SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:

As a Non-Profit
Organisation,
we managed to
rent ourselves a
resource center
where we hold,
meetings, work-
shops, and host
many of our
programs

We are also
looking forward
to capacitate
young people
and offer com-
puter skills and
peer counseling .

As an organiza-
tion we are
fighting against
crime and sub-
stance abuse,
apart from envi-
ronmental is-
sues.

We also host
woman work-
shopsina
monthly basis
where we create
space for thera-
py to those who
are lonely.
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EDITORIAL
STATEMENT

As we take the journey of
making GREEN the new
GOLD, we experience a lot
of challenges and we also
reach a horizon of success.
We face our challenges with
pride and dignity as we al-
ways recon them as our
learning curves and stepping
stones. What is of paramount
importance is that we reach
our goal and accomplish our
victory through the princi-
ples of our vision and mis-
sion statement. We hope that
this newsletter will serve the
purpose of the initial ra-
tionale. From the EEO team,
we thank you.
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On the 11" April 2014,
Grootvlei Mine turned
into the battlefield
between the police and
the illegal min-
ersCaption describ-
ing picture or
graphic.

UNUSED MINE IS STILL. A PROBLEM

by: SIMPHIWE MATHAYO

“’Holding that girl in my
arms, while she had
tears flowing fro one eye
really hurt me," ex-
plained Magdeline

The old Vlakfontein shaft five
mine is infamous and despite
many calls from residents for
something to be done the situation
remains unchanged.

The disused mine, located on the
corner of Kgaswane and Joe
Mzamane streets is alleged tobe a
breeding ground for allsorts of
illegal activities Ward 80 council-
lor Dora Mlambo said people can
be seen n daily basis chipping at
the walls to get the steel rein-
forcement,which are sold at the
scrap yards. She added shaft five
has been included in the Ekurhu-
leni Metropoltan Municipality's
Intergrated Development Plan
(IDP) for many years. The IDP
identified the mine as going to be
demolished, said Mlambo.

The abandoned mine is situted a
few meters from two schools and
a residential area and some resi-
dents say they fear for the lives f
their children who play in the
mine."The deep holes and stag-
nant water worries me as | fear
for people's lives and safety,"said
one of the residents. Not everyone
is unhappy with the existence of
shaft five, Thabo Dlamini said the
old mine has been a source of

income since 2010.

He said while he works on the
steel, he often sees high school
learners using the area to engage
in sexual activities,while nyaope
smokers use th area as their smok-
ing place. Another resident Mag-
deline Mabangane,says she is still
haunted by the rape of a girl two
months ago. "Holding that girl in
my arms, while she had tears
flowing fro one eye really hurt
me," explained Magdeline. She
said the girl was part of a group
that was robbed at gun point,
while they had a photo shoot in
the area.

"Thieves go and steal from people
and use this mine astheir hide out
spot,clothes and cables littered
everywhere,"she concluded.
However , KwaThema Policde Ca
[tain Mandla Phori said the police
were unaware of criminal activi-
ties happening in the area as they
have no rcord of cases opened.
According to Phori, even the rape
and robbery which is alleged to
have happened two months ago,
was not reported.

GROOTVLEI ILLEGAL MINERS CLASH
WITH THE POLCE by: Siphesihle Phiri

Grootvlei mine is at Payen-
ville in Springs which is situ-
ated in the east of Johannes-
burg, in Ekurhuleni.

On the 11™ April 2014,
Grootvlei Mine turned into
the battlefield between the
police and the illegal miners.
Captain Johannes Rama-
phosa of the Springs Police

the gun shots between the
illegal miners and the police
ended with no one injured”
he also said that the police
rushed to the scene after

them of the shooting be-
tween the Grootvlei security

Captain Ramaphosa says
“when the police arrived on
the scene, the alleged illegal
miners turned their ... of

Station says “the exchange of

they received a call informing

guards and the illegal miners.

bullets towards them before
they ran away from the
scene.”

Captain Ramaphosa said that
no injuries were reported
and the police are still look-
ing for the suspects.
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COMMUNITY USE MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS CORRUPTIONS IN

HOUSING
By: Sandile Nombeni

In 2012 October the 20th the commu-
nity of KwaThema ext.3 and 425 sec-
tion were given allocations letters that
these families would be relocated to
KwaThema ext.5 and six months evic-
tion letters were issued to them saying
they should evacuate the area within
two days. The community decided to
call for legal assistance which had
helped them to stop the evictions and
called the municipality to attend a
court proceeding where they found out
that the municipal evictions were ille-
gal.

On the 9th of April 2014 the second
court proceeding root took place at the
KwaThema magistrates court where
the municipal officials Eddie Nko-
motse represented the Ekurhuleni

municipality as Director of the service
delivery office in Ekurhuleni (Benoni)
after the communitymembers had
questioned the Mayoral committee
(MMC for finance) Moses Makwakwa
about the investigationh which the
community are waiting for its results
but was not mentioned or included on
the imbizo report.

On the day of the court case Mr Eddie

Nkomotse pleadede guilty on the ac-
count of not following proper proce-
dures for evicting people and was fined
R 10 000 or one year in prison and for
bail another R20 000 or 5 year in pris-
on for fraudulent documents for 5
years.

It is clear that the majority of the citi-
zens of South African still face the
challenge of housing corruption due to
the greed of municipal officials and
councillors who sell houses as one of
the victims of evictions started
(Nozizwe Mpangane) said" I was given
all my papers for the house and was
told I now own my house and I should
move in and later approached by the
red ants saying I should i move out
forcing me to go back home with my
children. Sadly two days after the
proceeding an old neighbour of
Nozizwe died by the name of Josphine
Moshibe whom i first met when inves-
tigating this story and iterviewed due
to a heart attack and high sugar levels.
It is sad that the service delivery issues
are causing the loss of families mem-
bers in many ways.

It is clear that the
majority of the
citizens of South
African still face the
challenge of housing
corruption due to
the greed of
municipal officials and
councillors who sell
houses as one of the
victims of evictions
started (Nozizwe

Mpangane)

VICTIMS OF EVICTIONS ARE STILL. HOMELESS

by Simphiwe Mathayo

The court case against a senior housing
official employed by the metro, Eddie
Nkomotse was finalised by the
KwaThema Magistrate court.

In May 2013 resident of KwaThema
Extention five RDP houses were evict-
ed by the Red Ants. Their eviction
followed after they were given letters
of eviction from the department of
Human Settlements in Benoni stating
that the home owners would be evicted
as they occupied the residences illegal-
ly.

The residents' eviction came as a shock
to the community who recieved letters
that said the houses were ready for
them to occupy. Last Wednesday,
victims of the eviction some of whom
have no homes filled the KwaThema
Magistrate court to hear the magis-
trates ruling on the matter. Nkomotse
admitted to being guilty of illegally
evicting residents as he confessed that
he did not follow the correct proce-
dures for evicting people.

Nkomotse was given a fine of R10 000
and that if he had failed to pay he will
go to jail. Du Plessis also gave Nko-

motse an addition-
al R20 000 fine.
Leaving the court,
some of the resi-
dents did not seem
happy about the
sentence while the
others said the
magistrate gave
Nkomotse the
right sentence.

It is still not clear
if the residents will
go back to their
houses or not as
the metro said that
the court did not
make an order
about those who
were evicted.




NYAOPE DAILY HAVOC

by: MANDLA JWILI

The nyaope smokers are in the
rise around South Africa espe-
cially in Ekurhuleni in KwaThe-
ma township, the east Johannes-
burg. It has wreaked havoc in the
black communitiesand has final-
ly been declared an illegal sub-
stance. The nyaope smokers are
living off handouts from
strangers to feed their drug habit.
The highly addictive powder
dulls the senses so much that
users have no loyalty to the
homes they are coming from and
they barely care about their fu-
ture. The users spent most of
their time wandering the streets
and pestering shoppers,begging
them for small change to feed
their nyaope habit. Some openly
steal from their neighbours and
families, while some even dis-
mantle their shacks to trade in
the scrap metal for quick money.
Nyaope has been has been on the
streets for a number of years ,but
was only recently declare illegal.

It is a powder concoction
consisting of a vareity of sub-
stances such as (Vim pow-
der,cleaning deter-
gents,rattex,dagga and a small
amount of heroin or cocaine).
Further more, during my re-
searchg some of the users I
have interviwed told me that
after a process of smoking, in
the morning they suffer from
abdominal pains and cramps,
and they'll have to get another
shot to allay the pains.

I think our organisation can
play a big role by working
hand-in-hand with proffes-
sionals such as the Depart-
ment of social services, and
Department of Health to erad-
icatethis epidermic andmass
killer of our nation.

The unrealibility of Metro rail in the

Eastrand (Gauteng) by: L.ebogang Makua

Metro rail is one of the public trans-
portation that most communities use in
their daily comutting. The system is
mostly used by workers and students
who really depend on its availability
and punctuality. Metro rail offers two
types of trains namely: all stations and
metro plus express. The two differ in
fares and the time of travel.

The all stations train would travel
longer as it stops at all the stations in
Johannesburg ,while the express train
would be quicker and a bit more
expensive than the other one. The
express train only stops at certain
stations. This is how the system is
supposed to operate,unfortunately that
not how it works in the Eastrand
(Ekurhuleni).

Metro rail has become so unrealible in
a way that many people have lost their

trust in the system. Public roads are
less congested because most drivers

use trains instead of driving between home,work and school. The
problem that the commuters encounter daily with the system is that
the trains are hardly on time if not available at all. Most trains are not
up to standard and encounter a lot of mechanical problems along the
way. Many times commuters have found themselves stranded in the
middle of nowhere due to mechanical failure and as a result some are
late for work or school. The sad part of it is that commuters buy
monthly tickets for train fare but still the trains would not run as
expected. Surely metro rail can see in their computer systems how
many people use their services on a monthly basis.

At some instances workers are served with written notices for late
coming. Some have been fired/ dismissed because of the unrealibility
of metro rail. It is not certain as to what the root cause of this problem
other than speculations, others have claimed that train signals are of
poor quality hence there are alot of delays. This has cost many people
their jobs and metro rail is very reluctant to fix the problem in fact
metro rail only promises new trains with high class signals by the end
of 2016.

In the meantime commuters can only hope that the system gets better
until the new trains are introduced.



ISSUE | PAGE 5

The new waste removal system will escalate the unemployment rate by:
Sabatini Motloung

Ekurhuleni is one of the six regions in Gauteng, situated in the east of
the Gauteng Province,the population of more than 200 000 people. It
was recently marked as an Aerotropolis Area because of the OR Tam-
bo International Airport.

However the initiative is good and will be productive for business and
econom purposes but; it has it's side effect for the people working in
the Municipality.

The most concerning issue is the new waste removal system that is
introduced in the local communities, the government has pursued the
push on wheels rubbish bins in the locations, I agree that it will make
things easier for the workers and the streets will be cleaner than before
but were the jobs of the other workers considered in the process? No,
they were not, the services that will be paid by the residents were also
not considered.

More than 200 people are left jobless because of this new system and
more municipal workers are still going to loose their jobs, this notion
has become a derogatory issue to the alarming high unemployment
rate in South Africa which can also lead to the escalation of crime and
substance abuse cases.

"The rich will get richer and the poor will be poorer" this statement
proves itself as the technologies advances, as development takes place
each and everyday. Will the sorrow of the bread winners end? In this

regard, I dont think so.

Sadfull relocations in Langaville extension 8 by:
Vuyelwa Cindi

More than 200 residents of Lan-
gaville were relocated in order for
the Municipality to provide every
member of the community with
sanitation services and improve
the informal settlements.

On 17 May 2014 relocation notic-
es were issued to inform commu-
nity members that on the 18th May
2014 they will be moved to new
stands. Most of the residents were
happy to be moved because of the
way they had no privacy and that
the relocations showed them that
the Municipality would now im-
prove their living conditions. As
relocations took place, some of the
residents were unhappy because
the red ants who helped to rebuild
their shacks broke some of their

furniture and other shacks were
built without reinstalling windows.
One of the community members
complained that she was moved
while the stand belonged to her
and she is now living in a stand
without water. Mr Shibamo who is
diabled and lives alone now strug-
gling to do some house chores as
the new area has taps outside and
bucket toilets, he is now going to
bother neighbours to assist him to
use the toilet.

it is now a dissatifaction to relo-
cate the residents as they have so
many complaints about the area
and since they had to pay people
to fix their new built shacks.




WATER IN THE WORLD

by: AYANDA BALOYI

Water exists in three dif-
ferent forms name-
ly:Liquid(water),Gas
(vapour),Solid(ice).

There is a fixed amount of
water on earth.97% of
earth's water is found in
the oceans.The other 3% is
found in rive sys-
tems:lakes,swamps,snow,ic
e and within living organ-
isms.

It is also found in under-
ground rocks of the earh's
surface.Some water is
gained through rainfall into
the oceans and from sur-
face runoff to the
sea.Evapourated water in
the atmosphere is carried
by air currents over some
land areas where it percipi-
tates unto the surface.

The water in the oceans is
not suitable for human
consumption due to the
minerals in the sea-

water.Only 2% in the world
is available for human con-
sumption.

Rivers are channels in
which water flows from
higher points to the
ocean.Rivers sometimes
reach base levels(lakes and
dams)which humans use
for consumption.

A lake is a large area of
water that is surrounded by
land.Humans make use of
stored lake water for many
purpos-
es:domestic,industrial and
agricultural activities.
Groundwater is the water
found underground in the
cracks and spaces in the
soil,sand and rock.It is
stored in and moves slowly
through geological for-
mations of soil,sand and
rocks called aquifers.
Some water is stored in the
atmosphere through the

process of waterva-
pour.The water is then
carried around the world
through planetary wind
systems.

The following question
was asked to Zandile Kho-
za(neighbour):

HOW DO YOU FEEL
ABOUT THE ISSUE OF
WATER?

Basically people should be
informed and encouraged
to save water as it is very
important. Water plays a
vital role in our lives,we
need water for survival.We
have a minimum water
usage in the world and
already in some countries
there's water depletion.

Gugu Nkabinde
(WATER CRISIS IN EKURHULENTI)

Many people have lost their lives during Service Delivery pro-
tests while the Constitution of South Africa states that everyone
is entitled to a life lived with dignity” and it proceeds to outline
some of the basic resources to which all must have access to,
mainly, access to clean water. Many people in Ekurhuleni
reports to having queue for up to 10 hours for water.

The recent dispute in several townships and Municipalities
because of absent or inadequate water supply, have resulted to
death of some people in the rioting communities. The ugly
excessive police force in dealing with some of those protests
have tendency to turn violent has again took lives of two people
in Endicott (South of Springs) when the community of
Thandokwethu wanted to address the tap they are using .....
the latest victim was 36 years old. The man according to com-
munity members and fellow protesters was shot in the head by
police. Since Brinch Company established itself in Endicott near
Thandokuhle community the water problem started. When
communities decide to see the Municipality on the 14™ April
2014, they were met with securities turned their back on them
and told them to make an appointment by writing a letter which
they did on the 16" April 2014. On the 30" April, the Than-
dolwethu community decided to take action by marching to the
Municipal offices. They had a memorandum to give out but no
one came to receive it, people were angry and they decided to
attack the Municipal offices in Springs. The municipality was
under fire. The situation remained tense as the police are still
angry with the Municipality.

The memorandum also exposed claims of corruption and

sabotage done by the Brich Company which uses a lot
of water in the area and the community is left without
water because it believes that their councillor is trading
shares within the company in question. The situation
remains tense and the law enforcers who are acting

in ... of their mandate in terms of section 205 of the
constitution to keep public order but they use live
ammunition to keep order which does not make sense.

The problems townships or communities are facing in
Ekurhuleni Municipalities have no proper functioning
water service mainly due to shortage of skilled staff.
Infrastructure is gradually deteriorating and there is a
worrying decline in the quality of Municipal water and
also that it is becoming more difficult, complex and
expensive to purify drinking water.

The future is blink for the communities as Ekurhuleni
Municipality is planning on installing prepaid water
meters even before they fix the leaks in the pipes
underground. We need to form a united community
group in Ekurhuleni and write a petition directed to the
president, followed by protest march to try and save
water which is our basic right. The struggle continues.
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Qedusizi Masina

(MAN ABUSE IN KWA-THEMA)

Kwa-Thema is a small township which
is in the far East Rand of Johannesburg

in Ekurhuleni, which has a population of

52 000 and a high rate of unemploy-
ment. There are men who face hideous
and cruel abuse, which makes them
victims and they have to live with this

for the rest of years in their relationship.

So here’s a story about a men who is
going through abuse in his relationship
and you may never believe it but it is
true.

Most of men never talk about it, be-
cause they think they are in love and

scared of what people are going to say,

a man being abused by woman and of

which it happens. Someone i know who

liked to remain anonymous is in the
same situation. The abuse started when

the girlfriend became pregnant, she took
that to her advantage that you can never

hit a pregnant woman no matter how

angry you are. She started clapping him

every time and blaming it on the mood
swings and in which a man will under-

stand because she is pregnant, but guess

what, it got worse day by day and it

continued even when the baby was born.

She stayed only 3 weeks with the baby
after birth. She started going out with

Sibusiso Buthelezi

3 TREES (OXYGEN FINGERPRINTS)

Small changes are the bigger
blocks for bigger change that can
be seen in the long run. The dam-
age to the atmosphere/ozone has
already been done and we can
continue to let the damage expand
or we can slow it down with the
little action we can take and per-
haps even create some form of
reversal reaction.

Planting trees in our own backyards
has become a routine we have lost
to time and everyday expectations.
It is time all South Africans become
aware that a simple thing like
planting 3 trees in ones’ lifetime
has a lasting impact on this country
not only for the generation living
now but for the future generations
to come. If “carbon footprints” is
the measurement of the energy
one uses then why don't we as
Ekurhuleni Environmental Organi-
sation monitor just normal every

day, people, instil values of plant-
ing tree into others, perhaps create
something we can call oxygen
fingerprint. Processes were we
work to oppose and reverse the
damage that has been done al-
ready.

South African population sits at
50.98 million people. If each indi-
vidual plants at least 3 trees
throughout their lifetime, we would
have planted at least 152,94 million
trees by the time the next genera-
tion is born, if we can achieve this,
we would have created a greener
nation and a better future for all.
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friends and leave the baby with the men to look
after and when she comes back, she would be
drunk and start shouting at the man and hitting
him for no reason, when the man would try to
defend himself, she would threaten him with the
police and later on she would apologise but she
would do it over and over again with the on carry-
ing abuse the man faced day by day. He then
decided to go to the police for help but all he
heard after reporting to the police was people and
the police laughing as hard as they could calling
him names like “siyoyoyo” meaning idiot, quickly
running out of the police station crying, who can
ever thought a man could cry but let me tell you,
they do and it hurts really bad when a man cries.

I never thought that there man who are being
abused, but they are, but let us not turn a blind eye
on this situation, he may be stupid, caring and
understanding but let us not take advantage of the
leader God as put before us woman, it’s also time
to stand up and fight against man abuse, to all the
leader “man” my God give you the strength to
leader without fear.
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