
Mpumalanga Monitors

The community of Wonderfontein is ex-
posed to dust that is coming from Glencore 
mine which is few meters to the commu-
nity. Small dust particles that people inhale 
is causing long term health problems. The 
main one is lung infection most of people 
are coughing. The grass is also affected by 
the coal dust. This affects farming and a loss 
of work to farmworkers.  Because planting 
has been stopped, there is now soil erosion 
because the soil is disrupted. Zanele Msibi

Living In Coal Dust  

 Air pollution is one of the main problems 
that affects the community of MNS infor-
mal settlement in Emalahleni, Mpumalanga, 
South Africa. There are many trucks mov-
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ing to and from the dusty gravel road in the 
community of MNS, which is right next to 
the residents houses.

Coal dust particles caused by blasting in the 
nearby open cast mine and that of the mov-
ing trucks on the road are a big problem. 
The residents are not aware of the impact the 
mines in their health and the environment or 
the land they are occupying.

The impact of the mines on the health of the 
people includes, kidney failure, lung diseases, 
TB, Sinuses etc. Some patients take medica-
tion but they are not getting better because 
they return face the same situation again.
Rudolph Sambo
.



By Susan Moraba

The Coronation community in Emalahleni, 
no matter how dangerous their life’s may be 
they keep on erecting more shacks near the 
dump. The coal dump is washing off into 
their shacks. The shacks are sinking even 
more but the more all this is happening the 
more shacks are being erected. The biggest 
sink hole in the area which is growing big 
and shallow is just about 10m away from the 
people’s homes. One may wonder how safe 
they are as no one knows how deep and the 
direction the sink goes. Despite all this the 
government has closed its eyes and no longer 
have a say about the situation as they have 
said people are not allowed to stay in this 
area. 

Shacks on a Sink Hole in 
Coronation

By Promise Mabilo
Vosman residents are now scared after we 
spoke to them about the blasting that take 
place anytime. 

we did tell them to take this serious because 
is their rights to do so as the blasting is dam-
aging their houses. 

They also asked that we must come regu-
larly to open their eyes (raise awareness with 
information) , coming once is not enough 
for them. The used to believe that it is not 
for them to fight as they used to report to 
government officials about the cracks .

We also told them to note time when the 
blasting takes place and pictures to use as 
proof and they must know the name of the 
mine, and they may phone the green scor-
pion too. 

Raising Awareness in the  
Community



By  Lorraine Kakaza

On the 07/06/2017 I spent the my day in 
the  field doing a survey at the community 
of Kazuka also known as Five Cent. The 
Kazuka community is always happy to see 
me because they are able to share the stories 
about their living conditions with me.
The common problem that people talk 
about  is blasting which causes house  
cracks. It is so disturbing as the mine don’t 
tell the community when they are about to 
blast there’s no siren,  nothing, The mine  is 
does its  blasting without their concern and 
without confirming .
This hurts their dignity, culture and human 
rights. they have lost hope of stopping the 
mines. 
They are not allowed to collect wood  in 
areas they were used to. If the caught col-
lecting wood they are arrested.
They normally do blasting around 11am 
and 15:00 pm. Those who have phones do 
receive an SMS from the mines that they 
will be blasting. 
“ Our children’s even fear to play either  
outside or inside the house when they are 

outside they faint ,when they are inside they 
think the house will fall. 
The people say that they have noticed a bad 
smell after blasting. When I ask what’s  the 
smell ,smells like?” they response “it smells 
like a chemical which gives us a headache”.
When it’s raining they don’t sleep the houses 
that have been built by the mines are full of 
cracks, the ceiling is falling, some of their 
houses are built on the wetland.
Their children study far in the location 
using the government bus, but most leave 
home early and on an empty stomach 
because their parents and grannies are 
unemployed. It gets better after they receive 
the social grant from SASSA (South Afri-
can Social Service Agency).When the grant 
money runs out the children depend on the 
food scheme at school.  During the week-
end they are home so they would make a 
plan and one alternative is to borrow money 
from SASSA.
The only hope they have now is if they can 
tell their stories that will teach other  about 
the negative impacts of mines when it comes 
to land, water, air quality, livestock and the 
lifestyle changes from better to worse even 
to high rate of mortality
They message that is left is that  their chil-
dren can’t finish at school. Young girls sell 
their bodies to they mine workers. “ They 
fall  pregnant and we as parents we have to 
face the consequences”  Young men around 
Carolina are on drugs. 
Let us unite and tell the world that mining 
kills our environment and people. The earth 
is at risk .”Let’s unite “

What Happens to A Family when A mine Comes into the 
Area 



By Zanele Msibi

03 March 2017 we had a workshop with 
woman in New Lago near Phola the purpose 
of the workshop was to teach woman since 
they don’t have access to electricity what 
alternative they can use and how to save 
food when you don’t have refrigerator. Many 
issues arose in our discussions

The big issue is that the municipal councilor 
is not doing his duties. 
There is not basic services like toilet systems 
or water.   service delivery (sanitation)
They don’t have electricity and have to col-
lect wood. This is difficult because the  now 
the mine has fenced the place. The woman 
must make sure that they is enough wood to 
cook and warm water so that children have 
hot water in morning

The houses are not in good condition. They 
were built long time ago  and needs renova-
tions
The grass  and bush has grown around the 

houses and there are dangerous snakes. Chil-
dren paying in the grass are at risk.

Children are attending school in the nearby 
area and the problem is they have to pass a  
dangerous forest. Most of the children are 
disturbed by the situation. This affects their 
school work

There are no shops and clinics nearby. They 
have to go to Phola. Some skip they treat-
ment because they don’t have money to 
travel
There is no  transport  from the area they live 
to Phola . They have to wait 2-3 hours wait-
ing for cars to take them to their destination

Life in New Lago is sad because most of the 
community is not working they live with 
grant money
The help that they are supposed to get from 
the municipality is not there they are empty 
promises and they are sent from pillar to 
post. The councilor is staying in Witbank and 
it is impossible for them go to meet with the 
councilor and he never been to the area
They cannot open bank accounts because 
in the bank they want water and electricity 
statements to open an account. They people 
don’t have this.

The community of new Lago has been taken 
for granted and neglected by the govern-
ment.

A community that is aban-
doned 



By Lorraine Kakaza
Yesterday I visited a small community of 
Masithande which is surrounded by three 
mines Phembani coal mine, East Side and Pit 
let by POM’s.
All three mines are open casts and operate 
without concern for community health I 
spoke to Mrs Vilakazi  a community resident. 
This is her story: 
“We have a challenge of water, we don’t have 
water but when you pass at the mine you will 
see at the washing plant there do have water. 
The municipality takes long to bring water, 
and they come once or twice in a week. 
We are sick we have to go to town if the 
clinic doesn’t have enough medication one 
must to go to the hospital and wait in queues 
till late, while we stay far. 

I’m old. I’m tired of the dust that came from 
the mine cause I’m coughing and the mine is 

not willing to pay us. When we ask ques-
tions they tell us to go to the municipality 
to report. What is it that we must report 
because they treat us so badly.We don’t 
have flushing toilets we have to dig a hole 
to have a toilet. Again it’s too risky for my 
grandchild and it’s far from our house. 
When it’s full we have  to dig another one. 

I’m getting a pension grant. The money is 
not enough it would have been better if I 
had a garden. We breath black air from the 
coal dust every day, we don’t have water 
and sanitation but mines got everything 
on their side. It took me years to build my 
house I use to stay in a the mud house until 
I got feed up of rain because we wouldn’t 
sleep when it’s raining. We don’t have a 
road. 
This shows that our government doesn’t 
care at all”. 

Communities living next to mines suffer for the rest of their 
lives



By Lorraine Kakaza
On the 8th June I was in Grootvlei farm 
conducting a survey, when I got to the 
households I felt like crying as its difficult 
to see people living in such bad conditions 
while they surrounded by mines.
When I asked about the mines the hon-
est people were telling the story of mining 
industries and their behavior. 

Mam Nkambule related her story about the 
mine that operated there from 1990 -1991. 
This mine didn’t operate for long as it was 
operating without the water use license and 
there was no health and safety representa-
tives. This lead to two mine workers death 
and that resulted in mine to be closed. She 
could not remember the name of the mine 
now.

MamNkambule explained that she grew up 
in the farm where her parents worked. They 
used to work for a  farmer named Hans. He 
then passed away. After he passed away all 

Farmworkers live in poverty 
on a farm near an abandoned 
mine.

By West Nkuna
One wonders if there will ever be justice for 
people in Nkomazi they have all the resourc-
es but the municipality is failing the commu-
nity due to poor service delivery. People in 
our community are struggling to get access 
to water. Even though we have Nkomazi  
river and we have Drikopies dam but the taps 
are almost dry. 

In  Steenbok  they receive water twice a week, 
in Mgobozi they have to buy water. There 
are so many poor people who can’t afford to 
buy water. We are told that we have access to 
water but our rivers has been polluted and 
there is limited access

.Many people women and children have to 
walk long distance to access water specially 
where they share a taps.  We call on the gov-
ernment to make
roads and with Mozambique by a railway 
line and the main national road (N4), which 
forms the Maputo Corridor

No water for the community 
even though there is a river 
and many dams 



the farm workers took over. As time passed 
the municipality came with development of 
toilets, electricity and water for a few houses. 
The community they donated money to con-
nect water pipe so that they don’t walk long 
distance to get drinkable water for household 
activities

But there’s something so disturbing. The 
municipality doesn’t want to build them 
the RDP houses because they said the com-
munity they took their money of RDP and 
bought the land for them. On the other side 
they said if they can’t handle this place it will 
be sold again.

The mine didn’t hire people who are staying 
at this farm. When the mine left they didn’t 
rehabilitate the area or even close the sink-
holes, it was an open cast mine. Two boys 
died at the spot they were digging coal. Their 
families we were never compensated, there 
was no case opened. This took place in July 
2010 The mine won’t give them the two bod-
ies of the diseased. 

This abandoned mine was a permanent dan-
ger. They have even lost their livestock.

Mines are doing terrible thing to people in 
the name of making profit. People’ life is put 
in danger due to dust that they inhale. 

They can’t wash their clothes because the 
dust is uncontrolled. 

When the mine truck off loads coal their 
houses are full if dust. 

They suffer from headaches ,coughing, some 
have TB  and other respiratory diseases. This 
affects the communities that live around 
the  Glencore mine , Wondefontein Colliery 
(with black empowerment partners Msim-
bithi ,Mcebo ,Lithemba Resources).

Coal dust makes our life a 
misery



Kamadakwane Umjindi
By Bongiwe

The community of Kamadakwane Umjindi 
in Barberton on the Lowveld are sick and 
tired of the way in which the Agnes Mine 
operates. Last year more than 50 people were 
retrenched.

The community went on a march.  In the 
memorandum the following points were 
stated
1.The Community demands that the mine 
must hire 80% of the locals more especially 
the youth as most are unemployed who in 
turn become the  so called ‘Zama zamas’ (il-
legal miners).
2.There must be a new committee to be 
elected that is going to communicate with 
both the community and the mine.
3.A new liaison Officer has to be  Nominated. 

Communities Protest For Jobs

Phola 

By Zanele Msibi 
The community of Phola protested today 
demanding  jobs at Kusile. They have been 
promised employment and the company 
never fulfilled their promise to employ 
people from the community, instead they 
hired people who are not staying in the area. 
Kombies and buses were burned at 4am in 



Carolina 

By Lorraine Kakaza
May 2017 
A young community activist was killed 
today around 3am  outside a tavern when 
he was getting ready to go home. He was 
a leader who was always standing at the 
forefront to fight of unemployment, wa-
ter and service delivery around Carolina 
at Silobela which is the township. He was 
stabbed to death by a group of people which 
are unknown as yesterday it was Friday he 
was at the tavern with friends having fun.
Sandile Nkutha is no more so he can’t tell us 
what happened whether they were quarre-
ling or he was under threat.The community 
of Carolina is angry that all young activists 
who bringing change are being killed bru-
tally and fear who is next?. 

Violent Crime in Mining Townships 

Amersfoort

February 2017
Over the weekend a young guy whose was 
working at Emajuba power station was killed 
at the tavern and was found dead on Sun-
day morning he was killed in a bad manner 
his body part were put on his chest by the 
gangsters.This took place at Amersfoort in 
a small town at Mpumalanga province ,at 
the township called Kwazamokuhle,The 
angry community members yesterday on the 
27/02/2017 held a meeting at 17:00 pm after 
the meeting they then decided to go and 
burn the houses of those who were involved 
in the killing .Today the community mem-
bers have been protesting as from 06:00 am. 



By Susan Moraba 

January 2017

In Mpumalanga, Highveld region in Nkan-
gala district under Emalahleni known as 
the city of coal, the year started with a misty 
mood as the youth of the community of 
Vosman blocked the main entrance to the lo-
cations of Vosman and surrounding all zones 
of Ezinambeni.

This took place on the 9th of January 2017 
soon after there was news flash  that EVRAZ 
Highveld Steel & Vanadium was reopen-
ing. On the 12th of January ex-employees of 
Evraz Highveld had a meeting demanding 
their jobs back. On the 16th January 2017 
the Vosman community of youth and un-
employment residents stormed the day with 
a massive protest that shook Emalahleni in 
the early hours of the day all the entrances to 
the locations of all the zones, at the freeway 
(N12) and at the locations (Ackerville, kwa-

Guqa) as protesters demand employment.

 It became more violent at the KG Mall. The 
Mall was closed down and gates locked. 
Police were on guard because the protesters 
went inside with the purpose of looting and 
vandalizing property, The Police were at-
tacked with stones, bricks and the roads were 
blocked with stones, burning tires and wood, 
with waste material. Police used teargas to 
disperse the protestors and open way for the 
traffic.

The situation was too violent for me to take 
pictures.

Youth Protest For Jobs



By Zakhele and Nhlanhla from Breyton

Breyton is a small mining town in Mpuma-
langa in the Highveld area, it has a popula-
tion of 12550. Breyton is very close Emerlo 
and the community from Breyton do thier 
households buying in Emerlo.  Most people 
in Breyton depend on mining activities for 
employment. Breyton is very cold in winter 
and extremely hot in Summer.

This small town was once a farming town 
which was unknown and underdeveloped 
until coal was discovered. The Mpuma-
langa Complex of Xstrata Coal South Africa 
(XCSA) is situated near the town of Brey-
ton, approximately 100km south of Mid-
delburg and 35 km north of Ermelo in the 
Mpumalanga Province of South Africa. The 

Mpumalanga Complex consists of Spitzkop 
and Tselentis Collieries situated South and 
North of Breyten respectively. These Col-
lieries were 100% Xstrata owned until they 
sold it.

Breyton is a small areas with other problem 
such as illegal dumping, alcohol abuse is on 
the rise because of unemployment of youth. 
Some houses are built on wet lands which 
cost the house owners lot of money to try 
and block the water.

We are trying to mobilise and educate 
communities about the negative impact 
mines, because mines are creating health 
problems instead of jobs. To find solution 
to our problems is going to take us a very 
long time but as long we are together as 
communities, we will win. The challenge is 
that most people  believe that  they will find 
employment in the mine and don’t care of 
the health problems.

In Breyton jobs are more important then health.



By Lorraine Kakaza

The township of Carolina in the commu-
nity of Silobela, Mpumalanga, came to a 
standstill when angry community mem-
bers stopped normal operational routines 
of the mines in the area. All people stopped 
going to work, all taxis were stopped from 
entering the location and school buses were 
turned away from transporting learners. 
Local mines were accused of not employ-
ing the local community members.
Protesters blocked the roads with rocks, 
drums, tree branches and burning tires 
throughout the day. Businesses/shops were 
closed to prevent damage and looting. 

Appointed community delegates  were es-
corted by police to meet with the executive 
mayor and representatives from the mines. 
This meeting ended up with no results. 
An angry mob attacked a police officers 
house, The police reacted with great force. 
Residents had to run for cover because the 

police were attacking anybody in their sight.
The main  reason for the anger of Carolina 
residents is that there are more than 12 min-
ing companies around Carolina and they 
are not doing anything to empower the local 
community. There is a high rate of unem-
ployment and poverty in the area. 

We  believe that mines are giving money to 
the community but this goes to a tiny minor-
ity . 

As communities we don’t benefit from them 
and the youth have lost faith in believing in 
a better life for better future. Meetings and 
protests are being held but no feedback is 
given to the community members. The com-
munity’s agenda is not even followed during 
meetings. Others are being bribed to keep 
quiet by giving them jobs and tenders. Those 
people are benefiting indirectly and getting 
the opportunities. What about the majority?

Carolina township brought to a standstill by angry youth
protesting for jobs.



By Bongiwe
This is a sad story of Miss Nkosi of Barber-
ton in Mpumalanga (Sincobile Village) next 
to Fairview Mines. I visited Sincobile on 
Tuesday 16 May 2017 to find how the Fair-
view Mine affects the nearby community 
Sincobile. I learnt that they are more affected 
by the poor Municipal Service Delivery and 
land issues.

Miss Thulisile Nkosi has been a community 
member of this Village since 1991.The land 

by then had not been properly planned for 
inhabitants hence a few years later they were 
removed from their down side of the place 
and relocated on the far right upper side 
of this place, next to the main road from 
Barberton to the Maputo corridor N4.Miss 
Nkosi had a very sick baby by then so she 
was transferred to the Government Hospi-
tal in Pretoria (Baragwanath) due to critical 
medical conditions. She left behind her three 
children, while the relocation happened in 
her absence.

Her children were moved to a relatives’ 
house unlike the rest of the residents who 
were given another portion of land. She was 
alerted by her relative that she had no new 
place to stay; she couldn’t come back by then 
as her daughter was still sick and didn’t have 
the funds to travel. Eventually she came back 
after 3 weeks of the incident she was told that 
they couldn’t relocate her as she was away. 

She went from pillar to post in finding a way 
to solve this problem; she talked to the Ward 
Councillor by then Mr Tailor Nkosi and 
involved Social workers but to no vain.
After having failed to get the house as per 
relocation she stayed by her mother’s house 
for a while and then rented a place around. 
And this is her stick and mud house she built 
for herself  in this land that doesn’t belong 
to her. She stays with her 5 children in this 
small house. She is a single mother to make 
matters worse and amongst her children 
there’s a  teenage boy so life is difficult, had it 
not been for her sick daughter she could have 
been allocated a piece of land when people 
were relocated. 

Her absence left her home-
less



My life is miserable in the city of coal – the story of a coal 
mine worker

by Lorraine Kakaza

I meet a man who is originally from Nel-
spruit. Nelspruit is a capital city of Mpu-
malanga province located on the Crocodile 
river in the Lowveld region near the Mo-
zambiquen broader. His name is Eric Lubisi 
he moved from his home town to the city of 
coal is  the name of the area, “Emalahleni the 
City of Coal”

When he got work on a coal mine his life 
started to change for the good.He was able to 
send money to his wife and his four children. 
He used to be a mine worker  at a company 
called Vandu mining .

He told me his story:
“I was working as a  Diesel mechanic getting 

a nice salary. I didn’t  have any complaints up 
until I got a transfer to a certain mine were 
I was working with a subcontractor at an 
informal settlement at MNS. The name of the 
mine was Lack-air. I started working at this 
mine by June 2015 and I got injured the same 
year on the 23 of October 2015. I was not sat-
isfied with my salary because I had to work 
overtime and I got approximately R 11,000 
and if I did not  cover Sundays it decreased 
to R6000.000. I was working under pressure 
and there was no safety at all. I remember my 
first  week . We didn’t even go for an induc-
tion and there was no safety training. I could 
see the situation but the aim was to make 
money. All this went well until I got injured, 
then I had to face all the consequences on my 
own.



“The mining company didn’t call an am-
bulance, I was helped by a colleague on the 
spot of the incident. We were fixing a dump 
truck putting a cylinder.Were the dump 
truck was parked there was not enough 
space  and there was no way to uplift the 
cylinder. We had to use the chain block 
using our own hands.When we lifted it 
up we had to put it on the trestle and the 
trestle  was shaky. It was time for tea. I said 
to my college we will finish when we get 
back. When I was on my way I heard voices 
,people screaming at me to watch out. 
When I turned my back to look, it was too 
late. I used my hand to protect myself,  the 
chain-block was coming straight to me. I 
fell down, it hit me twice. When I awoke I 
was full of blood.”
“They use Stephan’s car to take me to the 
hospital. The name of the hospital Cosmo’s. 
The mine bosses didn’t come to see me 
when they were told that I got injured at the 
mine premises.”

“I went to the department of labour for help 
because I was no longer having any income. 
I was disappointed  when the company was 
closed for a while. The company was not 
registered and it was operating illegally. 
This year on the 4 of April 2016 it opened 
again registered as  AP colliery”

“When the mine management was called to 
the Department of Labour they told me that 
my contract had expired by December 2015 
and therefore did not qualify for benefits. 
I did not have a copy to prove them wrong 
because I knew very well that they were ly-
ing and I got injured by October and I was 
last paid by December”

“The only thing that I received from the pri-
vate hospital was medication. I did not have 
a medical aid to receive treatment.”
“I’m now disabled and  have no income 
source. I got my blue card for three months. 
But now I have no work and no benefits. 
Now everything has changed for me”
“I can’t take my medication on any empty 
stomach. My life is now miserable””

When coal mining  is over 
what will happen to workers 
and the poor ? 
By Lorraine Kakaza

We know that the lifespan of coal is coming 
to an end as early as 2020. When this hap-
pens many people will be retrenched such 
as truck drivers. This will affect South Afri-
ca. This is a serious problem because people 
will lose their tenders and small business 
contracts.This might lead to conflict. 

What is our Government going to say.Will 
South Africa run on nuclear ,what will hap-
pen to BP garages ,or will people in South 
Africa  start to flock to our neighboring 
countries like Maputo in Mozambique to 
look for an employment.   

what will happen to our municipalities are 
they going to continue with the electricity 
load shedding !!!!

If we know that there will be change, what 
is our government doing to protect the 
workers and the poor when this change 
come. They become more poor?



by Sbusiso Hloweni

We have engaged SASOL and in our initial 
agreement with them they  agreed to have 
their social labour plans made public. But 
in our meeting today it was a total different 
thing. We also agreed in the first meeting 
that they will recruit locally for both the 
shutdown coming in September and other 
projects thereon.

We called a community meeting in eM-
balenhle stadium to have them give a 
feedback on our engagements and agree-
ment with SASOL. That’s where they started 
to sing a different tune. They acted like they 
never had made an agreement with us in 
our meeting that was held on the 12 July 
2017.
So now we are planning a biggest meeting 
in eMbalenhle stadium to give a feedback 
and plan for a biggest march where we will 
close SASOL operation for the whole day. 
We are planning this to be on either the 
26th or 27th July 2017.

21 July 2017
A week of intense engagements with SASOL, 
the company has shown the signs of dishon-
est and hypocrisy. The company is negotiat-
ing in bad faith and cannot be trusted. They 
are very divisive in their approach, trying by 
all means to keep the community members 
and leaders apart. After we stopped a massive 
march that was planned by the organization 
called PYA, they just distanced themselves 
from all the initial agreements I had with the 
company. Which some of those are as follow:
1. That SASOL advice the community 
on jobs and business opportunities available 
for shutdown.
2. That SASOL list job opportunities 
available immediately.
3. That social labour plans are available 
to the community.
4. That SASOL and it service providers 
hire their staff directly from the wards.
We helped SASOL to stop the march because 
we had the above agreements and more. So 
immediately after the march was cancelled, 
the company revoked all the agreements and 
entered into the space to confuse the com-
munity members. But we are ready to mobi-
lise masses.

SASOL  negotiates in bad faith 


