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The Vaal Triangle is one of the
most polluted areas in South
Africa. It is situated in the south
of Johannesburg in Gauteng
Province, sharing its border with
Free State Province. It is made
up by the towns of Van-
derbijlpark, Sasolburg, Se-
bokeng, Evaton and their sur-
rounding areas.

Over many years studies have
shown that the quality of air in
the area is not conducive to a
healthy environment or the
health nor well-being of the
communities, animals, plants
and water. This was always
suppressed before because it
would not matter in the pre-
1994 South Africa. People
were made to believe that
having companies such as
Sasol or Arcelor Mittal would
bring them wealth and the good
life.

Vaal Environmental Justice

Alliance [VEJA] in partnership |

with the Community Monitor-
ing School of Bench Marks
Foundation developed this
newsletter to make commu-
nities aware of the environ-
mental challenges people in

I told Arcelor Mittal South Afri-
ca that they must include people
living with disabilities in their
activities as a company. I met
with them when they visited my
township Sharpeville, at Sharpe-
ville community hall last year
2013, when I told them that
during their talking about how
they change the lives of our
sector in Sedibeng. Some of
their projects they did mention is
that they have manage to build a
science centre for the communi-
ty in Sebokeng, students around
Vaal who are doing Maths and
Science. They assist the centre
using local and High schools
and primary schools but current-
ly the centre only catered the
able bodies from all schools and
only not special schools in Sedi-
beng. I told them that if they
want to include one sector they

the Vaal are facing and enable
them to be part of the decision
making process. Working on
something like this for VEJA
has been an overwhelming expe-
rience. My own love of nature
and the outdoors began in early
childhood and was carried
through into my adult life. 1
have observed dirty industrial
development that threatens the
life of the community by pollut-
ing their health and the environ-
ment. [ hope you will enjoy and
be one of the people who want
to make a difference in other

people’s lives as much as I do.

Site view of one of the polluting indus-
tries in the Vaal Triangle.

Why is ArcelorMittal Discriminating people living with disabilities in the Vaal? By: Mzwakhe Mcelu—
Mollo Arts Development

must include also our Blind and
Deaf community in our region.
Arcelor Mittal South Africa they
did also talk about the issues of
bursaries and they give bursaries
to deserving students every year.
I asked them once again that
how many people with disabili-
ties have benefited from their
bursaries scheme they did not
answer me, Arcelor Mittal South
Africa they did also explain that
their Employment opportunities
that they have manage to give to
local communities I asked them
that they manage to reach 2%
employment Equity Act their
H.R department they did say no
because most of disabled people
in Sedibeng they don’t have
education and they don’t apply. I
told them if they want to main-
stream disability in Arcelor
Mittal South Africa including

Employment opportunities
majority of disabled that are
benefitting in Mittal employ-
ment opportunities are
whites.

Majority of black disabled
don’t have formal qualifica-
tions educations. Even in
Apartheid Era in South Afri-
ca black disabled they were
getting double discrimination
because of their disabilities
and the colour of their skin.
Which is black example
where i come from in
Sharpeville where the human
rights Monument is based
and the constitution of South
Africa was signed? Even
today there is no preschool
that is catering for our disa-
bled children, primary school
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Insulation wool, by: Rhona Riet- Sasolburg Air Quality Monitoring Committee

Insulation wool is used for heating
building or homes whereby it is
installed in between walls, ceiling
roofs and on the floors. Insulation
wool when disposed in the open
can cause a great danger in our
community i.e. it can pose a haz-
ard to children playing in the open;
it has been proven that any person
who had contact with insulation
wool its symptoms are sneezing
and therefore will suffer from lung
irritation and body itching.

The environmental factors

searched from Google: “there are
same primary environmental fac-
tors that need to be considered
when looking for a source of wool,
such as the way the flock is treated
for (pesticides) the chemical used
in the treatment of wool after
shearing, and the distance from the
source to its final destination.
Sheep are often treated with insec-
ticides and fungicides in a process
called dipping. This leaves a resid-
ue on the flee and result in
groundwater contamination if used

improperly”.

My concern is that not all are resi-
dence know about the health risks
of the wool, we all know how kids
can get on the open field they play
with all the things they get on the
field. Iblame the users of the
wool; they should know the im-
pacts of the dumped insulation
wool on open fields.

N.E.M.A Sec.24G by Shimmy Letsatsi— Botle Ba Tlhaho Environmental Group

NEMA is a combination of laws
and legislatives governing the use
of land today, considering the
future lives and users of this won-
derful earth.

National Environmental Manage-
ment Act has specific environmen-
tal sectors or NEMA inclusively
divided as follows:

* Water

* Protected Areas

* Biodiversity

* Heritage

* Coastal Areas

* Air Quality

* Solid Waste

NEMA has different sections of
which one of them is the Sec.24G
which specify that applicants who
may wish to develop an Environ-
mental Assessment and may need
to comply with the EIA steps
inclusive of propper public partici-
pation process. This section 24G
of NEMA is a process which gives
industries a chance to redeem
themselves from starting of their
productions unlawfully and by so
doing therefore should comply
with the necessary acts.

A proposed research project by

BBTEG on Ceramic Industries is
currently in process, and this idea
came about after realising the
impacts affecting communities
nearby the industry given the
impacts it has on land. EIA and
other compliance licenses should
be issued out to the affected public
by the company in proving their
legitimacy, but failure to not dis-
closing such information will
prove to the company as non-
compliant.
There are three simply measures to
be followed when applying for the
Sec. 24G of NEMA:
Submit EIA
Applicant should specify
needs and desirability
of the project
Public participation involve-
ment

The proposed research project of
Ceramic Industries will help the
public to understand more of the
importance of NEMA and to re-
duce the carbon foot prints within
the Vaal Priority Area and will
eventually changes livelihoods into
greener and safer place to live in.

Ceramic Industries and its
expansion.

Our stream has grown, by: Victoria Riet- Sasolburg Air Quality Monitoring Committee

Our little stream has grown

We have been living near this
stream for more than five years
and it is not safe at all, especially
for the children. School children
walk pass near the stream every-
day and they even play in the
stream inside dirty water without
thinking of the danger they might
be facing latter or tomorrow. It
used to be a little stream over those
years but now it has grown be-

cause the municipality workers
have been on strike for over three
months and now the sewer impacts
have ran into the stream every now
and then. The Snake Park resi-
dents have tried to talk to the mu-
nicipality but with no luck, it is
still dangerous for everyone be-
cause we all use the same route
passing by the stream almost every
day, not even mentioning the smell
there.

Storm water stream impacted with
sewer, at Zamdela Sasolburg.
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Cooperate Social Impacts by: Mduduzi Tshabalala— Facilitator—Vaal Community Monitoring School (VEJA)

There are a lot of social ills hap-
pening within communities and
that is a serious challenge where
else the health of the people is not
well accounted for and always
exploited at the benefit of multi-co
operations. The Sedibeng region
and its neighbouring districts
Fezile Dabi District Municipality
and City of Johannesburg have
been declared a national priority
area in response to the bad air
quality within the jurisdictions.
The call for the Vaal Triangle
Airshed Priority Area is thus a
mere concern and a responsibility

of the interested and affected
parties.

Botle Ba Tlhaho Environmental
Group has been concerned togeth-
er with residents of Sebokeng
regarding the operations of the
Ceramic Industry impacting the
surrounding areas. The concerns
herewith being considered as the
cooperate social impacts and
therefore through a dynamic ob-
servations, findings have revealed
causes and impacts happening as a
result of the environmental social
problems affecting the low income

households amongst other sur-
rounding communities. Also as a
matter of concern, some of the
labours had grievances of their
own i.e. the workers health is
easily taken for granted, and that
there is lack of stability within the
labour union system.

The moral of the campaign is to
build solidarity with the interested
and affected parties for monitoring
of all the injustices as to prevent
and uphold those who are sup-
posed to be responsible.

Zamdela Sasolburg Background History 1952-1980°s by Rhona Riet— Sasolburg Air Quality Monitoring

Committee.

In 1978 there was a small location
in Sasolburg called Protema only
white people stayed there. During
that time black people were still
staying in Volvehoek. Then years
later Sasol firm started buying
land. Because of the wind direc-
tion (air pollution) from Sasolfirm
it decided to move black people
from Roseberry farms to Zamdela.
And that time the was one mine
operating it was called Clasden
mine, people who worked at
Clasden mine all of them they
were leaving at Volvehoek plaas.

Sasolfirm started building ama
hostels for its employees all of
them were from Transkei and
some people from Volvehoek their

moved to Protema after the white
had moved to Harabashotho .

And Midland it built houses for its
employees as well at Meadville
and African it built houses for its
employees as well at Taylor park
Sasolburg it was growing slowly
and Clasden it builded ama hos-
tels for its employees at Umgaba-
ba

And at that time Sasolburg it was
under Lekoa municipality until
1996 than Metsimahollo was
formed.

Boipatong landfill by: Kelly Mosia— African Genesis Environmental Heritage Culture

Boipatong landfill needs urgent
litter management plan. Wind-
blown litter seems to be the most
complex challenge facing commu-
nities with landfill. During windy
weather around August and Sep-
tember, papers and plastics are all
over the place. Joe Slovo Park and
Tshepiso phase three are hot spots
of windblown litter, because the
land fill is just a few yards from
locations. Most of young children
who resides at Joe Slovo and
Tshepiso phase three often get
burned by fire which is left by
waste collectors who burn copper
wire and leave the fire burning after
they are done. The landfill should
be properly managed so as to en-
sure appropriate operation and
sustainability, therefore communi-

ties should be encouraged of sort-
ing waste accordingly.

Waste collectables sorted at
Boipatong landfill

Bush fire and waste burn at
a local land fill
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Community of Boiketlong next to
Houtvel train station in Sebokeng
and the Ceramic Industry factory

on the background

Smoke stacks at one of the Industries
within the Vaal Triangle Airshed Prior-
ity Area

“During windy
weather around
August and
September, pa-
pers and plas-
tics are all
over the

place”.




Emfuleni Water Summit by: Mduduzi Tshabalala: Facilitator— Vaal Community Monitoring

School [Vaal Environmental Justice Alliance]

A month ago while I was seating at VEJA
office, there was a notice invite emailed
from a closed allay about the Metsi a
Lekoa Water Summit to be hosted at Em-
erald Casino by Sedibeng District Munici-
pality and counterpart Emfuleni Local
Municipality. Unfortunately we only
found out the day before about the summit,
and at very particular moment we then
decided that VEJA should at least some-
how be represented at the summit even
though with miss-invite. When the next
morning came and Samson and I were
delegated to go gate crash the event since
there was no invite for us. We then ar-
rived about forty five minutes late after the
event had started. At our arrival we
learned that the program was already
ahead, where else a welcoming note was
already been made and a DVD about the
project case study had apparently been
screened. We also learned that our be-
loved Executive Mayor at Sedibeng Dis-
trict Municipality Cllr. S.M. Mofokeng
had his key note address, of which I am
still very kin to have heard him utter on it
and that was before he were to introduce
her Hon. Me Rejoice Mabudafasie as the
current Deputy Minister of Water and
Environmental Affairs Ministry. Fortu-
nate enough, we managed catching the
Deputy Minister busy on her last wrapping
up of the speech on the podium. Having
learned about the implications of “Project
Boloka Metsi” on how it being a parlia-
mentary roll out plans with Metsi a Lekoa
in partnership with Sasol; Rand Water and
GIZ [a German International Agency
vesting on water demand and conservation
within the Sub-Saharan terrains] on Water

Demand and Services. It was also important
to understand the overall purpose of the pro-
ject itself. It has been mentioned quite often
that ”Project Boloka Metsi” is supposed to be
one of the key platforms of going through a
public participation process to engage with
communities on issues of water demand and
services. But the irony here is that the major-
ity of the audience attending the summit was
government officials and their Local Ward
Councilors and Ward Committee members,
yet the summit was held at and intended to
speak to the majority of the District at large.
It was mentioned that “Project Boloka Metsi”
had gone through its first phase which was to
identify all the loopholes from their problem
statement and is currently on its second phase
now, of which is aimed at the installation of
water smart meters but most of the residents
don’t even know about.

After the Deputy Minister was done with her
speech, she then proceeded with the awarding
of certificates to Local Ward Councilors and
Ward Committee members, we then learned
about the Sebokeng Upgrade, a mega sanita-
tion plant upgrade aimed at addressing some
of the backlogs at Sebokeng Waste Water
Works. The project itself has its own chal-
lenges as it is on its construction phase now,
and aimed to be done in the next three years.
One of the problems with the project roll out
is that people residing in the nearby felt it
was unfair of them to have been sidelined
from the benefits of the development behind
their back yards. Hence the project they had
to be stopped for a few weeks with public’
interest interfered herewith and the residents
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After the Deputy Minister was done with her speech, she
then proceeded with the awarding of certificates to Local
Ward Councilors and Ward Committee members, we then
learned about the Sebokeng Upgrade, a mega sanitation
plant upgrade aimed at addressing some of the backlogs at
Sebokeng Waste Water Works. The project itself has its
own challenges as it is on its construction phase now, and
aimed to be done in the next three years. One of the prob-
lems with the project roll out is that people residing in the
nearby felt it was unfair of them to have been sidelined
from the benefits of the development behind their back
yards. Hence the project they had to be stopped for a few
weeks with public’ interest interfered herewith and the
residents

were in grief for jobs. The most intriguing part herewith is
that one of the presentations during the problem statement
analysis, it has been imposed that most of water loss allo-
cated for public use is lost during the process of receiving it
as household users. This means the biggest impact from
their problem statement is pointed at communities, where
else the project itself to be addressing the issues. Little was
mentioned on how big corporations and industries are im-
pacting on the same note to be considered as “Problem
Statement”. At my personal adherence towards the summit
and its project implications, I acknowledge the good initia-
tive imparted herewith, but the sad part of it is how exclud-
ed the ordinary man on the street is even though they may
be as affected on par.

Visit our weblog@

www . communitymonitors,net
/vaalblog

A short brief about the struggle around my area by Makgauta Malakoane: Sisters for life

Most people in Sasolburg suffer
from tuberculosis, sinuses and
other respiratory illnesses because
of the poor air quality occurred
when Sasol firm and the mine was
formed. So people like me com-
ing from different places and had
decided to locate here in Sasolburg
are now suffering from different
diseases such as eye sight prob-
lems, TB, Sinuses etc...

When I first got here in 2012 I had
Sinuses from back where I came
from so my problem extended to a
huge problem which now when I
have to use a perfume my nose
will start to bloc of which what I
am trying to say is that many
people suffer from diseases which
were caused by air pollution, and
one is expected to get sick to an
extend of going to consult the
nearest specialist doctor or clinic.
While others suffer from eye sight,
and when going to see the doctor

or at clinic they just give paracital
which is not enough for the cure.

According to me air pollution
occurs when the air contains gas
smoke from automobile such as
cars, trucks and industrial factories
that emit gases which are harmful.
Air can be polluted from smoke of
fireworks but that is not a daily
thing like factories cars, trucks.
Air pollution can also cause in-
flammation of the lungs and infec-
tions leading to chronic. Lung
cancer can also be caused by air
pollution.

Industrials factories like Sasol
firm can pollute air we breathe ,
causing poor health and bad living
more like people who burn tires in
order to get heat are also helping
the industrials factories to pollute
air, veld fire can also pollute air,
but people keep on lighting up
fire to the bush because of land
cleaning

And like I said that air pollution
can make people suffer from dif-
ferent disease for example: lung
cancer, Asthma, TB Vision turns
into red and become irritating.
People can suffer these diseases
due to pollution environment.

Community of Zamdela with Air
pollution in the background from
the Industrial .



Mollo Arts and Culture
Development by Iloane Mashaile
—Mollo Arts Development
Centre

Mollo arts & culture
development is a non-profit
organisation based at Sharpeville
sports and art centre; the
organisation is art orientated and
targets mostly youth from the
community of Sharpeville,
Tshepiso, Boipatong,
Boitshepville.

Types of activities Mollo does is
hosting art shows with
performances i.e. dance; poetry;
drama; music. Mollo also host
art and craft exhibition; skills
transfer sessions; craft
production; promote and
preserve local heritage;
protective workshop where we
have a special program for
people living with disabilities
and environment awareness
programs.

Mollo arts and culture
development is where the
community can develop their
skills in arts , there is also
sporting codes like boxing;
karate; body building; aerobics;
basketball; netball; volleyball
and soccer. This benefits the

community at large as it plays its

Evaton Township by Zakhele Page 5

Kunene-Public Participation
Process.

Evaton Township was found after Second
World War, this whole area was under the
British missionaries. The township was devel-
oped into four sections and its land was under
Lady Evelyn. The sections of Evaton Town-
ship are: Wilber force where there was a col-
lege of sir Wilber found; the second section is
Park Town; the third is Forthsburg and the
fourth is Eastern where old banks and Magis-
trate court is situated.

When the war was over, the black native sol-
diers were rewarded with a piece of land in
1944-1945. Then Adolf Hitler invaded the
Southern Windhoek in Namibia.

Lady Evelyn when leaving South Africa she
then donated the land to the native soldiers,
black that’s where the idea Evaton came from.
Before Evaton town it was formerly known as
Evelyn town and the core around of the land
which she never bought but she just owned my
ancestor land.

Like our face book page @ Vaal

Environmental Justice Alliance

Preview about Bophelong History by: Lebohang Motsoari: Tsebo Community Organization .

their residences hence the area was ~ main hall, one mini hall and not
turned to family units. This came yet used taxi rank facility.

The overview history of Bophe-
long is that it was built in the

1940’s as residence for migrant
workers who worked for the then
Iscor which is now called Arcelor
Mittal Vanderbijlpark.

At first the houses built were
meant for black male workers and
not their families. The architec-
ture of the houses was semi-
compounds or hostels with two
houses joint. The other infrastruc-
ture in the area was a shopping
complex, public hall, satellite
police station which are still there
to this day. There was also a beer
hall in the area.

With growing resistance to the
apartheid regime in the late 1950’s
the Iscor workers fought and won
the right to bring their families to

with minor infrastructural devel-
opment, e.g. clinic, library and not
forgetting schools.

In 1997 the post apartheid govern-
ment built R.D.P houses around
Bophelong, forming Bophelong
extensions. In 1998 people from
the old Bophelong backyards,
descendants of ex-Iscor workers
and squatter camps dwellers
moved into the new R.D.P. hous-
es.

The area has now five primary
schools, three secondary schools,
one clinic, one library, a satellite
police station, youth centre, one



Zone 11Park, Sebokeng

Sewer outbreak in front of Kwa Ma-
zisa Hostels

Sewer stream from Sebokeng Hos-
tels turned to a wetland flowing to-
wards the backyards of Kwa Mazisa
Hostels

Sebokeng: Born; Growing and Changing! By Shimmy Kaizer Letsatsi— Botle Ba Tlhaho Environ-

mental Group

Sebokeng is a township south of Johannesburg
with Sedibeng as its district municipality. And
its local municipality is Emfuleni. The town-
ship was established in 1965 and since then it
has accumulated a total area 46,45km? with
about 218 515 of the population which consist
0f 99.1% Africans. About 64.6% of the peo-
ple are S. Sotho and have been leaving in
Sebokeng, a South Sotho word which is
known as a Gathering place.

Sebokeng has many zones ranging from zone
3 to zone 24 and therefore segmented zones
according to class dynamics. i.e. zone 6; zone
10; zone 14 and newly developments like
Golden Gardens are considered middle class
just because they are not four roomed or gov-
ernment subsidized. Then there has been
more business in development, like Sebokeng
Plaza which later was followed by Thabong
Shopping Complex and made entrepreneurs to
realize that there is good business in the town-
ship. Businesses there range from food, cloth-
ing and furniture Chain stores; Aluminum
windows, doors and burglars; to take away
fast foods, car washes, doctors etc. and all of
these is expected to be found on one street
Moshoeshoe Rd. which is the major road in
Sebokeng.

The only sad part is crime in some of the

areas like zone 7 and z 13 and others, other-
wise there area infrastructure erected and
upgraded like Kwagastroom, a local Train
station in zone 10 which had now attracted
more commuters to use the train for public
transport service. Parks are also being consid-
ered for development in the open public spac-
es, and there are still roads being tarred and
the police station is nearer including the hospi-
tal and other government institutions being
easily accessible for ordinary public. Word on
the streets is that Sebokeng is well place to
stay if some of the things are being taken care
of, for instance there are still issues that are
bothering the residents of Sebokeng such as
“nyaope” which one of the biggest faults in
this township. The more young people use the
drug, the more crime is occurring.

Other than that unemployment is still one
amongst the major problems which could be
eliminated should the growth of more local
business empowering local people, the reno-
vation of infrastructure and building of librar-
ies and recreational facilities. But all in all
Sebokeng has become a great place and if one
is pleased “tloho re tlo bokana kaofela Se-
bokeng”.

Sewer outbreak at Sebokeng Hostels: by Mduduzi Tshabalala

It has been almost three years since I have been
monitoring the sewer impact at the Sebokeng
Hostels and Kwa Masiza Hostels, together with
two other monitors were assigned by the Vaal
Community Monitoring School to monitor the
problem mentioned herewith. Since then I never
really stopped my deepest concerns about the
sewer impact herewith which ends up affecting
the Vaal River resource through the Riet Spruit
River. As the source problem which is originally
known to be arising from Sebokeng Hostel 3 and
4, it has been witnessed on several occasions that
the sewer pipe bursts will deter in terms of pres-
sure towards all the main wholes connected
within the sewer pipe system at the Hostels. This
is due to old pipe system that is too small and too
weak for the waste water pressure when it is
heavy loaded.

This time around the source impact was at hostel
5, whereby it is much more badly compared to
last time I saw it which was in 2013. I could
quickly get a headache just by walking down the
storm water channel of which the sewer stream is
diverted into. One of the residents we found
seating at the Kwa Masiza Stadium recessing, we
interviewed him and from our discussion we
picked up that some of the residents have no
problem with the sewer running all over the
place, the way he justified the norm of a storm
water channel been significant or blindly turned
into a sewer stream flow until it reaches the
nearest sewer works plant. Little did the old
man knew that the very same sewer never reach-
es the Sebokeng Waste Water Works, and the
deepening impact herewith is now including

including other source impacts from the Kwa
Masiza Hostels joining the stream coming right
from Sebokeng Hostels downstream west of
the area.

All along I had thought the Kwa Masiza sewer
impact was only known to be joining the sewer
stream and wet land from the Sebokeng Hos-
tels only to find out that there are also existing
source impacts i.e. in front of the main gate at
the Kwa Masiza Hostels next to Sebokeng zone
17 there is a heavy sewer spill. Just next to
where the sewer spill flows, there are local
street vendors whom experience the impact
daily. We tried to approach one of the street
vendor we saw for an interview, and what
came out from the conversation was clear that
the old man wanted nothing to do with us and
that maybe some of the residents there are as
much as fed up with authorities having not
fulfil their promises. So mistakenly we were
also considered as some of our local govern-
ment authorities by being fury at us.

As though the matter with authorities was that
they are well aware of the problem although
having promised the so called long term solu-
tion which is to change the old pipe system into
new accommodating infrastructure big enough
to handle the sewer capacity. Metsi a Lekoa
had announced the construction project of the
new pipe system, but till date we don’t even
know how far it went?



Sewer deports in ext.4 Evaton West
by Hloni Kalamore
Public Participation Platform

The sewerage depot in ext. 4 it is
situated next to the surround house
and it emits an awful smell. When it
rains the sewage blokes up and flows
into nearby homes

In the closest to the deport lives the
lady by the name Mrs Nono Ndlovu
with her neighbours they live under
bad environmental conditions be-
cause of the awful smell comes from
the sewerage depot.14 has even af-
fected their health where by now Mrs
Ndlovu’s two children have contract-
ed asthma because of the sewage
smell.

Sewer deports in Evaton West
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Kwa Masiza Stadium by David
Sthuntsha Mokoena— Botle Ba Tlhaho
Environmental Group

The Kwa Masiza stadium is situated in zonel7
next to Kwa Masiza hostels and just nearby
where Golden high way intersect with Old
Potchefstroom Rd. The Kwa Masiza stadium
was built by Iscor company in the last forty
years as a community sports and recreational
facility.

The stadium was well built with top quality
material. We had a local soccer team like the
Vaal Professional Football Club, which used
the Kwa Masiza stadium as a home ground in
hosting oppositional National Soccer League
teams e.g. Iwisa Kaizer Chiefs; Orlando Pi-
rates; Moroka Swallows and others. During
these times growing up in the Vaal witnessing
such developments was great inspiring i.e. we
had the opportunities of interacting with the
then soccer stars like Doctor “16 V” Khumalo,
Marks “Go man go” Maponyane, Fortune
Koloba, Peter “Fire” Kgwabane, Steve
“Chippa” Lekoelea, Andries “Chaka Chaka”
Mpondo, and others. “Jaa eish, ne dintsha
matsatsing ao”.

Economic drive was good in those days be-
cause we had visitors from all over parts of
Gauteng i.e. Soweto, East Rand, Pretoria,

Boipatong history: by Kelly Mosia— African Genesis Heritage Environment

and culture

Boipatong is a township near Vanderbijlpark
surrounded by industries; it was established in
1955 to house black residents who worked in
Vanderbijlpark and Vereeniging Mittal Steel
[former Iscor]

Boipatong along with other surrounding town-
ship was a pool of cheap labour for the steel
industry Iscor [now ArcelorMittal]. The in-
dustry here was built mainly as part of job
creation and poverty eradication for the white
working class.

Boipatong means “the place of hiding” in
South Sotho language. During the construc-
tion of Boipatong the first house to be con-
structed is house no.2 Moshoeshoe str.

1984 Black power/ township uprising: the
idea to raise tariffs for municipal services
caused the demonstrations and stay away in
the Vaal Triangle. The Vaal Civic Associa-
tion organised the stay away, school boycotts
and marched on the 3™ September 1984. This
had lead to clashes with the police and town-
ship councillors, which then had left thirty
people dead. The protesters had looted on
local shop, set fire to houses, bottle stores and
public buildings.

Boipatong History: Boipatong massacre was

in 1992, 17" June when 46 township residents
were massacred by local hostel dwellers. This
happened at a time during the convention for a
Democratic South Africa (CODDESA)

negotiations towards the end of apartheid in
South Africa were in progress. Boipatong
massacre was one of the reasons that lead to
suspension of the talks. The African National
Congress [ANC]’ National Working Commit-
tee released a statement that they could not
negotiate in conditions where the majority of
the poor people were killed in a state spon-
sored violence.

The hostel dwellers that had killed the resi-
dents were identified as members of the Inka-
tha Freedom Party [IFP] whom had later con-
fessed in the TRC that they were transported
by the then government police vehicles and
were lead by white police officers whom had
painted their faces in black to portray the
black skin colour.

Boipatong Heritage Site: Boipatong Memo-
rial and Youth Heritage Centre dedicated to
freedom struggle veterans is being built and
about to completed. This centre was commis-
sioned at R40 million by the Gauteng Prov-
ince Department of Public Works, Roads and
Transport and now called Department of In-
frastructure Development [DID].

Limpopo, North West and Free State and
other parts of the country. It was good
because the flux of the people kept the
economy in the local effective.

In the late nineties after Arcelor Mittal as a
private entity took over Iscor, the stadium
facilities were handed over to Emfuleni
Local Municipality. Everything changed
from better to the worse conditions, now
the stadium had been turned into a life
threatening conditions. The stadium is
used for wrongful acts such as criminal
activities and it is vandalised, there are
also car track and spinning activities hap-
pening there supported by Emfuleni Local
Municipality.

After all these years one of the most prom-
inent soccer arena and sports development
had failed, disembarking the Vaal area
from the Gauteng soccer fanatic fields.
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Community Monitoring School

Community Monitoring
School is an initiative started
by the Bench Marks Founda-
tion, and is happening at
communities across differ-
ent provinces in Southern
Africa. The aims of the pro-
gram is to monitor corpo-
rate social impacts in advo-
cating for positive social
change.

The Community Monitoring
www.communirymoxirons.yer | School is identifying com-
munity activist and empow-
ering them with the tools of
monitoring social impacts
and how to communicate it
with the relevant affected
parties.

Vaal Community Monitoring
School



