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How are we doing?  This year the monitoring school continued 
its experiment with new tools for organising and communication. 
In this issue of Action Voices, we talk about our achievements and 
challenges.

Our work is unique. We seek to build our power by creating new 
forms of action, new ways of building community organisation.

We are unique because we build environmental and social 
awareness in the communities, starting with the community.

Over the years we have written and talked about injustices in 
the community caused by the mining houses. We have monitored 
issues and actions in the communities and we have helped to keep 
the community informed on what is happening around them. 

We have trained a large number of activists to conduct research 
and use social media platforms. We trained activists to write re-
ports and news articles.  Through our work we connected activists 
across communities in Southern Africa. 

We put out our stories to be read around the world. 
We have done all these as volunteers. A large number of moni-

tors are unemployed youth. 
It is not easy to organise in the community. Organising requires 

resources which we don’t have. It is hard to work when every oth-
er person we work with is unemployed. It is hard when we don’t 
have access money to print newsletters, for transport, or data to 
use the internet. It is not easy to organise a community in poverty, 
whose main concern is putting food on the table. It is easy for pol-
iticians and mining corporations to bribe community leaders and 
even activists and to break community organisation.

It is hard to stand up in protest because police use more vio-
lent tactics to stop community protests. Politicians and traditional 
leaders are becoming more desperate and are targeting individual 
activists.

In spite of this we refuse to give up.  We continue to strengthen 
our movement and to build self-confidence and the determination 
to resist. We continue creating new tools and tactics and building 
independent community groups. We continue building networks 
to link globally with other activists. We are intensifying our action 
to resist powerful corporations and corrupt government. 

Aluta Continua!

Tunatazama means: 

Ndiku Jongile
Kego beile leihlo
Ngiku Bhekile
Oppas
Ke go tlhomile leitlho
Ndovha Livheleka
We are watching

We adopted Tunatazama as a slogan for the commu-
nity monitors school because it best described what we, 
as community monitors and activists, do. Tuntazama is a 
message we send out to business corporations and gov-
ernment officials: “We are watching you”.

Tunatazama is also a challenge to ourselves as activists: 
open your eyes, observe the little things that makes life a 
misery for the community, observe the  causes of destruc-
tion in our environment. Observe the little things we do 
that can make us strong. Tunatazama, a Swahili word, was 
given to us by our comrade Nizar Seleman, from Tanzania, 
who participated in the monitors school in 2013. 

Tunatazama is more than just seeing, it is the first step 
to action.

in oUR own voice

Left: The Community Monitors Facilitation Team. Right: Community Monitors plan the Tunatazama Alerts. Image credit: Community Monitors



3

The Community Monitors School was set up in 2009 with 
just ten community monitors from different mining communi-
ties. Today the programme has evolved to include close to 100 
community monitors from over 30 local villages, townships 
and informal settlements in mining areas.

The programme was set up by the Bench Marks Foundation 
to support mining affected communities to talk in their own 
voice and take the lead in their struggles. Bench Marks be-
lieves in the call “Nothing for Us Without Us”.

The PARTiCiPAnTs in The sChooL 

The Monitors School operates in the following areas:
Rustenburg and Limpopo (Platinum Mining) 
Mpumalanga (Coal Mining) 
Ekuhuruleni (post Gold mining) 
Vaal Triangle (Iron and Steel, Oil and Coal mining) 
Welkom (Gold Mining) 
Klerksdorp (Gold and Uranium mining) 

There are other mining areas in South Africa, but we work 
only in these areas because we do not have resources to go 
wider, and because our way of working is to engage intensely 
with each community over a period of time.
The AiMs And MeThods oF The MoniToRing sChooL 

The aim of the Monitors School is to help local activists de-
velop core organising skills so that they can strengthen their 
local community organisations. We help local activists, the 
community monitors, to develop skills of observation, anal-
ysis and innovative community actions. They learn to docu-
ment problems and they learn story telling skills to get their 
message out. 

The Monitors School is a process of reflection and action. 
The community monitors are introduced to ideas and tools in 
action. They come together each month to agree on the tasks 
that they will implement. At the next meeting they reflect on 
these tasks and agree on new tasks. 

The Monitoring School is not a structure or organisation, it 
is an action-reflection process.

Observe, 
document, 
analyse/strategise, 
act , 
evaluate, 
prepare for new action

how The CoMMuniTy MoniToRs sChooL woRks.

• We invite local community based organisations to join 
the programme. They select from among their mem-
bers a group of activists who will participate in the 
programme of activities for the year. In some areas the 
community based organisation selects a facilitator to 
coordinate activities in the area. The community mon-
itoring school group is made up of these activists and 
facilitators.  

• The group meets at least once a month to identify the 
key social and environmental problems experienced by 
the community, and around which their organisation 
wants to take action. 

• The group is introduced to skills and tools essential to 
building community awareness and action.

tHe woRK oF tHe coMMUnitY MonitoRs scHooL

Community Monitors at work. Image credit: Community Monitors
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The skiLLs

The group of community activists and facilitators learn to Observe, 
Investigate, Create a story and Communicate.

1. obseRve 
Activists learn to observe problems in the area to alert the com-
munity and the rest of the world to these problems.
• They learn to document their observations in a short sharp 

statement and a picture or make a voice or video recording. 
• They post this information on a WhatsApp chat group which 

links all monitors in the programme.
• This information is posted on the group blog located on the 

community monitors website http://communitymonitors.
net.

• The post is available to the activists via an App “Tunatazama 
Action Voices”. All monitors with smart phones can download 
this App on their mobile phones. 

1. invesTigATe
Activists learn to investigate problems and to present an evidence 
based report 
• They gather information and evidence to help them analyse 

the problem or issue they have chosen to focus on.
• They then put their information together into an article that 

can be published in the media.

1. CReATe A sToRy 
Activists learn to put together a story
• Using the information gathered they write a story based on 

facts and on the feeling of the community. 

1. CoMMuniCATe 
Activists learn to use the media
• The groups is trained to get their story out to the community 

and the larger world through newsletters, local newspapers 
and radio and the social media.

The TooLs 

Over the years we have developed several media tools and trained 
monitors in using these tools.

whatsApp group 
Over 100 activists post their comments, pic-
tures and audio and video clips on a WhatsApp 
chat group.

website
The writings, pictures and audio clips of all 
community groups since 2009 are posted on a 
blog which can be viewed on the internet via 
our website: communitymonitors.net.

Crowd Map
Activist’s observations are posted on a digital 
crowd map which shows the location of each 
observation.

Mobile App
All blogs and Alerts written by activists can be 
viewed on our mobile app “Tunatazama Ac-
tion Voices”. This is an android app which can 
be downloaded from “Google Play”

news Letters 
Community Groups are supported to prepare 
their own newsletters. Facilitators from differ-
ent community group come together to pro-
duce a magazine which publishes stories and 
alerts written by local activists. 

Community Monitors in planning, Mpumalanga and the vaal. Image credit: Communty Monitors
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FACiLiTAToRs oF The CoMMuniTy MoniToRs sChooL

In 2016, in collaboration with ten local community organisations, 
we the facilitators of the Community Monitors School, organised 
close to 100 community activists in our monitoring network. These 
activists are located in over 35 villages, township units and informal 
settlements affected by mining operations in 5 provinces of South 
Africa. They work within these communities to raise awareness of 
the community around community problems and possible commu-
nity actions. 

All of these communities experience high levels of poverty and 
unemployment and their main concern is to put food on the table. 
Community members see government and political party officials as 
corrupt and uncaring and are often not interested in talking with gov-
ernment. 

Government departments do not actively defend the interests of 
the people relating to problems arising from mining, and mining cor-
porations do not respond to community requests, often passing the 
community off to junior officials who do not have the power to make 
decisions. 

Working in these contexts has required us to develop innovative 
ways to work with the communities over the past years.

The following is our reflection as Facilitators of the Community 
Monitors School of our achievements and challenges.

ouR AChieveMenTs

We are slowing developing skills, tools and platforms for commu-
nity voice, an important dimension of powerful community action. 
During 2016, building on the work of the monitors school of the pre-
vious years, we moved the work to a higher level, and achieved the 
following:

• The research and writing skills of monitors improved tremen-
dously .

• We trained a group of 30 monitors in 7 areas who now have 
experience in writing

• The community monitors wrote hundreds of articles and posted 
pictures to show the problems of the community. 

• As facilitators we have produced four editions of our Magazine 
“Action Voices” during 2016 at the rate of 1 every 2 months.

• We brought local community activists  and activism into the dig-
ital space.

• We increased the number of monitors using smart phones for 
activism.

• Our Weblog , Facebook page and Tunatazama App are live plat-
forms with contributions of monitors on a weekly basis.

• We created a user friendly App which is easily and freely down-
loadable on a smart phone, and enables our monitors to see 
their work and the work of other monitors.

• Our Facebook page is regularly updated and today we have 
1139 fans.

• We producd short sharp alerts  with photographs and posted 
them on our WhatsApp group on a weekly basis.

• Monitoring school learning and reflection sessions are held reg-
ularly in various communities. This has helped local organisa-
tions keep together and active.

The ChALLenges we FACe As FACiLiTAToRs

While we have achieved much, our work carries many challenges.

• We do not have sufficient financial resources to run a full 
programme. We are largely a groups of unemployed people 
without adequate finances for internet connectivity, data, 
computers, cellphones, and transport. 

• It is not easy to get the active participation of people in com-
munities when more then half are unemployed and living in 
poverty. The local organisations we work with have very little 
resources and struggle to hold meetings and to develop long 
term programmes.

• Putting together a dedicated team of monitors is sometimes 
a challenge. The need for income for the monitors remains 
an ever pressing challenge. While a core of monitors are very 
active, it takes a lot of hard work to get monitors to be con-
sistent in their participation. Monitors are volunteers, most of 
them unemployed youth.

ouR woRk CAn be see on ouR

weblog: https://communitymonitors.net
Crowdmap: https://communitymonitors.crowdmap.com/main 
Mobile App: Tunatazama Action voices 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/CommunityMonitorsnet-
work/

a ReFLection oF oUR woRK in 2016

Representatives of the Community of the Uranium village of Dominionville 
in Klerksdorp, where community monitors are very active. Image credit: 
Community Monitors
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TunATAzAMA ALeRTs. 

Monitors observe problems and activities in their local area and 
document these in short sharp reports with pictures. These reports 
are posted on the WhatsApp chat group for other monitors to read. 

The WhatsApp posts are then re-posted on the weblogs and 
crowdmap. Monitors are able to read these posts on a mobile app 
“Action Voices” which can be downloaded on android phones from 
Google Play.

The Tunatazama Alerts is firstly a training tool. Monitors are 
trained to be observant of what is happening in their local communi-
ty as well to create short sharp reports with pictures that tell a story 
very quickly. 

The Alerts secondly is a support for local organisation and commu-
nity education. Monitors feed their reports into their organisational 
activities and engage people in the local community on problems 
and issues they experience.

We began experimenting on the Tunatazama Alerts system in July 
2016.  We selected a group of 30 monitors to post regular reports. 
We assisted each monitors with data to make a regular posts. The 
group in total posted 122 alerts. These alerts can be viewed on our 
App and Website.

As facilitators we learnt that the system worked very well from a 
technical point of view. Monitors easily used their smart phones to 
document and write reports. They key problems we faced included:

• Most monitors do not have smart phones or have low qual-
ity phones which take poor pictures.  We realised that If we 
have to include all 100 monitors in this activity then we would 
need to provide a large number with smart phones.

• Data is expensive in South Africa and this placed a restriction 
on Monitors working freely with their smartphones. 

• Monitors required a lot of training support and practise to 
write short sharp and informative reports. 

• Monitors require a constant encouragement and motivation 
to post  on a regular basis.

-  
FeedbACk on The ALeRTs ACTiviTy 

Monitors who participated in the Tunatazama Alerts activity com-
mented  on their experiences.

• By observing and writing down these short reports I am de-
veloping my skill and my writing skills are growing 

• The regular posts are giving us important information
• I enjoy reporting on local problems 
• I see these alerts growing into an important source of infor-

mation which would not otherwise get reported. 
• It is great to see our news spread all over
• We are beginning to see that we have a lot of experience in 

the community 
• The Alerts programme has helped and motivated me to reg-

ularly write stories on issues that the community takes for 
granted or simply don’t know , even though it is happening 
in their own area.

• It is great to see our stories in print 
• When I show people the stories I write they give me more 

information on what is happening in their area
• Writing stories leads to thinking about a solution
• Previously I was not involved , I was not an activists, now I am 

growing as an activist. 

buT TheRe ARe ChALLenges 

• When people saw me photographing the water tank which 
had no water the people expected me to solve this problem 

• Writing regular stories about the community, makes you vis-
ible as an activist and this can be risky. A few years ago I saw 
an activists killed in our area. But I haven’t given up. I am de-
termined

• There are many stories in the community but people are 
afraid to talk 

• Our writings, published on the internet are out of reach of the 
community who do not have access to the internet. If we had 
the resources, we could print a newsletter. 

Activist Lorraine kakaza interviews an injured coal mine worker in
Mpumalanaga. Image credit: Community Monitors
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dusT in ouR CLoThes, in ouR Lungs
Community Alerts/ buda Lentswe/ Rustenburg-Motlhabe/ 
6 August 2016 

Motlhabe village is one of many rural villages with poor public 
roads – that is roads with no surface material added. This has been 
an issue ever since Motlhabe village was formed.

The Village faces a very serious problem of dust. In the early hours 
of the morning and around 16.00 hours of the day, huge trucks and 
vans from the mine pass through the village causing a lot of dust.

Mr Enoch Letsholo from 16 section lives 15 meters from the road. 
He  complains about dust entering the house. The furniture is always 
dusty. ”Even when I do my laundry I always worry about the dust, the 
better day to wash your clothes is on Sunday” he said.

During dry periods unpaved roads also generate a lot of dust, al-
tering roadside vegetation and causing breathing problems and lung 
diseases most especially affecting children. During rainy periods it is 
worse as the road gets very muddy and cars struggle to pass.

In 2012 the community protested against the mine. They demand-
ed better roads and employment.  By 2013 the mine had paved half 
of Motlhabe. People living in 16 section say that promises are always 
made but they just never become real.

Community Alerts/ Mmathapelo/ Limpopo-sekhukhune/ August 
2016

Mmathepelo visited different communities in Sekhukhune in the 
first week of August, with a visitor. These are here notes from her 
visit:

noTe one: CoMMuniTies sTART A new sTRuggLe AgAinsT 
The Mine

After the documentary at Atok Bokone mine at Monametse and 
Monametsane village we received a call that communities leaders 
were meeting today to discuss the strategy on how to deal with the 
company Anglo we joined them after their meeting. At the meeting 
there were also the ex-miners forming part of the community, and 
they told us they are ready to fight against the mine that brought 
NMT to their shaft and people lost their work. So this is just the be-
ginning of the struggle.

noTe Two: A woRkeR whose job wAs sToLen
Good evening comrades, today as we continue with our journey 

on the Eastern part of Limpopo near Twickenham mine, we visited 
the community of Magobading. Some individuals have shared their 
stories. Besides the challenges they are facing we found out that 
there was a gentlemen who has never worked at the mine but he 
has been going for interviews several times since 2010 and he has 
been called  for medical examination and he even went to Dover 
to test but he has never been called to come to work. He went for 
an interview again last year but couldn’t get the job because he did 
not have the competent B certificate that allows him to work un-
derground. Last year he found out that his name was on the data 
base of mine employees, yet he was not employed, he went to mine 
and also took the matter to the lawyer’s, when the lawyer contacted 
the mine he then after some days received a call from another mine 
Modikwa  Platinum mine to come and work there. After talking with 
his advisors they told him not to consider the job offer. Even now the 
mine never gave him the true story about what is happening. There 
were 3 victims on this matter from the same community but earlier 
this year the other victim died.

“Communities affected by mines are facing challenges everyday 
and it’s so painful to know that someone is working at the mine un-
der your name this mines don’t respect the people or communities 

they are working  with what they need is just profit”.

noTe ThRee: LoCAL PeoPLe don’T geT jobs
Today we went to Ga -Mashabela village we managed to talk to 

one of the headmen at the village. He took us for a walk where he 
shared with us about how the mine affects them and the deals at 
the Tsate mine that is about to open soon. At Tsate, he explained 
that the mine is not caring about them as a community as this even 
created some conflicts around the village. He said that the mine list 
for whom would get job was that of the municipality and traditional 
chief. They print them and apply jobs for the people from outside. 
That’s why in the village there is high rate unemployed people.

noTe FouR: iLLegAL ChRoMe Mining
And they suffer illegal mining of chrome that is happening at 

Selepe village. The trucks go up and down in the village. They are 
afraid that  one day  the accidents might happen  as it is a gravel road 
with no signs in it and children play on  the streets. And again it is bad 
for their health as the dust is too much.

noTe Five: PRobLeMs in The CLiniC.
We also visited the Clinic to find out about the statistics around 

the STI, HIV others sickness ,we have been told that since the mines 
started to operate the HIV-AIDS increased too much. They also told 
us about the supply of the condoms at the clinic, that people prefers 
the flavoured ones  but they only get that once and they didn’t last. 
So they think  if the government can supply the clinic  it will make a 
change to the community. The also told us about how they struggle 
to get ambulance at the Clinic. They use 1 ambulance from Mecklen-
burg hospital which is 10km away from them. During rainy seasons 
because of the mud at the road they don’t have access. And they 
wish if something can be done about it. They also said that the nurs-
es don’t have accommodation as two Sisters  are supposed to work 
standby but because  of accommodation  they knockoff  at 16:00.

noTe six: The CATTLe ARe dying.
Today we met with the herdman from  Morapaneng, Dithabaneng 

and Ditwebeleng.The main issue was about the livestock  that is dy-
ing as a result  of drinking  water from under ground. The mine has 
built the dam promising them that they will supply them with water 
but even today they never fulfill the promise.The grazing land has 
been fenced off, the livestock don’t have anywhere else to go. They 
also explained how they take out a cow that was stuck at the mud. 
They use a chain block to rescue the cows and most of the time they 
find the cow already drank the water and they die after they just 
come out.

Again the herdman explained that as they used the river water to 
wash and drink when they are at the field since the operations of the 
mine. When they bath their skin becomes itchy and they told us that 
they lost many livestock through water from  underground . And now 
Motse river is dry. This is the river that I used to fetch water from 
when I was little now the water that flows is from the mine stream. 
The worse part is they are communities that drink river water like 
Sekutlong  and many other village.

dAy seven: TeARgAs  kiLLed A CoMRAde.
On the 6/08/2016  we visited  Modimole village where we met the 

family of our late comrade Mampuru  who died in 2013 as as a result 
of inhaling tear gases during  the protest  at Twickenham mine. We 
manage to interview the mother of his child and his mother and all 
of them  told us that they where hopping for the best for the son and 
explained what happened that day when the comrade died.

They where on strike when the police come and dispersed them 

tUnatazaMa aLeRts
august - OCtOBER 2016
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and they started to run. Com Mampuru and his two friends started 
to run towards the river but Mampuru did not manage to cross the 
river because he inhaled too much tear gases, so his friend  started to 
look for a car to take him home as he was weak. When they get home 
the mother was not there they but they managed to get in the house. 
His mother told us she found the son vomiting in the house  and the 
friends where busy trying assist him and the mother was thinking  
maybe he eat something during  the protest maybe poisoned. She 
hired a car to take him  to a sangoma so that he can take out the 
poison  but our comrade died on the way.

The mine, Ntona and the council of that time promised the family 
that they will  come  and take the sister to work  at the mine but  that 
never happened. Sutter explained how they took her to interview 
but she did not receive the result, and she explained that during  the 
meetings  she was attending  with  the mine Ntuna  will  come to her 
house to take her to the mine, but what surprised her is when they 
get to the mine she was left outside and only Ntuna and Counsel will 
met the mine and on their way home they told her that everthing is 
ok she will  get the job. Even today she is still waiting.

CRACked houses ThAT’s ALL we goT AFTeR bokoni Mine 
ConsuLTAnTs MAde PRoMises oF A beTTeR LiFe 
Community Monitors Alerts/ Comrade selowa/ Monamaeste, 
sekhukhune/15 August 2016

In 2002 it was announced that the Braakfontein shaft will opened 
by Bokoni consultants. Their consultation with the community was 
not fair and clear. They organised meetings during the week and in 
the morning when the community are not available to attend.

They promised elders that they are going to create jobs for their 
young ones and that they will hire one person from every household. 
Till today nobody has been hired. 

Bokoni built houses and some poor elderly community members 
moved to these houses on 28 March 2014. But they did not feel com-
fortable. The graves are still behind on old places. The elders could 
not collect their livestock. For the first three days they slept in dark-
ness due to fact that their houses were not electrified. And now the 
houses need to be rebuilt as a result of cracks. 

soLidARiTy wiTh CoLoMbiA 
Community Alert/ joe Mashilo/ klerksdorp- north west/ 25 August 
2016 

Today South African civil society organisations working on issues 
of land, environment, mining and the economy gathered in Yeoville 
to listen to the Colombian delegation representing Colombian social 
movements.  They told us about the planned open cast mining by the 
South African Anglo Gold Ashanti Company in Colombia. According 
to the delegation the proposed mining will destroy the ecosystem of 
the country’s high mountains forests. This portion of the Colombi-
an land has a tradition of agricultural activities and is a major water 
source. The Colombian social movements and agricultural farmers 
do not want Anglo Gold Ashanti to mine this land and are here to 
seek help from the South Africans to stop the planned activity. The 
South African organisations declared solidarity and are engaging and 
exchanging ideas on actions to ensure that the proposed mining in 
Colombia does not to take place.

big CooPeRATion “ARCeLoR MiTTAL” Lie CoveRing uP on 
TheiR big PoLLuTion 
Community Alerts/ Mduduzi Tshabalala/ vaal- gauteng/ 26 August 
2016 

This week a VEJA Task Team focused their investigations on the 
Arcelor Mittal’ Environmental Master Plan: a document released af-
ter almost 10 years or more. The team together with lawyers from 
CER went to see affected families in Steel Valley which is situated 
next to the steel mill in Vanderbjlpark. We went after a workshop 
meeting held at VEJA on the 24th August ’16. The following day we 
met Mr. Johan Duin who took us for a tour around the area. We saw 
industrial dirt coming out of borehole water. Mr. Duin told us that 
air pollution is so bad that sometimes people bleed from the nose. 
Their livestock is under threat due to polluted water from the plant. 

tunatazama alerts
august - OCtOBER 2016
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Even though the Arcelor Mittal plan says that they are working with 
a “Zero Effluent Discharge” (ZED) system this is clearly not the case. 
Our tour proved the lies the company is telling to cover up their big 
pollution.

senioR Mine MAnAgeRs And business FoRuM To CAsh in 
on RoAd ConsTRuCTion woRTh R165 MiLLion 
Community Alerts/ elton Thobejane/Limpopo/05 september 2016 

The construction of a 20km road in the Sekhukhune land Limpopo 
province, is to be awarded to one of the biggest companies in roads 
and storm water construction industry.

The gravel road which will be tarred, runs from Mathule junction 
via Serafa, Makgake, Mongatane, Ntswaneng, Modimole villages and 
will connect to the Hackney shaft of the Twickenham Mine. This in-
cludes road construction over three bridges.

A meeting for the construction of this road was held on Tuesday 
the 2nd August at Twickenham shaft. Questions were asked about 
how the affected communities and local small and medium enter-
prises will benefit from this massive construction. But the answer to 
this was not clear.

It is believed that Anglo is the biggest contributor to the budget 
with some small mining companies contributing a small portion. 
Road Agency Limpopo is to adjudicate the process .The consulting 
engineers were very cagey but it is clear that Twickenham mine and 
the so called local business forum will be the main ones to benefit 
from the project. It is a well understood tendency of the Leadership 
of the Forum to connive with the management of the mine to  ensure 
that they reap the rewards of the infrastructural development.  

The affected communities should benefit in the name of sustain-
able collaboration and economic emancipation of local business peo-
ple. However the majority of the local people are not even aware of 
this tender process unfolding. Hence they will have less or nothing 
to their benefit.

MuniCiPAL woRkeRs negLigenCe CLAiMed A LiFe oF A 
sChooL boy 
Community Alerts/ joe Mashilo/ klerksdorp/ 09 september 2016

The negligence arising from the side of the municipality of Mat-
losana in Klerksdorp claimed a life of a school kid. This incident took 
place two weeks ago next to the Kanana reservoirs. Municipal em-
ployees left a huge hole neither barricaded nor fenced, after digging. 
Children after school gained access to it easily. This was a biggest 
mistake ever. The life of an innocent child on his way from school 
ended inside the deep hole which had collected water inside. The 
municipality quickly put a fence. It was already too late, since the 
child was no longer. On the 3rd of September a child was buried due 
to blunders which could have been anticipated and prevented.The 
problem has always been not taking action, of waiting for a disaster 
or tragedy to happen before there can be action. 

we CAn’T eAT PARks And swiMMing PooLs
Community Alerts/ joe Mashilo/ klerksdorp-north west/ 10 sep-
tember 2016

Responding to the construction work in progress for a swimming 
pool for the community of Kanana by Anglo Gold Ashanti, unem-
ployed youth in the community said that they can’t eat parks and 
swimming pools. Two young  people living next to a place where the 
swimming  pool is  being  built, told me, “This kind  of development 
should have taken place twenty years ago. Now is the time for Anglo 
Gold to invest more in education and job creation”. 

Unemployment levels are very high in Kanana despite the area be-
ing rich in mineral resources. The Unemployed Forum argues that the 
construction of the swimming pool will not create jobs as it will be 
managed by the municipality. Youth in Kanana support any develop-
ment which will create employment and alleviate suffering. 

Current projects by the Anglo Gold Ashanti, such as soup kitchens, 
and the swimming pool do not create sustainable jobs.

tunatazama alerts
august - OCtOBER 2016
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PooR sAniTATion in PhoMoLong CAuses siCkness
Community Alerts/ by kholiwe/ Free state/ 10 september 2016

 
Poor sanitation in Phomolong in the Free state province causes a 

great deal of unnecessary sickness and death. When human waste 
is not managed well, it pollutes water, food and soil with germs and 
leads to diarrhoea and other serious health problems. 

Bucket toilets were provided as a temporary solution while the 
municipalities developed improved sanitation infrastructure. Howev-
er, in some cases, the lack of funds to provide better facilities means 
that the problem of bucket toilets will not be eradicated.

uneMPLoyMenT is A MAjoR PRobLeM in nyAkALLong
Community alerts/ santos- gubico/Free state/10 september 2016

Unemployment is still a major problem in the community of Nya-
kallong. This area is just few kilometres North of Welkom, in the Free 
State province. About 300 unemployed people attend the unemploy-
ment forum every Thursday. They go in the hope of getting jobs at 
the mines. In the year 2014 the target 3 shafts were closed down. It 
was reported that the main reason for closure was that the mining 
company was not making a profit. Instead they were making a loss. 

A new mine is opening, and is estimated to employ at least 1000 
people. This is good news to those who are unemployed but then 
again it brings up questions. With the recent miners’ strikes around 
the country demanding a basic salary of at least 12 500 will our peo-
ple get this? Will the profits made by the company be put to some 
good use in community development and sustainability?  Will there 
be a safe and healthy working environment?  Will woman be con-
sidered as well in this employment?  Will the health of workers be 
taken into consideration? All the above have always been a struggle 
to attain. We are risking our health by drinking dirty water and our 
government doesn’t care.

diRTy wATeR in sekuTLong
Community Alerts/ Comrade Tokelo Mahlakoane / Limpopo/ 11 
september 2016

We are the Sekutlong community, situated next to Thokoane Pri-
mary School and the R37 road in Sekhukhune district in Burgersfort. 
We have been drinking water from Motse river many years ago, be-
fore Twickenham mine started its operations. Now that the mine is 
operating the water we used to drink is polluted by acid mine drain-
age. 

We experience lot of diseases like TB, bad skin, headache and di-
arrhoea. The “Greater Tubatse municipality” came to our village and 
started a water supply project. When this project did not function, 
they started to deliver water with a truck. 

When the water trucks come to our village the elders who live 
alone can’t fetch that water on the street. The water comes once 
in a two months, and we finish it within a month. The water smells 
of bleach and I experienced headache and stomach pain from the 
water. It seems like they pour too much chemicals to kill germs be-
cause they collect that water in Tubatse river. On top of that when we 
Cook it seems like is not good enough. The water looks like someone 
poured soap inside the pot. We are risking our health by drinking 
dirty water and our government doesn’t care about that.

doMinionviLLe wiLL ALwAys be A ghosT viLLAge
Community Alerts/ Lesego setlhabi/ dominionville-north west/ 16 
september 2016 (RiP + Cde)  

The problem is that burning issues are raised about our commu-
nity, this is followed by promises, but nothing materialises from the 
promises. Researchers and activists come to our area. They write 
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reports which will never reach the community as feedback. The 
community quality of life and livelihood haven’t changed. There are 
people serving the community structure as leaders. However noth-
ing can be pointed to as an achievement. We don’t see interventions 
from the authorities whom we put into power. They demonstrate a 
complete ignorance to the needs of the community. 

In our community we want to see the school which got burned 
renovated and running again. We want access to the land, that we 
can work to produce food. We need the department of water affairs 
to address our water problems. We want access to clean water. This 
has always been an issues for us. We can never be sure if our water is 
clean because we are situated next to the Shiva uranium mine which 
pollutes the water and the air.

The ChiLdRen hAve FALLen inTo The sTReAM beFoRe
Community Alerts/ Rhona Riet/ vaal- gauteng/16 september 2016

The stream in Snake Park has been here since the late 90’s. Its 
source was the water pumps and sewer network. The stream flows 
right into the community and is a great risk.  A primary school called 
Theha-setjhaba situated right next to the stream is affected and an 
informal settlement too. Then it passes further in the other block 
where people in the Ward 7 community struggle to cross this stream 
on rainy days. 

The foot path by the stream gets slippery. The stream over flows 
and children have fallen into the stream. Fortunately they were res-
cued in time and there was no loss of life. Animals drink from the 
stream, though we haven’t so far heard of any animals dying. In win-
ter times criminals take advantage in the stream and hide nearby to 
hurt people, dead bodies have been found dumped in the stream in 
the past.

Our community has complained about the streams surroundings. 
The community went to plead with the municipality to close it up as 
it’s a health hazard for people who live nearby. To date the municipal-
ity has not acted upon the community request and it is now getting 
worse. People are now dumping all kinds of objects into the stream. 

ResidenTs PReFeR The ALoe TRees wood oveR eLeCTRiCiTy
Community Alerts/ elton Thobejane/ Limpopo-Morapaneng village 
/ 18 september 2016

It was such an amazing experience to learn that even the older res-
idents of Morapaneng village Tibatse who never attended a climate 
change workshop in their lives, are aware of the effects of climate 
change. 

They prefer the use of fire wood as a source of energy for cooking 
and boiling bath water. They prefer the Aloe tree wood because it is 
light in weight, is accessible, burns faster, and produces less smoke. 
The most interesting part is that the smoke contains aloe and as they 
inhale it, this heals their skin and breathing problems, unlike normal 
wood.

They go as far as the top of the mountains to collect the Aloe wood 
and in some instances expose themselves to dangerous reptiles .

They indicated that the cost of electricity is too high, that even 
R250.00 won’t last them for a month.

MoTLhAbe My hoMe 
Community Alerts/ goitse Morake/ Rustenburg-Motlhabe/ 20 sep-
tember 2016 

I was born here 
I grew up loving and respecting your peace 
Loratong ke go rolela hutshe 
Ke itse fa ke babalesegile 
What happened to you?

Is it because of platinum and chrome you changed?
You practice crime and violence daily 
Polao le dipetelelo tse di masisi 
Bagolo le bana go tshwana fela 
Ke dilelo le khuranyo ya meno 
Oh my home!!What went wrong?

Greed sold our pride 
Tears and sorrows our daily bread 
We can’t go with our heads held high 
Simply because of useless diggers 
And jobless we remain 

Why we allowed you rot?
Sicknesses stealing our loved ones 
High rate of crime took our harmony 
Go diragetseng ?

Oh my priceless home 
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Greed sold you cheaply 
I hiss each time I remember you
What happened to you?

He lost his legs 
She is an orphan 
Blasting made us homeless 
Our livestock dies every day

MOTLHABE MY HOME
What happened to you?
Where is your peace? 
Oh mining you’ve killed us
Along with our respect 
You buried us alive 
You introduced TB and accidents to us 
What happened to us?

Too MuCh wATeR is wAsTed in PubLiC sChooLs
Community Alerts/ david Mokoena/ gauteng- sebokeng / 21 sep-
tember 2016

During the past two weeks I went out to research water use at 
primary schools in my community. Then I met Miss Mokoena, my 
former teacher at Tjabaa Tsatsi Primary School in Zone 11 Sebokeng. 
She invited me to her school to see the strategy they came up with 
and which they think is helping in using water wisely.

Miss Mokoena explained that they had found that water was wast-
ed by learners. “We had a huge problem where every time children 
played at the water tap. Children from grade 2 to grade 5, so you 
can see how water is wasted” said Miss. Mokoena. She continued, 
“Even when they go to the kitchen for the feeding scheme, some of 
the water ends up flooding the pavement. We were facing the very 
difficult situation of water storage. This is why we came up with this 
campaign called use water wisely”.

The school now monitors the usage of water and makes pupils 
aware of how importat it is that water should be used correctly and 
wisely. “After we use the water, may be for cleaning  the hands, we 
then water the plants and trees with the same water .This initiative 
helps us to be environmentally and health wise. If this can be adopt-
ed at ever schools, it can lead to healthier lifestyles. Learners will 
be taught and will understand the importance of having clean water 
and how to use water wisely. Because every drop counts,” said Miss 
Mokoena.

unFinished eLeCTRiCiTy ConneCTions LeAd To CoMMuni-
Ty CoRRuPTion 
Community Alerts/ griffis botopela/ Rustenburg-kroondal ikeme-
leng/ 21 september 2016

There was a project for electricity that was issued in Rustenburg in 
Ikemeleng village. But the project was not completed and till today 
most of the houses in the village don’t have electricity. Some of the 
cables are left hanging and unconnected by the project contractors. I 
asked one of the workers what is going on. He responded “everything 
was stopped in June the 13th”. 

People in the community have done self-connections because the 
government has not delivered. But the community is not well trained 
to do electrical connections. They are not doing a great job and this 
is so dangerous to the community. This make the community unsafe.

Illegal electricity connections have a negative impact in Ikemeleng 
village, in the community and globally. 

sibAnye Mine deLiveRs viP ToiLeTs whiCh ARe noT A CoM-
MuniTy’s ChoiCe
Community Alerts/ jack botopela/ Rustenburg- kroondal ikeme-
leng/ 21 september 2016

Since 2008 the community of Ikemeleng was using portable toilets 
which are unsafe and unclean, So Sibanye Mine promised to contrib-
ute by building new and Ventilated Improved Toilets for the commu-
nity of Ikemeleng in 2015. 

Since June 2016 Sibanye Mine delivered as promised to the com-
munity. Sibanye Mine issued a contract to build toilets for the com-
munity. Up until now the Sibanye Contract has covered most of the 
houses with new toilets and they are still busy even now. The Sibanye 
Contact also helped the Community of Ikemeleng with Employment. 

But the toilet model was forcefully chosen and was not agreed 
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upon at a mass meeting of the community. The community was di-
vided over the model of the toilets. Some community members are 
not happy about these VIP toilets. But some agreed with this toilet 
model. As a result they are unfairly distributed, not according to the 
map nor according to who needs them most.

eLeCTRiCiTy Thugs Found And Punished by ResidenTs 
Community Alerts/ Tshepiso Morake/ Rustenburg-Motlhabe/ 21 
september 2016

For months now we have been experiencing cable loss. Our cables 
were stolen from our homes and sold. Eskom complained and threat-
ened never to give us cables anymore. The residents were very angry. 

In the early hours of this morning around 2:30, one of the criminals 
tried to steal a cable and the yard owner saw him and blew a whistle. 
The entire community woke up and ran after the thug’s car until they 
caught him. He refused to give names of the others and he was pun-
ished. The community used all weapons whips, sticks and others to 
beat him and yet he refused to open up.

Police were called and yet he didn’t say a word. He was badly hurt 
and later an ambulance was called to take him to hospital. Then res-
idents dispersed. By 12 midday the whistle was blown again and we 
recovered some of the missing cables. Some residents still believe 
that some of our people are involved. Therefore we decided that any-
one on the street after 9pm must be punished

The sChooLs And houses goT dAMAged beCAuse oF Min-
ing
Community Alerts/ Mahadio Mohapi/ klerksdorp- north west/ 22 
september 2016

A 5.5 magnitude earthquake hit hard in Orkney and Kanana mining 
town North West Province in 2014. Several schools and houses in 
Kanana township were left badly damaged. This situation got worse 
because of mining activity in our area. One person died after a roof 
fell on him.  The sad reality is that the mines did not take responsibil-
ity as the incident was linked to the natural disaster. 

In August 2016, the government in the North West Province rolled 
out the budget set to benefit four schools in Kanana which were 
damaged. The community is now worried about the question of con-
tractors which are from outside the community

The problem around jobs keeps re-surfacing. Each time project 
services are not procured locally. This has always been the case with 
the mines. The community demands that local people should be em-
ployed to reduce the massive unemployment levels.

PooR seRviCe deLiveRy LeAds To LeAking seweR PiPes 
Community Alerts/Lorraine kakaza/Mpumalanga/ 22 and 27 sep-
tember 2016

Many communities face problems with leaking sewer pipes. 
It has been weeks since the community of Vosman known as Sin-

qobile in Witbank reported a leaking sewer pipe to Emalahleni Mu-
nicipality. Leaks in sewer pipes that pass in the street is an environ-
ment risk. Public health is affected. Children are especially affected 
as they play with water from the sewer. They contact diseases such 
as diarrhoea and tapeworm. The sewer has lots of faeces, plastic, 
disposal nappies, sanitary and all kinds of rubbish including use con-
doms. 
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In Silobela township in Carolina, Mpumalanga Province we are fac-
ing the problem of leaking sewerage. This is problematic especially at 
sunrise when the smell is not good at all. I reported this problem at 
the Chief Albert Luthuli Municipality  in January last year but there 
has been no progress, and it has not been attended.

At the school premises of Violet Junior Primary School livestock 
are drinking the water that comes from the sewer. Students complain 
that they cannot concentrate due to the smell, flies, and their toilets 

This sTReAM is no LongeR sAFe FoR ChiLdRen And  Ani-
MALs
Community Alerts/ Moleboheng/ vaal- gauteng/ 26 sep 2016.

It has been years since the stream that runs through Chris Hani 
and Zamdela in Sasolburg is running with dirty water in it. Animals 
drink the dirty water from the stream. In July this year two cows were 
found dead in the stream. People are worried about their health 
since the stream has a bad smell. Children play in the stream as they 
pass by on their way to school. In the past few weeks the municipality 
sent somebody to clean the stream but there is no progress because 
the person who was busy digging the stream is no longer coming. 
Now the stream is no longer safe for the children to play not even for 
the cows to drink water in it.

 

wATeR is MoRe PReCious ThAn goLd
Community alerts/ Lorraine kakaza/ Mpumalanga/ 30 september 
2016

Water is more precious  than gold. Water is life. Without water 
there’s no Life. An angry resident named Ester Sindane says, “I grew 
up here in Wondefontein drinking water from the borehole. It used 
to taste nice. We used to do household chores, plant our crops and 

do our laundry with clean water. But ever since the mining activity 
started we started to face threats to our livelihoods, health and the 
environment. We no longer get the quality of water we used to get - 
which was clean. We no longer get the quantity of water we used to 
get because the boreholes are getting dry .We have to stand for two 
hours in order to get water and the water comes out a brownish co-
lour. So it’s ether we boil the water or we put Jik. If we don’t do that 
we will be have running stomachs”.

gRAves LAbeLLed As “uknown”
Community Alerts/ zanele Msibi/ Mpumalanga/ 30 september 
2016

Sikholuliwe village in Mafube near Middleburg. The community 
was relocated by the mining company from the farm where they 
grew up to the village where they live at present. When they were 
relocated the community also moved the graves. The Mafube Col-
liery gave each family which had a grave 1 blanket, 1 cow and R1000 
so that they could rebury their loved ones in dignity.

The problem is the graves without owners are labelled as “Un-
known”.The community does know whose bones or bodies are bur-
ied in the unknown graves.

PPM Mine hiRes seCuRiTy oFFiCeRs wiThouT ouR knowL-
edge 
Community Alerts/ Lentswe buda/ Rustenburg-Motlhabe/ 01 oc-
tober 2016

Motlhabe community in the Pilanesberg area hosts two mines 
named RMDC and PPM. From May 2016 after the community protest 
against the PPM Mine the mine hired a security company to stay on 
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the road to the mine, at a junction and on a bridge. The security are 
still there till today.

I visited the security officers to get some information from them. 
It happened that when I go there they were changing shifts.  The first 
three guys I spoke to told me that they were asked to stay there to 
stop protestors from blocking the road that leads to the mine, using 
real barrel bullets.

This affects the community as they were never told about this, we 
just saw security officers at these spots.  And even today, they are 
still there. 

DI MINE DI RETLISETSA NTHO TSE NGATA TSE SA SIAMANG

wATeR is LiFe 
CoMMuniTy ALeRTs/ MAThAPeLo/LiMPoPo/ 04 oCTobeR 
2016

These are our findings from our research on our rivers in Tubatse 
municipality in Limpopo province.

We started in Tubatse river where we found children from Alber-
ton swimming in the river, enjoying themselves. What bothered us is 
that the river is polluted by the mines from the Steelpoort area . And 
people also drink this water, not because they like it, but because  
they don’t have a choice. Yes it is true. 

We also found that people, from Magobading, Sekutlong, Sehu-
nyane, Modubeng and Motloulela drink  the water from a river that 
is also polluted  by several mines in our area – the Marula, Twicken-
ham, Smoked hills and Dilokong mines. People drink this water be-
cause they don’t have an alternative. 

As we were at the Twickenham stream that is called Seraganeng, 
we found a dead cow in the stream. The water flows from this stream 
to the Motse river which the community drink from every day. The 
Motse River flows to Lepelle (Olifant) and many people drink its wa-
ter. 

If the community ignores situations like this I don’t see a good fu-
ture.

MFidikoe ResidenTs FoRCeFuLLy ReMoved by RoyAL bAFo-
keng AuThoRiTy 
Community Alerts/ kenny Phalose/ Rustenburg-Thekwane/Mfi-
dikoe/ 06 october 2016

Royal Bafokeng Authority security in Rustenburg, with their own 
red ants, are forcefully evicting Mfidikoe residents who had been re-
fused allocation of houses for a long time. Due to their frustration of 
waiting so long for houses these Mfidikoe residents allocated them-
selves properties. These properties have now been destroyed and 
taken away.

I interviewed Mme Motshabi. She said in tears ” I took my last 
savings to help my daughter to build her own cast house (stop non-
sense). Now RBA security and group of people on trucks destroyed 
everything with hammers. Who is going to be accountable for our ex-
penses? People from Botswana and  Eastern Cape have been left out 
because they paid bottles of whiskey and R5000, to a corrupt acting 
kgosana appointed by the Kgosi. We are victimised because we are 
refusing to pay. It is unfair and I have to pay a builder”.

Shimane who is a community activist said, “It is a criminal act. RBA 
security came with 8x 4×4 double cabs with 4 trucks full of people 
wearing red helmets and vests. They erected a notice board and 
started to demolish without S.A police nor public safety police pres-
ence”. We are still waiting for other groups that went to Royal Bafo-
keng Authority offices. There will be a mass community meeting this 
afternoon and we are not going to sleep until the people responsible 
also become homeless and feel our frustration and pain. Our consti-
tutional rights have been violated. It is time to act against this.”

I am waiting for the community mass meeting this afternoon to 
hear their action plan
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oPen CAsT Mine bLAsTing endAngeRing Lives oF Resi-
denTs
Community Alerts/ Alex salang/ Rustenburg-Mmaditlhokwa/ 07 
october 2016

Mmaditlhokwa village in Marikana was relocated by Tharisa Min-
erals. The open cast mine operates less than a km from a residential/
settlement area they relocated the community to. 

Tharisa extracts chrome and platinum out of their two deep large 
western and eastern pits. Our community is highly affected by their 
blasting operations. It results in high noise, dust, fume levels, pollut-
ed water, heavy blasting vibrations and bad traffic caused by their 
trucks at blasting time, that is 5pm during week days.

The blasting programme is too much to bear. I don’t think they 
meet the South African standards, or the agreement made in a meet-
ing in 2014. Community representatives and representatives from 
DMR were present at this meeting where the mine agreed that they 
will minimize the vibrations. They only minimized vibrations once, 
when they conducted a test to prove that they had minimized vibra-
tions. These huge vibrations have cracked houses and they release 
toxic fumes and dust for a period of 30 minutes after blasting weekly.

The unbearable impacts are from the Western pit, located less 
than 100meters from the settlement.  When blasting takes place the 
residents have to evacuate their houses which are mostly shacks, 
poorly  built with cheap material by Tharisa Minerals. People fear the 
roofs may collapse on them. Small rocks fly towards the settlement 
and result in bumping the cheap zink used to build the shacks. The 
vibrations ruin furniture and a times furniture falls. This is another 
reason why residents evacuate their houses at blasting time.

This is endangering residents’ lives. People are reluctant to build 
proper houses as they will crack.

Last month a huge blasting resulted in the loudest noises, heavy 
fumes and small rocks came flying into the settlement. Residents 
who experienced cracks in their houses then approached me and 
asked me to challenge Tharisa, which I did. I met up with the compa-
ny management and lodged a community complaint. I also showed 
them pictures. 

They showed their disrespect and inhumanity by referring me to 
their complainant box at their security office. I approached their en-
vironmental manager who was also not helpful. He also referred me 
to the complaint box.

One of the residents, Mr Molemane, always complains to me 
about that his house is full of cracks. “It is so bad, it’s like living in a 
death trap”, he always says. One can see inside the house while out-
side. Tharisa has attempted to fix it before with no success.

When we raise these issues the company management says there 
is no proof, even if we showcase pictures. They say that one can’t 
prove that their operations is responsible for the cracks . Our com-

munity is still  engaging Tharisa regarding issues which are results of 
their operation.

wATeR CRises in MMAdiTLhokwA 
Community Alerts/ Alex salang/ Rustenburg-Mmaditlhokwa/ 07 
october 2016

Water shortage has become a nightmare for the community of 
Mmaditlhokwa. Provision of water is limited. Boreholes installed by 
farm owners when farming was the heart of the community are slow-
ly drying up. Five boreholes were provided and now only two are 
functional.

It is worse during weekends when there is no water and residents 
have to access water elsewhere. When the community places a com-
plaint we are told that the water pipes are being stolen.

We also experience polluted water as a result of mining activities.  
The water  is very bad for human consumption due to its bad salty 
taste which has resulted in some of us having tummy bugs and other 
dirty water related sickness.

The water is white in colour which leaves our storage buckets with 
terrible marks which may be regarded as carelessness by those who 
do not understand. We use this water as we have no other choice to 
meet our human needs of hydration and cleanness.

RusTenbuRg Mine hosTing CoMMuniTies undeR dusT AT-
TACk
Community Alerts/ kenny Phalose/ Rustenburg-Thekwane/Mfi-
dikoe/ 07 october 2016

Communities around mining operations in Rustenburg have been 
affected by dust from the Anglo American mining tailings for a long 
time. The Mfidike and Zakhele informal settlement which is meters 
away from the tailings is one example. 
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Anglo American Platinum has contracted Frazer Alexander to re-
mine the tailings and this has made matters worse. When there is 
wind Zakhele, Mfidikoe ,Thekwana and Bokamoso are covered by 
white dust which affects lungs and limits vision on the roads around 
these places.

Our houses are full of dusts which contaminate our food and water. 
We and our children are coughing constantly. “Most of the children 
around here are born asthmatic, have respiratory related illnesses 
and have tonsils”, said Asanda from Zakhele

Communities forced the mine to mitigate the dust on 2014 but two 
years later the dust is worse. Anglo American Platinum claims that 
they are in control of dust mitigation around their operations. 

But what I captured today does not correspond with what they 
are saying and yes there are companies working on the tailing but 
without any viable results.

Anglo American Platinum plant safety manager Mr Mosi said “we 
are in control of every emission from our ACP Anglo plant. There are 
reliable state of the art monitoring systems around the plant and also 
there is a monitoring system in Mfidike community which gives early 
warning to avoid unforseen circumstances so we convert our emis-
sions to sulphuric acid to avoid polluting air”

But Nchimane, an unemployed Mfidike resident, complains, “Gas 
emissions from their plants and concentrators are affecting us so 
badly that we are sick. And what is worse we cannot get employment 
from these plants as we are failing their medical entry examinations 
due to exposure to these emissions years before, because we are 
staying meters from the operations”. 

RdP housing PRojeCT TuRns inTo A disAsTeR And LeAves 
The CoMMuniTy oF RAnkeLenyAne hoPeLess
Community Alerts/ graffis botopela/ Rustenburg-Rankelenyane/ 
09 october 2016

In 2009 the government issued a budget for RDP houses for the 
community of Rankelenyane in Rustenburg near Marikana. Later 
that year community leaders said that the budget is too low to cover 
the community of Rankelenyane. So the community and community 
leaders agreed that RDP houses will be built for old and poor people 
first due to the small budget. 

By the end of the year 2010 the project started. The project hold-
ers hired workers from the community which was a good thing. But 
the bad thing was that these people knew nothing about building 
houses. So they made many errors. It’s been 6 years, and till today 
not even one house is complete. 

An 86-year-old male, a father of an 18 year old teen live together 
in a one- room shack. There is no privacy and space. Their only hope 
was the RDP house which they can’t live in now because its unfin-
ished and unsafe.
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We are a group of community monitors in South Africa in over 35 
mining communities. We report problems and incidents relating 
to mining injustice. In this way we ensure that these injustices are 
known. More importantly we ensure that the community is aware 
and takes action. We ask for your support so that we can intensify 
and expand these community actions.

Please make a financial contribution to assist with equipping our 
group of community monitors with basic communication instru-
ments and data so that they may access the internet, post reports 
and conduct detailed investigations.

wHat do we do 
We document problems and incidents in mining affected communi-
ties in South Africa. We organize in our communities. We write sto-
ries and communicate these in the country and globally. 

How do we do tHis
We observe, we write reports, we take photographs or make au-
dio-visual reports. 
We post these on a chat group which links over a 100 community 
activists, and on a weblog and appears on our website. 
We produce detailed reports on selected issues of importance for 
community action and public information. 

oUR goaL and oUR woRK
Our goal is to raise community awareness of problems relating to 
mining in their areas, to help the community understand the causes 
of these problems, and to work with the community in taking action. 
We raise awareness, educate and support informed community ac-
tion.

wHY we need YoUR sUPPoRt 
We are largely young and unemployed. We live in mining affected 
communities with high levels of poverty and where unemployment 
is at 50%

wHat sUPPoRt we need 
While we are asking for financial contributions, we also ask for your 
political solidarity. We invite you to be a part of our network, to re-
ceive our reports, to engage with us via our social media platforms, 
and to get involved with us when possible.

oUR cRowd FUnding taRget 
In 2017 we aim to have 50 activist monitors. 
Out target is therefore: 50 x R3000 = R150 000

We hope by 2019 to raise our numbers to 100 trained and active 
monitors. 

How YoU can contRibUte
We will soon announce a Bench Marks bank account where you can 
deposit money. 
For now we ask you to make a pledge via email to:
communmonitors@gmail.com

If a tree falls in the forest 
And no one hears it fall 

Did it fall?

If a borehole is polluted
If a community grave is destroyed

If a community loses grazing land to mining con-
tamination

And no one hears about this
Did they really happen?

If a child dies from mine pollution induced respi-
ratory problems 

Or drowns in an abandoned mine shaft 
And no one hears about this

Did the child really die? 

R3000 Rand wiLL sUPPoRt tHe activitY oF one 
MonitoR FoR 1 YeaR. 
R1000 wiLL PURcHase a sMaRt PHone 
R1000 wiLL bUY Us data FoR a YeaR 
R1000 wiLL enabLe Us to do between 3 to 5 
detaiLed investigations eacH YeaR  

sUPPoRt tHe coMMUnitY MonitoRs 
cRowd FUnding caMPaign


