg for 
about a week, staying at couple of bed and breakfasts while attend-
ing conferences. So my reply was of course an unhampered, filtered 
response of: “Uh, South Africa is a lot like a big city in America, it’s a 
lot like New York or Los Angeles, where I’m from, less green though 
more beige (the grass) ” and it is in a sense, it is in terms of atmo-
sphere and development, more city like.  Pleasure or business, “busi-
ness of course, I’m here to learn from a group of local activist as well 
as exchange with them video production skill.” 

My response soon began to change when I stayed in Mpumalanga 
for two weeks. I had the opportunity to visit two townships while in 
Mpumalanga, eMalachleni (Witbank) and Carolina. They call eMal-
achleni the city of coal. The town is surrounded by emissions ema-
nating from the coal mines that dig the city for what it’s worth. Once 
while coming home from a toxic tour with the Witbank monitors 
group, in the evening I was told to watch as the sun set. It was as 
though the pollution that had been high in the sky during the day, 
would come to settle with the people, on horizon at night. The pol-
lution was reminiscent of a cloudbank in the distance, as though you 
could walk through fog. In the mornings you would swear you could 
smell the pollution rise with the sun. 

Though there is an extremely high unemployment rate all over SA, 
every day the people in the townships moved. They dressed they’re 
kids, sent them to school, they went to school themselves, they hus-
tled for cash, they stayed busy. The monitors of Mpumalanga are a 
shining example of how some people choose to spend their time, 
in a bad economy and a bad situation. Hoping to bring about pos-
itive change to their areas by becoming activist. The monitors are 

not payed, but rather they network and accumulate skills to help 
them in their fight for environmental justice, to change the harsh cir-
cumstances that they were born into. Circumstances like breathing 
and drinking in pollution that they did not ask for. It was a privilege 
to work with such a conscious group of young individuals, the at-
mosphere is different in townships from that of the big cities. I can 
best describe it as the feeling of those who have less give more, and 
sometimes that just means giving up your time.

In my opinion, as an African American woman, I must say South 
Africa isn’t much different from the States when it comes to race and 
politics, in that, while living here, I feel as though I’ve entered into 
two different time periods, thus a whole different extreme. Racism is 
still very much alive in America, now with police brutality replacing 
Jim Crow laws, in a sense. Here, in South Africa, I see remnants of the 
past apartheid system and how the mining business, and the govern-
ments lack of care, reflects that of environmental racism against its 
black citizens. Whole communities of primarily black residents are 
being killed slowly in their own land, by their own government, with 
no one to fight for them except themselves with the help of organiza-
tions that seek to offer them assistance and resources.

Business or pleasure? The pleasure was all mine of course. I was 
privileged to work with such a conscious group of individuals. For 
me to be able to act as a resource to help them improve their skills, 
and to provide them with a platform to speak from. This has been an 
amazing experience as an undergraduate student from The Universi-
ty, California Santa Cruz and has changed the way I viewed the power 
of a collective mines and the desire to make a positive change, thank 
you for this opportunity.
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