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From the Coordinator’s Desk

This newsletter is produced in the
community monitoring school
which is in collaboration of the
Bench marks foundation and the
Klerksdorp Catholic Justice and
Peace Commission. I take this
great opportunity to thank all
who have been part of the moni-
toring school programme, right
from frrom its inception in 2010
to date, particularly my sincere
thanks to the Benchmarks Foun-
dation as it is its initiative and
brain child. We in the Klerksdorp
Justice and Peace Commission
wish for a fruitful mutual partner-
ship in many years to come. As
we engage | our work for social,
economic and environmental
justice we pray for selflessness
ad dedication. To this day the
work of the justice and peace has

been carried out in different com-
munities by committed members
who voluntarily work towards
changing unjust structures and
policies which disadvantage
members of our communities. In
2010 when the Community Mon-
itoring School was first intro-
duced only one monitor was part
of the programme, and in 2011 it
accommodated two monitors
who continued to write short
articles related to mining activi-
ties and social challenges posed
by irresponsible mining. To date
the programme has expanded
further to accommodate a larger
group of J&P activists in areas
such as Jouberton, Vaal Reefs,
Kanana, Dominionville, and
Tigane. We
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are proud and have a sense of
ownership of the programme as
we have a dedicated person
working as a facilitator for moni-
toring school. To this end our
members have benefited im-
mensely from this programme.
and have become better equipped
as activist due to the training they
have received from the sessions
they have attended and continu-
ing to attend.

PETRUS MOSHE

Below: Justice and Peace Community monitors dafter a session




SR

Page 2

“The idea was to make sure
that delegates who attended
the mining lekgotla feel our
presence and to notice that
we as communities affected
by mining that we are not
satisfied about their behavior

within our localities”.

Above: Joe Mashilo,
(Facilitator)
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Klerksdorp J&P Monitors Activities (May-Aug 2014)

Justice and Peace monitors and activists participate in
MACUA protest in Midrand.

On the 13th of August 2014
the Justice and Peace moni-
tors and members from differ-
ent areas around Klerksdorp
participated in the MACUA
protest march whereby a
memorandum was handed in.
The idea was to make sure
that delegates who attended
the mining lekgotla feel our
presence and to notice that we
as communities affected by
mining that we are not satis-
fied about their behavior
within our localities. From

Klerksdorp we had monitors
from Kanana, Tigane, Jouber-
ton and Vaal Reefs, and most
of them are active in the com-
munity monitoring school.
Two of our monitors, Tuelo
Bantsejang, Mahadio Mohapi
and the Justice and Peace co-
facilitator Tshepo Mmusi
manage to put the message
across indicating the injustic-
es posed by mining compa-
nies within their respective
communities when they were
interviwed by e tv journalists

and those interviews were
aired on the same day. We
believe that a platform such as
that provided us with the op-
portunity to finally to put our
message across knowing that
mining bosses saw those in-
terviews and that companies
do not want bad publicity.
Unfortunately what the moni-
tors are saying is true and that
can also be used against them.
So all the monitors were ex-
cited to be part of that histori-
cal moment and all went well

Below: Klerksdorp monitors joining others activists at the mining Lekgotla March

The facilitator’s Reflection: Joe Mashilo

My role as the facililitator for
the community monitoring
school is to facilitate work-
shops for monitors and the
manage general administrative

| matters of the school.. I am

assigned by my organization, to
on its behalf to manage com-
munication between the Bench

Marks Foundation coordinator
for the school and the our or-
ganization. Activists are identi-
fied- from communities affect-
ed by mining to participate in
the school activities. As such
they are vigorously engaged to
be reflective , analytical and to
be able to take action on social

and environments problems
posed by mining corporations..
I take with pride and high re-
gard the confidence displayed
in me by the Justice and Peace
and the Bench Marks Founda-
tion to be entrusted with the
task of soliciting change and
development in our KOSH
communities.
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Our Community monitors are hands on

The J&P monitors and activist
From Jouberton, Kanana, and
Tigane townships have until
July 2014 attended a total of
four workshops through the
community monitoring
school. In all the sessions
monitors come together to
share their experiences and to
learn critical skills which are
deemed necessary to enhance
their community work.
Amongst others our monitors

The sporadic protest actions
fuelled by anger and frustra-
tions will never end in our pre-
viously disadvantaged commu-
nities. The youth of Kanana has
during the Month of May this
year took it to the street to reg-
ister their concerns. The angry

have to date, being equipped
with the following skills;
writing, interviewing, photog-
raphy, research, and organiz-
ing. These are all key and
instrumental for our monitors
to be able to take up issues
affecting their communalities
on their own. Most our moni-
tors have submitted articles
on what they experience in
their communities, we are
delighted to have a group

youth got into trouble when the
police made efforts to stop
them from disrupting the street
due to burning of tyres and
chanting of struggle songs. The
youth demanded jobs from the
number 10# or mine. Their
protest action did not end well,

which demonstrates commit-
ments to the monitoring school,
and hope that their work will
immensely improve over the
years. It is through our monitors
that our communities are en-
lightened and engaged on envi-
ronmental issues which are
rarely raised at that particular
level , more is still expected to
be done by our group which is
characterized with Zeal and
enthusiasms.

T IEaSNTDGEE
On the Left: Klerksdorp
Monitors attending their
first 2014 session on the
25th of April 2014 at
Ledibeng Centre.

some got shot with rubber bullets, and others
arrested. This youth from this community are
keen and determined to put their struggle for-
wards. Our monitores in the area havejoined the
group to give guidance and help shape the strug-
gle and to plan accordingly with a view of avoid-
ing unlawful actions.



Above: Ishmael family left won-
dering
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“Our community is so
poor as is if there no
multi-million rands
minining operations next

toit”

Right: A Multi million mining
company
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Uranium ex workers still live in shock

By: David Gaanakgomo

Tigane Township is an area
with a rich history of mining

since the 1960’s, companies

which operated in the area
are Anglo Gold, Afrikanner-
Skiet mine, Uranium One,
currently Shiva Uranium.
When the Uranium One, a
Canadian company left in
2009, the new company
which took over ownership
became Shiva uranium. The
uranium one left the Tigane
residents shocked. It left
hurting memories to most of

its workers. According to
Ishmael Mokgatla, who is in
his late forty’s “. “the com-
pany was cruel, one day i
was forced to operate a
drum truck with its camera
offline, at the time of knock-
ing off, i was alerted by peo-
ple screaming, i could not
hear because of noise from
the truck. When i stopped i
realized that i have smashed
a man in cold blood while
doing reverse on the truck”.
After reporting the accident
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Ishmael got suspended and
subjected to hearing, he was
never taken for any counsel-
ling.

” Ishmael could not sleep at
night; he nearly became an
alcoholic to help him cope.
As a father i arranged thta he
attends counselling at my
expense because the mine
had stopped paying him”.
Said Morena Makhotla, Ish-
mael’s father.

Shiva uranium not investing in our youth

By: Tuelo Bantsejang

Thabiso Dikupe is a talented
young man who is actively
involved in soccer, this resi-
dent of the community of
Tigane, Klerksdorp, started
playing soccer from child-
hood and is willing to make
his parents and community
proud through sport. “I will
particularly like to see myself
reaching the dizzy heights
after five years, being a soc-
cer star”, said Thabiso. Ti-
gane Township is lacking in

terms of sporting facilities
and the sporting infrastruc-
tural development projects
are hardly to be seen. This
setback is costing the com-
munity to realize its full po-
tential in as far as sporting is
concerned.

Our community is so poor as
if there are no multimillion
Rands mines next to it, Shiva
Uranium mine has been op-
erating for quiet some time
now, but still with nothing to

prove as a corporate social
responsibility towards our
community. When asked
about what sort of assistance
is needed from Shiva urani-
um mine Thabiso said, “I
would really like to see the
mine providing sponsorship
to us sports people, and
investing by building or up-
grading the stadium in our
community”. The mine
should assist the municipali-
ty and government to avail
sporting facilities.
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Youth Employment in the Mines

By Seun Motsumi

Previously, there had been multi-
ple and different issues involving
the mines in Orkney town under
the Matlosana municipality.
Some of these issues were those
regarding how the mines were
supposed to be helpful to com-
munities (Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility), to communities
around which they operate,
there are deteriorating health
conditions of former mine em-
ployees, also polluted dust from
the mines affects nearby town-
ship residents.

As it has been geographically
noted, number 10 shaft is the
one closest to kanana township,
therefore its chemical pollution

directly affects the residents of
Kanana township, especially
those residing within a kilometer
away from the mine. In mid-
March this year in Kanana Town-
ship we saw the angry group of
youth took their frustrations to
the street on the issue of youth
employment, for them to be
noticed they burned tyres and
chanting struggle slogans.

As time went on, the streets of
Kanana township became the a
battle field for the police and the
protesting youth which resulted
in some youth shot with rubber
bullets and some got arrested.
Finally, when they were given
the opportunity to express rea-
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sons for their hostility, these youth stated
that they demand employment at the No
10 shaft, and that top management from
this mine should hold a series of meetings
with them to see the process through.
Also, they complained of fraud, bribes,

Above: The Kanana
youth attending june 16
event this year at ledi-
beng. centre, Jouberton

that is taking place within number 10
shaft.

The land not suitable for human settlement

By: Joseph Mashilo

The availability of land for the
sakeof building the RDP houses is
the biggest challenge for many
municipalities itoday. Land is a
sensitive issue, and the govern-
ment policies to deal with it have
always been in question. In 2013,
when the Matlosana municipali-
ty Mayor, Mike Kgauwe heard
that the residents of zone 5 in
Khuma township occupied the
land illegally, he acted swiftly
and contracted the well known
Red Ants to evict the desperate
people of Khuma. About one

hundred and fifty shacks were
erected in open field in Zone 5
by the people who need houses.
“We were given a notice to vol-
untarily remove the shacks and
move out of the land”. Said
Tshidiso Kandanisi of Khuma. The
mayor visited the township few
weeks after hearing about the
land grab and warned the khuma
residents that the land was dola-
matic, and could not be ear-
marked for human settlement. In
a radio interviews with the local
radio, star fm, he stressed that

B O

“We were given a notice

people will be evicted from the land
because it is not suitable for settlement
due to the impact of the mining activi-
ties. This means the mines which had
operated in Khuma and stilfontein area
had destroyed the land due to blasting.

to voluntarily remove the
shacks and move out of

the land”. Said Tshidiso
Even today the Khuma landless people

are continuing to suffer the land ordeal
caused by the mines Many mining
companies in Klerksdorp get away
with serious harm to the environ-
ment and land.

Kandanisi”

The appalling living Conditions in Jouberton Hostel

By: Kabelo Wageng

Unemployment is a biggest
problem in Joubeton Hostel
today; it has resulted in mas-
sive social problems like pov-
erty, alcohol and drug abuse,
teenage pregnancy, HIV/AIDS
and other related diseases
and crime etc Jouberton Hos-
tel, was built in 1947/8 by the

municipality to accommodate
migrant labours who were
coming from the former
homelands. In those olden
days in this hostel you would
mainly find people from he
following tribes; ama baqwa
(Transkei), mapedi (Lebowa)
and a-mabonga. From the

years 1955-1985 the hostel dwell-
ers were experiencing full employ-
ment, a situation where everyone
was working. This positive econom-
ic milestone was due to the mines
around Klerksdorp which provided
jobs.

Some mining companies which used
to operate around had liquidated.



4

Caption describing pic-
ture or graphic.

B TR
“The state president has given
and reiterated the deadline
for mining houses to come
clean in terms of building
houses and improving the

living conditions of hosting

communities “
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We want Sustainable jobs, not parks

By: Thabang Mpotle

Kanana Township in Orkney-
Klerksdorp is under the Mat-
losana municipality, before
the amalgamation of munici-
palities throughout South
Africa Kanana used to be un-
der the Orkney municipality
which is a known by many
people for its rich gold mines.
In our area to date we have a
huge problem of unemploy-
ment despite having a mining
shaft in a close proximity of
our community known as Tau
lekoa. We the residents of

Kanana who are residing next
to the Tau lekoa mine are not
benefiting in any way from
the mines. It is heartbreaking
to notice that a huge portion
of the mining workforce at
the Tau lekoa has been drawn
from outside our area and
province. We know this reali-
ty because those people who
are working on the mines are
living with us as they are
renting houses and back
rooms in our community be-
cause the mine is not provid-

ing them with accommoda-
tion.

Anglo gold are coming to our
area and build parks, and gym
as a way of giving back to our
community, this are im-
portant for us as the commu-
nity, but they are not a priori-
ty, we need something which
will make us put food on the
table like sustainable jobs, so
that we can be able to pay for
our municipal services, and

Mining Companies’ housing Policy is lacking

By: Bushy Thlakaneng

| raise this observation and frus-
tration, as a ex-Vaal reefs resi-
dent, on behalf of thousands of
mine workers and ex-mine work-
ers.

The state president has given
and reiterated the deadline for
mining houses to come clean in
terms of building houses and
improving the living conditions
of hosting communities in the
context of their social labor plan
and mining charter develop-

ments target. Over year’s Anglo
gold Ashanti in Matlosana seems
to be moving in the opposite
direction to this clarion call by
the president. This is evident in a
number of past events to cite a
few, Anglo gold Ashanti has been
in the business of donating land
to government in general and
Matlosana municipality in partic-
ular without sustainable devel-
opment objectives. We have
seen the Matlosana municipality
using such land for instance as

Earthquake hits Orkney

By: Tshepo Mmusi

One of the geographical phe-
nomenon happened yet again
for the second time in Orkney
and nearly threatened human
life. In our history we always
linked cracked houses to the
mining operations especially
in our mining communities.
On the 4th of July 2014 the

country came to a standstill
after an earthquake stroked,
and everyone talked about
the incident which left house-
holds around the area
cracked. Experts on national
television when interviewed
about the cause and the ex-
tent of the quake they also

grave sites.

Klerksdorp Record covered a
story of Oppenheimer stadium
without electricity. Guess what,
this stadium was donated by
Anglo gold Ashanti to Matlosana
Municipality.

Over the years ex-mine workers
and or their children are lan-
guishing in the dusty street of
Matlosana looking for 6places to
rent, despite having worked of
their parents and given their

linked it to mining. People in
as far areas such as Johannes-
burg felt its impact. This
should be a wake up call to all
of us that we should not only
focus on the now issues, but
also to think of our future.
We have to ensure safety at
all times.
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Shaft 10: A Health Hazard to the community of Kanana Township

By: Mahadio Mohapi

Kanana is a small township
which is surrounded by gold
mines, It falls under the area
called “KOSH”. This areas all
form part of the gold mines in
the Matlosana municipality
area of jurisdiction, they are
all directly and indirectly af-
fected by the mining activities
such as cracked houses due to
blasting, polluted air, polluted
water, etc.

There is number of shafts
around Orkney, a town closest
to Kanana and the most clos-

est of them all is the No 10
shaft, which I think is posing
health hazards to the commu-
nity. Mostly during windy
days it is time when you will
realize that the health of the
members of the community
and the animals nearby are
compromised because the
dust that comes from the mine
becomes unbearable.

One will think and wonder
about the those residents who
are staying in a close view of
the No 10 mine, unfortunately

The Marussia of Matlosana

By: Moeeketsi Mogwera

Here in Matlosana, North
West, every man wearing a
Basotho blanket is called
“Morussia”. The calling of
the Basotho people, partic-
ularly those wearing blan-
kets has been a practice
for a very long time. The
name came to be widely
known around the 1960’s
when the Basotho people
from Lesotho were flocking
in great numbers to the

Orkney, and Stilfontein
towns to work on the
mines. It is believed that
they needed their own
identity and protection
amongst other tribes, so
their groupings came to be
known as ma-russia.

Most of the ma-russia’s
worked at the mines and
stayed at the mining hos-
tels. When the mines start-
ed to close down and re-

their environmental rights are
at stake, never ever before did
the environmental health in-
spectors visited their area to
determine the extent of the
environmental harm and its
possible impacts to the peo-
ple. It is not a surprise to dis-
cover that people got sick of
T.B, Sinuses, asthma, lung
infection and allergies quite
often due to the inhaling of
the mine dust.

“They have found

trenching the workers they
already had enjoyed stay-
ing in the mining towns and

th t
did not go back home. another venture or

market to sustain their
They have found another

venture or market to sus-
tain their life’s; they are
now known by providing
security services at the
local taverns and super-
markets in matlosana
township. .

life’s; they are now
known by providing
security services”

The mine got away with murder and not only my father

By: Disebo Ntisa

Justice must be done to the
families of those miners who
lost their lives due to tysis at
the mines and also to those
who suffer it. By law miners
and ex-mine workers diag-
nosed with tysis should be
compensated because its
victims eventually end up

dead. | have had a personal
experience of the disease
when my father got sick and
later died in 2008. The hospi-
tal reported he suffered from
T.B and we later discovered
that it was tysis . His friend
who worked with him advised
us to claim compensatio from

the mine . My brother followed up on the
idea with the mining company and he was
sent from one office to the next without
getting help. The mine never gave any clear
answers . They asked us for medical certifi-
cates. The mine was responsible for his dis-
ease. What | have realized is that the mine
got away with murder and not only my fa-
ther’s and also for other mine workers..



Here is the brief history of the
Klerksdorp Justice and Peace.

CATHOLIC JUSTICE AND
PEACE COMMISSION

C12 23rd Street
Jouberton Township

2574 Catholic Diocese of Klerksdorp is one of the Catholic

Dioceses which falls under the Southern African Catho-
lic Bishop’s Conference (SACBC) territory. The Justice
and Peace in the Diocese of Klerksdorp was started in
1995 by Rt. Rev. Bishop Patrick Mvemve., the Commis-
sion exists to assist the Church to promote its social
teachings in its overall response to social, economic
and environmental injustices. J&P coordinate the work
of parishes and their J&P groups and implements pro-
jects through a network of community based organiza-
tions; as such it is an umbrella body of the Justice and
Peace in the Diocese. The commission has until today
helped establish a total number of twenty parish J&P
groups which carry out the work of J&P at the parish
and community level.

Phone: 079 332 4615
074 8356383
Fax:
E-mail: Joemashilo@gmail.com

Visit: wwww.communitymonitors.net

***

Justice and Peace

The Food Sovereignty Campaign

MONSANTO
NO FOOD SHALL BE GROWN THAT WE DO NOT OWN

Seed companies benefitting
from food production

The Klerksdorp Justice and
Peace Commission has partic-
ipated in the provincial and
interprovincial dialogue on
food sovereignty. The dia-
logues which were held in
April and May in Gauteng and
Rusternburg this year were
facilitated by COPAC as part
of the food sovereignty cam-
paign. These dialogues are
crucial platforms on which to
build the food sovereignty
campaign and are aimed at
bringing together different
constituencies-community
organizations, small farmers,

trade unions, faith groups,
NGO’s and more-to have a
dialogue on issues faced by
different constituencies on
food hunger, and agriculture.
The issues raised further help
us to understand what peo-
ple’s experiences of the right
to food are and therefore
help shape the food sover-
eignty campaign. Our organi-
zation in partnership with the
North West Cooperatives
Development launched the
food sovereignty campaign in
Tigane township in June
2014, we will be running

workshops in different com-
munities on food sovereignty
as an alternative to food se-
curity. The campaign in
Klerksdorp is at an infant
stage, more still need to be
done to ensure that people
are aware of the causes of
hunger and the alternatives
to overcoming it.



