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COMMUNITY MONITORS REPORTS 2021 

We present in this booklet a selection of reports created by community monitors in the Bench 
marks Foundation programme The Community Monitors school. 

Sixty-five activists participated in the 2021 Monitors School. Each activist is a member of a 
local organisation who are Bench Marks partners in this programme. The monitors include 31 
male ad 29 female activists.  The monitors live in villages and housing settlements near mines 
6 provinces of South Africa. 

A full set of reports can be accessed from our website http://communitymonitors.net

MESSAGE FROM THE BENCH MARKS ACTING 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MOSES CLOETE

This booklet reflecting the lives and views of mining impacted communities comes at a time 
when now more than ever the voices of communities must not only be heard but also acted 
upon. Now is the time for this to happen with great urgency. The devastating impact of the 
Coronavirus Pandemic on top of an already horrific situation for communities will be with 
us for a long time and calls for rigorous action. The first step is to listen to what community 
members are saying and this booklet is an important contribution! I wish to acknowledge all 
those who made it possible and especially community activists who wrote the reports and 
continue to monitor in the communities on a daily basis. Their reports are the authentic voices 
of communities and are extremely important. I wish our community activists and monitors 
every strength moving forward in the struggle for an alternative and better world.
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Christinah Mogobye 
Sefikile Village, Moses Kotane Local Municipality

How Covid19 Infected and Affected Me, My 
Family and the Community

It was the toughest moment of my life but 
I remained calm and prayed to God. After 
testing positive on the 4th of January 2021, I 
felt confused and worried. My concern with 
going into quarantine at home was that we 
might not have water as we did the previous 
December. We were without water for almost 
a week and it was alleged that the mine 
closed the taps because we were wasting 
water with our big gardens. We were accused 
of watering 24 hours and it was not fair for us 
villagers because this isn’t true for all of us; it 
is mostly the tenants from some few homes 
in our village. Another rumour was that water 
was being cleaned. However, these were just 
rumours because we still don’t know if the 
mine was responsible.

During the initial days of our quarantine, we 
experienced the same problem of no water 
for two days. It was worrisome because the 
whole family had to wash hands regularly 

with water and soap. It was a challenge as 
we didn’t have enough sanitisers because 
we couldn’t go to the shops. We had to turn 
away communities when they came to buy 
something or check on us because we were 
protecting them from getting infected. 

We sanitized the yard, the gates and the 
whole house but we felt it’s still not safe for 
them to come and check on us. Some felt 
offended because they felt that we don’t 
want their help and support but that was 
not the case, they had to be protected from 
being infected. 

Please, activists, when you experience even 
one sign of Covid19 take it seriously and 
drink concoctions if you have to; the sooner 
the better. Covid19 is real and we need to 
protect our communities at all costs. We need 
to ensure that they get a strong message. To 
play my part, when gatherings are allowed I 
will address this issue and give my testimony 
to teach the community about Covid19 as 
part of my activism duties. 

LIVING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMICLIVING DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC
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Francina Nkosi
Lephalale, Shongoane 

Burials In Rural Areas 

Our lives and livelihood have become a 
nightmare due to Covid19, now is the time 
to care for and help one another because the 
rate of orphans and child-headed families 
escalate daily. We live in fear of not knowing 
who’s next. 

Towards the end of the year, in 2020 certain 
families lost their loved ones to Covid19. 
The unfortunate part was that some of them 
didn’t have any burial society or funeral 
policies to bury their loved ones. As a 
community activist, I was contacted to assist 
as the funeral parlour needed R5200 for 
burial. Hell broke loose. When we contacted 
DSD, we were informed it was going to take 
up to 3 months for them to assist. 

The decision was taken to do fundraising 
in the community and Ubuntu took a lead 
in our communities. It is very difficult for 
communities living in poverty to be able to 
pay for certain services including the funerals 
of their loved ones. People in rural areas 
usually hold funerals over the weekend, 
however with funeral parlours at hospitals, 
many are forced to bury their loved ones 
during the week. 

This is an important time to come together 
as communities, especially Community 
Activists, to help one another through the 
difficulties. 

Mahadio Mohapi 
Klerksdorp, North West Province  

How Our Community Feels About the Covid19 Vaccine

The community is getting confused and some of them are not happy with the vaccine. Some 
people in the community feel like the vaccine will make them sick, kill their immune system 
and make them easily sick.  

I interviewed one of the community members named Pogisho who is 25 years and he said that 
they don’t trust the vaccine anymore because last time it was said that the vaccine is not good 
for people because it’s killing the immune system of a person. 

Some of the community say they are not going to inject the Vaccine because they no longer 
trust it. So, they have put their trust in our African herbs this is said to be called Lengana. The 
community believes that if they continue using African herbs and boiled water they won’t be 
affected by Covid19.
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Tshepo Mmusi 
Jouberton, Klerksdorp

Shoprite workers stand up for their rights.

Workers of Shoprite Tower Mall in Jouberton 
had a sit-in and protested against the 
management of the store. They protested 
against the opening of the store and resume 
their duties after there were reports of two 
Covid19 detection amongst their staff members. They do not want to resume work until after 
the store has been disinfected. 

Other labour related matters were also brought to the table. Members of the South African 
Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers Union (SACCAWU) were seen arguing with the store 
management and chanting revolutionary songs together with workers inside the store.

Stranded members of the community who came for shopping could be seen looking through 
the door glasses at the incidents that were happening. Police visibility was strong as members 
of the South African Police Services were monitoring the situation.

It is very important for everyone including corporations to adhere to lockdown regulations, 
without compromising human lives further. It is a requirement that if there is a covid 19 
case detection in any establishment that such establishment is closed and be disinfected so 
that when operations are to resume everyone is safe from infection. Follow up and further 
investigation to be done.

Selowa Moshabi
Fetakgomo, Tubatse Municipality

People are Grabbing the Opportunity to Vaccinate

More than 200 elders have been on a long 
line since early this was dated during their 
first vaccine. Unfortunately, most of the 
elders including the blind and other disabled 
people come early but they don’t get the help 
they need. Even though they arrive at their 
appointment times at 9:00 in the morning. 
These clinics are failing our grandmothers 
and grandfathers, instead of their scheduled 
time of vaccination.

Most of the elders started complaining about 
hunger and medication programs for today, 
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this is because of the Health Department 
who arrived at 10:30 am for their work 
which delays our elders from taking their 
daily meditation on time. The arrangements 
were right whereby little numbers from 
Pelangwe Malomanye, Maruping, Malogeng 
and Monametse villages are assigned 21 July 
2021. 

Health workers really need to take this matter 
seriously and ensure that elders don’t wait 
too long to get vaccinated. 
 



8

Petrus Moshe
Jouberton, Klerksdorp

If Others are Being Vaccinate, Why Shouldn’t 
I Be?

My moral engine has moved me to register 
and get vaccinated, as the campaign is the 
universal call to health.

I am intrigued by the myths and perceptions 
that so many people are rejecting the principle 
of vaccines. I see our local statistics climbing 
during this third wave, and it really hits me 
hard. It has been proven internationally to 
flatten the curve.

Countries that have been hit much harder 
than South Africa have rallied behind the 
vaccine and their lives and economy are 
returning back to normal. Therefore, for the 
sake of my health, and the sake of my health, 
and the country as a whole, I decided to join 
the call.

I registered for the Klerksdorp News’ free 
service-I sent WhatsApp, with my name 
and surname and I called the next day and 
registration was done telephonically. I 
received an SMS to confirm the registration.

I went to the new Jouberton clinic, with my 
ID, where it opened at 7 am. I was pleased to 
see that all the protocols were being adhered 
to inside and outside by staff and the public. 
The Staff took time to explain the procedures 
to everyone so that it was understood when 
people that had been registered already, got 
preference above those that hadn’t.

I was helped quickly, having received a quick 
jab in the arm. I had to wait for  15 minutes 

after the injection, to see if I developed any 
adverse reactions, whereafter I was cleared 
to go.

From my observation, everyone was helped, 
except those who were presenting flu-
like symptoms. I was informed that I may 
experience mild aftereffects like headache, 
slight hot fever or chills, tiredness or muscle 
pain, within the next three days, bit that these 
normal- lust like other inoculation shots that 
we get in our lives.

I have to return for my second Pfizer shot on 
the 19th of August. The vaccine will be fully 
effective, 2 weeks after the second shot. This 
means that I will be fully vaccinated by the 
end of August. The vaccination lessens the 
risk of contracting a severe case of Covid19. 

My countrymen are lying in hospitals on 
oxygen and ventilators. Being vaccinated 
will prevent us from getting that sick. Covid 
is not going away soon. It will mutate, so we 
must prepare for life with it. If we want to 
return to a time when we can move around 
freely again, where business can all be open 
and the economy grow again where we can 
attend sports games, festivals and concerts 
again, we need to get vaccinated. 

We need to get to the point where we are 
in control of the virus, and not the virus in 
control of us. Around three billion doses have 
been given worldwide, what would I think 
that I know more than all of those people. I 
am an activist for justice and peace and an 
activist for a better life, hence, I have been 
vaccinated.
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Buti Botopela
Ikemeleng, Kroondal,Rustenburg Local Municipality

How Covid19 has affected Ikemeleng Clinic
 
Ikemeleng Community is an informal settlement located outside Rustenburg CBD by +-7km. 
On the 13th of February, my uncle who is a counsellor at Ikemeleng Clinic was infected with 
Covid19 as he came from Tlhabane and got tested before starting his work here and he was 
attended by colleagues to stop the spread of the virus. The nurses gave their attention and 
support to their colleague and sent him home to quarantine for 14 days and he was well 
recovered. 

The nurses and caretakers are playing a very important role to assist patients on a daily basis. 
It is their profession to be medically fit and open-hearted to patients asking for assistance 
for them. During an interview with one of the patients outside the clinic said, “We are being 
attended since the covid 19 than before in Ikemeleng Clinic,”  and continued to add, “I see 
growth and support from nurses and caretakers. We are happy with the clinic services because 
we are assisted on time without long queues”.

Nurses are human because they know people come to government clinics because they don’t 
have the right to private clinics.

Kholofelo Monama
Mokopane, Mogalakwena Municipality

After registering for my vaccination, an SMS 
was sent to me and I decided to walk to 
Mokopane Hospital to check exactly what is 
happening at the vaccination sites. I was a 
bit sceptical to get the jab and really not sure 
about getting the vaccination. 

As I was a bit sceptical or not yet sure 
about getting vaccinated. I decided to do 
some interviews along the way to boost my 
courage and confidence. Everybody (young 
and old) was my target for interviews. From 
secondary school learners to old grannies 
and madalas, and boy didn’t they like it? Of 
course, they liked it because I made it sound 
and look professional and fun.

But guess what, not everybody liked the 
idea of getting that vaccinated, especially 

the teenagers. However, some of the teens 
welcomed the idea while others shivered 
and shrugged off the idea! This was basically 
how I simply posed my questions to my 
interviewees: 
How does the idea of getting that jab sound 
to you?
Given a chance, would you go for vaccination? 
If not, why? 
Have you registered for vaccination? If not, 
why?

These were common responses I was given 
for being sceptical of getting vaccinated. 
Most mentioned the side effects as reasons 
for doubting the vaccines. While others said 
some elderly citizens allegedly died after 
getting that. Well, I guess there is a stigma 
attached to the vaccine. There was this 
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interesting chap who bragged and boasted 
that there was no way he is going to get 
vaccinated claiming that his immune system 
is working like a well-oiled machine. There is 
no way he is going temper with his machine. 
Well, that’s his choice, I thought and carried 

on with my journey. On the other hand, most 
Grannies and Madalas were proud to tell 
me that they already had gotten vaccinated. 
Well, it was a fun and a worthwhile trip...at 
least now I am confident, with more courage.

Lolo Malatji
Lephalale Local Municipality, Limpopo

How Surgical Masks Affect School Children 

It came to my attention that the improper 
way of disposing of surgical musk put our 
children at risk. Most of the time learners 
when they forget musk at home and along 
the way going back home they come across 
the surgical musk they automatically use it to 
cover the time to go back to school.

Unfortunately, schools were not supplied 
with masks this year which resulted in such 
behaviour towards our learners. Some 
learners will tell you their last year’s mask is 
damaged, of which in most cases it’s true.

When I consult with the school, they said the 
Department of Education has not given them 
a budget for PPE this year. This is a challenge 
as we might be hit by a fourth wave as said 
on the news. Solutions for schools and the 
community is environmental awareness 
about the risk of used masks. We need to 
keep our environment clean and safe. We 
need health programs about the risk of using 
disposed masks.

Makgoo Victoria 
Morapaneng Village, Fetakgomo 
Municipality

Mobile clinic for the community Vaccination 
Day

On 07th of September 2021, the community 
from Morapaneng, Ditwebeleng, 
Dithabaneng and Leshwanyaneng got their 
Vaccine today at Nursery Morapaneng.

It is so great to see youth and middle-
aged group Community members who 
are interested in doing the right thing for 
themselves, even though some still don’t 
believe in getting vaccinated. It was a great 
pleasure to see the Community Engagement 
Forum (CEF) and Indunas (chiefs) come and 
witness how things went smoothly.

The most important thing is that the 
community is no longer getting worried 
because the Mobile Clinic will continue to 
work for other immunisation. 

We thank the Indunas for helping our 
communities to get vaccinated via Mobile 
Clinics and now the community is getting a 
chance to prevent Covid19.
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SERVICE DELIVERY AND SOCIAL PROBLEMSSERVICE DELIVERY AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS

Donald Mphethi
Sekhukhune District, Ga Kgwete Village, Fetakgomo Tubatse

Lack of Electricity has Left us with Dark Nights

We generally depend on electric power for 
light, cooking, and other serious activities, 
and now we are stranded. We get very 
disappointed with loadshedding when 
we experience high energy consumption 
because transformers cut the power until 
around 22:00.

However, we have some solar-powered street 
lights that provide power automatically at 
night although they’re few. As part of their 
SLP, Anglo American installed 2 Apollo Lights 
in every village to assist the solar-powered 

street lights but these are mainly providing 
enough light only through the way to the 
tribal offices, leaving other streets in the 
community completely dark. We really need 
those solar lights to cover a greater area in 
the streets so that most of the people could 
have light.

We are pleading to Anglo American to please 
continue to install more solar street lights so 
that the dark villages can have light especially 
during cases of a power failure and load 
shedding.
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Goitse Gaborone
Motlhabe Village, Moses Kotane Area

Electricity Yard Connection Corruption

Motlhabe village is located at Moses Kotane 
Municipality under Bakgatla ba Kgafela Tribal 
Authority. Motlhabe village is a fast-growing 
village, it now has plus-minus five hundred 
new houses that now need electricity yard 
connection and it is their democratic right to 
access the electricity but due to corruption 
that is happening in our village, these houses 
have gone for more than five years with no 
electricity.

The community has a councillor that was 
elected in 2016, people hoped that service 
delivery would improve but their hope 
has been shattered and the councillor is 
implicated in the ongoing corruption. 

The community has been reported this matter 
to the relevant department and municipality 
but no action has been taken. Municipality 

Maria Madonsela 
Emalahleni, Mpumalanga

The Municipality Problem 

In the past few days, we have been experiencing a shortage of water and loadshedding which 
was not implemented by Eskom but by our municipality. The municipality has been taking 
electricity non-stop from us which also causes damage when it comes back. Houses got burned 
because of this and other people were complaining that their home appliances were no longer 
working because of this. It is not only that we have been experiencing water shortages and 
rubbish bins were not collected and it has been three weeks now. 

The current councillor promised to do follow up so we hoping our problems are going to be 
solved soon. 

officials are also implicated in the corruption 
with the Motlhabe Ward Councillor and other 
leaders of the Motlhabe community working 
together with Eskom employees.

It is alleged that they are selling electricity to 
the community with three thousand rands 
and above for illegal yard connections to the 
household that has no electricity. They are 
increasing theft in our community because 
there are some people who steal electricity 
meter box so that they can sell to corrupt 
Eskom employees to continue to do their 
corruption of doing illegal yard connections. 

Now the community is suffering and not 
getting service delivery because of corruption 
that is happening in Motlhabe by corrupt 
people.
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Mpho Tjale 
Mogalakwena Local Municipality, Mokopane

The Impact of Loadshedding on Local Businesses 

Sydney’s fast food restaurant is a local 
business that has employed six people. They 
sell bunny chows (Kota/Sephatlo), pies and 
pizzas. The owner Sydney Ledwaba stated 
that the shop is being affected negatively by 
the load shedding as his business depends 
on electricity for its functionality and that he 
needs to sell his food so that he can pay his 
employees. 

Ledwaba worked for the most famous 
restaurant in South Africa where he learned 
how to make pizzas and after he was 

retrenched he started his small restaurant 
in Mafahlaneng and trained 5 local people 
to make and serve pizza, he further said 
that due to the high rate of unemployment 
in the country youth must start their own 
businesses and employ local people in their 
area so is to eradicate poverty. 

During load shedding Sydney’s fast food uses 
a man made oven to prepare and serve food 
for his customers since he still has rent and 
salaries to pay. 

Mpho Tjale 
Mokopane, Mogalakwena Local Municipality 

Poor Road Infrastructure along the National Road in Mokopane

Poor road infrastructure and zero maintenance on the National Road (N11) in 
Mokopane between Masodi village and Mzombane Village. SANRAL has appointed 
a company called Rainbow to maintain the national road in our district. However, we 
are still experiencing poor service from the company and we are very much afraid that 
since the road is used by heavy vehicles from the Mogalakwena Anglo Platinum Mine. 
Heavy vehicles also cross the border from Botswana and Zambia into South Africa. As 
a result, all this is a danger to motorists and the community at large.  

I have raised the matter with the Technical Department in Mogalakwena Municipality 
and they promised to follow up on the matter as the road is maintained and fixed.
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Mogashoa Kamogelo
Ga-Mogashoa, Sekhukhune, Makhuduthamaga Local Municipality 

The Problem with Pit Toilet Holes in Schools

The local school in our community called Mogashoa Primary School’s toilets are always 
full because of the number of learners in the school. Sometimes learners can’t even help 
themselves during the process of excretion. Other learners end up helping themselves outside 
the toilets. Now the toilets are full. With this situation, learners and teachers are more likely 
easily to catch infections.

The toilets are disturbingly smelly and this affects the learners and teachers in the process of 
teaching and learning. Now the school decided to dig other holes so that learners and teachers 
will be able to help themselves.

Steven Ramokhula
Ikemeleng, Kroondal, 
Rustenburg Local Municipality

Absence of Recreational Facilities

Ikemeleng is an informal settlement outside 
Kroondal. It also falls under the Rustenburg 
local municipality under the Bojanala District. 
It is over 50 years old. Children in Ikemeleng 
have no access to recreational facilities other 
than school and soccer grounds, most of 
which are used by adults for their soccer 
practice and games. There is nothing that is 
keeping them busy and off the streets.

These children now find entertainment in playing with waste and garbage. This is putting their 
lives and health at great risk. With the pandemic also straining our people and maintaining the 
protocols, children are now attending school on a weekly basis. This gives them enough time 
to play with garbage and risk getting sick from playing with harmful materials.

The parents most do not care where their children play. As long as they come back home 
unhurt. Some are eating unhealthy foods from waste which is very harmful to their health.
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Goitse Gaborone
Motlhabe Village, Moses Kotane Area

Poor Service by the Disaster Management in 
Moses Kotane Municipality

One of the Motlhabe households has burned 
down due to unknown reasons. We reported 
the incident to our Ward Councillor and he 
did not do his duty to report this matter 
to the relevant department. One of the 
community members, Mme Setshego Tau, 
reported this matter to one of the MEC 
members at the Rustenburg Municipality 
holding the Portfolio of Agriculture who lives 
in Motlhabe Village. The official then took 
the matter and reported it to the Moses 
Kotane Municipality Disaster management. 
The disaster management came after three 
days to help the poor family by giving them 
only four blankets and two mattresses with 
no food parcels and no place to live.

No investigation has been done by disaster 
management. They only sent the employee to 
deliver the two mattresses and four blankets 
but everything inside the shack was burned 
down. The family had few items remaining 
and the clothes they were wearing at the 
time of the fire. 

The poor service from disaster management 
is very disappointing and the family is mostly 
unemployed making it difficult for them to 
make ends meet. 
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In Mpumalanga, the Nkomazi region is under 
the Nkomazi municipality, the communities 
of different villages are tired and protesting 
closing the roads in different areas.

Water supply, road maintenance are the 
burning issues. Councillors are making 
excuses with the Covid19 issue telling the 
communities that the budget of the roads is 
available since last year. The extension of the 
water infrastructure is happening in other 
villages including Madadeni while the others 
are struggling to get tap water. Promises are 
around the region.

Benerd Ngomane
Mpumalanga Nkomazi, Nkomazi Municipality

Service Delivery Protests

On 15 May 2021, we held a meeting at 
Steenbok as a Water Caucus network on 
touching the issues and the way forward in 
connection with a water supply and water 
pollution. A few days after the meeting the 
protests around different villages started. 

The police tried to disband them but they 
would regroup after the police have left and 
then blocked the roads. It’s hectic on the 
side of the police as it happens sometimes in 
three different villages at the same time.
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Ronald Mhlakaza
Vosman, Emalehleni, Mpumalanga

The Bad Smell Caused by Sewage Leakage

The problem of sewage leakage happens 
all the time and the whole community is 
affected, especially the children who always 
play in the running waste and end up having 
a rash on their bodies. On top of that, the 
smell is quite bad.   
                                               
The blockage of the sewage is happening 
within the community of Vosman which is 
under the local Municipality of Emalahleni. 
The residents of Vosman are more affected 
because when the sewer is leaking they can’t 
use bathrooms. The smell comes back out 
within their yards and the smell is unbearable. 
It has also caused community members to be 
badly affected by diseases.   

It shows in the picture that when the sewer 
is blocked the sewage waste runs all over the 
place. It smells very bad and it takes weeks 
to be fixed by the municipality. Obviously, 
people will get sick and you can’t even eat 
with such a bad smell affecting an entire area. 

We, as an organisation of activists, have 
spoken to the municipality about how we can 
solve the problem. The solution is installing 
new big pipes which will cost a lot of money. 
For now, all they can do is temporarily fix 
problems. As activists, we have done a few 
awareness to teach communities about how 
they might be contributing to the problem 
by flushing the wrong items which block the 
pipes. 

Vusi Mabaso 
Naas Location, Nkomazi

Water Scarcity in Nkomazi Municipality 

Water supply and service delivery in 
Mpumalanga in the Nkomazi Municipality 
especially at Naas Location has been lacking 
water since last year December before 
Christmas. I asked the local councillor about 
the problem and why water isn’t coming 
from our taps because the local government 
installed new meters but the problem still 
remains. 

“We had a meeting with the director about 
this issue of water scarcity, so we are waiting 
for the machine that is ordered cause the 
one that is broken was too small for this 
community,” said councillor Madikana.

We believe that the informal settlement 
and the business people who owned 
water tankers had a hand in water scarcity. 
Community members who are afforded are 
buying water from water tankers meanwhile 
those who can’t afford are sharing the water 
with the animals at the far rivers.

At the same time, the Covid19 regulations 
require us to wash our hands regularly and 
the constitution of South Africa says water is 
life and a basic human right. The community 
is proposing a strike next week Monday 
even though it is Lockdown Level 3 and the 
regulations require social distancing.
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Mmabore Mogashoa
GaMogashoa Village

Villagers Drilling Boreholes Due to Water 
Scarcity

Water scarcity has been a huge problem 
in most rural areas for years. In 2020 and 
2021, we have seen young and old people 
buying water or pushing wheelbarrows. 
This affects women mostly because they are 
the ones doing most of the house chores at 
home. Some of the villagers make their own 
boreholes to have water. People cannot live 
without water. 

Now with the pandemic, it is risky to have 
no water or queue for water. We hoped that 
after the 1994 elections things would be 
better but no. The population is increasing 
and the boreholes are not enough in the rural 
areas and this will make Covid19 worse. 

People are being buried as a result of 
Coronavirus. People need water to be safe 
and healthy but the lack of water in the 
rural areas is causing problems. Clean water 
is also needed to water plants because as 
activists we encourage people to have their 
own gardens in their homes and some of the 
water used for washing clothes is not good 
for the plants and our health.

Kgang Moloko 
Phokeng Village, 
Rustenburg Local Municipality 

Water Problems in Tlhabane Township

I have spent time in Tlhabane township which 
is within Rustenburg Local Municipality. So 
many communities are struggling with water 
at the township yet thousands of litres go to 
waste.

When the township doesn’t have water, they 
use fire hydrants on the streets to collect 
water and a few people know how to close 
them after using them. Now the water is 
running 24 hours from the hydrants in GG 
Section.  I asked one lady why they let water 
go to waste like that, she said they tried to 
close them but they always find them open 
even when there is no water supply in the 
township. She also said that the reason is 
there is a yard with about 20 houses with 
tenants where the landlord is not paying 
water services and the municipality shut 
their water supply now the tenants use the 
fire hydrants to collect water.

When the community asks them to close 
the hydrants they say it is a community 
infrastructure and they can use it the way 
they want. It’s also clear that the people do 
not lose anything from the running water 
now the community has given up on closing 
the hydrants as they keep on opening them.
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Nkele Pretty Ndaba
Mokopane-Tshamahansi, 
Mogalakwena Municipality, Limpopo

Water Shortages in Mokopane

The shortage of water is caused by our 
councillors here at Tshamahansi, they 
promised to supply water with trucks and 
they failed to do so. They are also supplied 
with pumps but water is not available. 
Hlongwane, Matjeke and Lindela are also 
facing this problem, and many people are 
affected. I find it suspicious that many areas 
are affected except the Mosesani Section 
where the councillor is located.

The cause is that our councillors didn’t fulfil 
their promises. They promised Tshamahansi 
(all sections) a steady supply of water after 
voting for them but they have failed us, as 
usual. I remember it was 2019 when they 
started to supply pumps on the streets of all 
the sections of Tshamahansi and up to now 
we still have a shortage of water. It’s been 
three years without supplying water they 
promised to our community of Tshamahansi. 

I think the solution might be that Action 
Voices intervene in this matter, in terms of 
interviewing our councillor and the cabinet 
about this issue to force them to fulfil their 
promises. Also, the Municipality and the 
Department of Water and Sanitation must be 
engaged on this matter so the issue can be 
addressed.

John Taolo
Hwashi-Difagate Limpopo, 
Fetakgomo Municipality 

Purified Water for the Community

As the community of Hwashi Difagate 
is struggling in getting water due to the 
shortages they have on their reliable water 
resources where they normally get water, 
the nearby mine and partners have installed 
borehole water which will be purified for the 
community to drink.

The purification system has been installed 
and has two JoJo tanks where the water is 
purified before transferring them to the main 
tanks. There is a person who is responsible 
for pumping the water which is done once 
a week and water opened twice a week for 
community members to collect. 

The Anglo platinum mine, ARM and Modikwa 
Mine contracted a contractor to install the 
purification system for the community with 4 
big JoJo tanks and 8 communal taps.

Some of the taps are plastic taps that the 
children have already damaged and the 
person in charge of pumping the water was 
notified about them. The source of water will 
be maintained as promised.

The solution is that they must monitor the 
water and the purification system every 
month. They must also apply metal taps and 
remove the plastic taps so that they don’t get 
damaged.
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Buti Botopela
Ikemeleng Kroondal, 
Rustenburg Local Municipality, North West

Lack of water in Phoane section 

Since the new development of water taps 
installation in June at Phoane section, the 
community hasn’t rested yet because the 
taps never used to date and many still buy 
water from bakkies moving around their 
community while some travel to Ikemeleng 
community to fetch water.

On Monday and Tuesday, the community 
blocked the Glencore main road to get water 
delivered with a truck. Phoane is an informal 
settlement located in Kroondal established 
by the Basotho tribe over 50 years ago and 
the settlement is made up of hostel mine 
workers, residents and mine workers who 
opted for a living allowance instead of hostel 
accommodation.

The community has lived in the dark and 
empty promises for over 50 years without 
basic human needs such as water, electricity, 
proper toilets, and roads. The water project 
started in June 2020 and the installation of 
main pipelines across the community still 
hasn’t been completed to date the 30th 
September 2021.

The community representative blocked the 
road with trees and stones but the strike 
couldn’t last for long as Glencore reps and 
public safety came along to resolve the matter 
and promised to appoint a New contractor to 
finish the project before the end of October 
2021. 

In conclusion, one said, Glencore and the 
Municipality should set up another way to 
deliver services and urged them to involve 
the community at large in planning and 
implementation of new developments 
coming in their community.

Steven Ramokhula
Ikemeleng, Kroondal, 
Rustenburg Local Municipality

Waste Management in Ikemeleng

Ever since the founding of Ikemeleng over five 
decades ago, Rustenburg Local Municipality 
has ignored the community when coming to 
municipal services.  

People of the Ikemeleng community now 
throw their garbage everywhere they see 
an empty space. This is becoming a serious 
problem as now they are throwing their 
garbage in a water stream that is running 
across the community. This stream is where 
most of the domestic animals are drinking 
water. The weather is too hot, the smell of a 
boy coming from the stream is unbearable. 

All types of waste one can think of is being 
thrown into the stream. The health of our 
people is at great risk. Our people are eating 
the livestock that is feeding and drinking from 
the stream. With Covid19 also putting more 
strain on our people, they are now feeding 
more on the livestock than ever before.
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Vusi Mabaso 
Vosman, Emalahleni

Another illegal dump at home 

Empumelelweni is a rural settlement at 
Emalahleni in Mpumalanga Province South 
Africa. It is a newly developed settlement that 
has many people and informal settlements. 
An unemployed young man, Jabulani 
Dlamini’s (not his real name), complained 
that his home whereby he collects waste 
from households around the community he 
lives in and dumps it on his premises. 

I spoke to him about why he is doing this 
because it is unhealthy for his well-being 
and the people around him. He said he is 
helping the community and himself because 
the municipality is not helping at all and he 
is able to put food on the table as people 

pay him when he collects the waste in their 
households. 

I then spoke to the councillor in the area 
to help him remove the waste inside his 
home. It seems they had tried before but he 
refused to let them in as his neighbours were 
complaining about the smell and the rats.

I intend to research this story further to 
get to the bottom of why waste isn’t being 
collected.

Gaynor Malepe
Middelburg, Steve Tshwete Local Municipality, Mpumalanga

The streets of Middelburg Turn into Dumping Sites

Middelburg used to be a smart city and the municipal was one of the best municipalities in 
South Africa. Now it has turned into something else since the beginning of the several strikes. 
The strikes highlighted the concerns of the workers and the community. These included the 
removal of the Municipal Manager, the introduction of a flat rate and the upgrading of the 
salaries of the workers to a grade 6.

The Steve Tshwete workers stopped working a month ago causing the municipality to stop 
outsourcing services to upgrade their grading from level 4 to level 6. The delegation from the 
municipality met with representatives of the striking workers to try and mediate between 
them and the municipal administration.This was unfortunately not successful and the workers 
are still on strike.

Due to the ongoing strike, the non-removal of waste has left town smelling and is not good 
for our health. According to solid workers they are still on strike until they get what they want. 
Which means now in Middelburg it is not only mines that cause air pollution, even the non-
removal of waste is polluting our air. 

This needs to stop, Umoya Yimphilo. Fresh Air is Life. 
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Hlabiwa Letlhaka
Lephalale Municipality, Limpopo Province

Unemployment and Poverty in Our Country

As a nation, we are experiencing a high rate 
of unemployment. We also know that it’s 
a national crisis but there are those who 
enjoy the suffering of our own people. In 
Lephalale Municipality, there used to be a fair 
recruitment process for local communities 
from traditional authorities, the labour 
department and Eskom information centres. 
Things changed when the current Mayor was 
placed into power eight years ago.

We thought the recruitment will be more 
than fair because the local government is 
going to observe. Poor communities suffer 
the consequences of dictatorship and capture 
of the recruitment in public and private 
sectors by the mayor. People must affiliate 
with a certain political party before they are 
considered for jobs. There are also rumours 
that people must attend night meetings and 
praise the councillor and people must fight 
those who disagree or have different views 
with him. The recruitment is now in his hands 
and he is feeding those who back him and are 
in his corner. The campaign started weeks ago 
where some of our communities are saying 

enough is enough. We want the recruitment 
process back to the labour department and 
traditional authorities. 

It’s very important to have people or neutral 
Structures Who volunteer to advise local 
governments. Sometimes political leaders 
want to be recognised as stakeholders (people 
who can put food on your table) by punishing 
one of our own. Politicians mistreat other 
people because of their political affiliations. 
They are using service deliveries for their 
political scores.

As youthful leaders let’s get in vacuums and 
claim our participation and lead. I also believe 
in the saying: “The old must die and youth 
must lead…” I’m not saying people must die 
but referring to old poor strategies of dealing 
with things incorrectly.  We must bring 
fairness to everything. Let’s fight Nepotism 
and Dictatorship. Let’s do away with stomach 
politics and being captured. In Lephalale 
Municipality there is *#KhiroSechabeng 
Campaign.

Kholofelo Monama
Moshate/Mokopane (Mogalakwena Municipality), Limpopo  

Youth Access to Free Internet is not a Privilege but a Human Right

On my way to attend to my daily errands, I happened to come across something very disturbing 
that always caught my attention. It is actually not the first time I write about this predicament 
that our youth are currently facing.

It is more like a follow-Up to my previous story on the “Lack of Youth Extramural Activities 
Infrastructures in Rural Villages”.
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As it has now become a norm, I came across a group of youth lining across a fence, outside 
of a Care Centre trying to scavenge for a “straying” internet signal. Apparently, the very same 
centre known as Tlhakodišo Care Centre located in Masehlaneng, a village approximately 
4-5km on the outskirts of Mokopane Town, is equipped with a Wi-Fi facility.

Something that has become a basic commodity for youth development, especially in the 
current 4th Industrial Revolution era, that we currently find ourselves in. I was so flabbergasted 
to learn that the gates of the Center are locked and kids as young as 10, teens and adults 
equally opt to line across the fence to “scavenge” for the Wi-Fi signals.

What puzzled me was the fact that one internet enthusiast gave me a different name for the 
Centre, in contrast to the one signed on the establishment board. The playful youngster told 
me that the centre is known as Ntšatši Care Centre, something that needs to be verified. Youth 
of today depend on internet technology to cope with this demanding modern lifestyle.

They need FREE internet access to engage on social networks and work on educational 
applications, to get used to the inevitable online hybrid learning methods. We live in an era 
where the usage of electronic gadgets demands internet connection to function effectively.

I conducted interviews with the users of the “straying signals”. My first move on interviews 
was to ask for permission to take pictures from those vibrant young stars. My intentions were 
welcomed with warm hands.

I then approached two lads, one going by the name of Neo Mahlaela, a 17-year-old grade 
11 learner at Mmadikana High School responded by saying “Our parents can’t afford data 
bundles, they are very expensive.” Which was inarguably true.

I further asked him if there are Wi-Fi internet facilities at his school, he lamented, “The school 
is equipped with Wi-Fi facilities, but the password is only reserved for the School Principal and 
Staff Members’ ‘.
I found this absolutely ridiculous, irresponsible and unfair.  With the help of my fellow activists, 
I promise to follow this to the latter until the resolution has been found.

The resolution could be that of pioneering infrastructures and establishments that will develop, 
empower and equip our youth to be more competent in this technologically influenced modern 
world.

I have also devised some temporary solutions which could be put in place, while we are still 
designing and constructing permanent sustainable solutions.

This is something that we still need to table and discuss amongst ourselves, community 
activists.  With Interventions and cooperation from relevant stakeholders, surely we can 
achieve this. Surely, we should now all agree that the future of our societies belongs to the 
youth of our country.
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Tumi Mokgatle
Phokeng Village, 
Rustenburg Local Municipality, North West

The Issue of Unemployment in Phokeng

Phokeng is located just after Tlhabane 
Township and forms part of the Bakwena 
Bafokeng. The area covers the Merensky 
Complex. The world-renowned platinum belt 
has enriched Europeans through the mining 
of PGMs. Recently unemployment has seen 
a serious sharp rise around Phokeng and 
surrounding areas which includes Chaneng, 
Luka and Maile.

Conditions are made worse as Royal Bafokeng 
Mine has adopted a doorstep policy that 
excludes work-seekers from Phokeng which 
is 15 KM away from the operating area. The 
argument is that only people around Chaneng 
can gain access to employment.

Many young people and older people accused 
the current councillor of not doing enough. 
The frustration has seen many turning their 
hopes to another would-be councillor who 
has previously made allegations against the 
sitting councillor without providing evidence. 
Allegations that he pocketed money from an 
open cast mine called ILita Mine. 

The local traditional council house remains 
silent on the issue and seems unfazed 
about the pressing conditions. The solution 
is rather simple or could be resolved if 
the focus could be around small business 
support with the view to create sustainable 
jobs and to invest around small scale 
manufacturing and farming.

Tsoka Julian
Tshehlwaneng, Sekhukhune, 
Makhuduthamaga Local Municipalities

Employment Procedures in the Fourth 
Industrial Revolutions 

Since we are in the ‘fourth industrial 
revolution’ a lot of things have changed. For 
example, a single Excavator Machine can 
replace more than 200 workers in a plant. 
The rate of unemployment will always go 
high due to technological innovation.

Here in my village we have a lot of job seekers, 
some have qualifications and others don’t. 
When an opportunity comes to our village, 
maybe they want to replace a pavement here 
and there. They must call everyone to come 
and try their luck. In terms of hiring we are 
using a method called: huduwa In my mother 
tongue.

The community also agreed that if a contract 
will take more than a year, employees must 
rotate every six months. We also agreed that 
if you have been employed before in one of 
the community projects, if another comes 
new people must benefit.

Today things have changed in our community. 
They run things politically if you want a job, 
and if you are a member of another party, 
you might not get a job. People are employed 
several  times because of this corruption. 

There are water projects now and we see a 
lot of people going up and down in uniforms. 
We don’t know how they were employed. 
The most painful part is that young people 
aged between 22 years old and 24 years are 
struggling, some are older and haven’t had 
jobs in ages at the age of 37 and have children 
to take care of. 

It takes the village to stay united and decide 
what is right and what for Our Village. Let’s 
stand together to fight unemployment. 
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Victoria Makgoo 
Morapaneng Village, 
Fetakgomo municipality

The Ward Councillor Elections

On the 08th of August 2021 Communities 
from Morapaneng, Ga Mashishi, Ga Kgwete 
and Shakung held Elections at Nursery 
Morapaneng.

The community were electing Ward 
Councillors. So what was surprising is that 
they were calling people from their homes 
(Door-Door) convincing them to come and 
vote for them. After winning the elections they 
invited some of the community members for 
lunch. This is not good at all, this is just a clear 
indication of fraud and corruption during 
the elections. I hope the elected council will 
remember those who put them in power and 
make our communities better. The issue of 
unemployment amongst the youth must be 
addressed because they loiter around their 
locations with nothing to do. A special focus 
must be placed on improving their skills and 
giving them talent exposure.

Other representatives from other Community 
sections were trying to convince others that 
they should vote for them and also promising 
that they would build them RDP houses and 
give jobs to unemployed youth. Corruption is 
everywhere and now everyone is trying his/
her luck to get a vote.

As a community, we don’t have a say on 
issues that affect us. People always convince 
people in order for them to be elected as 
ward councillors. The community needs to 
come together and stop supporting people 
because of bribery but elect candidates that 
will help to improve their community and 
who will work with the community.

Makhotla Sefuli
Welkom, Matjhabeng local municipality

Water crisis 

Matjhabeng local municipality is facing a 
very serious crisis of water cuts in this time 
of electoral mandate renewal, the whole 
municipality comprising of six towns has 
entered the fourth day without water and 
the community is bearing the brunt of the 
shenanigans created by the maladministration 
and incompetence.

The municipality is supplied by Sedibeng 
water from its plant in Bothaville and another 
one in Virginia, both plants have now turned 
dry for almost a week now and every street 
corner you see scores of people queuing 
for water from good Samaritans who took 
pity on our predicament and took it upon 
themselves to make sure that the community 
has access to the most precious commodity 
that brings life to every individual.

The report that came from Sedibeng Water 
is that the municipality owes them 4.4 billion 
and that dept spans for fifteen years because 
they stopped paying regularly in 2009. Letters 
of demand have been written by Sedibeng 
but the municipality has never responded to 
any of those correspondences.

The municipal account with Sedibeng Water 
is 5 million per month and they are saying 
that the municipality should at least pay 55 
million for them to restore the water supply 
to the residents of Matjhabeng. On the 20th 
October an urgent council sitting approved a 
payment of 17 million to Sedibeng Water but 
Sedibeng is not budging.

Sedibeng Water on the other hand is owing 
Eskom millions of Rands and so Eskom had 
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to cut off the electric supply to Sedibeng 
for non-payment. Their employees have 
embarked on a strike because they did not 
get their salaries and the company can’t 
afford to buy necessary chemicals to purify 
water and supply communities. The hydrants 
and water pumps have stopped running and 
the community has to seek other alternatives 
to get clean water. The firms in the industrial 

area have been supplying water to the 
communities but we don’t know how long 
the arrangement will last.

This problem is not going to be resolved any 
time soon because what they are not telling 
communities is that in some instances the 
municipality was bankrupt that they had to 
borrow money from Sedibeng in order to 
pay the monthly salary bill of their bloated 
staff and administration and even funding 
election campaigns of the ruling party. This 
was after the ABSA Bank refused to give the 
municipality an overdraft to pay employees 
salaries.

The new administration will take office in less 
than two weeks from now and the first thing 
they should do is to get into an agreement 
with Sedibeng Water on how to settle the 4.4 
billion debt.

Matjhabeng local municipality on the 
other hand must cut their bloated staff and 
administration because they are not complying 
the Municipal Finance Management Act the 
MFMA states categorically that only 33% 
of your budget should go to salaries but 
Matjhabeng was standing at 39% continuing.
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GENDER CHALLENGESGENDER CHALLENGES

Lentswe Buda
Motlhabe, Moses Kotane Municipality 

Women Are Not Punching Bags

Mr Simon Ngobeni, who is 42 years old, 
admits that he was abusive to his wife for 
over 12 years in marriage. In early 2020 he 
lost his job as a mine worker and he spends 
more time at home with his wife and children 
and he is not used to that.

In late 2020 his wife got him arrested for 
physical abuse and luckily she didn’t contest 
the case and he was released. Mr Ngobeni 
says he finally understands that women are 
not punching bags or objects to release stress 
with. 

“I never understood why police officers had 
to interfere in our relationship because I also 
grew up in a home where my father would 
always beat up my mother.” he said, “I always 
thought that raising a hand to a woman 
shows that you are in power and you are the 
man of the house.”

“SAPS gave me a document with so many 
pages and I always read it. I have learned a lot 
from it now I know how a woman should be 
treated. I wish I could turn back time but now 
it’s too late because my wife kicked me out 
of the house. I’m now going through divorce 
process and my daughters see a monster in 
me.” 

Simon Ngobeni continued: “Hopefully other 
men will learn from their mistakes and end 
Gender-Based Violence and may the police 
officers continue doing their job of protecting 
women and children”Gender-Based Violence 
has grown since lockdown was introduced in 
South Africa. Let’s love and protect women 
and children.
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Happiness Koma
Moshira Village, Fetakgomo Local 
Municipality

Domestic Violence and Harassment

Domestic violence abuse does not only 
women. Together with Covid19, this is bad 
and people losing their jobs makes things 
worse. Men abuse women in front of their 
children because men have lost their jobs 
and are failing to provide for their families.  
Men need to stop abusing women, there are 
too many cases of rape and abuse. Abuse is 
not only physical but mental and emotional. 
Men who kill women even end up killing their 
children and themselves. 

This is our right to protect all family members, 
friends, colleagues from abuse. Let’s come 
together and fight against GBV. The challenge 
of child-headed households is that they 
aren’t protected and as a community, we 
should step in if they’re experiencing GBV. 

This is a big challenge and it’s not easy to go 
to the police station. Finding a social worker 
is also not easy. Let’s work together to fight 
injustice, teach young boys manners and 
teach them to not abuse girls from a young 
age. Let’s not be silent and speak up on this 
matter. 

Mahadio Mohapi 
Kanana, Klerksdorp

Killings of Women and Children is High in 
Kanana Orkney 

On 05 February 2021, a shepherd found the 
body of a young girl next to the river outside 
the location in Kanana. She was raped and 
killed. 

We are asking ourselves if we are safe or we 
are protected because the killing of women 
in Kanana is like a habit. Every week women 

and girls are being beaten and killed. Women 
of Kanana are living in fear because we don’t 
know if there is a serial killer or not. 

We don’t know who’s doing this thing of killing 
the women in Kanana. We ask ourselves a lot 
of questions every time. We wonder who is 
next. Are we safe in the house or not? 

We are waiting for the president to announce 
level 1 so that we can organise prayer and the 
protest to the police station and court. 

Florence Mohlala
Phola, Ogies

Gender-Based Violence is Still a Big Issue 
Globally

On the 14th of February 2021, an angry 
community marched to the local police 
station at Phola. The reason for the march was 
that police took matters lightly these days, 
so the community took the matter into their 
own hands. Thokozane Dladla aged between 
25-30 allegedly raped his trip cousin at Phola 
Buffer Zone section. After raping her, he 
burned her with paraffin in her room, leaving 
her in flames, and fled the scene. Khwezi’s 
mother works in Ogies so she left her in the 
hands of a monster cousin not knowing what 
he was planning.

The angry mob went to Buffer Zone in search 
of the perpetrator and they found him hiding 
in the neighbour’s toilet. They took him to the 
street, stripped him and beat him severely 
with sjamboks lying down naked. They 
wanted to burn him with tyres but police 
arrived at the scene immediately trying to 
save him but it was too late, Thokozane was 
dead. 

Before he died he confesses to killing his 
grandfather at Kwa-Guca in Witbank long ago 
and tell his aunt where he buried him in the 
forest.

28
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Petrus Moshe 
Jouberton, Klerksdorp

Violence Has Been Normalised to a Point 
Where it’s Becoming a Habit

I don’t know how to write about a new type 
of violence here in Extension 19. We are 
really living in a society whereby the moral 
fabric of the society has gone down faster, 
perhaps the adults are bad role models.

We have two groups from different extensions 
fighting each other, knives sparingly, running 
after each other in an attempt to stab each 
other and stoning. What next? I can’t predict, 
maybe we need an awakening call to stand as 
parents to denounce this. As the saying goes: 
charity begins at home.

We need to say no to this. Violence is a 
normal culture among us. It seems as 
inherently from systems and being created 
here in Matlosana because of low morale 
of making people aware of this. We need to 
root it out and condemn it, by engaging, in 
dialogue and creating favourable conditions 
for the youngsters. 

We owe this to them for promoting the 
throwing culture of youth.

Lentswe Buda
Motlhabe, Moses Kotane

Women Experiences in Mining industries

Last year, I was given an opportunity to learn 
more about women’s experiences in the 
mining industry. I had to do interviews and 
research more about how they are being 
treated in mining. It’s so sad how our mothers 
and sisters have to be discriminated against 
and treated as the inferior ones and objects 
in mining industries.

Discrimination and harassment against 
women in mining industries are widespread 
and deeply rooted but that doesn’t mean it 
is okay. Some believe that the government 
should be challenged to level up the mining 
industry playing fields with the South African 
Mining Charter to prioritise providing more 
support, monitoring and enforcement than it 
presently does, as well as to keep our beloved 
sisters, mothers and daughters feeling safe 
and comfortable from their colleagues and 
their bosses or authorities.

The mine together with the government 
should be held accountable for any 
harassment or sexual violence taking place 
on the mine premises so the mines could 
enforce their employees to follow the law. 
So, they could be more careful about the 
safety of women in mining sectors.

Mining companies should secure the rights 
of the mine hosting communities by making 
sure that they do benefit from the minerals 
extracted on their land and women should 
always be given a voice, they should ensure 
full inclusion of women in consultations, 
contracts and the full process that’s being 
done.

In other incidents, during meetings and 
negotiations women’s consent would be 
ignored and this is due to some culture or 
traditions that the man is the head of the 
family and he has the final say as the head of 
the family. And failure to involve women in 
the consultations may lead to displacement 
without consideration of a woman’s role 
in meeting the subsistence needs of their 
families, and normally in rural areas, women 
do not participate because they are always 
pressured by men and that makes them less 
powerless because they lack knowledge.

After all, knowledge is power. Let’s love and 
treat women equally to men. Not only your 
family but everybody so that the world could 
be a better place.
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Lentswe Buda
Motlhabe, Moses Kotane Municipality 

Sexual Abuse, Harassment and Sexual 
Harassment Taking Place in Mining 
Industries

In most cases female mine workers are being 
used as sex objects or high libido relievers, 
favours work a lot before you could be 
considered to be given an opportunity. In 
other cases, their superiors would ask for sex 
in return for money, or a promotion, even on 
interviews they would be asked for money 
and if they do not have it they would be told 
that there is another way obviously being a 
task to bend over. 
A single mother of 2 under the name of 
Nthabiseng has also experienced this the 
hard way as she had to buy work with her 
private part for the sake of her children. She 
never reported and yet she’s still afraid to 
because it’s been a year and a half now and 
she believes no one would believe her.

Most women working in mining industries do 
not feel safe because their male co-workers 
do not see them as colleagues but they see 
sex objects. 

“The looks they give us you could see that 
they have already undressed you,” said 
Nthabiseng. The fear to speak out plays a 
major role in victimising women even worse 
because sexual violence against women 
it’s all over the world and unreported by 
the victims. A lot of the time, women fear 
becoming a joke, unwanted, humiliated, 
intimidated and ending up losing their jobs.
The world is not fair to women.

Moshabi Selowa
Monametse Village, Malengine Corruption 
Watch

More Pressure on Women

Since the beginning of the pandemic, more 
women have found it difficult to survive their 
families. In various provinces, the virus has 
taken many lives. Recently most men lost 
their jobs and women who were relying on 
men to be the breadwinners.

Some are facing challenges in receiving their 
children grants. Girls become sex workers 
to survive along with their children. Most 
families left children being orphans as a result 
of Covid19. Some women are even killed 
due to the frustration of men not working 
anymore

Petrus Moshe
Jouberton, Klerksdorp 

Stop Femicide and Women Abuse

On 26th 2021, the Khuma residents had 
a procession of registering their concern 
regarding the murder of Palesa Maruping, 
she was murdered and allegedly hanged. 
The streets were painted with black dress 
against this hideous femicide incident in 
Khuma Location. The procession of Toyi Toyi 
started from Church Street and proceeded 
to the house of the victim, who was brutally 
murdered.

This callous incident really affected the 
families, friends and the majority of the 
resident of Khuma as they shared their stories. 
The community demanded that those two 
suspects responsible for this murder must 
not be released and justice must prevail.
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The Community Residents and Members of 
Justice and Peace will continue to fight this 
scourge of femicide and unabated gender 
Violence by drawing strength from this case 
as a module against the judiciary system 
against being biased.

The speakers urged the community to 
be present in all court procedures until 
such a time of final judgement against the 
perpetrators. The second appearance of 
suspects apprehended will be on the 30th 
of August 2021 at Stilfontein Regional Court, 
the solidarity supports from civil societies, 
churches and residents will be there on that 
day as being recommended.

Francina Nkosi 
Lephalale Municipality, Shongoane

Women fetching firewood on a daily basis 

Even though people have electricity in their 
homes doesn’t mean life is easy for them. 
Due to load shedding that happens every 
day and price hiking of tariffs, it makes life 
difficult for unemployed women who depend 
on social grants as a means of income to cook 
for their families using electricity. 

Women living in rural areas can’t afford to 
cook using electricity. That’s why every day 
they collect firewood to ease their burden. I 
managed to interview a 46-year-old woman 
about why she collects firewood and this is 
her response. 

My name is Rosina. I’m unemployed living 
with my six kids whom they depend on as a 
breadwinner. I can’t afford to buy electricity 
every day. It is a must for me to collect 
firewood to minimize the cost. I only use 
electricity for lighting, don’t have a fridge 
and TV  because I can’t afford to buy them. 
I was heartbroken to realise that women go 

through a lot to make sure that their families 
are fed. I wish the government could put 
communities first then profit last. Solution: 

Government should promote just transition, 
Bring back free electricity to the poor, and
As communities, we need to plant trees to 
replace the chopped ones.

Margaret Molomo 
Limpopo Mokopane, Ga-Kgabudi

Women Fight for Land Rights

In women’s month, women of Mokopane 
from different villages had gathered together 
to fight for their rights when Ivanplats Mine 
resisted taking their field forcefully. Women 
from the following villages were involved: Ga-
Kgabudi, Sekgoboko, Magongwa and Mosodi. 
More than 15 community members were 
arrested and spent a night in Mahwelereng 
police cells.

Yesterday in Mahwelereng Magistrate court 
we managed to get a court order that says the 
mine should stop its operation on erecting a 
fence. Today community members are busy 
taking back their land by building a fence. On 
the other hand, they are removing the mine 
fence.

I personally think that we need to keep 
fighting in unity for our rights especially on 
land issues as women. My fellow women in 
Mokopane managed to do that after realizing 
that the mine is using money to divide us 
we come up with strategies to fight on the 
ground. We came together and stopped 
their activities until they listen to us as a 
community. 
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Zamokwakhe Shabalala
Normandien, Dannhouser

Heritage Day celebration and Climate 
Change Awareness 

On 26 September 2021, we were celebrating 
a heritage day at Normandien with the Rural 
community who are landless and affected by 
the mining and proposed fracking.

This day was used as an awareness to bring 
back our culture and Heritage, and also 
we educated the people about producing 
organic food which is healthy for the soil, by 
doing that we were teaching people to stop 
consuming chemical food with GMOs.

We need a community to use land and 
Produce their own and supply to the markets. 
We also spoke about Gender-based violence 
directed at children and women. We are 
trying to fight against inequality and abuse of 
women and children in rural areas who are 
still oppressed by culture.

Climate change is a major crisis, the country 
through drought atoms and heavy rains 
which comes with floods and global warming 
so we raise awareness about climate change 
and how to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change impacts.

We told the community that corporate 
industries which produce steel and electricity 
are the cause of climate change because they 
use coal to burn it and they don’t comply with 
emissions standards. Our event was blessed 
by the performance of local artists.
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MINING AND ENVIRONMENTMINING AND ENVIRONMENT

Mmathapelo Thobejane
Ditwebeleng Village

Mine Hole Hazard to Livestock in Modubeng

Mr Thabo Moropane from Modubeng village 
is a livestock owner and he has been surviving 
on goats to support his family. Even though 
he works in Gauteng, livestock is what makes 
him happy and his family survives on how to 
sell and sometimes slaughter and eat with 
the family. 

On 26 December 2020 on his return from 
Gauteng his son told him that it’s been days 
not seeing one of his ewes (female goat) and 
he asked around. Some villagers told him it 
was last seen at Lebalelo premises a few days 
ago, Mr Thabo did not have access to get 
to the Lebalelo Water plant because it was 
closed for the festive season. 

On 21 January 2021 Mr Thabo and the 
management of Lebalelo Water went to the 
plant and searched for the goat but it was 

nowhere to be found. They drained the water 
in the dam but there was nothing and Mr 
Thabo believes that they did not see the goat 
because it was too muddy and they didn’t 
see the grounds. 

On their way out, he asked them to look at 
the valve where the water was passing while 
draining it and they saw some fluffy goatskin. 
He then told them that he suspected that it 
was his goat but the manager refused to take 
it and he went home. He still feels that this 
water plant is a threat to their livestock and 
believes that it is not only his goat, it might 
be that a lot of livestock is drowning there. 

He also thinks that the Lebalelo did not do 
justice and he feel like they should pay him 
and also make sure that something like this 
doesn’t happen again.
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Margaret Molomo 
Mokopane, Limpopo province 

PTM Waterberg Mine March

Today at the village called Lewaneng next to Ga 
Matlala. Community members of Lewaneng, 
Early Don and Kgatlu had a successful march 
against PTM Waterberg Mine. The controller 
of the mine is advocate Molibo Mgudlwa.

The community members of Lewaneng 
approached the Kopano Formation 
Committee in Mokopane for help. It was late 
for us to help with their appeal of EIA. They 
drilled more holes during prospecting without 
consulting with the community members 
of the three villages. During his public 
participation in the EIA, the assessment said 
it was found that the area Makgabeng was 
declared as a National Heritage site therefore 
it is protected. And SAHRA appealed his EIA.
but as you saw our government officials of 
DMRE in Limpopo are corrupt.

They issued the PTM Waterberg mine to the 
EIA. to talk to them to unite as three villages 
to fight this mine and they agreed to unite. 
We helped the three villages to appeal against 
the PTM Waterberg mining license. Today we 
had success against the PTM Waterberg mine 
at Lewaneng Village. The memorandum was 
served and signed by the mine at their site 
office in Lewaneng village.

Christinah Mogobye
Sefikile Village, 
Moses Kotane Local Municipality 

Cracked Houses in Our Village Affect Many Lives

It hurts so bad to see houses being cracked 
by blasting from the mines and community 
members suffering from that while mines 
make millions and billions every day. There 
are close to 300 dilapidated houses in our 
village and some of them were caused by 
blasting from the mines. 

We had an old lady who pleaded with us 
to help her as a matter of urgency and 
now she left because she did not feel safe 
anymore and now that house has turned into 
a criminals’ home.  She was fearing for the 
worst and decided to leave and I feel bad that 
I have failed her because she was not getting 
any assistance except all the updates I gave 
her but she decided to give up for the sake 
of her own safety. We are losing community 
members that we lived with for so many 
years and it affected me emotionally. 

Criminals are stealing at night and keeping 
stolen items in these abandoned and 
dilapidated houses and the community is 
counting on us as activists. These picture was 
taken from a house belonging to that old lady 
who moved out.
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Vusi Mabaso 
VEM,Vosman, Emalahleni

Deadly Air Case

On the 23rd of November 2007, the then 
Minister of Environmental Affairs now known 
as the Department of Environmental Affairs 
Forestry and Fisheries declared the Highveld 
as a Highveld Priority Area (HPA) because of 
its poor air quality.  Nothing has been done 
since the declaration until 2012 whereby the 
Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) was 
put in place.

Little has been done since then, only the 
monitoring stations have been installed 
which are not working properly. After writing 
several letters to our municipality and the 
provincial government with no response we 
decided to file a case. 

In 2019 as Vukani Environmental Movement 
together with Groundwork and the Center 
for Environmental Rights, we named the 
case deadly air case. The culprits are the 
government of South Africa, the President, 
the minister of DEFF, National Air Quality 

Officers Mpumalanga and Gauteng. We 
open a case in violation of section 24(a) of 
the constitution of RSA which says everyone 
has the right to an environment that is not 
harmful to their health or wellbeing. The case 
was listened to from the 17th to the 19th of 
May 2021. We are waiting for the verdict 
from the judge which might take up to six(6) 
months to be announced.

Promise Mabilo 
Emalahleni, Mpumalanga 

In Vosman, located in Emalahleni there are several mines that are in operation. The area has 
a history of mining, they were burning sinkholes even before other mines came into the area. 

In that area they did mine before and left the area then there were burning sinkholes that 
started to show up but even though there were these burning sinkholes other mines came into 
mine in that area. We’ve had various discussions, arguments and negotiations as to why these 
companies continue to mine in Vosman. None of these discussions has helped or resulted 
in anything productive. Even engaging with the municipality hasn’t had that many positive 
results; they came back saying they have to mine and take out all the coal that is causing 
burning sinkholes so that they can rehabilitate the land.

Unfortunately, on 27 July 2021, the area went up in flames while they were busy with their 
operations.
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Thabang Sam Ditsele 
Mononono, Moses Kotane Municipality

My Journey as  an Activist Fighting for My 
Community

As an activist, I started fighting for the 
rights of our community members in 2018; 
by 2019 (in June), I was taken to court 
for allegedly influencing the Mononono 
Community not to allow mining in the area. 
On the 2nd of September 2019,  I stood 
before Honourable Madam Justice DjaDje 
without legal representation. I told the 
court that we requested the Environmental 
Impact Assessment and Ikwezi failed to 
produce those documents. We requested 
for the attendance register to see who they 
consulted but they failed to produce these 
documents. 
After that Ikwezi again put another agent 
application saying me and Themba Nzala don’t 
want Ikwezi to mine and on 05 September 
2019 we stood before Honourable Justice 
Gura and we told the court this company is 
undermining our rights. 

We wrote emails to DMR sharing our 
frustrations and on 8 December 2020 Ikwezi 
came by force and they shot 11 members. 
We informed the High Court, an order was 
given that they should be arrested, nothing 
happened.

Tragically, on 11 December 2020, eight 
members were shot by Ikwezi again and 
nothing happened we reported to the SAPS. 
Mogwase, the station commander, failed 
us until the matter was escalated to the 
provincial office in Potchefstroom, and until 
today our matter hasn’t been investigated and 
Ikwezi is mining without any documentation.

A recurring problem is that when the mine is busy with blasting operations, stones go straight 
to the community and fall all over the place in the community.  Also, the operating machines 
make noise day and night 24/7 and the worst part is that when the mines come they don’t 
do public participation with the people around Vosman. Community members have also told 
us that their appliances have been broken because of the blasting, their houses are falling 
apart and sometimes their water and electricity supply is cut off. It’s hard to hold anyone 
accountable because the names of the companies operating in the mines keep changing. 

In total the number of mines was nine, two left the area and now seven are remaining; not too 
long ago one was added. These numbers aren’t accurate and due to the pandemic, we haven’t 
been able to conduct a proper investigation. When we went to ask from the municipality we 
spoke to the EAP from the municipality. He said he only knows three mines, he doesn’t know 
about the others how they come in and assured us he will go there to check.
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Tumi Mokgatle
Phokeng Rustenburg

The New Mine Opening, Nucu Chrome

A new chrome mine called Nucu Chrome is 
opening its operation in Phokeng. The mine 
was opened with the license to operate in 
1989 granted by the then Bophuthatswana 
Government. They have not been able to 
operate since then. However, in the early 
2000s, they tried to commence with the 
operation only to halt it until now. The 
operation will be just behind a section called 
Lemenong and adjacent to Bobuampya. 

In its operation, they were met by some 
opportunist group who claim to own the 
land.  The opportunists are a group calling 
themselves Bashiga.  The mine however 
promises to offer jobs for the locals and is 
expected to operate for over 10 years.  They 
will also mine PMG onside and many hope 
they will finally be able to work as jobs are 
highly scarce. 

Amo Tshabalala
Sefikile Village, Moses Kotane Local 
Municipality

Mining Company Operating without our 
Knowledge in Nooitgedacht Farm

As it is mentioned the mining is operating 
without our consent and knowledge, but as 
far as it is now we kept it under the radar as 
our legal advisers are busy with it.

Right now the issue is about to go to court 
as we have filed a request for mining without 
consent. The government tried to sell us to 
the highest bidder but it didn’t happen as they 

had planned. They tried to sell that farm to 
one of the farmers and we went to court and 
stopped that. We are waiting to go to court 
with the mine, the government - namely the 
DMR and the Limpopo Municipality.

Everything is set on our part and we are only 
waiting to go to court and get what’s ours 
from those who thought they have won. The 
Mononono and Sefikile communities have 
joined forces in this one. All will be revealed 
after court.

Isaac Mapoga 
Ga Kgobudi Mokopane, Limpopo province

The Battle Between the Kgobudi Community 
and IvanPlats

Kgobudi mealie field owners were battling 
about IvanPlats mining project that 
operates in our ploughing field without 
consulting the community. We’re very much 
concerned because they are entering into 
two of our mealie field owner’s, Monye and 
Mokhonwana, by force cutting their fences 
and removing some of the poles without 
consulting them. Then they assaulted Lali 
Mokhonoana in her plot while she was busy 
taking pictures of the damage. Some from 
those cars far left came out of the care centre 
and took her phone and threw it away.

When I arrived there on the morning of 11 
August with Mr Andries Masimine, at about 
9 am a lady came running to us and she was 
very much hurt by these people. We took 
her to Mahwelereng Police Station to open 
the case. They told her to go back home and 
they will send her case number on the same 
day, until now she is still waiting for the case 
number.
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Sam Thabang Ditsele 
Mononono, North West Province

The Toxic Company Called Ikwezi

Mononono Community Members are so 
tired of this toxic company called Ikwezi. 
Since July 2021, Ikwezi has admitted that 
they are not authorised to work on the Farm 
Haarkdoornfontein 12JQ in Mononono.

We have children who have to go to school, 
parents who work at the other mines and 
nurses who have to run the local clinic. Are 
there no mining rules in operating an open 
pit or open cast that your department must 
enforce? 

If DMRE has permitted Ikwezi to mine, please 
have some licence conditions to stop the 
noise pollution during the night. Nothing is 
being done to manage the dust as well, Ikwezi 
is busy undermining the DMR, the South 
African Judiciary and us, the Community 
members.South African Minerals are giving 
our country to China and India without our 
consent. Vanadium, Titanium and Iron Ore 
are the minerals that Ikwezi is mining without 
our consent. 

Activists need to come up with a strategy on 
how we should raise this to the President of 
South Africa, CyrilRamaphosa. Ikwezi’s Bulk 
Sampling Permit expired on 08 March 2021 
and they’re forcing themselves to work on 
our Farms - Undermining our rights

Phindile Ngobeni
Marikana, Rustenburg Local Municipal, 
North West

Lanxess Chrome Mine Employees on Strike 

On the 11th of August 2021, I interviewed 
Pule Majelenyane and Shepherd Duiker. 
Both of them were part of the strike and 
also victims who were shot during the strike 
earlier that day. I asked them what happened 
at Lanxess Chrome mine. They told me that 
the Mine Manager sent security guards to 
come to shoot them because they were 
causing a commotion at the gate.

Three people were injured namely Pule, 
Mathews and Buang. A case was opened and 
the number is 146/08/2021 and they will 
appear in Court on the 08th of September 
2021 against the SSG security company. 

I also asked them what was the reason 
for them to go on strike. They said mainly 
corruption, there are many contractors in 
the mine, ESOP including A Zimbabwean 
employee who worked from 2015 to 2019 
with a Zimbabwe Permit and was the 
Chairman of NUM representatives. A case 
was opened due to that but till today nothing 
has happened, only postponements and it’s 
been three years now. 

I, myself, also spoke to Leon Richardson, the 
manager of Lanxess Chrome Mine concerning 
the people at the gates. I asked him what was 
stopping the mine from reopening?

He said, “we are waiting for the approval from 
DMRE, related to the Sale of the majority 
shares of the Mine.” The transaction has 
already been approved by the commission of 
the competition.  I also wonder whether this 
means the Name Lanxess Chrome Mine will 
change? 
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Leon said, “the mine will restart under the 
new shareholders once everything has been 
approved.” I then asked Leon why the workers 
are still at the gate, it’s been 24 hours and 
they haven’t gone home.  

He said the problem is that they were 
dismissed due to their participation in an 
unprotected strike. According to the rules of 
the trust, which is fully signed and registered 
legally, it binds the people who have lost 
their jobs and it dismisses their benefits. 
These are not new rules. They’ve associated 
themselves with a different organisation. Do 
not have any bearing on previous legal and 
binding agreements. The dismissal case was 
taken to the labour court and they have to 
await the outcome which will determine 
their employment status. 

I asked Leon if he was aware of some 
security guards who went to the place called 
Mokhukhung and broke into someone’s 
house? 

He said, “They did not break into any house 
that I am aware of. I know that the SAPS is 
investigating the theft of Palisades which 
took place between the Mokhukhung village 
and the mine.”

Leon also asked me if I’m aware of the arson 
of Lanxess Property and sent me pictures.
These interviews really went well and I hope 
these questions make the community and 
the whole world aware of what’s happening. 

Sibusiso Zwane
Normandien Farm, Newcastle Municipality 

No to Kwezi Mine’s Operation 

Kwezi mine was trying to extract coal at 
DanHouser Mbabane village at a farm called 
Magayimbuzi farm. In 2018, Kwezi Mine 
wanted to relocate Magayimbuzi residents 
without their consent. The mine also wanted 
to do its operation where there are graves 
of the residents’ forefathers. They were not 
promising to help them to relocate either. 

The mine owners were not even uplifting the 
local economy with community members.  
They came with their own contractors and 
their staff members. So, Ikwezi mine was 
taking all from the Mbabane community 
without their consent which is unfair.

Mbabane village residents have been left 
with little grazing land for livestock, no clean 
water from the river. Water for residents 
to do their laundry and no proper homes 
for Magayimbuzi residents. For example, 
a trust fund for the community can help in 
ensuring that the community can further 
their lives through education and business. 
They can also provide education or skills 
development to communities that do not 
have one and hire community members first 
and others can be considered.The mine must 
prioritise Mbabane residents and they must 
acknowledge the community first.
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Thokozile Mntambo 
Thulani Snake Park 

Massive Tailing Dust Storms in Thulani 
Snake-Park

Tailing mine dumps are made of a complex 
mixture of metals and dust particles. This 
means that dust exposure can be high in 
communities living nearby particularly during 
the autumn season. Unfortunately, it’s a 
shame for the community of Thulani Snake-
Park during this season. Because they have 
to suffer the consequences of the 1886 Gold 
Mine Rush. The tailing has become a hotspot 
for the community before the Covid19 
pandemic.

Thulani Snake-Park is one of the marginalized 
communities living in informal settlements 
and RDP houses. The dust particles have 
negatively impacted the health of children 
and elderly people in the area. Many suffer 
from pneumonia, asthma, lung cancer and 
other chronic illnesses. 

Farmers have also been affected by the dust 
storm this month. Andile Nkuna’ one of the 
young farmers has lost twenty piglets; they 
have died during these dust storms this year. 
He is sad because no one will compensate 
him and doesn’t know where to complain 
since no one is responsible for the tailing 
mine dump. 

The community is scared for their lives.  
The government should develop a more 
complete solution to prevent future harm 
and also restore dignity and the well-being of 
the community.

Rapule Moiloa
Soweto Diepkloof, City of Joburg Region 10

Illegal Mining in Riverlea: A Serious Problem

Illegal mining continues to be a very serious 
problem that needs attention and a solution 
not after local government elections but must 
be a thing for now. Residents of Riverlea are 
troubled and have been complaining about 
the Illegal mining operations taking place 
around the neighbourhood.

Zamimpilo is an informal settlement located in 
ward 68 of Riverlea and this is life-threatening 
for the residents of Riverlea and other people 
near Riverlea and other surrounding areas.
This is a complaint of many years as much as 
complaints about the rehabilitation that is 
not done by DRD. 

Zamimpilo is situated on top of Sasol gas 
lines, Transnet fuel pipelines and Rand water 
pipelines. If Illegal miners make contact with 
gas and fuel lines these could cause heavy 
explosions and deaths. Since the miners 
do not have professional experience or 
equipment to use to locate where all these 
lines are situated.

Not only Riverlea as a neighbourhood could 
experience problems but other areas. The 
sad thing is there is a police station not far 
from Zamimpilo and they are well informed 
about the Illegal gold mining taking place at 
the camp. Between  2017 and 2018, I visited 
the camp together with Mrs Dawn Anderson 
and people working at different government 
departments were there including JMPD. The 
department of compliance monitoring and 
enforcement witnessed the operations of 
Illegal mining only watched as miners went 
on with their work.

Something we must all do is in politics; there 
are no allies but not common things that 
poor people are only important when it suits 
politicians. 
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Kgothatso Huma
Thekwane, Rustenburg Local Municipality

Tailings Transportation

A certain company has been appointed to 
transport the Platinum Tailings from one 
point to another. The problem is that there 
are speed bumps that force the trucks to stop 
and the bumpy ride causes the tailing to fall on the ground.

It’s been more than three years and I can imagine the state of the road. The company has been 
trying to clean the road but it fails as the tails are piling up next to the road.

During windy seasons, it becomes a mess whereby the dust is all over leading motorists and 
pedestrians to inhale the dust. There’s a product that can assist but we’ve been waiting ever 
since Benchmark Foundation assisted us, it’s been over two years now.

Tshepo Maredi 
Theunissen, Masilo Local Municipality, Free 
State

Social Labour Plans 

Masilo, a small mining town with two of the 
biggest mining giants in South Africa today, 
is one of the poorest in the history of all 
mining towns. With Sibanye Stillwaters and 
Harmony Gold, Masilo has yet to taste the 
kind of prosperity that comes with being a 
mining town. 

It has been years since we as the community 
of Masilo and we, as the community, have 
seen any SLPs, CSR or CSI. Every time as a 
community when we complain about this 
issue it’s like we as a community are talking to 

Benerd Ngomane
Madadeni Nkomazi, Mpumalanga 

SLP Demand from the Nkomati Anthracite 
Mine

There was a group of community members at 
Madadeni in Mpumalanga that approached 
me and told me that I must join hands with 
them in pushing the demand for SLP from 
the Nkomati Anthracite mine. They wrote a 
letter to the mine demanding a meeting to 
be scheduled on 24 August 2021. The mine 
has been operating for more than 7 years and 
has never been done or reported on SLP. The 
group is mobilizing to demand reports and a 
way forward on the SLP.

The community was lacking the information 
on NEMA, after several engagements with 
them trying to let them understand that 
employment doesn’t fall in SLP. We hope 
the mine and the community reach common 
ground soon.
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believe there will be an alternative way of 
resolving this whole thing. The councillor 
must make it a point that the municipality 
comes back to college dirty waste as is their 
duty because people’s lives are in danger. 
People’s lives should be protected at all costs.

Boitumelo Thobejane 
Sekhukhune, Mototolong Village

Climate Change 

The Motse River is one of the big rivers that 
supply Oliphant with water, growing up 
this was the only source water village in my 
neighbourhood to fetch water. Spiritual and 
traditional people used to come here and 
fetch water at Letamong for their spiritual 
purposes, cleansing and baptism happened 
here. But about 15 years ago people stopped 
because of the scarcity of water and the 
water quality has been very bad since the 
introduction of mining in my area. One of the 
problems is that all mine operations are at 
the upper stream and there’s no way people 
can avoid all this.

This area used to have clean water and 
enough water throughout the year but now 
everything changed. In this area, bad things 
happened a few years ago two kids drowned 
here and five survived. This area used to be a 
sort of entertainment area for kids, but now 
this is a hazard for people and animals.

The department of water and sanitation 
needs to fence this area so that people, 
even animals, don’t cross over because it’s a 
hazard and very dangerous. 

a brick wall. The municipality is also failing its 
people by not questioning these two mining 
houses and reminding them of their duties. 
It’s become clear for us in Masilo that the rich 
are getting richer and the poor are getting 
poorer every day, DMRE is a contributing 
factor in many of those instances. 

The DMRE plays an integral role in ensuring 
that all mining houses are keeping to their 
promises by implementing projects and 
programmes that are meant to stimulate 
the local economies of mining towns. But 
the DMRE as a regulator is playing a double 
standard by protecting mines and claiming 
that their work is only to see to it that all 
mines operate within the confinement of 
the South African laws. The future of many 
mining towns including that of Masilo is fast 
becoming a nightmare for many of us.

Pretty Ndaba
Magongoa Zone 2, Mokopane, 
Mogalakwena Municipality 

The Environmental Problems Faced by the 
People of Magongoa 

The people of Magongoa Zone 2 are 
experiencing a serious problem. Since 2018, 
people don’t know where to dump their 
waste because there is no specific place to 
throw their waste.

They decided to dump their waste in the 
middle of houses and next to the gate of a 
place of worship. Those who are attending 
that church are affected including children, 
youth and elderly people. It will be good if 
our municipality can come back again to our 
local homes to collect the dirty waste because 
people might get sick. 

The only way to protect the environment 
is by calling a local meeting together with 
a counsellor and addressing these issues. I 
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Tshepo Mmusi
Klerksdorp, Jouberton Township

The Launch of the New Community Garden

The Justice and Peace Commission has taken 
upon itself and mobilized the community 
of extension 25 in Jouberton Township. 
Jouberton is an informal settlement to 
initiate and start a community food garden 
project. This initiative was started last year 
when Tshepo Mmusi of the Justice and Peace 
Commission saw a need for a community 
food garden. The garden is a response to the 
challenges of hunger and unemployment. 

The initiative was warmly welcomed by 
members of the community of extension 
25 and their leadership. Community Advice 
Offices of South Africa (CAOSA) support the 
initiative. Members of the community can’t 
wait to get to work.

VEGETABLE GARDENSVEGETABLE GARDENS

A piece of land has been identified, the 
municipality has agreed to avail the land in 
partnership with the community as well as 
the Justice and Peace Commission facilitating 
the process of bringing more partners on 
board.
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Mmathapelo Thobejane 
Sekhukhune Ditwebeleng Village, Limpopo

Creating Green Jobs for Village Women

Greening our communities is one of our 
objectives as women from different villages 
in Magakala (Madifahlane, Dithabaneng, 
Morapaneng, Ditwebeleng, Seokodibeng and 
Modimolle). This initiative was established to 
improve the health and education settings 
for people especially women regardless of 
income or background. 

We started small and this year we are planting 
one hectare to supply our communities with 
fresh vegetables and also teach our fellow 
women to start a home garden. As we are 
facing the winter season we know that where 
people start to demand vegetables like 
spinach, Chinese spinach, cabbage onions 
because our indigenous vegetables like 
Mphodi, Kgorosha, Helen and Thepe are no 
longer accessible because they grow only in 
summer in Sekhukhune Land.

The group of eight women are coming 
together ploughing and sharing ideas, 

Happiness Koma
Moshira Village, Fetakgomo Tubatse Local Municipality

The Gift of Seeds from Benchmarks Foundation

The Are Kgotleleleng Disability Project is 
happy to receive seeds from the Benchmarks 
Foundation. Thanks to Comrade Mmathapelo, 
we received face shields and masks. People 
are finally able to come to work while 
protecting themselves from Covid19. So far, 
the project is going very well. 

Around the world, farming is an important 
part of life especially for disabled people who 

especially indigenous knowledge around 
farming.  

“This year we are looking to expand our work 
and start selling chicken eggs. Our families 
will never go to bed empty stomach and we 
also manage to have some little income after 
selling our veggies,” said one of the farmers.

Sebotshiamo started very small and they had 
no ideas on what they were doing but with 
passion and hard work today they know how 
to farm and they sell to spaza shops, street 
vendors and the entire community. 

One day they believe that they will get 
recognized by the mining companies that are 
in their communities and also get support 
from them also. 

struggle to find employment. I’ve learned 
a lot about farming since the start of the 
project. We’re faced with a few challenges 
like the water machine being broken. 

However, we are focused on the future; we 
will start with a seedbed to plant the seeds 
so they can grow. As a group, we are learning 
a lot about gardening. 
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Mmabore Mogashoa
GaMogashoa Village

Planting Indigenous Food

A man from Ga-Mogashoa village has made 
a good example that heritage will disappear 
if we don’t stand up. An example made by 
an Engineering Professional, Rantshane 
Mogashoa showed that one can multi-task 
because working in an urban area doesn’t 
mean one can’t uphold his roots. Besides 
him having a full-time job in Gauteng, he 
ploughed sorghum in the village and he is 
looking for people who are passionate and 
have land to partner with him to produce 
more, especially the youth. 

In the light of Covid19, it is evident that 
poverty and unemployment are worsening 
and we can partner together to plough 
Sorghum. Sorghum is in high demand for its 
multi-purpose use like to make traditional 
beer, pap, dikgobe (cooked salted sorghum 
seed), ting (sour porridge), medication and 
many others things.

This will not only create employment or 
business opportunities but also assist in 
preserving the land of our forefathers, 
improve food security, teach youth about 
preserving our indigenous,  and instil 
confidence in youth that agriculture is an 
important career.

Sorghum is the plant food that was mainly 
ploughed in the rural areas of Sekhukhune 
and its surroundings. The plant was dearly 
held in high regard by our forefathers as the 
results never went to bed hungry. They were 
sharing seed and also to those who don’t 
have fields to plough. Sorghum was ground 
by women using hands and stones (Tshilo le 
Lwala). 

Sorghum is one indigenous food that was 
planted and food made out of it had no 
chemicals which made our forefathers live 
longer and healthy.

This is how he responded to my questions:

1. Why did you plant sorghum? 

“I have grown up ploughing sorghum with 
my late granny Pheladi in the 90s, then it 
was a norm for every village to partake in 
this yearly program to feed their families 
with pure organic food. One main reason 
to plough the sorghum is the fact that it is 
becoming a scarce product, and diminishing 
in our presence and the love my granny had 
for them.”
2. Why do you want more people to partner 
with you: 

“We have rich land in our area which can 
bring the hope of employment and business 
opportunities to our community without 
them going to urban areas, more importantly, 
will restore this heritage that is purely healthy 
and organic, meaning the method of planting 
is not influenced by chemicals hence I say the 
future is in the past.”

3. Which areas would you like to plant?

“Around Tshehlwaneng areas namely 
Phateng, Mafanama, Segohlwane and 
Mafiting as the start."
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Vegetable Gardens Report

The Bench Marks Community Monitor School was set to train activists in mining communities 
in core organizing skills. A key principle of the problem is that activists start from listening to 
communities and engaging with the challenges – and solutions as they understand and define 
them.

During the Covid19 Lockdown, the poverty endemic to mining communities escalated due 
to an increase in unemployment and a dramatic food price increase. While the focus of the 
community monitors in the past was on the impact of the mining operations as the effect 
of the Covid19 health crisis exploded into an economic crisis, the program made a decision 
to shift. Community members suggested that the establishment of food gardens would help 
them during the crisis. 

One group of community monitors, The Food Garden Group, decided to pursue the idea by 
providing education, support and initial distribution of seeds. The project was initiated by 7 
community monitors from the Northwest. During Covid19, we realized that we need to expand 
to other monitors across who are interested and the number increased to 21. We shared a 
lesson with Siphiwe Sithole on how to farm organic crops. We used the farm of Corrie and Paxi 
to reach the monitor to share the seed with.

Challenges 

• Some had problems with fencing.
• Birds and rats eat seedlings. 
• The availability of water was also a big challenge in certain regions.

Successes 

• Three community gardens were given seed and they manage to produce a large number 
of crops.

• Seven household gardens survived; we all agreed to harvest the seeds and share them 
with others.
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COMMUNITY MONITORS PROGRAM REVIEWS

Moshabi Selowa
Monametse Village, Malengine Section; 
Atok, Burgersfort Township, Limpopo 
Province

Member since 2016

The most interesting part of the program is 
the inspiration for writing and training. I really 
enjoy the following aspects of the program: 

• Meetings
• Workshops
• Campaigns

We have a lot of interesting activities like 
technical information and this part consists of 
how to write and post pictures using current 
technology.

This activity of writing is assisted by how to 
make valuable reports like taking pictures 
which are meant to lounge grievance.

For example nearby pictures, and the 
procedure for getting an allowance of writing 
stories using people as evidence.

The programme supports community 
monitors with information and procedures to 
handle and/or build cases.

We attend workshops and also assist monitors 
with finances from point A-B, and by writing 
stories about hazardous issues.

The only dreams should have in the next 
three years: 

• Community monitors should provide 
guidance to build cases by themselves.

• Community monitors are ready for 
every action.

• We will be studying journalism as part 
of activist activity.

• Monitors should dream of changing 
Corruption to benefit.
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Happiness Koma
Locamoshira, Burgersfort Township, 
Limpopo Province

Member since [?] 

I have gained knowledge and wisdom and I 
am impressed that there are some things we 
do not know right now because I am by the 
community monitor’s program group, I know 
a lot. 

Or being in a community monitor program 
to help me with public writing and 
public speaking in a way that I could not 
communicate with other people about the 
community. I think everything only works like 
a king or even within a group I could see that 
things were that way.

I am a community monitor who has helped 
me a lot in the past because I was afraid of 
people and also helped the Gesho community 
to get water after writing a story.

The community saw the importance of the 
spirit and I asked them if things didn’t go well 
in the community and part of it was a push to 
get things right.

I think we should have a meeting with the 
community to address the concerns we are 
asking them to make. It is important that we 
have a monthly payment, phone or laptop so 
that we are there to record things. We must 
either fast or have a good job.
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Mogashoa Mmabore Gladys 
GaMogashoa Township, Sekhukhune, 
Limpopo 

Member since 2018

What did you find most interesting in the 
community monitors programme? 

• I have met monitors with different 
challenges in their communities and 
that helped me to learn so many things 
eg. Sand mining, people were collecting 
sand and after being a monitor I learned 
that is not good to collect it as it causes 
problems

• I learned to do research and 
investigation

• It has helped me to always look around 
my village and identify problems and 
this helped a lot.

• I also learned that I should not just 
make conclusions if there is a problem, 
I should interview people about the 
problem/challenge(what it is) to find 
out how it has affected them, when, 
why, who is affected and to get the 
full story without assumptions which 
sometimes helped when solving a 
problem.

How did the activity of writing regular posts 
assist you? 

• Writing activities improved my writing 
skills. 

In what ways does the community monitors 
programme give support to the community 
voices? 

• If there is a problem, the facilitators 
do help with information or advice on 
what can be done so that there can be 
a solution to a problem. 

What dreams should we have for the 
community mentors programme over the 
next 3 years? 

• There are a lot of challenges in our 
communities and it looks as if our 
government and traditional leadership 
have forgotten the people and their 
culture. More monitors should be 
recruited to identify problems in their 
communities. The lack of resources is a 
problem and with adequate resources, 
it will be easier for monitors to work, 
for example, better phones for better 
pictures and virtual meetings. 
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Margaret Molomo 
Mokopane, Waterberg Region, Limpopo 

As a community monitor, I feel ensured and 
encouraged when we share our experience 
across the country as a mining-affected 
community with the article that we write 
about community issues and the actions we 
take as people on the ground. 

The activity of writing articles helps my 
writing skills and how to investigate and put 
facts on paper to share with other people. I 
am motivated by other activists who write 
sharp reports and I learn more from them 
each and every day. 

We get support on how to mobilize 
and capacity building for community 
organizations,  legal referrals and researchers 
and network with experts. 

We need to initiate community environmental 
monitors who will be recognized in mine and 
get paid for the work they do. Train people 
on paralegal to help our community on the 
ground to report environmental and social 
issues we encounter.

Sphiwe Jokazi
Thulani Snake-Park, Gauteng

Member since 2020

My name is Sphiwe Jokazi I am a member of 
the Ikhaya Labantu organisation in Thulani 
Snake-Park. I found out about the Benchmark 
community monitors program from my 
leader Thokozile Mntambo. During the 
lockdown last year (2020) we participated in 
a school program, about challenges learners 
encounter during lockdown restrictions.

The community monitors program has shown 
me that people from different areas around 
South Africa have the same problems. By 
coming together through social media 
platforms like WhatsApp we find solutions. 
We wrote essays and poems and I was happy 
to see our work printed in books. We were 
able to show others around the community. 
This work was very encouraging to our 
learners to see their work printed in black and 
white. It has built their self-confidence. My 
dream is to see more programs that groom 
young people to become better people. 
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Bongani Qasha
Thulani Snake-Park, Gauteng

Member since 2021

My name is Bongani Qasha from Thulani 
Snake-Park.  Community monitors program 
is the way forward for activists, what I saw is 
a platform where we express our emotions 
and struggles. Communities are never given a 
chance to show what they really want in their 
society.

Last year our children started attending 
school under strict lockdown regulations. 
It was not easy to adjust as parents. My 
leadership introduced me to the program 
where we saw how other provinces write 
about what happened in their schools. I also 
joined the venture. I was a covid screener at 
that time. Writing about our problems and 
finding solutions was the best thing.

The program gives a voice to the community 
through the stories they share on social 
media platforms. It allows others to also see 
what other people do and we solve problems 
together as activists.

The program must grow and they must 
train more young people and young adults 
in communities. Not only mining-affected 
communities but around South Africa.

Buyisile Gasa
Thulani Snake-Park, Gauteng

Member since 2020

My name is Buyi Gasa from Snake park block 
2. I participated in the monitor’s program this 
year 2021. I couldn’t write reports. I thought 
it was a huge deal. But when I was added to 
the WhatsApp group I saw posts from people 
like me. And I found the courage to write my 
first alert. It gives a voice to the community 
because we use WhatsApp for things that 
don’t groom us. But it has changed me 
because now I use WhatsApp to share and 
bring growth in my community about life-
threatening events that we see every day.

The monitor’s program is the best because 
you tell a story about things that affect us in 
our daily lives around our area. I never thought 
people from Mpumalanga and Limpopo also 
have problems with the municipality and 
mining around their areas. Being a part of 
the program and viewing what other activists 
are doing in their area, makes me want to do 
more for Snake-Park.

I want the monitors to grow and train more 
people and give them writing skills to grow 
their careers.
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Thokozile Mntambo
Thulani Snake-Park, Gauteng

Member since [?] 

The community monitors program is the 
bridge to a brighter future for activists. 
Writing reports about what we encounter 
in our community gives us a clear vision of a 
victorious future. Politics can no longer shape 
communities.

The activity of writing has actually made me 
a writer and made a curious eco-feminist. It 
has actually opened doors to my career.
Digital activism is our weapon. Long ago our 
parents used stones and protested on the 
streets to fight Bantu education. Today we 
encountered many problems. We scream 
and fight through social media platforms to 
amplify our voices as communities. It has 
brought unity and marginalized communities 
come together in one voice.

My dream for the community monitors is 
to see it become transparent throughout 
the whole country. Their training program 
must create internships for young people to 
become employed after the training.

Mahadio Sophie Mohapi
Kanana Township Orkney 2619 (Orkney).

Member since 2011

The interesting thing about community 
monitoring programs is that they generate 
the appropriate information for high-quality 
service delivery but also seek to strengthen 
local decision-making, public education, 
community capacity and effective public 
participation.  The activity of regularly 
writing posts improves my memory, builds 
vocabulary, and refines my communication 
skill in public.

The community monitor programme gives 
support to the community voice. It gives 
support to community voices in a way that 
the community can stand for themselves 
where it is necessary to do so. It also helps 
the community to voice out the ideas and 
demands and also to exercise their human 
rights. I would like to see the programme and 
it’s mentors to be on another level where 
we will be monitoring all the public facilities 
across the country or even outside the 
borders.
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Makhotla Sefuli 
Matjhabeng local municipality, Free State 
Province

Member since 2021

What I find most interesting about this 
program is that it gives you a chance to reflect 
on the activities of other people in different 
areas and to also juxtapose on how and what 
other people are thinking and how they do 
things. A good lesson can be drawn on how 
one can ameliorate and fine-tune his /her 
skills of relating different stories affecting our 
communities.

Being part of the monitors has assisted me 
with the general knowledge of different 
stories developing in my community and 
keeping my ear to the ground. The past local 
government elections also provided a terrain 
more fertile for one to cultivate for different 
opinions.

The community monitors program is a vehicle 
that is more grounded within the community 
and people-driven. Community members 
can utilize it to gain access to their leaders by 
creating a platform of interaction in order to 
voice their grievances. 

This program is a perfect terrain that can be 
utilized to unearth young talent for the next 
three years. Firstly we can identify young 
activists with their diverse talents and put 
them through skills development programs, 
partner with FET colleges and universities 
in our different municipalities to develop 
these young people, engage local companies, 
especially in the mining industry to invest 
in the development of their skills and offer 
internships. Local churches can come on 
board adopting certain schools to start to 
inculcate environmental and ecological 
interests at a younger age. These programs 
can create job opportunities for young adults 
and in three years the first graduates will 
have completed their first degrees.
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Kgang Moloko 
Bojanala District, Rustenburg Local 
Municipality, Northwest Province 

Member since 2020

The arrival of covid19 and the introduction 
of Lockdown Level 5 in March changed the 
lives of many South Africa which created a 
new lifestyle and needed major adaptations 
in way of life and brought me into a journey 
of community monitoring in April 2020.

I have been involved in community events as 
an activist and being a community monitor 
brought in a new view about the community. 
Getting to know and hear people’s views 
young and old has been an interesting journey 
in that it has somehow changed the way I 
thought I knew my community. The journey 
of writing and reporting has brought me back 
into the writing of which I had neglected and 
I realized that I lost touch with spelling and 
grammar.

There are events and community struggles 
that happen and are not exposed or 
reported, the monitor’s program assists in 
reporting issues around the community and 
gives exposure on a different or international 
platform. The community feels empowered 
and has hope that the exposure can help and 
get the attention of authorities. 

The program exposes or helps monitors to 
improve in writing skills, reporting skills, 
communicating skills and networking. The 
growth of the program will increase monitors 
and get more communities involved and in 
future years or 3 years, the vision is to monitor 
who will bring change in their communities, 
record events in their areas thus capturing 
historical events. We will have monitors 
forums that have common problems from 
different areas linked give support to each 
other as communities and create better 
communication between communities.
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Phindile Ngobeni
Marikana Group Five, Northwest Province

Member since 2009 

I joined community monitoring in 2009. The 
most interesting part of the programme is 
the power of writing, community action 
research, computer skills and writing short 
articles. 

Writing has assisted me to become a better 
writer and my English has improved. I also 
write better articles and statements of any 
letter I may need to write it.

As a monitor we give support to our 
community by giving information, guiding 
and referring to the relevant department. 

Over the next few years, we should make 
sure that we contact social workers to 
escalate cases or collaborate on programs. 
If we can have a program at a high school 
to share information and knowledge about 
monitoring. We also need to teach young men 
and women about the dangers of gender-
based violence. People are being abused 
in our community, especially women and 
may not know how to identify that they are 
being abused. We also need programs that 
address drug addiction with both children 
and parents.

Maria Madonsela 
Emalahleni  manicipality, 
Mpumalanga province 

I really love  the monitoring school because 
today I know how to write stories and sharing 
about our community problem. In our 
community many people are sick because of 
air pollution. Your community is surrounded 
by many mines and power stations. 

There is a section call Vorsman many people 
there is suffering by different sickness others 
are having asthma , kidney problem, lungs 
problem eyes problem and many different 
kind of disease, So we need to train and teach 
community members about air pollution. 
Really I appreciate to  read other activities 
stories to knows their experience about their 
life in their communities so they are aware of 
the impact of the industry on their wellbeing. 
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MONITORS REPORT ON USING NEW DIGITAL 
TOOLS FOR ACTIVIST INVESTIGATION

In 2021 Sekhukhune monitors experimented 
with using new cell phone digital tools   to 
make activists investigations stronger. We 
published our experience in this in a report 
which you can download from our website. 

http://communitymonitors.net/2022/03/
monitors-investigation-report-sekhukhune-
waste-crisis/

Our aim in doing the Sekhukhune Waste 
investigation was so that monitors could learn 
to use knew tools to investigation community 
problem.  Investigation is an important step 
of community action.

We experimented with the use of geo- tagged 
pictures on our cell phones. A geo-tagged 
picture of a problem gives us new details. It 
tells us exactly where a problem takes place 
which we can see on a digital map. When we 
study these maps, we can see more about 
the problem and find causes. We get a geo 
tagged picture by turning on the Location 
Settings on our cell phone camera. 

Nine activists participated in this exercise, 
which we did over three months. These 
activists are all part of local community 
organisations who write  regular reports 
monitoring problems in their area. They chose 
the issue of waste because it was common to 
all villages and was easy to investigate. 

The activists came from villages around Atok, 
Jane Furst and Magakala . They started the 
investigation by going around their area 
taking geo tagged pictures of waste that was 

Sekhukhune Investigation Team
Happiness Koma, Molin Moseamedi, Selowa Moshabi, Donald Mphethi, Victoria Makgoo, Tiego Thobejane, 
Boitumelo Thobejane, Eustine Matsepane, Mmabore Mogashoa, Kamogelo Mogashoa, Julian Tsoka, Mmathapelo 
Thobejane

Our People, Plants and Cattle 
are Suffocating

Sekhukhune Community Monitors
Investigation into the Waste Dumping Crisis

Community Monitors Activist Training 
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 Waste is dumped under bridges

 

 
 Waste is dumped in dongas and dry riverbeds

 

dumped near houses, and around the area in 
dongas, under bridges on riverbanks, 

We studied the pictures and posted them on 
a digital map. We learnt a lot about dumping 

in our areas which we did not know.  All these 
became our findings which we listed in our 
report together with our pictures and maps. 
We used this information to say what we 
thought the causes of the problem was. 
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We looked at what the Municipality was 
doing. They found that the Municipality 
had no plan for waste management and if 
they had a plan and budget, they were not 
implementing this.  The only action they took 
was to leave dumpsters for waste collection. 
Our maps showed that most of the dumpsters 
were on corners of roads leading to the mines 
and very far from the village residents. So, 
they were useless.

We found that the waste dumped in valleys 
and rivers was destroying our environment 
and causing pollution. We realised that there 
is a very serious crisis that is building up in 
the Sekhukhune area and action must be 
taken urgently to stop health problems in the 
community

As activists we have ideas for action. We 
believe that if the Mines and Municipality, 
the supermarkets worked with the people, 
we will solve this waste crisis as well as at 
the same time provide jobs for many young 
people

As community organisations we are going to 
use this report to engage further with the 
mines and government. What they say in 
their reports is not what is happening on the 
ground. Our report has given us information 
on what is happening. It will help the 
community come up with a projects that will 
lead to local employment.

The Monitors did have problems in learning 
how to geo tag pictures. We at first did not 
know how to turn the settings on and often 
forgot to turn the settings on.  However, we 
learnt that by trial and error making geo-
tagged pictures is very easy. The big problem 
we had was that many monitors had very old 
phones that did not work properly. Monitors 
also don’t have laptops and data to work on 
digital maps. 

We will do further training to develop our 
skills to use our cell phones effectively for our 
investigations
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